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Opening Times:  
Mon to Sat - Midday 
to 11.00.pm  
Sun  ï Midday to 
10.30pm 
 
Longfords  
Minchinhampton  
GL6 9AL 

'bake at home' 2in1 pies  
available to collect now! 

 

The home of the famous '2in1' pie 
Full menu served all day every day  
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The Parish Letter  
Easter 2011  

Surely there can be no better time than now to celebrate the 
Easter message of Hope, after weeks of unprecedented disaster 
and massive loss of life. As our hearts go out to the people of 
Japan, how relevant is our observation of the suffering of Jesus 
on the Cross on Good Friday. 
 
The Christ, who we try to follow, understands the depth of human 
suffering, and promises to be alongside us in the dark hours of our 
pain. As Easter follows Good Friday, so will a time of healing and 
new birth follow these terrible weeks of suffering which so many 
are going through in the world today. 
 
We are reminded of the vulnerability of all Human Life. We can 
never be confident that we will be spared suffering in our families 
or in our Community.  
 
Suffering and loss are as much a part of human life, as is Love 
and Hopeéé.. But we are called to live each day as it comes, 
thankful for the Gift of Life. It is right that we should be aware of 
suffering in the World but so should we be conscious of our own 
blessings. The Love which we know, the fun and laughter we 
share with otherséé.the sheer beauty of the World around us. 
So much which gives richness to our Lives. 
 
It is so easy to take for granted those things for which we should 
be thankful. As we pray for those who suffer at this time, let us at 
the same time, give thanks for all we receive in blessings. Easter 
brings New Lifeé..Loveéé. and Eternal Hope. 

 

Rev Celia  

Remember, you are always most 
welcome at any of the services.  

Do come along if you can!!!  
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Services in Avening & Cherington  
April  

Sunday    08.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCP 
April 3rd   09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCW 
Mothers Sunday  11.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCW & Sunday School 
(guest preacher       Special service with posies for 
John Fairley        children to give away & Simnel cake 
of the Marah Trust)      & coffee after service 
 
Sunday    08.00 Avening  No service 
April 10th   09.30 Cherington Matins BCP 
(guest speaker       & coffee after service 
Paul Rush  11.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCW & Sunday School 
of the Fellowship Trust)     & PCC AGM after this service 
 
Sunday    08.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCP 
April 17th   09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCW 
Palm Sunday  11.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCW 
          & Childrens Procession with Donkey 
 
Tuesday 19th  7.30pm Cherington  
 
Thursday 21st  8.00pm Avening  Agape Supper 
Maundy Thursday  
 
Friday 22nd   12.00 Cherington Prayer & Meditation 
Good Friday   2.00pm Avening  Prayer & Meditation 
 
Sunday    08.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCP 
April 24th   09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCW 
Easter Sunday        Celebration Service & Easter Eggs 
    11.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCW & Sunday School 
          Celebration Service & Easter Egg hunt 

 
Sunday    08.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCP 
May 1st    09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCW 
    11.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCW 
          Celebration of family life 

Bring your children dressed as 
Brides & Bridegrooms to celebrate 
the Royal Wedding 
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SERVICES IN SUMMER MONTHS 
 

From 1st May , Rev Celia will be  
Celebrating Holy Communion at 8.00am Sunday  

Palm Sunday  
 
We are planning to start the Palm Sunday procession at the Cross 

in Avening at 10.45 to represent the arrival of Jesus into Jerusalem. 
  
 

All children and adults are welcome to join in.  Palm 
Crosses and palms will be distributed and all led by 

a boy on a donkey........followed by a joyful service in 
the Church at 11.00am. 

Good Friday  
 

There will Meditation & Music at both services during the hours of Jesus 
on the Cross. 

  
Noon - 1.00pm Cherington  

2.00ð3.00pm Avening  

Agape Supper  
 

This is a re-enactment of the Last Supper, in the Holy Cross Church and a 
very special experience not to be missed. 

Open to all denominations and ages. 
 

7.00pm 
Maundy Thursday.  
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Baptisms in April  
 

3rd April  Ralph Kevin William George Kerry Barker 
  
10th  April Harry Jack Gobey Bailey 
  
17th April Luc Malkin 
  
1st  May  Clementine Duff 

 

Church Duties in Avening  

Date   Sidespersons   Chalice   Sacristan  
 
April 3rd   Piers/Stephanie   Stephen/Paul Ann 
(Mothering Sunday)  
 
April 10th   Jeanie/George   Hamish   Elizabeth 
 
April 17th   Frances/Cas   Derrick   Marion 
 
April 22nd   Stephanie    -    - 
(Good Friday)  
 
April 24th   Piers/Stephanie   Stephen/Paul Ann 
(Easter Sunday)  
 
May 1st   George/Margaret  Derrick   Elizabeth 

Confirmation...............???  
Why not take your baptismal vows for yourself and make a full 
commitment to your faith? The Bishop is coming to Avening to confirm-

both adults and children later this year.  Anyone who may wish to talk more 
about this do please get in touch with Rev Celia on 01453 832716. 
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BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!  
 

MATILDA½S   

 

Sunday June 5th, FETE DAY  
 

Waitress Service 

Elegant China Service 

 

Cream teas, and a delicious assortment of homemade cakes      

 

£5.00 per head  
 

Matildaôs is a tea room inside the Church.   

A unique setting for a delicious meal 
 

Pre-Booking is essential: 

 

Send a postcard stating: 

 

Preferred Time: (2.30, 3.30, 4.30) 

Name 

Number in Party 

Contact details 

 

  to Julia Walkley,  

The Old School, Bowl Hill, Kingscourt, 

Stroud, GL5 5DS  

01453 757784 or  jawalkley@btinternet.com 
 

Places are strictly limited and will only be by pre-booking.  So 

BOOK NOW! 

mailto:jawalkley@btinternet.com
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 Celebrating Easter  
 

 
In the weeks leading up to Easter speakers  

are being invited to tell us about the way they live out their Christian 
life.  This is instead of the usual Sunday Sermon. 

  
There will also be the following evenings open to everyone   

to celebrate 400 years of the King James's Bible, which continues 
to be the World's best seller - how it has influenced the English 

language and also moulded our culture.   
 

April   4th, 7.30pm     Nag's Head  by kind permission of Caz 
 Bodham-Whettam 

 
There will  be supper during each evening. 

   

More dates for your diaryé. 
  

Tuesday April  19th  7.30pm  A candlelit half hour of Taize in St 
Nicholas Cherington 

Maundy Thursday, April 21st,  7.00pm The Re-enactment of the 
Last Supper for all  ages.  Holy Cross Church, 
Avening 

Good Friday, April 22nd, 12.00 Noon Cherington & 2.00pm Avening 
 Meditation and music during the Hours of the 

Cross.   

 

Avening Memorial Hall  
bookings  

 
For all bookings & enquiries regarding the Memorial Hall,  

just call or text:  
 

07583 073 604 
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 Avening Roll of Honour  

No. 34 

Frederick Townsend  

Private: 2nd Battalion Devonshire Regiment 

The 2nd Phase of the Germans' last "Big Push" was their Operation "Hagen", 
aimed at pushing the Allies back to Paris. It was launched in May 1918. This 
resulted in the Third Battle of the Aisne, in which the 2nd Battalion of the 
Devonshire Regiment was employed. The Battalion was decimated and from a 
starting strength of over 500 men, it was reduced in a few days to just 47. 

These were withdrawn and a reinforcement programme started. The new men 
came from raw recruits straight in from basic training, men of different 
Regiments returning from recovery from wounds and men of other much 
depleted Battalions surviving from the German offensive. It is into this 
environment that Fred Townsend was posted in June 1918. 

Having been born on Tetbury Hill in 1900, he was conscripted in the early 
months of 1918 and, having completed his basic training, was shipped to the 
2nd Battalion, Devonshires in June. The mixture of new recruits and old hands 
trained together for some weeks and, by August, were ready for front line 
service. The end of that month found them in the trenches in Northern France, 
at Ploegstreert, (what the British "Tommy" called "Plug Street"), and although 
not involved in any major battles, there were steady losses during their stay at 
the front. The Battalion War Diaries give us a snapshot of their activities 
throughout September 1918. On the 6th, they were relieved by the 2nd 
Battalion Yorkshire West Ridings and the following day proceeded to the 
Divisional Baths. The next few days were spent relaxing, with a voluntary 
church service on the 9th and football matches over the next three days. The 
Battalion then relieved the 2nd West Ridings on the 12th and this proved a 
quiet time on the front. They were there until the 18th, when again, they were 
replaced by the 2nd West Ridings. The next few days were spent in training 
and sport activities with football and rugby matches taking place almost daily. A 
concert was held on the 21st. They returned to the trenches three days later 
and the men were involved in patrols most nights. 

The War Diary for the 26th of September reads thus: 

"In the trenches. The Brigade Major and a Royal Engineer officer went out and 
patrolled bridges over the River Lys. Special Company, Royal Engineers fired 
Gas Bombs on enemy trenches. Casualties: 2 killed and four wounded ". 
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Photographs in The Villager Magazine  
Many thanks to Nigel Bowsher for this months lovely cover photo. 

 
If you have a photo of Avening or Cherington which you would like 

to share with us, please feel free to send it to us. You never know, it 
might turn up on the front coveré! 

 

editors@acvillager.co.uk  

Fred Townsend was one of those killed that night. He was an unmarried man 
of 18. The other man killed at the same time was Private John Adams of 
Rochdale. He was 33 and had been in France since 1915. They are buried, 
side by side, at Bois-Carre British Cemetery at Thelus. 

Fred received two medals for his service, which would have been passed to 
his father, James Townsend, in 1922. By this time the family had moved to 
Nags Head. Fred was survived by six siblings, three elder brothers, two elder 
sisters and a brother two years his junior. His mother had died in 1909 but 
James lived on until 1947. Both were buried in our churchyard, but in 
unmarked graves. 

I am indebted to Stephen and Kate Townsend for their assistance. 

Fred Vening  

The graves of Fred 
Townsend (left) and 
John Adams. 
 
Bois-Carre British  
Cemetery, Thelus, 
France 
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Village People  
 

Miss Georgina Edmunds  

 
Georgie was born at Pike House (the old garage house) in Avening on 
February 12th 1914, becoming the fifth child of Mr and Mrs George 
Edmunds. Like her parents, she had a great interest in the church and the 
village. She attended the village school and then later travelled to the Girls 
Central School in Stroud. 
 
After a good education, Georgie went to work at a grocery shop in 
Minchinhampton, riding there on a bicycle until she was able to buy a car. 
After many years she was made Manageress and then  - good news! -  she 
won a car for her sales. It was  purple! 
 
Anybody who has seen the film Dulcima will see Georgie pulling down the 
canopy on the shop window as John Mills drives down the street in 
Minchinhampton. 
 
Georgieôs father was Head Gardener at The Rectory (now Old Quarries), 
when it was bought by a lady from London called Mrs Graham. When she 
went back to London to her second home Georgie can remember the family 
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living at Old Quarries: ñNice big rooms,ò she said ñ- but very cold because it 
had very little heating!ò. When Mrs Graham became a widow, she sold Old 
quarries and bought Sandford House. Georgieôs father became Caretaker/
Gardener and the family moved into the Lodge. 
 
Georgie has met three royal ladies: Mrs Grahamôs great friend Queen Mary, 
used to come and stay during the war and always used the church; she 
welcomed the Princess Royal and her husband to Avening church when she 
moved to Gatcombe; and 10 years ago Georgie received a Maundy purse 
from the Queen.   
 
She was in the church choir for over 50 years, and was also a churchwarden 
and on the Church Council. 
 
For a number of years during the ó60s Georgie was President of the Avening 
WI, of which her mother had been a founder member. She also helped to 
start the Good companions, which was a great success for many years for 
the over 60s - great holidays and day trips. For the young girls of the village 
she ran the GFS - the Girls Friendly society - which was held once a week at 
the now long-gone Institute Building on the cross. 
 
Georgie remembers the dances on a Friday night in the Memorial Hall, with 
a live band, and she and her mother fund-raised to have a stage built, which 
lasted until the Hall was refurbished last year. 
 
As I sit with Georgie on her 97th  birthday in the lounge of the nursing home 
where she now lives, we talk about the Sunday School outing she used to 
organise for us, with the morning at Bristol Zoo and the afternoon at Weston-
super-Mare. 
 
I remember, it was always Georgie or her father who locked and opened the 
church and kept an eye on the clock. 
 
In later years Georgie moved to Ansford Cottage in Woodstock, but failing 
health forced her to sell and she moved to the bungalows in Woodstock 
Close, andit was from there that she moved to Ilsom House six years ago. 
 
Georgie never forgets Avening, and when she has visitors she always asks 
about her friends, some long gone, and the WI and the Church. 
 
Georgie is so lucky to have a very supportive nephew Jim Hill and niece, Pat 
Ind, who visit her two or three times a week and who agreed to me talking 
and visiting Georgie, to write this for the Villager. 
 

Maureen Stone  
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Support Charlieôs Marathon Attempt!  
Some of you may have seen me 
pounding the local roads in the last 
few months, and if you are anything 
like I was 2 years ago you would 
have wondered why on earth anyone 
chooses to do that for fun? I'm not 
sure I actually consider it 'fun' but I 
am running for a purpose, and that 
makes it a little easier. On the 17th 
April this year, I will tackle a challenge 
I that only the most crazy would even 
consider trying. 

At the age of 7, I watched Peter 
Duncan on Blue Peter run the London 
Marathon, and that day I promised 
myself I would one day run it too! Roll 
on over 25 years, and I am finally on 
the verge of achieving this lifelong 
ambition! This year I will be running 
the London Marathon. 

Last year I ran the London 10K, walked the midnight 10 mile in Cirencester 
and ran the Great South run 10 mile in Portsmouth. This year I have already 
finished the Bath 1/2 marathon...and all in the name of training for something 
bigger!..... I am now training seriously for the London marathon. 

Although achieving an ambition is a great thing; I have also been given a 
fantastic opportunity to raise money for a charity which does great work with 
Children throughout the UK. The Children's Society .  

 Whenever I see adverts or TV campaigns to support charities who work to 
help children in many disadvantaged situation it makes my heart ache. Our 
son wants for nothing! He has all the love we can give him, the security of a 
loving family, and has every opportunity to enjoy his childhood. When I 
imagine children hiding from their parents through fear as a result of drugs or 
alcohol abuse, or having to act as an adult because their mother or father is 
incapable of looking after them in some way it really makes me think about 
how lucky I was as a child, and how lucky my son is. 

The Children's Society aims to prevent, rescue and support children facing 
life trapped in a vicious circle of fear and harm; a vicious circle driven by 
violence, neglect, poverty and discrimination. The charity supports children 
who feel that their only option is to become a runaway, they support young 
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FENCING & GATES SUPPLIED & FITTED 
FIREWOOD ï LOGS & KI NDLING 

JCB EXCAVATIONS ï DRIVES, FOOTINGS, ETC. 
SOIL, GRAVEL & HARDC ORE SUPPLIED 

 

Tel: 01453 833239 

 PETER SAVAGE  

refugees to rebuild their lives in new communities, they support disabled 
children by ensuring they have a voice, they support children affected by 
drug and alcohol misuse and so many other important aspects. 

I have pledged to raise £2,000 for this charity by running the London 
marathon, and am well on my way to meeting this target. If you would like to 
support this charity through my marathon attempt you may do so by making 
a donation online at http://www.justgiving.com/Charlotte-Bellamy2. 
Alternatively I do have sponsor forms available. 

Please call me: 01453 834803 if you would like any further information. 

Many thanks, 

Charlotte Bellamy  
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Avening Social Club  
Forthcoming Events  

 
Bingo  
Saturday April 16th 
Saturday April 30th 
 
 
Country & Western  
Saturday April 2ndð óMarty Smithô 
Saturday May 7thð óKalliberô 
 

Function Room with bar available for 
parties, celebrations and other events. 

 
 

Just call for more info! 
 

 01453 835752 
 01453 833760 

THE GEORGE VETERINARY GROUP 
www.georgevetgroup.co.uk  

 

TETBURY 23 Church Street. 

   01666 503531 
 

MALMESBURY  High Street 
Surgery 01666 823165 
Equine 01666 826456 
Farm   01666 823035 
 

Full 24 hour hospital centre for pets. 
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DUCHY  HOME  FARM  

delivered fresh from the farm 

Seasonal  
Organic  
Vegetables 

Tetbury, Gloucestershire  

For more information about our Vegetable Box Scheme 

Call us on 01666 503507 
Or email: vegbox@duchyhomefarm.org.uk  
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We are looking for someone fit and enthusiastic, with a willingness 
to be flexible and be part of the school team!  Could this be you?  

 
 

AVENING PRIMARY SCHOOL  
has a vacancy for a 

 

Cleaner and/or Caretaker  
(Grade C Point 7) 

 
10 hours cleaning per week during term time (£2877 pa)  

5 hours caretaking per week including school holidays (£1727 pa) 
Exact hours are negotiable.  Job share considered. 

 
Start date:  mid -July 

 
If you would like a job description, application form or more information 

please contact the school. 
An enhanced CRB check will be required. 

 
Tel:  01453 833191   Email:  admin@avening.gloucs.sch.uk  



19 

 

ADVANCE NOTICE  

ROAD CLOSURE  

 

B4014 Avening Road  

(Avening to Nailsworth)  

Will be closed for repairs from  

2nd May 2011 to 26th August 2011  

 

(At least thatõll be the end of those **** traffic 

lights at last)  

HANDYMAN & MAINTENAN CE SERVICES 

Routine maintenance    
Painting & Decorating  
Flat pack installation  
Gutters cleared  
Fences repaired  
Smoke alarms, shelves  
Curtain poles installed  
Gardening & vegetables  
Knife sharpening  

 

OAK LEAFSERVICES   
 

KEVIN LEA  
 

01453 762735 
077408 54170 

kevin.lea@virgin.net  
www.oakleafservices.co.uk  
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PLAIN ENGLISH      

Computer support from friendly, professional husband and wife team. 
NO Call out fee!  We LOVE to help with: 
 

Windows installs, repairs and upgrades 

Wired/wireless networks 
Internet and E-mail 
Anti-Virus / Security checks and upgrades 

Personal tuition 
Remote Support 
Website design and hosting from £150 

 

Home visits at a time to suit and NO call-out fee 
Call Matt or Charlotte Kemp on:- 

01453 545372    

Or E-mail:- pcsupport@kemp.gb.net 
www.kempit.co.uk  

ǒL¢ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ŏƻǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘǒ 
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TELEPHONE & BROADBAND PROBLEMS?  
 

Fed up with telephone call centres?  
For personal attention call Brian Cooke,  

your local telephone engineer from Stroud.  
No call -out charge within 15 miles of Stroud.  

Save money on expensive call -out charges from telephone line 
suppliers & maintenance companies, BT and others.  

Call me 1 st to diagnose you telephone line &  
wiring problems in your home, noisy line, no dial tone, etc...  

Telephone extension sockets provided & repaired.  
External extension bells supplied & fitted.  

21 years experience. BT trained.  
Broadband faults undertaken.  

    No VAT charged.  
 

Phone: 01453 758990     
Mobile: 07792 203886  
Website: www.phones -r-me.co.uk  

AVENING ARTS GROUP 

SPRING SHOW  
 

Sat 16 th  & Sun 17 th  April  

Avening Memorial Hall  
 

Weôve been very busy over the winter months, 
cosying up to Jeannieôs log fire to help evoke óThe Colours of 

Autumnô; gazing across snow-covered landscapes to capture the 
fleeting glow of óWinter Sunô; and honing our skills by óLearning 
from the Mastersô. Then, in recent weeks, new vibrancy has been 
brought to our palettes by the theme óSpring Flowersô. So, quite a 
lot of work to mount and frame!  

 

Do come and see, critique and (even better) buy our work.  
 

10.00 ï 5.00 each day  
FREE ENTRY  

 

For info ï Mick Williamson 01453836318  
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WATER QUALITY SERVICES LTD 
Water analysis and treatment 

Local delivery of water softener salt  

Granular and tablet salt £9-00/25 kg bag delivered 

   Block salt £5-30/8kg pack of 2 blocks delivered 
(Minimum salt order £27-00) 

Water treatment cartridges and filters supplied and fitted 

Tel 01453 835783   Mob 07968248292 
E-mail Andrew@water-quality-services.co.uk  

 

Villager Small Ads  

Garage Sale:  5 Star Lane, Avening, GL8 8NT, Sat. 9
th
 April, from 10.00am. 

Items include a retro-style Malaguti 50cc scooter, shelving units, an Ikea 
wicker chair and foot stool, kitchen paraphernalia and much more. 

Something you want to sell? Contact the Villager on editors@acvillager.co.uk 

 

Mark Townsend  
Dry Stone Walling Specialist  

 

Extensions, Brick work, Block Work,  
Patios and Decking.  

 
All aspects of building work.  

Est. 22 years  
 

A friendly reliable service  
 

Home -  01453 834073  
Mobile -  07765 914076  
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Scottish Dancing  

 
Avening Social Club, 8 -10pm 
(and just £2.00 per session!)  

 
This sketch is a little optimistic, but the 
dancing is always good funé. 

Come on, give it a whirl! There are usually 
two sessions a month, normally on 

Wednesdays. For further information, 
contact 

Roger Newton  
01453 834 654 

 
The next sessions are on 

6th & 20th April 
4th & 18th May 

Are you concerned about the rising cost of oil? 

Considering replacing your existing boiler? 

 

TOTAL ENVIRONMENTAL KOOLING LIMITED  

Replacing with an Energy Efficient Heat Pump (Air or Ground Source) will reduce 

running costs, reduce carbon emissions and reduce heating bills for many years.  

We have over 20 years of heat pump experience and are accredited installers 

under the MCS scheme. 

Phone:  0117 9523355; 01453 834843      

Website: www.total-environmental.co.uk 
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Avening Primary School  

Gone are the days of an óaverageô school day!... 
 
Bad hair, pirates with red noses, Victorian mines, a trip to the zoo, 
óextraordinaryô music workshops, a ómock trialô, a new garden, a quiz about 
wildlife, netball, football and rugby matches ï a short whistle-stop tour of 
some of the highlights of this term! 
 
As the Easter holidays approach, children in the Hawks class have reflected 
on their visit to the Black Country Museum to find out more about life in 
Victorian times.  Over to some of the pupils to tell you all about it ... 
 
ñHi, welcome to the Black Country Museum.  We have some treats waiting 
for you.  You might visit the Black Mine or the Fun Fair.  We have a whole 
village ï would you like to visit?ò 
Ned Glover  
 
ñThe Black Country Museum is fantastic because when you get in the mine it 
is dark, it is damp, it is smelly, it is scary, you hear banging and people at 
work.ò 
Ophelia Whitehead  

 
ñStep into the explosive 
world of the Black Country 
Museum.  You should 
definitely check out the coal 
mine because you get to go 
deep underground.  You 
listen to a voice and it will tell 
you all about the mine.  After, 
the ground will shake but 
donôt worry, nothing else will 
happen but you have to wear 
a hard helmet just in case.ò 
Tom Stewart  
 

ñAfter visiting the coal mine you may want to go and visit the bakery.  There 
is a man there making bread.  He tells you how to work in the bakery in 
Victorian times and shows you all the different places in the bakery.  The 
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man has the fire blazing in the fireplace and even though the fire is to cook 
the bread it keeps you warm, very warm.  In the bakery you get an appetising 
whiff coming to your lovely nose.ò 
Sophie Putnam  
 
ñIf you are tired of all the walking around, why not get a bus to give you a lift?  
You can go on it, it doesnôt cost you anything.  The bus is small and old but 
fast.  Donôt worry but hold on as you wonôt have seatbelts.  Why not have a 
look around the village and enjoy the ride?ò 
Lucy Gale  
 
ñCome to the great chain makerôs workshop.  Oh, go back so the fire sparks 
donôt get you!  You can see a fantastic man make a chain out of fire.  Wow!  
See the massive hammer that the man pulls down smashing the iron chain 
straight from the fire. The chain maker is just round the corner from the 
canal.ò 
Arthur Bury  
 

Friday 18 March was Comic Relief Day and Avening Primary School 
comedians were out in force as always ï as pirates this time.  The children 
had fun making the most of this yearôs national comedy fundraising event 
and even the staff got into it!  Over £400 was raised for Comic Relief. 
 

Michele Wheatley  
 

www.avening.gloucs.sch.uk   
In term time please contact 01453 833191 

http://www.avening.gloucs.sch.uk/
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 Spiderman to the Rescue!  
 
In January, Avening Church clock went on strike.  The 1911 Smiths of Derby 

two train turret clock mechanism stopped. The hands hung at 4.20, the 

pendulum drooped, no longer did the sonorous clang of a heavy bell disturb 

the innocent dreams of the villagers. 

This clock is powered by two heavy weights which, so long as they are wound 

up each week steadily descend, pulling the wheels and cogs round as they go. 

Mr. Jim Hill, custodian of the Clock, reported that the weights were wound right 

up to the tower roof, but they wouldn't come down. 

Why? 

A visual check gave no clear answer as to why the clock had stopped. A little 

more research revealed that old turret clocks should be serviced annually, but 

no one could remember when ours was last serviced, if indeed it had ever 

been serviced. Would it be rash, we wondered to commission its first service 

after one hundred years? We contacted Julian Cosby, a specialist in antique 

clock restoration and invited him to give us an opinion. 

On the 17
th
 January 

we got it. Working 

from the top down, he 

reported that birds 

had nested in the 

under dial motions 

behind the clock 

faces. The hour pipe-

bearing on the east 

dial was seized. The 

pulleys transmitting 

the power from the 

weights were on the 

point of seizing, the 

weight box (which is a 

long wooden box for the weights to lift and fall in) was filling up with sticks and 

straw, and the clock mechanism was covered with oil, grease and stone dust 

and slowly grinding itself into oblivion. We commissioned a full service. 
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 The painstaking service took a week. Every part of the clock was dismantled 

and cleaned and  the greasy  parts were rinsed in diesel oil. The pulleys were 

lowered and dismantled, the under dial motions were taken apart and cleaned. 

Sticks, straw and feathers were removed from the cogs and  slowly the clock 

was put back together. 

By Thursday evening Julian had completed the service, but he reported a 

problem. He needed to access the East dial in order to free the hands and 

adjust the hour hand counterbalance. 

The trouble was that the  dial is a long way down from the tower parapet and a 

long way up from the sharp ridge of the Chancel roof. How could a man reach 

them? 

This was when we contacted Spiderman Piers Hansen (tree surgeon). 

Balancing at the edge of the tower and glancing down from the dizzy height, he 

made some deft precautions, then threw himself off the tower attached to a thin 

thread. As he reached the clock face he arrested his fall, and propping a couple 

of feet on the clock face, waited for instructions. With Julian inside whirling 

spanners and Piers hanging outside gripping the hands, adjustments were 

made, and within minutes Spiderman was springing back over the parapet, and 

coiling his web into his large satchel. 

The hands were set, and at 4pm on the 28
th
 January the clock sprang back to 

life, thanks to Julian Cosby and Avening's Own Spiderman. 

 
George Buchanan  
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 Village Announcements  

Something exciting happening in your family?  Let us know - you can even 
send us a photo! - Ed. 

Well done to Katy Porter, Martha Lu-

kas and Holly Turner who ôDid Some-

thing Funny For Moneyõ .   

They wore their PJs all day on Sunday 

and managed to raise nearly £180.00 

for Comic Relief!!!  

Well done also to Megan Wheatley 

who wasnõt able to join her friends, 

but also wore her PJs all day 

(including on the beach!) and raised 

another £60.00.A fantastic effort ð 

well done girls!  
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Avening Playgroup  

The children really enjoyed Red Nose Day . They made cakes during the 
week which were iced and decorated with a red nose (cherry!) and then sold 
after playgroup. We made £38.50 for Comic Relief. The children dressed up 
in their favourite dressing up clothes and some told a joke. They went home 
happily wearing a red nose and clutching a bag of cakes. 
 
One of the favourite activities at playgroup is playing with play dough. It is 
really easy to make, you may like to try it. 
 

Home made play dough  
1 large cup plain flour 

½ large cup of salt 
2 tsp cream of tartar 

Food colouring 
1 tablespoon cooking oil 

1 cup water 
 

Mix all the ingredients in a pan. 

 Cook over a low heat until the mixture leaves the sides of the pan. 

 Add children  (not literally) and start making a mess! 

 

For more information about Avening Playgroup, contact 

Tamzin@Tamzincory.com  

Jenny Jones  
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O.L.Cottle  
Family Business  

 

Hand Carved Memorials   :  Cremation Plaques 

Additional Inscriptions  :  Renovations and Cleaning 

All Types of Stonework 

Tel: 01453 762877 
36 Slad Road, Stroud, Gloucestershire 

 

Cas Boddam-Whetham. MCSP RCT 
Chartered Physiotherapist  

Craniosacral Therapist 
21 Nags Head Lane, Avening, Glos GL8 8NZ 

01453 834 834 
Also at Five Valleys Physiotherapy & Sports Injury Clinic 

Brunel Mall, London Road, Stroud GL5 2BP    01453 755 948 
 

Member of the Organisation of Chartered Physiotherapists  
in Private Practice 

Registered with the Health Profession Council  
and all major medical insurance companies 

 
 For treatment, advice or a friendly chat about your problem. 
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This yearôs festival will start on Saturday 21st May, running 
through to Sunday 29th May. As usual, Festival Saturday events 

commence at 10:00am in Mortimer Gardens, with a varied programme of 
music, comedy and dance, designed to appeal to all the family. With market 
stalls and many activities happening across the town make sure that youôre 
around Nailsworth during the day. On the evening of Festival Saturday a 
highlight will be the appearance of Hank Wangford and the Lost Cowboys. 
The multi-talented Hank Wangford is a doctor, broadcaster and performer of 
songs known for their humour and cheerful irony. His band, the Lost 
Cowboys, features some of the most respected musicians on the British 
Country & Western scene. 
 
Events continue on Sunday with a performance of the Faure Requiem at 
Christ Church. On Monday, of particular local interest, will be a talk by the 
ñnaked gardenersò, more formally known as Barbara and Ian Pollard of 
Abbey House Gardens, Malmesbury.  Arranged in association with the 
Nailsworth Society, this promises to be a fascinating evening. Then on 
Tuesday we have an appearance at Ruskin Mill of Andy Cutting (BBC Radio 
2 Folk Award Winner Best Musician 2009 & 2011). The Katona Twins, Peter 
and Zoltán Katona, will be appearing at Christchurch on Wednesday. 
Critically acclaimed by the Daily Telegraph as ñthe classical worldôs best 
known guitar duoò they have given recitals in major concert venues 
throughout the world. Returning, by public demand, following a very 
successful concert at last yearôs festival, are the Gasworks Singers. The 35 
members of the Singers meet to sing their favourite songs at charity events 
and festivals over the summer and autumn period. Appearing on Thursday 
26

th
 May, the concert will feature some new songs, as well as old favourites. 

 
With a performance of ñTom Jonesò by the Bristol Old Vic Theatre School on 
Friday and the second Nailsworth Poetry Slam on Saturday 28

th
 May and a 

range of other activities across the town the festival should be well worth 
waiting for. 
 
Tickets can be booked through the website at www.nailsworthfestival.org.uk 
or from the Town Information Centre, Fountain Street, Nailsworth or by post, 
using the form on the back of the brochure which will be widely available 
around Nailsworth. 
 

Tim Hughes  
Publicity, 01453 836993  

Nailsworth Festival 2011 
         www.nailsworthfestival.org.uk  

http://www.nailsworthfestival.org.uk
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Avening Youth Club  
 

Tuesday evenings, Avening Memorial Hall  

6.00pm to 8.00pm  

Just £1 entry.   Age 8 and over.   All welcome.  

 

A trustworthy quality service  

Patios - Fencing - Lawns 
- Water Features -  

    Dry Stone Walling 
Retaining Walls   

Seasonal Maintenance 
 Driveways ï Groundwork 

Painting - Guttering 

Any Aspect  
of exterior work  

 & garden design  

STEVEN BARKER - 07890-266801 / 01453-833749 

www.revolandscapes.co.uk 

Just a few titbits about things that  
happened in April 1941:  

  

Friday 4th April: The Government issued a new regulation regarding the 

official time in the country.   This regulation provided for double summer time, 
during which period the time was two hours in advance of Greenwich 
Mean Time (GMT).   This was to start on the day after the first Saturday in May 
and was to end on the day after the second Saturday in August.    The time for 
the rest of the year remained one hour in advance of GMT 
  

Monday 7th April: The standard rate of income tax was raised by 7.5p  to 

50p in the pound (ie 50%).   Personal allowances and the tax exemption limits 
were also drastically reduced.   Money raised by the cuts in allowances  was 
treated as compulsory savings with the intention of repaying them through Post 
Office savings accounts after the war. 
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Avening WI  

 
Congratulations to our teams who went to Nailsworth for the first round of 
the County Quiz. We joined teams from Amberley group. The quiz was 
conducted at breakneck speed and some of us found the going much too 
fast to get our brains in gear! Nevertheless three of our teams will go 
forward to the next round in June and our ófirstô team had a better score than 
anyone else! 
 
We welcomed our March speaker with open arms as he came along to tell 
us óthe Story of Chocolateô. He showed excellent slides to illustrate the 
history and development of one of our favourite foods. We happily chomped 
through lots of samples during the talk which everyone appreciated! In spite 
of this members still enjoyed our usual homemade biscuits served by our 
hostesses with tea and coffee afterwards. 
 
Our friendly skittles match was most enjoyable, the óstickerô joined in and 
won one of the prizes! 
 
Everyone enjoyed our first ópub lunchô at Hunters Hall. As there were quite a 
few of us we were able to pair up and take advantage of the special offer! 
We are planning to go to Egypt Mill in May. 
 
We held our first walk of the year and luckily had a sunny day.  We 
negotiated our way along lanes and tracks to Cherington, taking in the lake 
there, and then back to Avening where a soup lunch was provided by one of 
our members. 
 
Gill Thomas invited ladies to a Crafternoon in Cherington Village Hall 
making decorative flowers. 
 
We have our first round of the County Skittles knock out competition at the 
beginning of April playing against Leonard Stanley WI. We welcome new 
members and visitors at our meetings. 
 

Shirley Hand  

 
http://www.aveningwi.wordpress.com  
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Letters to the Editor  

Dear Sir, 

I feel that I must respond to your decision to print an anonymous letter in the 
March edition of óThe Villagerô.   As the correspondent withheld their name I 
do not feel that their letter should have been published.  Vitriol has no place 
in a village magazine, particularly from poorly informed anonymous 
correspondents. 

Derek &  Sue Osborne,  

Winterfold,  

Westend, Avening 

Dear Editors, 

I would indeed like to take up the invitation to respond to the person who 
commented on the Avening Conservation Group. I was one of a significant 
number of residents who, not unreasonably, backed the Group's support for 
a Tidying Up notice at the field on the Tetbury Road and a more general 
sentiment that buildings not be put up in fields without permission, however, I 
take great exception to being automatically characterized as a 'NIMBY' 
because of this.  In addition to supporting the above, I nevertheless went out 
of my way to comment on the agricultural proposals in question in a very 
even-handed way, to make it clear I would not feel happy if I thought the 
group were to be used in order to target actions towards one family and 
lastly, that wider participation be sought from the village at large through the 
obvious channels.  This was immediately done through The Villager but I am 
not aware that many people have shown an interest.   

We are all entitled to our views but I do not think it acceptable to make 
sweeping assumptions in a public forum about the wider opinions and 
motivation of a diverse group of people, and to do so anonymously seems 
particularly unfair and needs challenging. Incidentally, as far as I am aware, 
Vale Farm has never been mentioned.  

Also, I'm perfectly happy to put my name to this letter. 

Sarah Croome,  

West End, Avening 
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DOLPHIN WATER SOFTENER & SALT SUPPLIES  
Alderton, 4 Priory Park Priory Industrial Estate 

London Rd, Tetbury, Glos, GL8 8PH 
 

If you would like to improve the quality of your water supply  

contact us for a free information pack  

by telephone on 01666 500065 or fax 01666 503632/500065  

or e-mail: ngjkind@btinternet.com   

 

 

 

 
Available for collection from   

1.00 pm ï 5.00 pm Monday to Friday  
Delivery service available within a 10 mile radius of Tetbury  

We can also supply the following at competitive prices: 

Tablet & Granular Salt   £7.50 per 25 Kg bag 

Kinetico & Harvey's Block Salt   £4.30 per pack  
(2x4kg block) 

Dear Editors, 

I was a little perplexed by the letter regarding the Avening Conservation 
Group. I have no input with the group, but feel that the person who wrote the 
letter has a bit of an axe to grind, and should have had the courage of their 
convictions to have named themselves. It is obvious that is was meant to 
cause mischief. I wonder at the wisdom to publish. 

Christine Naish 

We stand by our decision to publish the original letter, done in the hope that 
it would generate discussion and possibly illuminate the anonymous writerôs 
concerns. We do, however, prefer that letters to the editor are signed, and 
reserve the right not to publish if we consider the contents to be 
inappropriate or offensive. We welcome further informed discussion on any 
matter of debate or interest to inhabitants of Avening and Cherington. 

Editors  

http://themselves.It
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 Itôs On the Meter Update 
Paul Archer and his two 
co-travellers are now 5 
weeks into their epic 8 
month trip to Australia in 
a London Black cab, and 
have already travelled 
about 4,500 miles 
through 10 countries 
( F r a n c e ,  H o l l a n d , 
Germany, Denmark, 
Sweden, Finland, Russia, 
Bylarus, Poland and the 
Czech Republic.) Apart 

from a few interesting run-inôs with the local constabulary, who usually just want 
to break their boredom by flagging down a strange looking vehicle and 
accusing it of speeding - quite an achievement in a 20 year old overladen taxi - 
things have been going well. Through couchsurfing they have met some 
fascinating people and stayed in some amazing places, from a hippie 
commune in the woods in Sweden, to a farm on the Arctic Circle, a house boat 
in Finland and a Soviet era flat in Moscow. Been entertained by a Lithuanian 
folk band, met Santa Claus, and (briefly) arrested in front of the Kremlin. 
 
The point of this, apart from to have fun, is to break the record for the worldôs 
longest taxi ride, and in the process raise some much needed cash for the Red 
Cross, at present busier than ever, between earthquakes, tsunamis and mass 
exodus from strife-riven areas in Africa. So far they have raised £6,500, but 
their aim is £20,000 - the estimated taxi fare to Australia. So if you would like to 
support this worthy cause, and read more of their adventures, go to: 
www.itsonthemeter.com. Thereôs also a Red Cross collecting box in The Bell. 

S Woodman  

Garden Services                                                                       

General Gardening  

Grass Cutting  ~  Hedge Cutting  

     Tree Cutting  ~  Fruit Tree Pruning  

General Ground Clearance  
 

Good Rates / O.A.P Discount  

Please Call: Home: 01453 834744  Mobile: 07814206803   
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Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning Specialists  
 

          Barden Clean  
Ultra fast drying times      

Environmentally friendly    CALL NOW  

Removes stains  

High temp ïsterilises carpet    Michael Denley  

Improves air quality  
Removes dust mites     01453 752893 
Fully insured       07541 002 891 

    

          www.bardenclean.co.uk  
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birthday present? Look no further! 

 

Beautiful Indian silk scarves for sale  
only £12 

 

Wonderful vibrant colours - 100% silk 
 

All proceeds in aid of Little Stars School and Hostel, 
Varanasi, India (see www.littlestarsschool.com) 

 

Call Jane on 01453 832992 


