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Avening Parish Council Meeting
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 21 December 2017 7.30 pm
PRESENT:
Cllr D Bendall Cllr D Conway, Cllr R Morgan, Cllr G Parsons, Cllr A Slater,
Cllr M Williamson, Cllr E Worsdell
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:  Mr J Collinson (Projects Manager), Mrs S Bryant (Clerk) 
146/17
VISITORS: 

Gerald South (for Item 1)
147/17
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

Gerald South reported that he been looking for information about bus routes through Avening and had found the information on the bus companies website very confusing and also inaccurate. He has produced a more user friendly timetable and had reported the mistakes on the website to the bus company.  This will be added to our website during the refresh.
The Chairman mentioned to Gerald that the Council were expecting a Grant Application for upkeep of the graveyard but that this had not yet been received. 
148/17
POLICE MONTHLY CRIME AND ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR REPORT


There were 2 crimes reported in Avening during November 2017.
149/17
APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE

Cllr C Mitchell (Away), Cllr S Hirst (County Councillor) prior engagement.
Cllr John Catterall

Councillors expressed their sadness at the sudden death of John Catterall and referred to the work and great contribution he had made to the Parish Council.

150/17
CODE OF CONDUCT


150.1/17 Declarations of Interest in Items on the Agenda


Cllr Slater for item 10.2

150.2/17 Updates to Members Register of Interests

None
151/17
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 16 NOVEMBER 2017
No matters were raised.
152/17
MINUTES AND ACTION LOG
MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 16 NOVEMBER 2017 AND ACTION LOG
The minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record and duly signed by the Chair.
153/17
COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Cllr Richard Morgan introduced himself as the new Cotswold District Councillor. As part of the WW1 memorial events in 2018, Cllr Morgan reported on an initiative from Cotswold District Council to create a large poppy in Cirencester made up of youngsters from neighbouring parishes who would represent those that had served in World War 1.
Cllr Slater informed Cllr Morgan of Avening’s draft plans to project filmed images onto the church wall, to hold a concert, and to also create a trail of the Blue Plaque buildings in Avening with a history for each of the fallen.

Cllr Morgan invited questions but stated that as he was new to the role he may need to research answers and report back.

Cllr Conway questioned whether the media would cover the events being held in small parishes as well as the larger events. Cllr Morgan agreed to enquire if any arrangements were in place.
ACTION: Cllr Morgan
Cllr Morgan reported that Jim Parsons had been made an Honorary Alderman and that his son had collected the award.  Councillors were appreciative of the gesture.
Cllr Williamson questioned why funding had been reduced in the Council Budget.

ACTION: Cllr Morgan agreed to find out and report back to the Clerk.

Concern was raised about the proposed new housing development planned for Cirencester and whether sufficient thought had been given to the effect on neighbouring villages. It was questioned whether there would be sufficient infrastructure to support such a significant number of new properties. There was also serious concern regarding the increased volume of traffic on already congested roads that were currently in a very poor state of repair.
Councillors asked that the points raised be reported back to Cotswold District Council and minuted.

ACTION: Cllr Morgan

A question was asked regarding the Section 106 agreement for this new development and how it would be spent. Cllr Morgan thought that it would be put towards the new infrastructure but that he would check on this. Cllr Morgan was also asked to investigate the Section 106 application in relation to the 11 new houses planned for Sunground, Avening and to try to establish if there was a financial benefit to Avening.

ACTION: Cllr Morgan

154/17
COMMUNITY ISSUES AND PROJECTS
154/17.1 & 2 Project Manager’s Report / Memorial Hall

The report was noted.
154/17.3 Playing Field 
John Collinson presented a draft plan of the proposed development for the playing field. There were a number of small amendments to be made to the plan but it was hoped that a formal planning application would be submitted in January 2018. The request to spend £390 on researching funding sources was approved.
Cllr Morgan suggested that Football Association Chartered clubs, currently based in Tetbury, may be interested in using the pitch and may also be able to assist with grant sources.

154/17.4 Small Projects

No items raised.
Community Issues

154/17.7 Traffic and Highways


The updated log was noted.
155/17
FINANCE

155/17.1 Finance Report up to 31 November 2017
The finance report was circulated and noted.
155/17.3 Approve Bills for Payment

Schedule was circulated and payments were approved.
155/17.4 To Agree Draft Budget for 2018/19
Cllr Slater reported that following significant investment in the village hall, and with preliminary investment in the playing field, the reserves have been significantly depleted.  The reserves are lower than anticipated, as during an update to the budgeting spreadsheet, he had discovered an error in the calculation of available funds.  This error has been perpetuated for many years, but has not previously caused an issue due to the Council’s modest spending. To ensure the reserves are not completely exhausted, available funding for the playing field in 2018/19 will be reduced, and an earlier reliance on external funding will be needed.

The error has not influenced the rate of precept, and other areas of spending are unaffected, but it will take some years to restore reserves back up to recommended levels.  All agreed that the cash had been well spent, with the upgrades now completed on this valuable village asset.

As the precept hasn’t been increased for a number of years, and a discussion took place about potentially increasing the precept by 3% or 5% to offset the reduction in the grant from CDC, and to keep pace with inflation - the proposed expenditure will continue to be of benefit to the community.  The Clerk was asked to find out what this increase would mean for a Band D property.

156/17
PLANNING AND TREE WORKS

156/17.1 New Applications
Ref: 17/02786/FUL Full Application for Proposed change of use to include camping and educational courses at Land Parcel Ruggers Green Wood and Oldfield Wood West End Avening, Gloucestershire


No objections raised
Ref. No: 17/04039 Compliance with conditions 3 (materials), 8 (colour), 9 (rwg), 10 (landscape), 15 (drainage) & 19 (drainage) - Erection of 6 affordable dwellings and 5 private dwellings together with access road, parking and landscaping - Land Parcel At The Sunground Avening Gloucestershire
Noted
Ref. No: 17/04993/NONMAT

Non-material amendment to amend wording of Condition 4 (Sample panel) of permission ref. 14/02675/FUL (Erection of 6 affordable dwellings and 5 private dwellings together with access road, parking and landscaping) to allow later approval of walling sample panel - Land Parcel At The Sunground The Sunground Avening Gloucestershire

Noted
17/04021 Full Application for Erection of one and a half storey house at 79 The Sunground Avening, Tetbury Gloucestershire GL8 8NW

One observation was made regarding whether smoke from a wood burner would affect neighbouring properties as it would be sited on a lower level than surrounding properties.
17/04888 Full Application for Erection of first floor side extension at The Maltings 2 Woodstock Lane, Avening Tetbury Gloucestershire

No objections raised
156/7.2 Applications Responded to Since Last Meeting
None
156/17.3 Decision Notices

None
156/17.4 Planning Correspondence


None

156/17.5 Tree Works
Ref: 17/04963/TPO Works to trees with a TPO for Horse Chestnut - raise crown and reduce radius due to excessive shading at The Coach House High Street Avening Tetbury Gloucestershire

Ref. No: 17/04708/TCONR

T.1 Walnut tree - 20% crown lifting up to 4m, crown thin to remove close growing and touching branches. Branch tip reduction of up to 1.5m. To maintain the health of the tree - 2 Lees Cottage Steps Lane Avening Tetbury Gloucestershire GL8 8NJ
156/17.6 Any other New Applications since publication of this agenda

None
157/17
CORRESPONDENCE
Buckingham Palace Garden Party

The Clerk reported the Council have been invited to submit nominations for attendance at a Buckingham Palace Garden Party on Tuesday 5 June 2018. 
Cllr Slater and Cllr G Parsons asked to be nominated.

158/17 
COUNCILLORS

No items reported.
159/17
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 18 January 2018 7.30pm in the Memorial Hall.  All are welcome.
The meeting closed at 9.07 pm
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