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Opening Times:  
Mon to Sat - Midday 
to 11.00.pm  
Sun  ï Midday to 
10.30pm 
 
Longfords  
Minchinhampton  
GL6 9AL 
Tel: 01453 832520  

'bake at home' 2in1 pies  
available to collect now! 

 

The home of the famous '2in1' pie 
Full menu served all day every day  
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Parish Priest:    The Reverend Celia Carter  
Tel: 01453 832 716         Fax: 01453 834 885 

The Villager Magazine 
 

Editors   editors@acvillager.co.uk 
    Jane Archer, Frances Conway & Derrick Pierce 
       07812 137161 (Jane)    01453 832177 (Frances) 
    01453 835090 Derrick) 
 

Advertising  editors@acvillager.co.uk 
    Wendy Jennings 

 

Deliveries  01453 834 834 

    Cas Boddam-Whetham 
 

Deadline  20th of each month 

AVENING   

Churchwardens George Buchanan 01453  833 016 

 Stephanie Hamilton 01453  834 910 

PCC Secretary Ann Buxton 01453 836342 

PCC Treasurer Peter Best 01453 835 287 

Organist Stuart Walkley 01453 757 784 

Flower Team Gill Adams 
Doreen Pierce  

01453833175 
01453835090  

CHERINGTON   

Churchwardens Roger Gegg 01453 834 805 

 John Bate-Williams 01666 503 544 

Sacristan Beryl Milsom 01285 841 248 

PCC Secretary Elizabeth Workman 01285 841 294 

PCC Treasurer Robert Riddington   

Organist Elizabeth Workman 01285 841 294 

 Beryl Milsom 01285 841 248 

Flower Team Elizabeth Workman 01285 841 294 

Reader licenced to 
Avening & Cherington  

Derrick Pierce 01453 835 090 
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Services in Avening & Cherington  
July  

 
Sunday  08.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCP 
1st July  09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCW 
    02.00 Avening  FETE & SONGS OF PRAISE 4.30PM 
 
Saturday 
7th July    Avening  Wedding 
 
Sunday  08.00 Avening  NO SERVICE 
8th July   09.30 Cherington Matins 

    11.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCW & 
         Sunday School 
    02.30 Avening  Baptism 
 
    Saturday 
    14th July    Avening  Wedding 
 
Sunday  08.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCP 
15th July   09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCP 
    11.00 Avening  FAMILY CELEBRATION SERVICE 
 
Sunday  08.00 Avening  NO SERVICE 
22nd July  11.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCW & 
         Sunday School 
    12.15 Avening  Baptism 
    19.00 Cherington FLOWER SHOW EVENSONG 
 
Sunday  08.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCP 
29th July  09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCW 
    11.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCW & 
         Sunday School 
 
Sunday  08.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCP 
5th August  09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCW 
    11.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCW & 
         Sunday School 
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The Church looks lovely when it is lit up 
at night. 

 

If you would like to have this in memory 
of a loved one, or to celebrate a special 

event, contact 
 

Paul Brown 
01453 835 983 

 

The cost is Ã5.00 for 2 hours 

 

Church Floodlighting 
 

 

Church Duties in Avening  

Date  Sides persons Chalice Sacristan 
 
1st July   Avening Church Fete      No Services 

  
8th July  Jeanie/George         Paul           Ann 
  
15th July  Cas/ Margaret       Stephen        Marion 
  
22nd July Stephanie /Frances        Paul            Elizabeth 

  
29th July Piers/George       Stephen         Ann 
  
5th August Jeanie/ Cas                  Paul             Marion 

 
COFFEE WILL BE SERVED AFTER THE SERVICE IN AVENING ON 

5th AUGUST 

TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE 

Longfords Mill, Minchinhampton  

This road will be closed on Sunday 12th August 2012 to allow for tree cutting 
to free overhead power cables by contractors working on behalf of Western 

Power Distribution. 

If you require any further information regarding this closure please contact the 
office on 08000 514514. 
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Wow!  That was some celebration!!........Never to be forgotten and I love it 
that the flags and bunting are still flying because the Jubilee Celebrations 
are too good to pack away.   
 
In both Avening and Cherington the enthusiasm shown by all those who 
organised events, and those who joined in, was infectious and the parties 
some of the best I have been to.  The School celebrated with a Royal Week 
with all the children joining in and the Church celebrated with a combined 
service for both Parishes to commemorate the Royal Jubilee.  At the service 
so many attended that we were able to take the Mexican wave right down to 
the gate and back again.  This was followed by an elegant luncheon in a 
brilliantly decorated marquee in Cherington after an energetic game of 
Rounders to work up the appetite!  The Royal Beacon party on Monday 
evening was blessed with a burst of sunshine and was warm enough for it to 
be fun to be out of doors.  There was a wonderful community feeling with 
over four hundred people coming up the hill to feast on hog roast and watch 
the Buckingham Palace Concert on a big screen having had a fantastic 
introduction to it all by the Two Jims Jazz Band.  The schoolchildren led us 
into dancing and there was plenty of singing and dancing throughout the 
evening.  We all had a hand in planting the Royal Oak from the Sandringham 
Estate, presented to the village by Tony Russell, and it is now growing in full 
view for all to see.  A million thanks to all who helped organise it including 
those who built the Beacon which, when lit, was seen across the valley and 
more.   What a week to remember!    

Rev.Celia 
 
 

TRIBUTE TO ROSEMARY EVANS (1931-2012) 
Written by Allan and read by Reverend Celia at Holy Cross Church  30th 

May 2012 
The family and I give thanks for the life of my dear wife Rosemary. 

We have enjoyed a fantastic life together for 58 years and we thank God 
for that. 

Rosemary leaves a loving husband (Allan), son (Ken), and daughter 
(Liz.), four Grandchildren and seven Great grandchildren, from the age of 

about 2 years she loved to teach them all to paint and draw. 
At the moment life without her seems unbearable, but help from family 

and friends will see us through. 
Thank you all  

Allan 

 

The Parish Letter  
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 Event Day Time Where Contact 

Line  
Dancing 

Monday 7.30 - 
9.00pm 

 Social Club  

Cherington PC 4th Monday each 
month 

6.30pm Village Hall Sue 
01666 503370 

Youth Club Tuesday 6.00 - 
8.00pm 

Memorial 
Hall 

Cassie 
01453 834182 

Scottish  
Country Dancing 

Back in the  
Autumn 

8.00 - 
10.00pm 

Social Club Derrick 
01453 835090 

WI  
 

2nd Thursday 
each month 

7-30pm Memorial 
Hall 

Maisie 
01453 834679 

Avening PC 3rd Thursday 
each month 

7.30pm Memorial 
Hall 

Julie 
01453 751823  

Folk Club Thursday 8.15pm Cross Inn Chris 
01453 450010  

Mobile 
Library 

Every other Fri-
day 

12.30 -
12.50pm 

Cherington 
Green 

 

Entertainment 1st Saturday each 
month 

8.00pm Social Club Derek 
01453 835752 

Quiz Nights 1st /3rd Saturday 
each month 

7.30pm Cross Inn  

Almost Angels  
Choir 

Back in the  
Autumn 

12.15pm Holy Cross 
Church 

Derrick 
01453 835090 

 

Whatõs On In Avening & Cherington 
Please let us know if we have forgotten any regular event or if there is 

something you would like to have included here. 

Photographs in The Villager Magazine 
Many thanks to Tony Slater for this monthôs cover photo.  

 

If you have a photo of Avening or Cherington which you would like to share 
with us, please feel free to send it to us. You never know, it might turn up on 

the front coveré! 

editors@acvillager.co.uk 
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Rosemary Evans 
 

More than one person has said to me 
ñThere could never be another  
Rosemaryòé.and I am sure that we all 
feel the same. 
 
Mary was unique, loving, funny and full 
of stories and laughteré.òa wonderful 
wifeò as Alan wrote, and indeed a much 
loved Mum, grandmother and great 
grandmother. 
 
She was born into one of the oldest 
families in Avening, the Fletchers, and 
therefore is related to many of you who 
are here today.   Her mother used to 
push her around in a big old fashioned 

pram tucked up with a puppy with both their heads sharing the same pillow. 
She and Pearl grew up in the village, went to school here and then onto 
Tetbury Grammar.  Mary had wonderful memories of the village as it was 
then.  You will have read of these in the village magazine a few months ago, 
and Mary was delighted that so many people complimented her on her 
journal. 
 
She had a very rare and lovely quality of trusting all whom she met.  
Sometimes, Alan said, this wasnôt always a good thing but mostly people 
responded to her openness and friendship with delightéé. but going around 
Tesco was a slow business as Rosemary had to stop and talk to everyone!! 
 
Mary worked at Longfords and Newman Hinders before moving onto  Echo 
Electronics in Malmesbury where she and Alan met in 1954.  Rosemary was a 
draughtsman. She loved drawing and painting,  and it remained an important 
part of her life.  Lately she has been part of the Avening Painting Group and 
exhibited her paintings along with the other artists.  She taught her children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren to draw and paint from a very early 
age. 
 
When we first arrived in Avening, Rosemary came up to help me out in the 
main house and was wonderful.  Singing while she worked, making the 
children laugh and doing slightly eccentric things.  One morning, when up in 
an unused bedroom, she thought that the fireplace looked dusty and forlorn 
so decided to put a match to the paper stuffed up the chimney.  In no time at 
all the chimney, full of fifty years of birdsô nests and twigs,  went up in  flames.  
Great excitement!  Fire engines coming from all directions, hoses dowsing the 
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roof, firemen all over the house, furniture being carried out.  And there was 
Mary, as serene as ever, saying to my husband:  ñWell Colonel, thatôs one 
chimney you wonôt need to get swept!!ò 
 
She joined in most activities in the village and always with enthusiasm!  She 
sang in the Church Choir for many, many years and loved the services.  It 
always seemed to me that she had a direct line to the Almighty as she had no 
doubt at all that her prayers would be answered.  During her last weeks, even 
when in pain and confusion, she naturally turned to prayer and trusted that, in 
the end, all would be well. 
 
Another important part of her life was her membership of the WI.  She made 
many friends there and they have been a great comfort to her in these months 
of illness.  One of them recalled how in the days when the WI had evenings of  
Country Dancing,  Mary would have them in fits of laughter, as she could 
never remember which way to turn in the Dozy Doe, and would get everyone 
in a muddle.  She never minded and would laugh at herself,  and loved the 
evenings. 
 

Rosemary was a wonderful Mum to both Ken and Liz.  Liz remembers how 
she and her friends, when they were about nine years old, would go around 
the village Carol Singing, but were sent back on several occasions to 
persuade Mary to go with them as then they collected far more money.  Later 
on, when Lizzie was in her teens and went with her friends to village dances 
only to find she was too shy to get up and dance, she knew that, as soon as 
Mary came along, she would be up on the dance floor in no time. 
 
So many happy memories: Christmas tea parties at Avening Court, and in my 
house, with Mary leading the carols, pantomimes in the village hall,  Motherôs 
Union, the Pig Face Feast, and WI meetings.  All were part of Rosemaryôs life. 
She and Alan loved travelling tooé.AustriaéGermanyéFranceéand latterly, 
painting holidays in Devon. 
 
Rosemary had a wonderful life, giving and receiving love from all whom she 
met.  She was wonderfully generous and kind, and lived out her Christian 
Faith in all that she did.  I remember one occasion when I was taking the 
funeral of another dear friend. During the address I faltered and found it hard 
to continue, and then a voice from the back of the Church called out:  ñCome 
on Celia! You can do it!!ò 
 
Rosemary, how I wish I could hear you call out to encourage me again, for it is 
difficult for all of us to say óGood byeô today. Thank you for your love, your 
friendship, your laughter, and for all that you gave to life in Avening. 
 
God bless you and welcome you into his Kingdom!    AMEN! 

Rev. Celia 
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Avening Roll of Honour 
No. 46 

 

Robert W Pearse 
Private: Royal Army Service Corps 

 

The American luxury cruise liner, the SS Manhattan, was commissioned in 
1931 for the United States Line but the ship was converted into a troopship in 
June 1941 and renamed the USS Wakefield. In November of that year, she 
sailed to Halifax, Nova Scotia and there, took on board 6,000 British troops, 

men of the 54th 
Infantry Brigade. 
Among the support 
troops of the three 
Infantry battalions 
was Robert Pearse 
of the Group 
Transport Company. 
The Wakefield set 
sail in convoy for 
Cape Town where 
she arrived on the 
8th of December, the 
day after the 
Japanese attack on 
Pearl Harbour. 

Because of the changing strategic situation in the Far East the convoy was 
rerouted to Singapore, via Bombay, leaving there on the 19th of January 
1942 and arriving in Singapore ten days later. 

The Japanese Army in Malaya had been advancing towards Singapore by 
this time and, in fact, were only thirty miles away when the troops on the 

Wakefield disembarked. Robert was in Singapore just seventeen days when 
the British Army in Singapore surrendered and, having been taken prisoner, 
he was held in a number of POW camps in Changi and Southern Thailand. 

The Japanese needed better infrastructure in the region to support further 
advances and so construction of the infamous Burma Railway was started in 
October, employing the British and Commonwealth prisoners as slave labour. 
We do not know how Robert died but the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission give the date of his death as Wednesday the 16th of December 
1942. He was 34 years old. 

U.S.S. WAKEFIELD 
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Meanwhile, things had been happening in Avening. Robert, born in Fountain 
Street, Nailsworth in 1908 had married Nora Bingham, a Derbyshire girl, in the 
Spring of 1941. The couple had set up home in what is now known as Criech 
Cottage, Avening. Military records do not tell us when he left for overseas but 
he had a couple of months of married life before embarkation. Nora gave birth 
to a daughter Rosemary in the Spring of 1942, by which time Robert was a 
prisoner. 

Rosemary never saw her father and, indeed, it may well have been that 
Robert never learnt of her existence. 

It is believed that Robert died whilst working on the Burma Railway and was 
buried on the spot. The War Graves Commission spent much time in locating 
these isolated graves and the deceased were re-interred in one large 
cemetery ï the Kanchanaburi War Cemetery, Thailand. 

Nora would have received his two medals ï the 1939/45 War Medal and the 
1939/45 Star. 

Nora remarried in Reading in 1949 and Rosemary married in 1963 in 
Derbyshire. 

We have not been able to locate any relatives. My thanks to Joyce and Riley 
Vincent for their assistance. 

 
Fred Vening 

Avening Church Fete 

Sunday 1st July!! 
Donôt miss out on the 2012 Raffleééé..!!! 

 

1st prize £300 cash 

2nd prize £100 cash 

3rd prize £50 cash 
 

Numerous other prizes as well. House-to-house deliveries of tickets will 
begin after the Jubilee holiday, so that you can buy your tickets early. If 

anyone would like tickets to sell, please contact Diane Martin on 
diane.martin@hillfarmhouse.net  
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.ƛŘƳŜŀŘ ϧ /ƻΦ ŀǊŜ ŀƴ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘŜŘ 

ǘŜŀƳ ƻŦ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǎǘƻƴŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǝƻƴ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘǎ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǝƳŜ 

ƘƻƴƻǳǊŜŘ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŀƴŘ 

ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎƳ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ /ƻǘǎǿƻƭŘǎ 

!ǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŀƭ {ǘƻƴŜƳŀǎƻƴǊȅ 

wŜǎǘƻǊŀǝƻƴΣ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ ϧ bŜǿ .ǳƛƭŘ 

5Ǌȅ {ǘƻƴŜ ²ŀƭƭƛƴƎ 

[ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇƛƴƎ 
 

ǿǿǿΦōƛŘƳŜŀŘǎǘƻƴŜΦŎƻΦǳƪ 
aΥ лтулл рслппу 

On the evening of Sunday June 3rd about 70 or 80 people braved the rain 
to enjoy hearing the St. Andrews University Madrigal Group give a con-
cert of great music from the ages of the two Elizabeths, in celebration of 
the Queens Diamond Jubilee 
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CONGRATULATIONS!   

to our very own  

Rev. Celia Carter 
Who was awarded the MBE in the Queenôs Birth-
day Honours List for services to Children and the 
community, working as a Trustee for the Seven 

Springs Foundation 

 

 

The Foundationôs aim is simple: to give a special welcome to the families of 

children with special needs and provide unique, supervised and vital day care 

and respite with support for parents and carers in a carefree environment 

where there are no sneers or stares. 

The Foundationôs Hop Skip & Jump centres provide play and support for 

children with a disability, life threatening illness, or any special need. They also 

offer vital day care respite for the children, their families and carers. Hop Skip 

& Jump give these special children the opportunity to build confidence, social 

skills and self esteem whilst providing parents, cares and siblings a place to 

have a well earned break. 

AND IN AVENING & CHERINGTON 
 

Since 1994, Celia has served our benefice as a Non-stipendiary Priest 
and incidentally became the first non-stipendiary priest to be given the 
cure of souls in her own parishes.  

http://www.hopskipandjump.org.uk/default.htm
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A Parish Away Weekend 

March 15-17 2013 we are planning a weekend away with Rev. Celia Carter 
before she retires on Easter Day. This will be at the beautiful Lee Abbey 
Christian conference centre in Devon.(www.leeabbey.org.uk) This was a very 
`posh` hotel in the 20`s and is set in its own bay amid stunning scenery. Food 
is yummy and the young people, who are part of the community that care for 
us, are delightful and from all over the world. 

There is a programme but this is 
optional. Walking and other 
outdoor and indoor activities are 
many and varied. Itôs a fabulous 
place for children and teenagers 
who have their own programme of 

fun things to do. 

These `Renew, Refresh and 
Resource` weekends are 
designed to help groups, 
Individuals, churches to 
strengthen their relationships with 
each other, to deepen their 

relationship with God and to learn how to be salt and light more effectively in 
their local communities and places of work. 

The cost (full board for 2 nights) is Ã136. If you would like to come but feel it`s 
beyond your budget please let me know as we may be able to help with 
funding. This will be done in strictest confidence. 

If you want to book a place please contact me for a booking form: 

Cas Boddam-Whetham. E-mail:casbw@btinternet.com 

Telephone no:01453 834834 

http://www.leeabbey.org.uk/
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Church of England Educational 

Fund  

Money from The Church of England 

Educational Fund is available to young 

people who are under 25 years old and live 

in the parishes of Avening and Cherington, 

to help with their education. 

If you (or your children) need help from this fund, please apply in 

writing to the 'Educational Fund,' c/o George Buchanan, 14 High 

Street, Avening, Glos. GL8 8LU. 

Applications should be in during July 2012 

and August 2012. 

We look forward to hearing from you, 

George Buchanan (for the trustees) 
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Avening Primary School  

 
FAREWELL TO OUR FANTASTIC HEAD! 

At the end of this school year our 
headteacher Diana Boulton is retiring and 
going on to do a whole range of new and 
exciting challenges.  We are of course 
extremely sad to see her leave the school 
after 10 brilliant years here ï we will all miss 
her. 

Pupils, staff and governors are planning a 
range of celebratory events to give Diana a 
suitable send-off but meanwhile here is a 
selection of tributes from some of the School 
governors: 

ñDiana understands every aspect of the 
school inside out and top to bottom! And itôs 

amazing that she knows all that, and still has 
time to be so involved with the children day 
to day with teaching, swimming, trips etc. 

She is someone who seems to have limitless energy and is also very 
persuasive! Great example of excellent leadership - she is leaving a school 
that has happy and successful children and staff.ò 
Sarah Hancock 

ñSince I have known Diana as a Governor, she has always put the children, 

staff and the school first. She strives to get the most out of all children to 
ensure that by the time they move on they are confident and enthusiastic 
about their futures. The school 'motto' says it all when we were discussing 
what we felt it should reflect - 'Love to learn - learn to live.' 

ñShe also gives the children the widest possible opportunities to broaden their 
knowledge about the world around them and all Governors I am sure would 
agree that the range of extra-curricular activities is vast for a village school of 
this size. There is no doubt we will miss her dedication.ò 
Stuart Richards 

ñDiana has led the school with fantastic vision and enthusiasm, giving all 
pupils a wide range of skills and confidence to start their time at secondary 
school.  Her leadership, tireless hard work and extra hours that she has 
continually put in óafter hoursô have enabled the school to develop into an 
excellent school and all children to thrive.  She has always had a firm but fair 
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approach to discipline and is very highly respected by pupils, parents and 
governors.  Working with her as a Governor has been an enlightening 
experience as she has sought to engage with us (as new Governors to give 
us insight in to the day-to-day workings of the school) and positively involve 
us in the management of the school, dealing with Ofsted inspections etc.ò 
Becki Putnam   

 
ñSeeing Diana, both as a parent and as a Governor, she has always given 
unwavering dedication and energy to her role as head and also as teacher at 
our small but extremely ambitious school!  Our children would not enjoy half 
the amazing experiences they do were it not for her continual commitment to 
developing and improving their all-round educational experience.  She never 
settles for what is just óOKô ï she always looks for ways in which the school 
can offer more for the children.  And we couldnôt have asked for more in our 
headteacher.  We wish her well in her next endeavours and will miss her.ò 
Michele Wheatley 
 
And here is a selection of comments from our recent parent questionnaire: 
  
ñI feel privileged that my children go to such a lovely primary school... I wish 

the new head óall the bestô - she has a tough act to follow ï I donôt want 
anything to changeò 

 
 ñI wish Mrs Boulton wasnôt leaving us!!ò 
ñThank you for all you do.  Avening is a brilliant school.ò 
 
 Finally our Chair of governors Derrick Ind adds: 
ñ óA dynamic and inspirational Leaderô - the words of the Ofsted Inspectors 
when they last inspected the School, a view with which I wholeheartedly 
agree. It has been a privilege to have worked with Diana over the past ten 
years even if it has been a struggle to keep pace with all of her ideas and 
enthusiasm!!. She will be greatly missed but we all wish her well in the myriad 
number of goals she has set for herself in the coming years.ò 
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FAMILY FOOTSTEPS AT AVENING SCHOOL 
 
When newly-weds Derek and Julie Vickery moved in Avening 47 years ago 

they had no idea what the future would hold.  They chose Avening as a 
village roughly half way between both mums, one at Kingscote and one in 
Stroud! However they settled very happily here and are now celebrating a 
long standing relationship with the village school.  
 
All their six children, Nicola, Shaun, Karen, Tina, Rebecca and Cassandra 
have been pupils at Avening School and without a break, so have 11 
grandchildren. For 41 years without interruption, a member of the close-knit 
Vickery family has been a pupil! When 11-year-old Holly leaves in July to go 
onto Sir William Romney School, there will be a break in the family tradition.  
 
The link is more than simply attending the school, however, as Julie was 
also a governor for 17 years and worked for many years as a member of 
the lunchtime staff. With another parent, in 1973 she also formed Friends of 
Avening School, the very active Parent Teacher Association, so that parents 
could be more involved in their childrenôs education and support the work of 
the school.   
 
She explained: ñAvening School has always been excellent for my children 
and grandchildren. They have all enjoyed coming here and they have all 
done really well!ô 
 
There wonôt be a break for long, however.  Granddaughter Cheryl is 
expecting twins any day and no doubt they will be enrolling at the school in 
a few years time...... in the family footsteps. 

 

Three generations - left to 

right: Julie, granddaughter 

Holly and daughter Tina 
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AIMING HIGH IN OUR OLYMPIC YEAR  

 

Pupils at Avening Primary School have been very busy pushing themselves 
that bit further and taking on new challenges.  
 
Everyone, including the teachers, ran some of the 692 laps of the nature 
garden which was in total over 26 miles ï a marathon! Carrying an óOlympic 
torchô high, we completed the marathon in about 3 Ĳ hourséin time to sit 
down for lunch! 
 
Developing the Olympic theme we have also been working with a variety of 
visitors. The first was Dan the Samba Man who taught us the rhythms of 
Samba.  We did a performance for parents and each class did a part of the 
same rhythm, starting with the youngest and then it got more complicated as 
the pupils got older. There were different instruments to play and we had to 
count really carefully and remember to keep in time. 
 
Another visitor was Imogen Harvey-Lewis who is an artist. She taught the 
pupils how to draw people, looking particularly at how they move and the 
details of what you can see. These designs are then going to be made into 
big hanging figureséélook out for them in the village hall!  
 
Also on the 18th of June, John from óSpaniel in the worksô theatre company in 
Stroud came to visit.  John played the part of some old local Olympic 
champions. First of all he played Bill Hayward who was a champion 
motorcycle and sidecar rider. Then he played the part of Captain Mad Jack 
Churchill, champion archer and bag pipe player!  Everything he told us was 
factual from archive material. We then also had a go at woolsack racing, 
cheese rolling and Spurning the Bar and quoits. 
 
At District Sports 47 pupils took part in different activities. There were around 
15 sports including long jump and triple jump. The pupils in Years 3 and 4 did 
skipping instead of 600m run that the Year 5 and 6 pupils did. 
 
And we have had some major success at tag rugby! Having played really 
well in rounds earlier in the year, the Year 3 and 4 tag rugby team travelled to 
Callowell School for the Stroud District Schools Tag Rugby finals. The team, 
trained and led by our super teacher Mark Wilkinson, were very positive 
going into the event, but had to face three challenging matches ï against 
Callowell, Leonard Stanley and Cam Everlands. Helped by support from Mr 
Wilkinson and several noisy parents on the sidelines, the team played 
brilliantly and won every match.   
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Our team ï Matthew, Jack, Theo, Oli, Hugh, Callum, Jacob, Etta, Jonathan 
and Louis are the Stroud District Tag Rugby Champions!!!!!   
Congratulations to them ï here they are celebrating! 

 
 
By Year 5 pupils - Jake, 

Lucy and Bella  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We have revamped and relaunched our website ï take a look ï  
www.avening.gloucs.sch.uk.   

In term time please contact 01453 833191 

A Big Flagpole Thank you!!! 
A big thank you to all the individuals and organisations who contributed 
so generously towards our lovely new flagpole and flags that you can 
now see flying in the churchyard. The school did an óown clothes dayô 
and instantly raised Ã120, the parish council donated Ã300, etc. etc. We 
are currently investigating on what days the flags should fly for slightly 

more formal 
occasions. At the 
moment we fly the 
flags simply because 
they look so lovely -
go down to check it 
out if you haven't 
done so already. 

 
Fred Vening & 

Nicholas Winkfield 



21 

 

 

CHERINGTON CHILDRENS CRAFT AFTERNOON 
 

SO MUCH FUN MAKING THINGS 
 

As part of encouraging 
more children to take 
part in Cherington Show 
a craft workshop was 
held on 16th June in the 
Village Hall. The idea 
was to provide an 
opportunity for children to 
try out as many activities 
as possible  , the results 
of which would be 
exhibited on Show Day 

26 children came and 
within the three hours 

there were paintings , collages, masks , crowns , all produced with 
enjoyment, enthusiasm and skill.   There was a lot of noise, and a lot of 
mess but all agreed it was a wonderful success. 

If you want to see how well we did then do come to Cherington Show on 

Sunday 22nd July 2 pm and all will be shown in the Village Hall. 

If you could not come to the workshop but would still like to exhibit then 
email cheringtonflowershow@yahoo.co.uk and we will send you the 
schedule of what you can 
enter.  Competitions open to 
children and adults  

Registrations for entry are by 

e-mail by Tuesday 17th July, 

Ringing the Show Secretary 

Christine Willams on 01285 

841337 by 18th July or by 

attending the registration 

evening on Thursday 19th 

July at 7 pm in the Village 

Hall. 
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The Village Jubilee Party 
      
Despite the appalling weather, the Queenôs Diamond Jubilee weekend was 
celebrated throughout the Kingdom with street parties, bonfires and pageants. 
With its many Royal connections, Avening was not to be outdone and the 
photographs on the next page demonstrate the range of activities which were 
organised by a creative and intrepid band of villagers.  
 
The celebrations started on Sunday with a special service for the whole parish 
in Holy Cross Church. The church was packed with people, young and old, 
many waving Union Jacks - some (see front cover!) even wearing them. Rev. 
Celia gave a moving tribute to the Queen in her sermon, the congregation 
sang lustily, led by the Almost Angels choir, and everyone found it an uplifting 
and enjoyable experience. The highlight, however, was undoubtedly the 
celebratory óMexican Waveô, when the congregation lined up and individually  
passed the wave from the Altar to the school and back. At least, that was the 
plané.. 
 
The climax of the weekend was surely the Village party and beacon-lighting 
which was held on the Monday evening in the grounds of Avening Park. The 
Carter family generously threw open their gates to villagers one and all and a 
hearty crowd of about four hundred people attended to join in the festivities. 
 

DIAMOND JUBILEE CUP CAKE COMPETITION 
 

There was a wonderful array of cup-cakes on ñBeaconò night, and all 
carefully carried up that enormous hill! It gave W.I. members Shirley Hand & 
Eileen Hill great difficulty to decide the winners amongst such lovingly 

crafted entries. Eventually we chose the following winners:- 
 
1) Martha Hancock & Mum Sarah. 

Colourful and well themed for 

the Jubilee   

2) Catherine Reid & Rebecca 

Abingdon. An amazing Union 

Jack edifice with cup-cakes on 

thrones at the top. 

3) Holly Turner. Beautifully 

decorated with a floral theme. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO EVERYONE WHO TOOK PART. 

Shirley Hand 
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From about 6pm onwards a 
steady trickle of people young 
and old, bedecked in suitable 
summer attire of wellies, kagools 
and parkas, was to be seen 
staggering up West End Lane 
under tottering piles of rugs, 
groundsheets, folding chairs and 
clanking bags overflowing with a 
variety of strong beverages. On 
arrival at the party ground they 
were greeted by the melodious 
tones of the Two Jims celebrating the event with festive music wafting into the 
evening skies. It was suggested by one listener that the Two Jims were invited 
to play because they have been performing this type of music together for at 
least as long as Her Majesty has been on the throne.  
 
The arena was surrounded by a collection of tents and marquees containing a 
bar, a large screen TV and sundry catering activities centred around a rotund 

hog roasting merrily on a spit, as its succulent odours blended with the healthy 
rural aromas of silage and sheep.  Seating arrangements were totally random 
allowing informal groupings and impromptu parties to gather, disband and 
regroup: a wonderful opportunity to meet and greet neighbours and friends 
over shared picnics and drinks. The entertainment included an enthusiastic 
display of Scottish country dancing by pupils of Avening School who battled 
with the long grass under the expert eye of their teacher Mrs Redpath.  
 
Formalities were brief and concise with a welcoming address from the Rev 
Celia (in her humble pre-MBE days) introducing resident arboriculturalist Tony 
Russell to lead a team in planting a commemorative Jubilee oak tree in a 
prominent position on the rolling slopes of the Park. This was followed by the 
ceremonial lighting of the Avening beacon to link with tens of thousands of 
beacons being lit simultaneously throughout the country. The beacon lighters, 
Piers Hanson and Nick Winkfield represented their birthplaces in the Kingdom 
and the Commonwealth respectively. As the light began to fade, the glow of 
the neighbouring beacon in Gatcombe became visible across the valley and 
the night sky was lit up by a spectacular fireworks display in Minchinhampton.  
 
The evening drew to a close as all massed around the large TV to view the 
culmination of the ceremonies at Buckingham Palace. As the Queen stood 
with dignity to listen to the National Anthem, this correspondent espied an 
unmistakeable moistening of the eyes of a number of villagers of an avowedly 
republican political persuasion. Whether their tears were a product of the 
unseasonal cold, or an excess of cheap wine, will remain a secret locked in 
the annals of village history. 

A Village Republican 
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Avening and 

Cherington 

Celebrate the 

Jubilee! 

Many thanks to Alison 
Winkfield, Tony Slater 
and Henry Arden for 
these photos 
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Dog show

Sumo wrestling

Nathaniel 
Parker is 
coming ! 

2.00pm

Tombola

Cakes and goodies

Books and toys 

Cash prizes 
in the raffle
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Olympic Duck Races 2012  
 

Get your "Duck for all Races" early as 
sold out in 2011! 

  

Just Ã20 allows you to own and name one duck 
in each of the races on at the  

Avening Church Fete  

Sunday July 1st, 2012. 
This is London Olympic Year and medals will be available for the races so 
don't miss out on a lifetime chance to win one. As a special addition for 
Olympic year, you can purchase and decorate  your "Duck for all racesò - 
and due to unprecedented demand we have extended the chance to 
decorate your own duck until the end of May 2012.  Decorated ducks need 
to be returned before the 1st race at 1.45pm on the 1st July 2012 - and 
no dodgy duck decor please, this is a family event! All this for Ã20, a good 
discount on normal race entry fees. 

Numbers are limited, so to secure your duck, please call Andrew & Nicky 
Young on 01453 886750.  

DOLPHIN WATER SOFTENER & SALT SUPPLIES 
Alderton, 4 Priory Park Priory Industrial Estate 

London Rd, Tetbury, Glos, GL8 8HW 
 

If you would like to improve the quality of your water supply  

contact us for a free information pack  

by telephone on 01666 500065 or fax 01666 504911  

or e-mail: info@dolphinwatersofteners.co.uk  

 

 

 

 

Available for collection from   
1.00 pm ï 5.00 pm Monday to Friday 

Delivery service available within a 10 mile radius of Tetbury 

We can also supply the following at competitive prices: 

§ Tablet & Granular Salt   Ã8.25 per 25 Kg bag 

§ Kinetico & Harvey's Block Salt   Ã4.70 per pack  
(2x4kg block) 
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