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Is it nearly spring yet? 

We think so, with the early snowdrops just peeking 

throughé..! 

 

editors@acvillager.co.uk 
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Opening Times:  
Mon to Sat - Midday 
to 11.00.pm  
Sun  ï Midday to 
10.30pm 
 
Longfords  
Minchinhampton  
GL6 9AL 
Tel: 01453 832520  

'bake at home' 2in1 pies  
available to collect now! 

 

The home of the famous '2in1' pie 
Full menu served all day every day  
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Parish Priest:    The Reverend Celia Carter  
Tel: 01453 832 716         Fax: 01453 834 885 

The Villager Magazine 
 

Editors   editors@acvillager.co.uk 
    Jane Archer & Frances Conway 
       07812 137161 (Jane)    01453 833177 (Frances) 
 

Advertising  editors@acvillager.co.uk 
    Wendy Jennings 

 

Deliveries  01453 834 834 
    Cas Boddam-Whetham 

AVENING   

Churchwardens George Buchanan 01453  833 016 

 Stephanie Hamilton 01453  834 910 

PCC Secretary Margaret Barton 01453 835 541 

PCC Treasurer Peter Best 01453 835 287 

Organist Stuart Walkley 01453 757 784 

Flower Team Gill Adams 
Doreen Pierce  

01453833175 
01453835090  

CHERINGTON   

Churchwardens Roger Gegg 01453 834 805 

 John Bate-Williams 01666 503 544 

Sacristan Beryl Milsom 01285 841 248 

PCC Secretary Elizabeth Workman 01285 841 294 

PCC Treasurer   

Organist Elizabeth Workman 01285 841 294 

 Beryl Milsom 01285 841 248 

Flower Team Elizabeth Workman 01285 841 294 

Reader licenced to 
Avening & Cherington  

Derrick Pierce 01453 835 090 
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Services in Avening & Cherington  
February  

Sunday    08.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCP 
5th February 09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCW 
    11.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCW 
          & Sunday School 
 
Sunday    08.00 Avening  NO SERVICE 
12th February 09.30 Cherington Matins BCP 
    11.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCW 
          & Sunday School 
    12.15 Avening  Baptism: Freddie & Emma Weinberger 
 
Sunday    08.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCP 
18th February 09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCP 
    11.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCW 
          & Sunday School 
 
Ash Wednesday 7.30pm Avening  Holy Communion 
22nd February 
 
Sunday   08.00 Avening  NO SERVICE 
26th February 09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCW 
    11.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCW 
          & Sunday School 
           
Sunday   08.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCP 
4th March  09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCW 
    11.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCW 
          & Sunday School 
 

Note  
There will be coffee after the service in Avening on 

February 5th & March 4th  

 
During Lent, Reverend Celia will be inviting other preachers 
to be at the Services, with the exception of Mothering Sunday 

and Palm Sunday. 
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The Church looks lovely when it 
is lit up at night. 

 

If you would like to have this in 
memory of a loved one, or to 
celebrate a special event, 

contact 
 

Paul Brown 
01453 835 983 

 

The cost is Ã5.00  
for 2 hours 

 

Church Floodlighting 

29th October 
in memory of John Hopes, from his wife and family.  

 
22nd December  
 for Eric Roberts 

  
23rd December  

In memory of Mrs L. Flight 
  

24th December   
To celebrate recovery of baby Rudy Robinson, from all his family  

 
19th February  

In memory of Michael Powell - from Thelma, Kevin and Columba  

Co-editor needed! 
 
Our co-editor, Nicholas Winkfield, is stepping down after a very enjoyable two 
years helping with your village magazine. He thought the last edition would be 
is his Grande Finaleéé... 
 
As you all know, the magazine is run by a small band of volunteers and a 
replacement for Nick is needed for the next edition. 
 
If you are interested in joining the jolly team, can spare around 6-8 hours a 
month and want to add a new string to your bow,  please contact Jane & Nick.. 
 

editors@acvillager.co.uk 
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Church Duties in Avening  

 
Date   Sides persons Chalice Sacristan 
 
Feb 5

th
      Cas / Stephanie Stephen Ann 

  
Feb 12th        Jeanie/Piers  Paul   Elizabeth 
 
 Feb 19th         Margaret/George  Derrick   Marion 
 
 Feb 26th         Stephanie/ Frances  Stephen   Elizabeth 
 
 March 4th       Jeanie/George   Paul   Ann 

Hop Skip & Jump Thank You! 
 
The Directors and Trustees of Hop Skip and Jump thank all of you 
who gave presents so generously at the Crib Service for Children 
with Special Needs who attend our Centres.  Often the present you 
give is the only one the child receives.  We cannot thank you 
enough for remembering.    

Rev Celia 
www.hopskipandjump.org 

 

LENTEN SUPPER MEETINGS 

We are planning to hold three Supper evenings next month followed by 
discussion, on Wednesdays  March 14

th
  21st and 28

th 

which run from7.30pm -  9pm:   

Everyone welcome 

Enquiries Rev Celia 832716 

(Venues to be announced next month) 
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Selfïdenial, fasting, discipline are not words in everyday use.  Nor indeed are 
solitude, silence and prayer, but they do express something of real value for 
our inner happiness. These are the words we associate with Lent. The weeks 
that Christians use to prepare themselves for the greatest of all Christian 
Festivals: Easter Day. 
 
Easter, when we celebrate the Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
amazing event, which released the life changing energy of the Holy Spirit, to all 
people. 
 
In our busy and distracted World, which so often turns away from this energy, it 
is difficult to find solitude and silence, particularly when you are looking after a 
family, rushing out to work, and keeping appointments.  But it need be no more 
than a country walk or half an hour in a room away from the television.  It is 
enormously restorative and can become something very precious in our lives.  
Jesus, Himself, found it necessary to escape from the pressures and tensions 
in His life.  He ówithdrewô from the crowds and from the continual 
companionship of his disciples to find times of solitudeéé..time to prayé..to 
restore a centre of calm. 
                     
                         If He needed such time away from it allé.donôt we all? 
 
As for the fasting and self denial? Not practiced as often as it used to be, when 
we all prided ourselves on giving up sweets and chocolates, but it is something 
we should not dismiss too lightly, for such discipline serves to remind us that 
life has a further dimensioné...that of the Soul. 
 
When we dismiss the health of our Soul as irrelevant, we are only half living. 
 
So keeping the Christian tradition of Lent adds something óotherô to our daily 
livesé..a deeper meaningé. and an inner calm and peace. 
 

Rev Celia 

 

The Parish Letter  

 

Avening Memorial Hall 
 

For all bookings & enquiries regarding the Memorial Hall: 
 

07583 073 604 
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Photographs in The Villager Magazine 
Many thanks to Tony Slater for this monthôs cover photo.  

 

If you have a photo of Avening or Cherington which you would like to share 
with us, please feel free to send it to us. You never know, it might turn up on 

the front coveré! 

editors@acvillager.co.uk 

CHRISTMAS IN CHERINGTON 

The start of the Cherington Christmas was on Saturday 3
rd
 December when 

the village gathered for the lighting of the Christmas Tree.  This has now be-
come an annual event with the tree generously donated by Mr Ed Gottesman.  
The Green was full of families and children singing carols, with Reverend Ce-
lia leading us all after she had done the official switch on. 
 
A brisk walk to St Nicholas Church for very welcome mulled wine and mince 
pies followed, and then this year we had an added bonus with a performance 
of a Medieval Mystery Play ñMak the Sheep Stealer.ò  This was an extremely 
entertaining one man performance of a nativity play with fun, music and 
laughter with much audience participation as well as reminding us of the true 
spirit of Christmas. It was so good we asked him to remember us on his tour 
next year .  
 
We then all wandered home feeling that Christmas had truly started! 
 

Kate Gegg      
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Whatõs On In Avening & Cherington 

 Event Day Time Where Contact 

Line  
Dancing 

Monday 7.30 - 
9.00pm 

 Social Club  

Cherington 
PC 

4th Monday each 
month 

6.30pm Village Hall Sue 
01666 503370 

Boot Camp Tuesday 6.30 - 
7.30pm 

 Playing 
Field 

 

Youth Club Tuesday 6.00 - 
8.00pm 

Memorial 
Hall 

Cassie 
01453 834182 

Adult Ballet Wednesday 7.00 - 
8.00pm 

Memorial 
Hall 

Sophie  
07887 671956  

WI  
 

2nd Thursday each 
month 

 Memorial 
Hall 

Doreen  
01453 835090 

Avening PC 3rd Thursday each 
month 

7.30pm Memorial 
Hall 

Julie 
01453 751823  

Folk Club Thursday 8.15pm Cross Inn Chris 
01453 450010  

Mobile 
Library 

Every other Friday 12.30 -
12.50pm 

Cherington 
Green 

 

Boot Camp Saturday 10.00 -
11.00am 

Playing Field  

Country and  
Western 
Night 

Saturday 8.00pm Social Club  

Quiz Nights 1st /3rd Saturday 
each month 

7.30pm Cross Inn  

Almost  
Angels  
Choir 

Sunday  12.15pm Holy Cross 
Church 

Derrick 
01453 835090 

Please let us know if we have forgotten any regular event or if there is 
something you would like to have included here. 
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Avening Roll of Honour 
 

No. 41 

Walter Ind 

Private: Royal Garrison Artillery 

We have very little information on Walter but are able to piece together a 
sparse history of him. 

We know from the Parish Register that he was buried on Thursday the 15th of 
April 1920 and that he died six days earlier (Friday the 9th of April) at 
Cranham Sanatorium. 

We quote from the Stroud News and Journal, the press report of his funeral: 

"Death was directly due to injuries sustained through gas poisoning whilst on 
active service in France. Although demobilised on September 17th 1919, his 
health was so precarious that he was only able to work for two weeks." The 
article went on to list the people attending, which included his fianc®e, Miss R 
Elliot of Tetbury. 

We have a copy of his "Medical History". This tells us that he enlisted at 
Bristol on the 13th of November 1915. He gave his occupation as "Groom and 
Cowman". He was 5 ft 10 ins tall, (1.78m) and weighed 132 lb (60kgs) and, at 
the time was 22 years and 5 months old. We know nothing of his military 
service from then on, apart from an embarkation date to France on Monday 
the 26th of June 1916. 

He was born on Monday the 12th of June 1893 and was baptised at Holy 
Cross Church 41 days later. He was the eldest child of 7 children born to Paul 
Ind and his wife Elizabeth, nee Risby. He lived with his parents, two brothers 
and four sisters at what was known as "Bell Corner" in the 1901 and 1911 
census returns, (those cottages at the bottom of New Inn Lane) now known as 
High Street, Avening. 

At some time before 1919, he was assessed for a pension although we have 
no details. His final medical report states the cause of his death as "Acute 
Pulmonary Tuberculosis" and "Cardiac Failure". 

Our sympathies must go out to his parents and fianc®e, trying to visit him at 
Cranham during his last days. 

His father would have received Walter's two medals - The British Medal and 
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Victory Medal. 

There is no marked grave for Walter visible in the churchyard and he is not 
mentioned on his father's grave which was erected on his later death in 1948. 

Walter's life is a mystery even today to surviving descendants of his siblings. 
Fred Vening 

 
(This is the correct Walter Ind story after the confusion of two Walter Inds in 
the November issue of the Villager) 

The Childrenôs Society 
 

The annual box offering in January this year 
amounted to 

 Ã208.43   

A very big óThank Youô to everyone with a house box who has helped raise 
this amount for such a worthwhile cause.  

 
If anyone would like a box in which to place their small change during the 

year, please contact me on 832916 
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Warm and Welcoming  
 

February Lunchtime Special  
 

   2 Courses for £10 
 
 

Delicious Menu 
Pub Classics, Chefõs Dish of the Day, Vegetarian Choices 

and Irresistible Puddings 
 

To book call (01453) 872556  
 

www.blackhorseamberley.co.uk  
Black Horse Amberley GL5 5AL 
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Over 60s Lunch Club 
 

Now in its 6th Year! 

Eighteen people sat down and enjoyed the Christmas meal on December 7th. 
Everything you could wish for:- turkey, Christmas Pudding and all the trim-
mings. A nicely laid table, flowers, crackers, and a glass of wine followed by 
coffee. 
 
Christine and Jean received gift vouchers to show the dinersô appreciation. 
 
We meet on the first Wednesday in the month at 12.30 at Avening Social Club. 
If you are interested in joining us, call Christine on 833246  
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Poppy Appeal 
thank you. 

 
 
Bob and Kim Pittam would like to say 
a very big thank you to Mr John 
Green, as due to Bobôs knee 
operation we had to rely on John to get all the boxes out and collect them all 
back in again. Also, thank you to all collectors and collection points - without 
you we wouldnôt be able to contribute to such a good cause each year.  This 
year we raised a total of  

Ã1,173.47!! 
Please remember we need to order wreaths in September, so please try to 
order in time. Once again, a very big thank you.  
 

Bob and Kim Pittam 

   

D UCHY  HOME  FARM  

delivered fresh from the farm 

Seasonal  
Organic  
Vegetables 

Tetbury, Gloucestershire  

For more information about our Vegetable Box Scheme 

Call us on 01666 503507 
Or email: vegbox@duchyhomefarm.org.uk  
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Dance to the  

 

"Boogie Bop 

Boys"  

 

Sat. FEB 4th  

 

8 till late  

 

AVENING SOCIAL 

CLUB  

 

£6 per ticket 

including supper  

 

Rockabilly ñjive ñrock ônõ roll 

Your help is needed in the Cotswoldsé. 

GRCC manages and delivers a successful project called óPeople for Youô. 

This project offers a FREE regular volunteer befriending service to isolated 

older people living in the Tetbury, Lechlade and Fairford area of the 

Cotswolds. The aim of the project is to reduce isolation in the community and 

involves a volunteer visitor calling regularly on an identified older person 

needing friendship and a listening ear. We know from research that this has a 

positive impact on their state of mind, sense of wellbeing and community 

belonging. Due to the increasing demand for this service we are looking for 

more befrienders. 

If you have a few hours to spare, live in the South Cotswolds and would like 

to find out more about making a difference to an older person, please contact 

Sue Black, 'People for You' co-ordinator, on 07507 641815 or Barbara Piranty 

on 01452 528491, email barbarap@grcc.org.uk. 
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Avening Playing Fields Plans 
 
It all started with Adam Gale. Adam thought that there ought to be more available at 
the playing fields for the adventurous sorts and, to his credit, decided to do 
something positive about it. He thought that either a skate park or some sort of 
cycling track would foot the bill. He gathered together some of his ideas, talked to 
the Parish Council, talked to members of the Avening Playing Fields Committee, got 
a petition together signed by no less than 34 of his friends (!!) and got things 
moving. The upshot of this is that the Playing Fields will be developing the far top 
area above the basket ball tarmac, all currently rather neglected, into a short but 
adventurous off-road cycle track. 
 
This will compliment the existing cycle track, designed for younger cyclists, and will 
incorporate the following: 
 
1. A short dirt loop to link in with the existing track 
2. Wood chippings along the side of the track o soften any possible falls 
3. Jumps, designed to either simply ride over or to get some óairô 
4. Berms (earth banks) on steeper corners 
5. Overhauling the existing rather more serious jumps 
6. Anything else we can think of during the making of the track 
 
We have inside information that this track may have help from some of the top UK 
mountain bike track designers, so could be something quite special. The general 
idea is to get a working party of Dads and children to design and build this track 
over the course of several weekend working parties. Mainly as this is a cheap way 
of constructing such a thing, but partly as it gets everybody involved and they feel it 
is ótheirsô to use, which of course it is. 
 

The dates will be as follows: 

Sunday 12th February at 1.30pm 
Sunday 26th February at 1.30pm 

 
You will need wheelbarrows, 
shovels and spades and a few 
test bikes to get the feel of the 
track as it develops. See you all 
there! 
 
 
Jon Glover & Paul Hancock, 

Avening Playing Fields 
Committee 
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Avening Playgroup  

Happy New Year to everyone from Avening Playgroup!   
 
The children have returned to playgroup buoyant after the excitement of 
Christmas.  As you can imagine during the month of December there were lots 
of glittery Christmas activities for the children to enjoy.   
 
During the last couple of weeks the staff have been exploring healthy and 
unhealthy foods with the children and looking at allsorts of different types of 
exercise. 
 
We would like to send out a HUGE thank you to everybody who supported our 
events throughout the month of December.  The Christmas Bazaar is our 
largest fund raising event and it turned out to be a great afternoon with so 
many families from Avening and the surrounding areas coming along to join in 
with all the festivities.   
 
Our other event, which you all supported brilliantly, was the óSanta Floatô.  
Santa was followed around the village by so many families and so many more 
villagers were generous with donations as we came knocking on your doors!  
This year we donated a proportion of our profits to the British Heart Foundation 
as a thank you to the family of Phil Waring for contributing the amplifying 
equipment on Santaôs Float. 
 

If you would like to find out more about Avening Playgroup or the Toddler 
Group which runs out of the same premises please contact Debbie Brown on 
01453 832695  

Deb Carter 

GOLD BRACELET found in Woodstock Lane Area. Contact Jane, 832992 
 
LARGE WORKSHOP for rent, large ground floor with vehicle access, upper 
floor for storage, etc. Ã400/month. Contact editors@acvillager.co.uk. 
 
FOR SALE: Nerf Gun Deploy for sale Ã10. Mega Blocks Smugglers Fort 
Ã10, Mega Blocks Pirates Cove Ã10. All boxed and ready to go! Contact Hugo 
Winkfield 833799. 

Small Ads  
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Village People  

Rosemary Evans 
 

Rosemary has lived all her life in Avening and has kindly let us read her 
memories of  growing up in the village. It is told in the inimitable 

Rosemary flowing style that we have not edited (too much anywayé) 
 

Part 3: Village Entertainment 
 

I learnt to ride a bike along Nags Head Road.  A Fairy cycle: Dad would push 
me along and let it go without telling me.  I think everyone learnt to ride on it.  I 
was allowed to play with Joan Rimes, her parents owned the Avening Mill.  Mr 
Rimes bought a boat and we would row up to the next bridge at Brook House.   
We had a policeman that would stand on the Cross.  I forgot to go round him on 
my bike, so I got told off.  He told my father! 
 
We had Carnivals in the Poolhay, it was a playing field then. We had 
anniversaries where we sang and said poems. I learnt to ride and rode the 
Bakerôs horse in the carnival dressed as an Arab and got first prize although I 
got a bad leg from a rusty stirrup.  We did plays and pantomimes.  Once I was 
the end of a horse, Ha, Ha! 
 
We had Avening Feast on the 11th of September with a service in the Church 
and a feast afterwards, which we still have in memory of Queen Matilda. We ate 
pig face sandwiches. We knew everyone in the village, so they would say come 
on in, have a cup of tea.  We learned to sew and knit.  My Mum taught me 
cooking.   
 
Grandmother cooked on her old range and had a cricket under it - she liked the 
chirrup sound it made.  She also told fortunes with tea leaves, I still have the 
cup.  She would dress up as a Gypsy and darken her face also, go round the 
village selling clothes pegs, saying ñany pegs today, lady?ò  Then they would 
say ñOh, itôs you, Lizzieò.  She still has that name on her tombstone now.  Also 
my Grandfather was good at playing cricket.  He was George Fletcher and has 
cricket stumps on his grave stone.  They called him Bradock after a famous 
Cricketer.   
 
You had to make your own fun; no radio, no TV.  Uncle Frank would play the 
piano accordion.  My Grandfather played the violin and all the Bathes played 
something or other.  They warmed the beer in copper saucepans shaped like a 
witchôs hat. I was asked to join the choir at sixteen and Mrs White would watch 
us to make sure we did not put a foot wrong.  We would go round Carol singing 
at Christmas with a candle in a jam jar. We went to Sunday School and Church 
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in the morning and Chapel in the afternoon 
 
We loved to wear hats then, it kept us in fashion.  Some looked like ATS hats.  
Taking walks round Avening Court we stared at the Sentries keeping guard.  It 
must have been a creepy place.  Mum used to go there before the war to garden 
parties.  She had a lovely hat full of roses.  The Seven Springs at the end of 
Avening Court was always good for lovely watercress. In the winter we went 
sledging.  My father made us a big sledge of wood which we enjoyed at 
Gatcombe and could be away all day. 
 
My interest in painting began early as Lord Lee gave us picture study at school 
then at Tetbury Grammar School.  I loved painting.  I did exams for the Royal Art 
Drawing and Painting Society.  I was lucky to go to Newman Henders in the 
drawing office as a tracer then went to the Ecko factory where I met Allan and 
have now been married 56 years.  I am lucky at the moment to join the People of 
Avening Art Group. 
 
Looking back again at family life; walking down the lane to school, walking to 
Nailsworth with my Mum and my sister through woods and orchards, riding bikes, 
fishing, sliding down the lane on the ice with my leather gaters, done up with 
button hook like you would make a wool rug with. 
 

(extracts from Rosemaryôs own notes) 
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Christmas in Avening 

and Cherington  

Infants Nativity 

Carols in the Bell 

Infants Nativity 

Alice the Musical 

Alice the Musical 

Avening Bell Tower Team 
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Avening Silver Band  

Turning on the Christmas Tree in Cherington 
Ringing in the New Year 

Alice the Musical 
Mak the Sheep Stealer 

Service of 9 Lessons and Carols 



22 

 

 

Avening Primary School  

Are you a keen birdwatcher? 

Are you a keen bird watcher? Do 

you know all the varieties of 

birds that are commonly found 

around Avening? Pupils from 

Avening have once again 

enthusiastically participated in 

the RSPBôs Big School 

Birdwatch (16-30 January 2012).  

Not only did they take part in the 

world's biggest birdwatch, but 

they also helped the RSPB 

monitor UK bird numbers.  Run 

every year, the Birdwatch is a 

country-wide project that enables the children to learn more about our birds, 

how they can be identified and the numbers in which they can be found.  

Molly (Y3) explained:  ñWe went out into the old garden and took a clipboard 

and binoculars. My group managed to spot jackdaws flying over the school. 

They are very noisy!ò 

ñMy group went into the top playground and had a good view from the climbing 

frame. There were lots of birds on the old chimney of the school,ò added Billy.   

ñYes,ò agreed Molly. ñIn the bottom playground we could see birds outside the 

chimney, guarding the place where we think there is a nestò.  

RSPB BIG GARDEN BIRDWATCH 2011 FACTS: 

¶ Over 600,000 people took part in Big Garden Birdwatch 2011 

¶ Over 10 million birds were counted 

¶ The house sparrow was the most commonly spotted bird in Gloucestershire  

The younger children were also kept busy making fat balls and treats with nuts 

and seeds to feed the birds on these cold days. Jackdaws are usually the most 

common birds to be found by the school and in the school garden but they are 

certainly not the only ones! Some of the youngest children in the Eagles and 

Kestrels have been busy drawing and writing quite independently about the 

birds they have seen.  Robins, not surprisingly, are particularly popular at this 

time of year. 


