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Opening Times:  
Mon to Sat - Midday 
to 11.00.pm  
Sun  ï Midday to 
10.30pm 
 
Longfords  
Minchinhampton  
GL6 9AL 

'bake at home' 2in1 pies  
available to collect now! 

 

The home of the famous '2in1' pie 
Full menu served all day every day  
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Parish Priest:    The Reverend Celia Carter  
Tel: 01453 832 716         Fax: 01453 834 885 

The Villager Magazine 
 

Editors   editors@acvillager.co.uk 
    Nicholas Winkfield & Jane Archer    
    07885 139 275 (Nicholas)    07812 137 161 (Jane) 
 

Advertising  editors@acvillager.co.uk 
    Wendy Jennings 

 

Deliveries  01453 834 834 
    Cas Boddam-Whetham 

AVENING   

Churchwardens George Buchanan 01453  833 016 

 Stephanie Hamilton 01453  834 910 

PCC Secretary Margaret Barton 01453 835 541 

PCC Treasurer Peter Best 01453 835 287 

Organist Stuart Walkley 01453 757 784 

Flower Team Gill Adams 
Doreen Pierce  

01453833175 
01453835090  

CHERINGTON   

Churchwardens Roger Gegg 01453 834 805 

 John Bate-Williams 01666 503 544 

Sacristan Beryl Milsom 01285 841 248 

PCC Secretary Elizabeth Workman 01285 841 294 

PCC Treasurer   

Organist Elizabeth Workman 01285 841 294 

 Beryl Milsom 01285 841 248 

Flower Team Elizabeth Workman 01285 841 294 

Reader licenced to 
Avening & Cherington  

Derrick Pierce 01453 835 090 
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Services in Avening & Cherington  
October  

Sunday   08.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCP 
October 2nd  09.30 Cherington NO SERVICE 
     11.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCW 
            & Sunday School 
     12.15  Avening  Blessing Service for 
            Marion & Brian Cox  
 
Sunday   08.00 Avening  NO SERVICE 
October 9th  09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCW 
     11.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCW 
            & Sunday School 
 
Sunday   08.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCP 
October 16th  09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCW 

     11.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCW  
            & Baptism 
 
Sunday   08.00 Avening  NO SERVICE 
October 23rd  09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCW 
     11.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCW 
            & Sunday School 
 
Friday    7.00pm Avening  All Souls Service 
October 28th       A time of prayer & musicðlight 
            a candle for a loved one 
 
Sunday   08.00 Avening  NO SERVICE 
October 30th  09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCW 
     11.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCW 
            & Sunday School 
 
Sunday   08.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCP 
November 6th  09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCW 
     11.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCW 
            & Baptism 

 

There will be coffee after the service on  
November 6th. 
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The Church looks lovely when 
it is lit up at night. 

 
If you would like to have this in 
memory of a loved one, or to 
celebrate a special event, 

contact 
 

Paul Brown 
01453 835 983 

 
The cost is Ã5.00  
for 2 hours 

 

Church Floodlighting 

22nd September 
 In Loving Memory of John Arthur Dubuc, Nashua, NH, USA 

11/03/1973 to 22/09/2009 
From Kerensa Adams and the Adams Family  

 

September 30th 
 In memory of Michael Powell,  
from Thelma, Kevin and Columba.  

 
(Apologies from the Editors for omitting these from last months 

edition of The Villager) 
  

Confirmation 
¢ƘŜ .ƛǎƘƻǇ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻŦ /ƻƴŬǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ  

{ǳƴŘŀȅ ммǘƘ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ŀǘ сΦллǇƳ  
 

L ŀƳ ǎƻǊǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŜ ƻǊ ǘǿƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŘŀǘŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ 
ŘƛŶŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ǝŜ ƘƛƳ ŘƻǿƴΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎǝƭƭ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ 
ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ /ƻƴŬǊƳŀǝƻƴ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΣ  ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƻǊ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻΣ 

ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ ƻōƭƛƎŀǝƻƴ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊƛƴƎ ƳŜ ƻƴ лмпроуонтмсΦ  
 L ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǝƴƎ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ 

ǿŜŜƪΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜƴ Řƻ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƎŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƻǳŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ    
 

Rev Celia    
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Church Duties in Avening  

Date    Sides persons Chalice Sacristan 
 
October 2nd   Cas/Stephanie Paul Ann 
 
October 9th Piers/Jeanie Derrick Marion 
 
October 16th George/Margaret Stephen Elizabeth 
 
October 23rd Frances/Stephanie  Paul Ann 
  
October 30th Cas/Piers Derrick Marion 
 
November 6th Jeanie/George Stephen Elizabeth 

 

Avening Memorial Hall 

 

For all bookings & enquiries regarding the Memorial Hall: 
 

07583 073 604 

 
Mary Evans would like to thank all who sent flowers, cards and 

best wishes during her present illness. 

óPrayer up Point Road` 
Date    Monday October 10th  

Venue   High Gables, Point road. 

Contact   01453 834834 

Time:  7.30pm 
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We are  constantly reading of disasters,  riots and civil unrest, both 
overseas and in our own Country, so it was comforting this last 
weekend to return to the familiar and celebrate Harvest Festival. A 
service of Thanksgiving which has taken place for thousands of 
years, even long before the birth of Christ. The Jews were 
encouraged to bring to the Temple gifts of grain from the harvest, 
every year, to give thanks that they had provision for the months 
ahead.  
 
The Harvest Festival service has not changed so very much in these 
villages for generations. Many of you will remember, as I do, the 
churches wonderfully decorated with gifts of vegetables, fruit, flowers 
and the Harvest loaf  -  as, indeed they are now  - and followed by 
the Harvest Supper, to which most of the villagers came. It reminds 
us of the rhythm of life....our dependence on the climate and the hard 
work of the farmers, and prompts us to be aware of how mightily 
blessed we all are to live in a country where there is an abundance 
of food.  It also prompts us to remember those  in other parts of the 
world where there is little, if anything, to eat.   
 
Strangely enough, it is often where there is so very little that people 
are most willing to share what they have.  I have, on several 
occasions, when in different parts of Africa and in Turkey, been 
included in a communal meal with people living in the direst of 
circumstances. Their individual generosity is awesome and 
humbling....all that they have, they share. They also, whether Muslim 
or Christian, are acutely aware that what they do have is provided by 
an all caring God, and are always ready to give thanks 
to Him.   With our well stocked supermarkets, it is not always so 
apparent to us, as it is to them, and as it would have been to our 
forefathers, but it is good to pause for a while and thank God for the 
many blessings in our own lives, and pray for the needs of others. 

 

Rev Celia 

 

The Parish Letter  
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Sir Andrew Motion  
 

UK Poet Laureate 1999 ï 2009 
 

He will be reading from his collection of poems 
 

The Cinder Path  
 

 
Photo credit: Antonio Olmos 

 

At:   Holy Cross Church, Avening  

 

On:   Thursday 6 October - 7.00pm ð 8.30pm  

 

Adult  £7.50  

Student  £3.00  in full time education  

 
To book your tickets call: 
  

Andrew and Nikki Young  01453 886 750  

Cas Boddam -Whetham  01453 834 834  

 
Cheques payable to óThe Queen Matilda Trust Fundô 
All proceeds to Church of the Holy Cross, Avening  
Registered Charity no: 1059909 
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Whatõs On In Avening 

 Event Day Time Where 

Line Dancing Monday 7.30 - 9 
pm 

Avening Social Club 

Boot Camp Tuesday 6.30 - 7.30 
pm 

Avening Playing 
Fields 

Youth Club Tuesday 6 - 8 pm Memorial Hall 

Adult Ballet Wednesday 7 - 8 pm Memorial Hall 

WI meeting 2nd Thursday each 
month 

 Memorial Hall 

Avening Parish 
Council Meeting 

3rd Thursday each 
month 

7.30 pm Memorial Hall 

Zumba Saturday 10.00 am Memorial Hall 

Boot Camp Saturday 10.00 -
11.00 am 

Avening Playing 
Fields 

Country and  
Western Night 

Saturday 8 pm Social Club 

Quiz Nights 1st and 3rd Saturday 
each month 

7.30 pm The Cross Inn 

Almost Angels  
Choir 

Sunday  12.15pm Holy Cross Church 

A list of regular events in Avening  
(please let us know if we have forgotten anything or if there is something you 
would like to have included here) 

Photographs in The Villager Magazine 
Many thanks to Jane Archer and Bella Winkfield for this 

monthôs cover photo.  
 

If you have a photo of Avening or Cherington which you would like to 
share with us, please feel free to send it to us. You never know, it might 

turn up on the front coveré! 

editors@acvillager.co.uk 
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Avening Roll of Honour 
 

No. 40 

George Hicks 

Lance Corporal: Gloucestershire Regiment 

 

George William Hicks was born in Avening in February 1883 and he and his 
three younger sisters were brought up in the Baptist faith by their parents, 
Ernest (born 1862) and Lizzie his wife (nee Dee). The family were living on Star 
Lane but, sometime during 1895 his father died, leaving his wife with the four 
children. Lizzie married again in 1897, her new husband being Edward Newman 
and the family continued to live on Star Lane. By 1901, George had left home, 
was living at Culver Hill, Amberley and working as a groom. 

He joined the Gloucestershire Regiment in September 1902, at which time he 
was 5ft 5ins tall (1.66m) and weighed 130 lbs ( 60kgs). 

He stayed in Gloucestershire training until January 1903 and then left for South 
Africa where he spent two and a half months before going on to India in March 
1904. 

He was there until February 1905. 

His original service was destined to be 3 years in uniform and a further nine 
years on the reserve. Having transferred to the reserve in September 1905, he 
returned home to Avening, living with his mother, stepfather, and a new step 
brother, Lennox Newman. At the age of 31, he married Eliza Jane Owen. 

There were no children from the marriage. 

When war broke out, being on the reserve, he was immediately called to service 
and found himself with the British Expeditionary Force in France on the 13th of 
August 1914. He was wounded by shrapnel in September with wounds to his 
right knee and back, and was transferred to an English hospital on the 22nd of 
that month. 

He made some sort of recovery and was back in France again on the 14th of 
December 1914. He reported sick with lung problems late in January 1915 and 
was again hospitalised in England in February until the following September. 

He was discharged from the service on the 15th of that month and embarked on 
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a series of medical examinations over the next few years and by 1918, it was 
agreed that he had contracted a serious lung problem, caused by his military 
service. 

George died on Friday the 5th of March 1920 aged 38. The only registration we 
have for someone of that age and date was made in London, where he may 
have been receiving treatment. 

He received the 1914 Star, the Victory and British Medals and is remembered, 
with honour, on our War Memorial. He may also have received some medals for 
his South African and Indian service. 

We have been unable to locate any living relatives. 

 

Fred Vening 

Festive Evening!! 
  
 

Christmas stalls 
Two Jims 

Almost Angels singing 
Performances by the Youth Club 
& John Turner on the Saxophone 

 
Mulled wine and nibbles 

Christmas food 
 

ALL BY CANDLELIGHT!! 
 

2nd December at 5.00pm 
Holy Cross Church, Avening 
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Avening Fun Run and Family Walk 

A very big thank you to everyone who was involved in the Avening Fun Run 
and Family Walk on Sunday September 4th! About 14 runners and 40 walkers 
of all ages turned up on a beautiful late summerôs day and everyone said how 
much they enjoyed both the walk and the run.  
 
I also want to say a special thank you to those who gave up their time to help 
marshal for the event, and to the Bell for laying on a special BBQ, which was 
much appreciated by many of those taking part. 

 
We raised around Ã1,200 
for the charity, which is 
phenomenal, and wouldnôt 
have been possible without 
the support of the village. 
The money raised will go a 
long way in helping Little 
Stars School to educate 
children from the slum 
areas of Varanasi in India. 
By educating these 
children, they are given the 
tools with which to make 
themselves a better future.  

 
If you would like to know more about the school please go to 
www.littlestarsschool.org  
 

Eleanor Archer 
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PLAIN ENGLISH      

/ƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅΣ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛŦŜ ǘŜŀƳΦ 
bh /ŀƭƭ ƻǳǘ ŦŜŜΗ  ²Ŝ [h±9 ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘΥ 
 

¶ ²ƛƴŘƻǿǎ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭǎΣ ǊŜǇŀƛǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǳǇƎǊŀŘŜǎ 

¶ ²ƛǊŜŘκǿƛǊŜƭŜǎǎ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪǎ 

¶ LƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ŀƴŘ 9-Ƴŀƛƭ 

¶ !ƴǝ-±ƛǊǳǎ κ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŎƘŜŎƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǳǇƎǊŀŘŜǎ 

¶ tŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǘǳƛǝƻƴ 

¶ wŜƳƻǘŜ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ 

¶ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǎǝƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ϻмрл 
 

IƻƳŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ŀǘ ŀ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ǎǳƛǘ ŀƴŘ bh Ŏŀƭƭ-ƻǳǘ ŦŜŜ 
/ŀƭƭ aŀǧ ƻǊ /ƘŀǊƭƻǧŜ YŜƳǇ ƻƴΥ- 

лмпро рпротн    

hǊ 9-ƳŀƛƭΥ- ǇŎǎǳǇǇƻǊǘϪƪŜƳǇΦƎōΦƴŜǘ 
ǿǿǿΦƪŜƳǇƛǘΦŎƻΦǳƪ  

L¢ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ŏƻǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘ 

   

DUCHY  HOME  FARM  

delivered fresh from the farm 

Seasonal  
Organic  
Vegetables 

Tetbury, Gloucestershire  

For more information about our Vegetable Box Scheme 

Call us on 01666 503507 
Or email: vegbox@duchyhomefarm.org.uk  
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óA group of road buildersô was the suggestion made by Fred Vening when he 
asked in the last edition of the Villager if anyone could identify this group of men.  
And sure enough, Geoffrey Tarlton of Cherington could supply the answer.  
 
ñI remember this photograph very well as it use to hang in one of our rooms at 
Cherington Park when my father was alive.  The gentlemen in question were, in 
fact, a team of gardeners employed in the Park in - roughly - the mid-nineteenth 
century, probably around the 1870s, and they were standing in what is now the 
back drive to Cherington Park.  In those days they would have been standing on 
grass, because it was only when I took over the house after my father died that I 
discovered there was in fact a gravel drive underneath. I think I am also right in 
saying that there would have been cattle grazing on either side of that hedge and 
the milking parlour (or what remains of it) still stands at the bottom of the drive. 
 
As for the identity of the gentlemen concerned, Iôm afraid that I canôt be of any 
help, but now weôve established where it is, maybe somebody will come up with 
an answer.ò 
 
So, not road builders at all! Thanks very much Geoffrey for this fascinating 
account - and if anyone else has anything extra to add, you know how to contact 
us. 
 
Note to the current generation of gardeners in Avening & Cherington: we would 
like to see you all in jackets, ties & waistcoats at work next time please  -  Ed 
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Village People  

Ronald Curtis 
 

Well, it seems that Ronôs daughter, Linda Uzzell, had beaten me to it, as 
when I called Ron to see if he wanted to divulge any stories from his past in 
Avening, he said that Linda had already written some of it all down! Easy 
peasy then, here are some of them, mainly of the 1930ôs: 

 
Ron was born to Cecil and Lillian 
Curtis at 8 Point Road in 1928, 
shortly followed by his brother Joe. 
Both brothers went to Avening 
Primary School, where there were 
four classrooms of children: infants 
with Miss Chip, then Miss 
Laremore, Mrs Fletcher and Mr 
Ayres the Schoolmaster. There 
were around 100 children at school 
then, not dissimilar to how many 
there are now. 
 
At school, there was no electricity 
supply , water supply or sewerage 
connection (outside loo, emptied 
onto the garden...!) and each 
classroom had a coal fired stove to 
keep them warm. Mrs Tanner was 
the live in caretaker (living in what 
is now the current staff room area), 
who lit the stoves each morning 
prior to school. School was from 
9.00am to 4.00pm. The Poolhay 
was where the children played with 
swings, the girls having one set of 

swings and the boys having another (a rule rather than choice). 
 
Ronôs love of gardening stemmed back from the school gardens which was 
at the top of Tetbury Hill (on the left going uphill), as were the bulk of the 
village allotments. Once a week, all the boys in the top class were trained to 
garden, necessary to feed large families as food was very scarce in those 
days and nobody seemed to have any money. 
 

Joe on the left, Lillian and Ron 
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Ronôs father was one of the first to be called to fight for his country in 1939 as 
he was in the Reserves. Ron thus took on the family garden at the age of 10, 
providing vegetables & fruit, rabbits & chickens for the family. There were only 
six cars in Avening at that time, so everybody either walked or cycled. Ron 
cycled everywhere, and continued to do so until his retirement in 1993. 
 
Whilst still at school, Ron also worked at Marshall May bakery (now called The 
Old Bakery) in the very early mornings, getting water for the bread, getting wood 
and coal for the oven fires. At the end of the week, Ron received some dough 
cakes as payment. 
 
Ron left school aged 14, going to work for Stevenson in Nailsworth as an 
apprentice plasterer and roofer. When he was 16, he remembered earning 10 
shillings for working a 46 hour week. A pint of beer had at that time just been 
increased (with much public outcry) to 1 shilling a pint. 
He played for Avening Football Club (up at the pitch that has just been sold) and 
for Avening Cricket Club. There were four pubs in the village at the time and he 
played darts for the Social Club and cribbage  for The Bell, the latter being part 
of the Nailsworth League for which Ron won a good few cups. No doubt Ron 
could still whip most of us at both darts and cribbageé.(is that a hint for a 
challenge?) 

Nicholas Winkfield 

Above: Ron on the right, with his 
  brother Joe, about 20 years ago. 
 
 
 
Left:  Ron in his twenties, looking 
  rather dapper. 
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Avening Memorial Hall  


