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Opening Times:  
Mon to Sat - Midday 
to 11.00.pm  
Sun  ï Midday to 
10.30pm 
 
Longfords  
Minchinhampton  
GL6 9AL 
Tel: 01453 832520  

'bake at home' 2in1 pies  
available to collect now! 

 

The home of the famous '2in1' pie 
Full menu served all day every day  
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Parish Priest:    The Reverend Celia Carter  
Tel: 01453 832 716         Fax: 01453 834 885 

The Villager Magazine 
 

Editors   editors@acvillager.co.uk 
    Jane Archer, Frances Conway and Derrick Pierce 
       07812 137161 (Jane)    01453 832177 (Frances) 
    01453 835090 (Derrick) 
 

Advertising  editors@acvillager.co.uk 
    Wendy Jennings 

 

Deliveries  01453 834 834 
    Cas Boddam-Whetham 
 

Deadline  20th of each month 

AVENING   

Churchwardens George Buchanan 01453  833 016 

 Stephanie Hamilton 01453  834 910 

PCC Secretary Ann Buxton 01453 836342 

PCC Treasurer Peter Best 01453 835 287 

Organist Stuart Walkley 01453 757 784 

Flower Team Gill Adams 
Doreen Pierce  

01453833175 
01453835090  

CHERINGTON   

Churchwardens Roger Gegg 01453 834 805 

 John Bate-Williams 01666 503 544 

Sacristan Beryl Milsom 01285 841 248 

PCC Secretary Elizabeth Workman 01285 841 294 

PCC Treasurer Robert Riddington   

Organist Elizabeth Workman 01285 841 294 

 Beryl Milsom 01285 841 248 

Flower Team Elizabeth Workman 01285 841 294 

Reader licenced to 
Avening and Cherington  

Derrick Pierce 01453 835 090 
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The Parish Letter  
During the next week or two we will once again be hearing the Christmas 
story.  The familiar words of the Gospel which for many of us recalls our 
childhood, and brings back pictures of school Nativity plays, carols and 
family gatherings.   Yet possibly we may be tempted to dismiss it, as a story 
for children and with little relevance to the real World. 
 
The Gospel writers, St Mark and St John do not record the birth and 
childhood of Jesus; only St Matthew and St Luke write of:  
 ñThe mother who brought forth her first born Son and laid Him in a mangerò.   
 
The other Gospels speak only of the grown man; of Jesus the Healer, the 
Miracle Worker, the Man of Authority, ñwho spoke as no other man before 
Him.ò.  They spoke of the man with incredible power; with a profound 
knowledge of Humanity; a man recognised by many as the óSon of Godô. 
 
However, St Luke chose to start his Gospel in another way.   He spoke of a 
young girl, forced by circumstances to give birth in a stableéto use a 
manger as a makeshift cradle:  her newborn child, like any other, totally 
dependent on his mother for his every need.   
 
The other Gospel writers appeared to be cautious of depicting the Saviour 
Christéthe Son of Godé as helpless and totally dependent.   Maybe they 
considered his birth and early life to be irrelevant.   There is also the 
possibility that they did not understand the profound significance of a 
óhelplessô Godédependent on the loving care of a human being.   But the 
story of the birth of Jesus is deeply significanté for it is a revelation of the 
nature of Godôs Loveéfor God is Love and Love is vulnerable.   God will not 
force His Love on any one of us, but it is there, ever present, and we are 
free to love in returné oré we can turn away. 
 
We can come to the stable with the Wise Men and the Shepherds to kneel 
in reverence and aweé oré we can reject the Christ child, dismiss Him, 
and laugh along with the cynics.   
 
 
Godôs Love is as vulnerable as ours.   Cherish His, this Christmas. 
 
May His Blessings be with you. 

Rev Celia   
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A Psalm of Life 

Tell me not in mournful numbers, 
Life is but an empty dream! 
For the soul is dead that slumbers, 
And things are not what they seem. 
 
Life is real! Life is earnest! 
And the grave is not its goal; 
Dust thou art, to dust thou returnest, 
Was not spoken of the soul. 

 

DO COME TO THE  
DONKEY SERVICE 
December 11

th
 at 11am 

Gloucester Cathedral 
 

This is the Pageant of the Donkey 
through the Gospels  
and is especially 

put on by Hop Skip and Jump for 
Children and Adults with additional 

needs 

Photographs in The Villager Magazine 
Many thanks to Tony Slater for this monthôs cover photo.  

 

If you have a photo of Avening or Cherington which you would like to share 
with us, please feel free to send it to us. You never know, it might turn up on 

the front coveré! 

editors@acvillager.co.uk 

In the world's broad field of battle, 
In the bivouac of Life, 
Be not like dumb, driven cattle! 
Be a hero in the strife! 
 
Lives of great men all remind us 
We can make our lives sublime, 
And, departing, leave behind us 
Footprints on the sand of time; 

 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

Contributed by Humphrey Carter 
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Services in Avening and Cherington  
December & January 

Sunday 2nd  
December 
ADVENT  
SUNDAY 

08.00  
09.30 

11.00 
 
3.00pm 

Avening 

Cherington 
Avening 
 
Cherington 

Holy Communion BCP 
Advent Service 
Holy Communion BCW and 
Sunday School 
Baptism:  Constance Coco Calypso 

    

Sunday 9th  
December 
 
 
 
 
CHILDRENôS 
CHRISTMAS 
PARTY 

08.00 
09.30 
11.00 
 
12.15pm 
 
3.30pm -
5.30pm 

Avening 
Cherington 
Avening 
 
Avening 
 
Avening 

NO SERVICE 
Matins BCP 
Holy Communion BCW and 
Sunday School 
Baptism: Oliver Thomas Owen Lloyd 
 
8-and-Under Childrenôs Party with 
entertainer. Bring & share tea & 
please bring a gift for special needs 
child .Tel. 832716 for numbers 

    

Sunday 16th  
December 

08.00 
5.00pm 
 
 
7.00pm 

Avening 
Cherington 
 
 
Avening 

Holy Communion BCP 
Nine Lessons and Carols by  
Candlelight (drinks in village hall  
afterwards)  
Nine Lessons and Carols by  
Candlelight 

    

Sunday 23rd  
December 

  No services 

    

CHRISTMAS 
EVE 

4.00pm 
 
10.00pm 
11.30pm 

Avening 
 
Cherington 
Avening 

The Crib Service (please bring a toy 
for a special needs child) 
MIDNIGHT MASS by Candlelight 
MIDNIGHT MASS by Candlelight 
 

    

CHRISTMAS 
DAY 

09.30 
11.00 

Cherington 
Avening 

Family Service 
Holy Communion BCW and Sunday 
School 
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Sunday 30th  
December 

08.00 
09.30 
11.00 

Avening 
Cherington 
Avening 

NO SERVICE 
Holy Communion BCW 
Holy Communion and Sunday 
School 
 

    

EPIPHANY  
Sunday 6th  
January 

08.00 
09.30 
11.00 

Avening 
Cherington 
Avening 

Holy Communion BCP 
Holy Communion BCW 
Holy Communion BCW and  
Sunday School 
 

    

Sunday 13th 
January 

08.00 
09.30 
11.00 

Avening  
Cherington 
Avening 

NO SERVICE 
Matins BCP 
Holy Communion BCW and  
Sunday School 
 

    

Sunday 20th 
January 

08.00 
09.30 
11.00 

Avening 
Cherington 
Avening 

Holy Communion BCP 
Holy Communion BCP 
Holy Communion BCW and  
Sunday School 
 

    

Sunday 27th 
January 

08.00 
09.30 
11.00 

Avening 
Cherington 
Avening 

NO SERVICE 
Holy Communion BCW 
Holy Communion BCW and 
Sunday School 
 

    

CANDLEMAS 
Sunday 3rd 
February 

08.00 
09.30 
11.00 

Avening 
Cherington 
Avening 

Holy Communion BCP 
Holy Communion BCW 
Holy Communion BCW and  
Sunday School 

Services in Avening and Cherington  
December & January 
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Church Duties in Avening  

Date Sides persons Chalice Sacristan 
 
Dec 2

nd
      George/Jeanie  Stephen Marion 

  
Dec 9

th
   Piers/Cas Paul Ann 

 
Dec 16

th 
  Carols and Lessons (7.00pm) 

 Stephanie/Margaret  Elizabeth 
  
Dec 24

th
 Crib Service (4.00pm) 

 Derrick  Marion 
    
  Midnight Mass Service (11.30pm) 
 Frances/George Stephen Ann 
 
Dec 25

th
         Stephanie/Cas              Derrick             Elizabeth 

 
Dec 30

th
  Jeanie/Margaret Paul Marion 

 
Jan 6

th
  George/Piers Derrick Ann  

 
Jan 13

th
  Stephanie/Cas Stephen Elizabeth 

 
Jan 20

th
  Frances/Margaret Paul Marion 

 
Jan 27

th
  George/Jeanie Derrick Ann 

 
Feb 3

rd
  Stephanie/Piers Stephen Elizabeth 

 
THERE WILL BE COFFEE AFTER THE SERVICE IN AVENING ON  

Dec 2
nd
   Jan 6

th
 and  Feb 3

rd
 

THE EDITORS OF THE VILLAGER WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE 

CONTRIBUTORS, DISTRIBUTORS, PROOF-READERS   

AND EVERYONE INVOLVED FOR THEIR HELP OVER THE PAST 

YEAR AND WE WOULD LIKE TO WISH YOU ALL A VERY 

HAPPY CHRISTMAS!! 



9 

 

 Event Day Time Where Contact 

Line  
Dancing 

Monday 7.30 - 
9.00pm 

 Social Club  

Cherington PC 4th Monday each 
month 

6.30pm Village Hall Sue 
01666 503370 

Youth Club Tuesday 6.00pm - 
8.00pm 

Memorial 
Hall 

Cassie 
01453 834182 

Yoga Wednesday 7.30pm -
9.00pm 

Memorial 
Hall 

Elles 
0781 555 2952  

WI  
 

2nd Thursday 
each month 

7.30pm Memorial 
Hall 

Maisie 
01453 834679 

Avening PC 3rd Thursday 
each month 

7.30pm Memorial 
Hall 

Caroline  
01285 380041 

Folk Club Thursday 8.15pm Cross Inn Chris 
01453 450 010  

Mobile 
Library 

Every other Fri-
day 

12.30pm -
12.50pm 

Cherington 
Green 

Sue Killoran 
01452 425 048 

Quiz Nights 1st /3rd Saturday 
each month 

7.30pm Cross Inn Claire 
08444 123 100 

Almost Angels  
Choir 

Sunday 12.15pm Holy Cross 
Church 

Derrick 
01453 835090 

 

Whatõs On In Avening and Cherington 
Please let us know if we have forgotten any regular event or if there is 

something you would like to have included here. 

Welcome to this All -Village bumper 

edition! We hope you enjoy reading it 

as much as we have in putting it 

together!  
 

(...and donõt forget that, if you don't already, you can subscribe for 

just Ã5 per year. Do spread the wordé.) 
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No.49 

Arthur Robins 

Private: 6
th
 Battalion, Royal West Kent Regiment 

Germany's Afrikacorps, which had seemed almost invincible in 1941 and 

1942, were, after a series of battles with Montgomery's 8
th
 Army (which 

included Arthur Robins and his battalion of West Kents) was driven back into 

Tunsia where they finally capitulated on the 8
th
 of May 1943. Up to March of 

that year, the Afrikacorps had been led by Field Marshall Erwin Rommel but ill 

health had forced his return to Germany. 

Prior to the German surrender in Tunis, there was much discussion on what 

to do with the 8
th
 Army once the victory was theirs. The American High 

Command were all for withdrawing most of the troops back to the UK in 

preparation for an attack across the Channel but Churchill was anxious to 

meet the Russian request for a second front. The invasion of France was a 

long way off and the options were Greece or Sicily. 

At the Casablanca meeting in January 1943, it was eventually agreed for an 

invasion of Sicily and Operation Husky was put into action - a joint Airborne 

and amphibious attack. On the 9
th
 of July, the American 7

th
 Army was landed 

in the Gulf of Gela and the British troops came ashore in the South East from 

the Gulf of Noto. The British airborne troops were aimed for Syracuse. As a 

whole, British troops met light Italian resistance on the first day and both 

Syracuse and Pancino were taken. By the 12
th
, a bridgehead had been 

formed. Montgomery decided to push ahead, moving northwards towards 

Catania and Mount Etna in an effort to take Messina. 

They met stiff resistance from German paratroopers and the mountainous 

countryside proved difficult to negotiate. However by the 6
th
 of August, the 

British force had arrived at the foothills of Mount Etna with troops moving 

both sides of the mountain. It was now that Arthur's luck ran out. Records are 

not available to say how or where he died so we are unable to say whether or 

not he was injured earlier and died of his wounds but the Commonwealth 

War Graves Commission gives his date of death as Wednesday the 11
th
 of 

August 1943. He is buried in the Catania War Cemetery, with a West Kent 

Avening Roll of Honour  
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colleague on either side. (Arthur Nicholson and 

Joseph Navesey aged 20, both of whom died on 

the 9
th
 of August).  

Arthur's parents were Thomas Robins (1869-

1942) and Harriett nee Rogers (1878-1951) who 

had married in 1895. They had at least seven 

children of which Arthur was one of the youngest, 

being born in 1917. There is no record of the 

younger children being baptised which may mean 

they were brought up as Baptists.  

He married Phyllis Osborne in the summer of 

1939 but there were no children of the marriage. 

Phyllis had moved to Frampton Mansell at the time of Arthur's death and 

remarried in 1952 to Jack Bedwell. 

We have been unable to find any close relatives to consult. 

Fred Vening 

The Church looks lovely when it is lit up at night. 

If you would like to have this in memory of a loved one, or to celebrate 
a special event, contact 

Paul Brown 
01453 835 983 

The cost is Ã5.00 for 2 hours 

Church Floodlighting 

26th November  

In memory of Arthur Whiting 

on what would have been his 90th birthday.     

From Phyllis and the family. 

 

22nd December 

In memory of Eric Roberts on his birthday  

from Ivy, Lynne, Tom and Manthie 
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Jack (Edgar John) Rymer  

16
th
 February 1919 - 31

st
 October 2012.  

I feel very honoured to have been invited to speak at such a large gathering 
of friends, family and relatives at this special service to remember and 
celebrate Jack's life. For many of us here today it is the people with whom 
we grew up and shared our early childhood experiences that have had the 
greatest influence in shaping our lives. We can all think of a person or family 
who has played that role in guiding and inspiring us along life's journey and 
for me, Jack Rymer and his family were a central part of my early life 
growing up here at Cherington.  

Jack was born on 16
th
 February 1919 at Westrip Farm, the home of his 

parents Ted and Gladys, who had farmed in the area since the turn of the 
century and had lived at Westrip since 1917. He was the eldest of three 
children and grew up with his two sisters Joan and Ruth. His early schooling 
was at home under the supervision of a Governess followed by Tetbury 
Grammar School. Cars were comparatively rare on the lanes around 
Cherington and Jack travelled to school by pony and trap accompanied his 
two sisters Joan and Ruth; that is, until the three of them managed to 
overturn the trap at Summerwell, after which Jack was demoted to a 
pushbike. When it came to Philip and John's education at Wycliffe College 
Jack's own memories of cycling to school flooded back and Philip.and John 
were duly issued with bicycles to make the daily journey to Minchinhampton 
to catch the bus on to Wycliffe College.  

It was assumed from the very start that Jack would follow in his father's 
footsteps and help to run the farm. He received no formal agricultural 
training, but instead learnt all there was to know about farming under the 
guidance and watchful eye of his father Ted. Westrip was a mixed farm with 
dairy cattle producing milk, butter and cheese, corn, cattle, sheep, poultry 
and later pigs. Farming in those days was very labour intensive with few 
machines. When Jack asked for a pay rise, his father was not very 
forthcoming and instead, suggested that Jack should rear some pigs for 
himself. This was one of Jack's first solo farming enterprises, and it must 
have been successful as Jack continued to rear pigs for most of his farming 
life. On another occasion when Jack was looking at ways to boost his income 
it was agreed by his father that he could contract out the Westrip Combine 
Harvester. Westrip had one of the first Combines in the area and Jack and 
his combine was much in demand.  

At the outbreak of war, aged 21, Jack joined the Royal Gloucester Hussars 
and trained to be a tank operator. Tank training took place at Aston Down, 
Cheltenham Racecourse and Warminster. While The Royal Gloucester 
Hussars, including Jack, were half way across the channel in May 1940 to 
reinforce the allies in northern France, they were ordered to return to 
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England, because the decision had been taken for the evacuation at 
Dunkirk. Jack came out of the army late 1941 or early 1942 due to an 
injured toe..   Jack's army training gave him the qualities and authority to be 
a Special Constable.   There was little crime to fight on the roads around 
Cherington but Jack was given a special commendation award for his 
efforts in breaking up a brawl one night in Tetbury. Jack often recalled his 
time as a Special Constable doing his rounds on turkey patrol on the lead 
up to Christmas.   
 
Back home on the farm at Westrip, D-day celebrations were taking place 
and it was at one of these celebration dances around 1944 that Jack met 
Jane. Jane was the daughter of a successful Company director whose home 
was in Oxfordshire. Jane had a passion for farming and had recently taken a 
diploma in agriculture at Reading University. At the time she was lodging at 
Tudor house in Cherington and working for the Ministry of Agriculture 
inspecting dairy farms in Gloucestershire. Through Young Farmers social 
events and dances their courtship blossomed and following their 
engagement they were married at Ibstone church near Nettlebed 
Oxfordshire on 3rd October, 1946.  
 
Newlyweds Jack and Jane first lived at Little Larkhill near Tetbury, followed 
by Culkerton and then Colly Farm near Cherington. John was born at 
Culkerton, followed by Philip at Kingsley House, Tetbury and Charles at 
Colly Farm. Jack gradually took on more of the arable responsibilities at 
Westrip from his father and then around 1955 it was agreed by the Tarltons 
that they should have their own home on the farm. The story goes that Jack 
and Jane were given the option by Edward and Malcolm Tarlton of having 
the house built anywhere on the farm, either at Westrip next to Jack's 
parents or in Cherington near the school. Jack and Jane chose a plot of land 
called 'Green Gastons' halfway between the two which offered both peace 
and privacy. Family life at the Gastons continued pretty much the same for 
the next twenty years as the three boys grew up. Besides the rest of his 
farming commitments Jack continued to rear his pigs, while Jane tended 
her flock of poultry, which provided eggs and meat. Besides the farm Jack 
found time to pursue his hobbies, attending to the garden, playing skittles 
and dinghy sailing at South Cerney, all in addition to caring for his growing 
family. Jack was a member of the Tetbury skittle league and local police 
team. He was much in demand for his consistently high scores and good 
company.  
 

Written by John Sproule of Slad; 
son of a previous rector of Cherington 

 
(We will continue with the rest of John Sprouleôs address in the next edition 

of the Villager. Eds.) 
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ммтл 
5ŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ 
ŀ .ŜŎƪŜǧ 

Wǳǎǘ млл ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ Iƻƭȅ /ǊƻǎǎΦ  L ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŜǊŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŀƴŘŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ ŀ .ŜŎƪŜǧΣ 
ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ IŜƴǊȅ LLΚ 

ммфл /ǊǳǎŀŘŜǎ 
²Ƙƻ ŦǊƻƳ !ǾŜƴƛƴƎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ǊǳǎŀŘŜǎ ƻǊ 
ǿŀƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ  5ƛŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƻǳǊ  
ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ǘƻ ŬƎƘǘΚ 

мнмр aŀƎƴŀ /ŀǊǘŀ ²ŀǎ ŀƴȅ ƴƻōƭŜƳŀƴ ŦǊƻƳ !ǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘΚ 

мопу .ƭŀŎƪ 5ŜŀǘƘ 
! ǘƘƛǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ǿƛǇŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǇƛŘŜƳπ
ƛŎΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ŘŜŀǘƘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΚ 

мпмр !ƎƛƴŎƻǳǊǘ 
5ƛŘ ǿŜ ƘƻƭŘ ŀ ŦŜŀǎǘ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ 
ǘƘŜ CǊŜƴŎƘΚ 

мроп
Ҧ 

/ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ  
9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ 

IŜƴǊȅ ōǊŜŀƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ wƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ŀƭƭ ƴƻōƭŜƳŜƴ 
ǘƻ ǎǿŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ά!Ŏǘ ƻŦ {ǳǇǊŜƳŀŎȅέ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
ƻŦ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ 

мрос 
¢ȅƴŘŀƭŜΩǎ  
ōǳǊƴƛƴƎ 

Iƻǿ ŘƛŘ ǿŜ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǳǊƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ¢ȅƴŘŀƭŜΣ ōƻǊƴ ǎƻ ƴŜŀǊ 
ǘƻ ƘŜǊŜΣ ŦƻǊ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōƛōƭŜ ƛƴǘƻ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΚ 

мслр DǳƴǇƻǿŘŜǊ Ǉƭƻǘ ²ŀǎ ƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƭƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΚ 

мсмм YƛƴƎ WŀƳŜǎΩ .ƛōƭŜ 
CƛǊǎǘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ς ǿƘƻ ǎǘƻƻŘ ƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƛǘ 
ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŬǊǎǘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΚ 

мспф 
/ƘŀǊƭŜǎ LL  
ŜȄŜŎǳǘŜŘ 

Iƻǿ ŘƛŘ ǿŜ ƘŜŀǊΚ ²ƛǘƘ /ǊƻƳǿŜƭƭΩǎ ƳŜƴ ǎƻ ŎƭƻǎŜ Ƙƻǿ ŘƛŘ ǿŜ  
ǊŜŀŎǘΚ 

мттр 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ²ŀǊ ƻŦ 
LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ 

Iƻǿ ŘƛŘ ǿŜ ǊŜŀŎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƻƴƛŜǎΚ ²ŜǊŜ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ  
ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŬƎƘǝƴƎ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƳƛƎǊŀǝƻƴΚ 

мулр ¢ǊŀŦŀƭƎŀǊ 
5ƛŘ ǿŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ƛƴ !ǾŜƴƛƴƎ  ȅŜǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ 
CǊŜƴŎƘΚ 

мупл tŜƴƴȅ tƻǎǘ ²Ƙƻ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ƭŜǧŜǊ ƛƴ !ǾŜƴƛƴƎΚ ²ƘŜǊŜ ŦǊƻƳΚ 

муул 
tǊƛƳŀǊȅ  
9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ 

/ƻƳǇǳƭǎƻǊȅ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ мл ȅŜŀǊǎ 
ƻŦ ŀƎŜΦ ²ƘƻǎŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƎǊŀƴŘǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǘƻ 
ŀǧŜƴŘ Κ 

мфлм 5ŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀ Iƻǿ ŘƛŘ ǿŜ ƳŀǊƪ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ vǳŜŜƴ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΚ 

мфмп
Ҧ 

DǊŜŀǘ ²ŀǊ 
.ƻȅǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƭŜƊ ǘƻ ŬƎƘǘ ƛƴ CƭŀƴŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ DŀƭƭƛǇƻƭƛ
ς ǎƻƳŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴΦ .ǳǘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǊƎƻǧŜƴ 

мфну 
±ƻǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ  
²ƻƳŜƴ 

!ƭƭ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƻǾŜǊ нм ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǾƻǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǝƳŜΦ  ²Ƙƻ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
ŬǊǎǘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƛƴ !ǾŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǾƻǘŜΚ 

мфоф ²² LL ²Ƙƻ ƭŜƊ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ǘƻ ŬƎƘǘ ƛƴ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΣ bƻǊǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΣ .ǳǊƳŀΚ 

мфрн /ƻǊƻƴŀǝƻƴ 5ƛŘ ǿŜ ǘƘǊƻǿ ŀ ǇŀǊǘȅ ƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƻǊƻƴŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ vǳŜŜƴ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΚ 

мфуф ²²² 
¢ƛƳ .ŜǊƴŜǊǎ [ŜŜ ƛƴǾŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ƛŘŜ ²ŜōΦ ²Ƙƻ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ 
ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƛƴ !ǾŜƴƛƴƎΚ 

мффп ²ƻƳŜƴ tǊƛŜǎǘǎ ¢ƘŜ / ƻŦ 9 ŀŘƳƛǘǎ ²ƻƳŜƴ tǊƛŜǎǘǎΦ !ǾŜƴƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘΗ 

Holy Cross Timeline 

IŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ ŀ ǝƳŜƭƛƴŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ  

aŀƴȅ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ {ǘǳŀǊǘ ²ŀƭƪƭŜȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ƛŘŜŀΗ 
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HIGH CULTURE IN AVENING 
 
The choice of the words in the November 
issue of  The Villager, P.38, òSuperb 
Treatò (with capitals) could not have been 
bettered and on the big evening, 15

th
 

November. their promise was fulfilled in the 
most spectacular way with the SUPERB 
performance of Sir Willard White, Bass, at 
Avening Parish Church.  A sell-out audience 
awaited his appearance and was assured of 
a great vocal experience even before he had 
sung a note, for his beautiful speaking voice 
is most impressive. 
 
He started his programme with a couple of 
rollicking Vaughan Williams songs, ñThe 
Vagabondò and ñBright is the Ring of Wordsò 
from his Songs of Travel, with lyrics taken 
from a R.L.Stephenson anthology of the 
same name.  There followed two operatic 
arias, ñElla Giammai Môamoò from Verdiôs 

ñDon Carloò and then ñIn Diesem Heiligen Hallenò from Mozartôs ñThe Magic 
Fluteò. I personally cannot remember ever hearing a better rendering of the 
first of these in many years of listening to operas and collecting gramophone 
records of the genre.  A song by Charles Ives, ñIn the Alleyò, was introduced 
and delighted us all. From Aaron Coplandôs arrangement of the song cycle, 
ñOld American Songsò, Sir Willard sang ñThe Dodgerò, ñThe Simple Giftò and 
ñI bought me a Catò, highlighting the humour from them all.  Rogers and 
Hammerstein had their turn next with ñIf I 
Loved Youò and ñSome Enchanted Evening,ò 
both beautifully sung. 
 
ñGershwinôs ñI got plenty oô Nuttinò from 
ñPorgy and Bessò was another star item.  
The concert was completed with a couple of 
Spirituals, ñDeep Riverò and ñOld Man 
River,ò both extremely moving.  The evening 
ended with a fully deserved standing ovation 
for the artist.  
 

What a TREAT! 
 

B.Kenny 



16 

 



17 

 

Remembrance Sunday in Avening, 11th November 2012 
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GILL REDPATH 
 

 

 
It was a standing joke in the Redpath household that, when Gill was talking 
about her children, they were never quite sure if she was talking about her 
own children or the children from her class at Avening Primary school!   
More often than not, now that her own children are all grown, Gill will be 
thinking and speaking of the children that she knows and teaches in the 
village school.   She told me that the school and everyone involved in it is a 
source of pleasure and great pride to her.   She feels that she is so lucky to 
be doing a job which she loves and looks forward to each day.   Over the 
years Gill has been involved in the care of so many of our children and has 
become a well known member of our community.   What could be better 
than to hear about her unusual and full life?  Typically, Gill insisted, when I 
first asked for her help, that her life had been quite óordinaryô.  I beg to differ! 
 
Born in 1954 in Durham, to Scottish parents, Gill was the eldest of the four 
children in the family.   Her father was in the Navy during the War and when 
demobbed went to university and studied to become an architect.   Life 
drawing was part of his training, (I donôt know if architectural students have 
to do life classes these days!) and the story goes that a young Sean 
Connery was one of the models!   His initial work was in Durham, where Gill 
and her younger brother were born.   When Gill was only 3 years old, he 

Village People  
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took up a post as an architect in Kenya.   He was out there for 3 months 
before the family joined him in Nairobi, after an exciting 5 week journey by 
boat, as planes were not the usual mode of travel at that time! 
    
Gillôs memories of her early childhood in Kenya are idyllic.   It was a time of 
freedom, usually running barefoot in glorious weather in a land of wonder.   
There were trips to Game Parks and Christmases were typically spent on 
the beach in Mombasa.   Gill says that she was unaware of racial prejudice, 
but she knows that her parents disapproved of many of the attitudes 
prevalent at the time amongst the white community.   During the time they 
lived out there Kenya gained its independence in 1963.   Until that time Gillôs 
school had no black or coloured pupils, but she does remember in her last 
year that there were two non- white children in her class. 
    
Sadly, on Christmas Day in 1965, Gillôs father died very suddenly, following 
a major heart attack aged only 40.   Her mother was left a widow at the age 
of 37, with four young children.   Gill was 11, with her siblings 9, 7, and 5.   
Her aunt came out from Edinburgh to help her mother pack up the family 
home and organise their return to this country.   Her mother bought a house 
in Edinburgh and the family settled there for the next few years.   
Fortunately for the young family, Gillôs mother was a woman of resource and 
determination.   Before marrying she had trained as a drama teacher.   To 
support herself and the children she opened a nursery school in one of the 
front rooms of the house.  
 
As a girl, Gillôs mother and her family enjoyed happy holidays on the Isle of 
Iona, off the south coast of Mull.   They spent the whole summer there, 
living in the croft house, while their hosts moved into the ñbut and benò (a 
simple two roomed cottage) next door!   She had always felt a special 
connection with the Western Isles and was determined that her own children 
should have the chance to experience the same magic.   So she in her turn 
took Gill and her brothers and sister back to Iona each summer.   Not only 
was Iona a ñdryò island in those days, there was also no shop so everything 
needed for the holiday had to be taken up or sent ahead by carrier!  To get 
to the island they went by sea, hauling the luggage on and off the boat.   
They were met at the jetty by Mr. Beaton, driving his Massey Ferguson 
tractor and all their stores were loaded onto his trailer.   They joined in with 
the work of the croft and loved roaming the island and revisiting favourite 
haunts.   Years later, when her family had grown up, Gillôs mother decided to 
leave Edinburgh and in 1980 she moved to Frachadil Farm on the Isle of 
Mull.   The pattern of the past continued and Gill and her family, as well as 
her siblings and their families, continued the annual summer holidays on 
Mull.   It is only very recently that her mother finally decided to leave Mull 
and return to the mainland to live near Gillôs sister and her family in 
Aberfoyle.   
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Gill went to University in Aberdeen and there met Chris.   They have been 
married for 34 years and have four children, Nicola, Hannah, and twins 
Rebecca and Tom.   Although Gill graduated and obtained her teaching 
qualification to teach sciences at secondary school in 1977, she initially 
worked at Napier College in Edinburgh, where she was involved in 
developing plant keys to be used for identifying the plants and seaweeds at 
a local authority outdoor education centre. 
 
Meanwhile, Chris, having graduated with a degree in Agriculture, got a job in 
what would have been the old county of Rutland, so they left Edinburgh and 
moved south.  Gill found a job in a new comprehensive school in 
Peterborough, where she remained from 1979 ï 1983.   She remembers it 
as an exciting and challenging school, with some inspirational teachers. 
   
Their first child, Nicola was born in 1983 and when Nicola was only eight 
weeks old, Chrisôs job changed which meant another move: first to 
Coldstream and to then Kelso, where they made their home between 1983 
and1990.   During their time in Kelso, their other three children were born.  
In 1990, again with Chrisôs job, the family moved firstly to Cirencester into 
temporary accommodation and then finally in July 1990 to Sandford Leaze 
here in Avening.   When I asked Gill ñwhy Avening?ò she replied that once 
she had visited the school here she knew that she had found the ideal place 
to raise the children.   As she put it ñIt just felt rightò!    
 
Once the twins were at playgroup, Gill was able to start her gradual return to 
teaching, initially as a supply teacher.   She began to hear readers in the 
school and help out with the science teaching and about twelve years ago 
she was appointed as a member of the permanent staff.   She has taught 
most of the age groups in the school and particularly enjoys teaching the 
older children, as they prepare for the next stage of their education at 
secondary level.   Chris, at the ripe old age of 44 decided on a career 
change and trained as a primary school teacher.   He retired earlier this 
year, after fifteen years at St Marks School in Cheltenham.   Gill says that he 
is revelling in retirement! 
 
Last year Nicola, Chris and Gillôs eldest daughter, got married.  The picture 
at the head of this piece was taken of them on that happy occasion. 
 
Gill continues to enjoy being part of the school and local community here in 
Avening and she and Chris look forward to the future with their family and 
friends.    
 

Frances Conway 
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Your Village Shop 
Needs  

YOU! 
 

This village is very lucky to have its own 
Shop and Post Office  

 

It sells everything from groceries to wine, 
and from sweets to meat and dairy 

products, as well as newspapers and 
unusual birthday cards  

 

But without regular customers, it 
WILL NOT be able to continue  

 

And if  it goes, the Post Office will too  
 

So before you hop in the car to drive to 
the supermarket, try the shop first  

 

The shop is open from early morning until 
late most days, including the weekends  
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OPEN MONDAY TO FRIDAY 8.00am. TO 6.00 pm. 51 WEEKS OF THE 

YEAR 

OFSTED REGISTERED FOR CHILDREN FROM 3 months TO 5 years 

PLEASE CALL STEPH On 01666 502830 FOR FURTHER INFORMATION  



23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

We will turn on the lights of the village at 5.30pm followed by 

carols on the green, mulled wine and mince pies.  

Do join us to start our village celebrations 

 

ALL WELCOME  

CHERINGTON VILLAGE 

 CHRISTMAS TREE  

LIGHTING  

SATURDAY 8TH  

DECEMBER  

5.30 PM 
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2012 in Avening  

January: Ringing in he New Year 

February:    Brrrrr! 

May:   Summer on the way? 

June:   Queenôs Jubilee 

September: Back to school 

November:  
Rememberence 
Sunday 

October 
Cherington Lake 


