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Avening Parish Council Meeting
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 20 July 2017 7.30 pm
PRESENT:
Cllr D Bendall, Cllr J Catterall (until 8.55pm), Cllr G Parsons, Cllr A Slater,
Cllr M Williamson, Cllr E Worsdell
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:  Cllr S Hirst (until 7.45pm), Mr J Collinson (Projects Manager), Mrs S Bryant (Clerk) 
74/17
VISITORS: 

No visitors attended.
75/17
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

None
76/17
POLICE MONTHLY CRIME AND ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR REPORT


Report was circulated listing crimes from 1 January – 30 June 2017.

Cllrs asked if more detail could be provided about the crimes.


ACTION: Clerk to request information from Sue Fellows 

77/17
APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE

Cllr D Conway (Away), Cllr C Mitchell (Away), Cllr J Parsons (Unwell)
78/17
CODE OF CONDUCT


78.1/17 Declarations of Interest in Items on the Agenda


Cllr Worsdell, Standing declaration re Memorial Hall

Cllr Slater Ref. 10.3 Bills for payment

78.2/17 Updates to Members Register of Interests

None
79/17
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 18 May 2017

None
80/17
MINUTES 
MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 18 MAY 2017 AND ACTION LOG
The minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record and duly signed by the Chair.
The Clerk reported that the Action Log was incorrect and would re-circulate an amended version.

ACTION: Clerk

81/17
COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Cllr Stephen Hirst attended his first meeting of the Parish Council and reported on the following items:
Bridge repairs on Hampton Hill had been completed earlier than expected.

Ward Members have been allocated £2000 for defibrillators. He agreed to send an application form to the Clerk and the matter would be discussed at the next Parish Council meeting.

ACTION: Clerk to note agenda item.

£750 has been allocated to allow parishes to hold a celebration next year to mark 100 years since the end of World War 1.

Additional funding has also been allocated for youth activities.

Cllr Slater reported that Old Hill was now showing signs of damage and gave Cllr Hirst a copy of the Avening Highways issues log which records any problems or concerns relating to the roads and Highways and agreed to copy Cllr Hirst in when any updates are recorded.
Cllr Hirst was also given background information on the controversial redevelopment of 11A High Street.
Cllr Bendall asked if there was any news on preventing the closure of the Lloyds Bank in Tetbury. Cllr Hirst replied that the bank has stated that the decision to close is final. He reported that Santander have been approached about opening a branch in Tetbury but are not interested. Nationwide are monitoring the usage of their new Glastonbury branch and may consider opening additional branches if it proves successful.
82/17
COMMUNITY ISSUES AND PROJECTS


82/17.1 & 2 Project Manager’s Report / Memorial Hall
The report was noted.
Regarding the purchase of a new projector screen, Councillors agreed in principle to this but would like to see alternative quotes as they felt the one listed in the report was quite high. 
ACTION: John Collinson

Cllr Gill Parsons asked if it would be possible for the Ram Houses, that were used to house the water pumps, within Avening to be listed.

ACTION: John Collinson to investigate.

John reported that the refurbishment of the school kitchen had begun. Cllr Slater proposed that the Parish Council pay £6000 towards the cost.

This was agreed.

Once the kitchen refurbishment has been completed the Reading Room would be usable again for council meetings and storage although John felt that improvements should be made to improve the fire safety of the staircase. Cllr Bendall suggested the use of fire resistant paint and agreed to investigate the possibility of this.

ACTION Cllr Bendall.

82/17.3Playing Field

It was agreed that the preliminary report prepared by Seymour Surveyors was very comprehensive and offered lots of options. John Collinson felt that there was also potential to reduce the costings. The Council had already received an offer for the design of a cycle track.
Discussion took place regarding the options and the issue of the visual impact if the artificial pitch were to be enclosed and that it may be seen as taking away the currently freely accessible pitch.
It was agreed to hold a separate meeting with members of the Playing Fields committee on Monday 14 August 2017 at The Bell to discuss the options.

Avening Playing Fields Association Terms of Reference

The Clerk reported that new Terms of Reference have been written to clarify the role and responsibilities of the committee as the current constitution is unclear and very outdated. A draft copy was circulated to members for comments and the suggested amendments were agreed and adopted.

ACTION: Clerk to circulate the Terms of Reference to the Playing Field Committee.

82/17.4 Small Projects
Cllr Bendall reported that he had received quotes for producing 2 map boards.
The price for free standing aluminium boards on 2 aluminium posts was £340 +VAT and for wall mounted boards £90 + VAT. It was agreed to order 2 free standing boards.

It was also agreed that 2 additional boards should be purchased for the village hall to list the recipients of the Pride of Avening Awards.
ACTION: Clerk to compile list of award recipients.
.
Cllr John Catterall left the meeting

82/17.5 Potential Projects


Item deferred to next meeting.

ACTION: Clerk to note agenda item

82/17.6 Emergency Plan


It was agreed that a sub group be convened to update the plan.

Community Issues
83/17.1 Community Speed Watch

The Clerk reported that Stuart Richards had been in touch regarding a community speed watch and was trying to recruit volunteers. Cllr Gill Parsons volunteered to take part.

83/17.2 Traffic and Highways


The updates to the road issues log were reported and noted.


It was reported that the road surface on the first corner of Tetbury Hill had become very rough.


ACTION: Cllr Slater to update Highways log.

83/17.3 Road Closure

The Clerk reported that she had received notification that usual road closures would be in place during the Gatcombe Horse Trials 4-6 August 2017.
83/17.4 Lawrence Road

The Clerk reported that she had been contacted again about the continuing problems of traffic congestion and parked cars in Lawrence Road.
It was felt that unfortunately there was little more the council could do as these issues had been discussed at length with Gloucestershire Highways but they were not able be made any further changes to the road layout at present.

84/17
FINANCE

84/17.1 Finance Report up to 30 June 2017
The finance report was circulated and noted.
84/17.2 2016/17 Accounts

The Clerk reported that the accounts had been approved by the internal auditor and were currently with the external auditor, Grant Thornton.
84/17.3 Approve Bills for Payment

Schedule was circulated and payments were approved.
84/17.4 Approve second part of grant to Avening Playgroup

In December 2016, the Parish Council agreed to a grant of £1000 for Avening Play Group to be paid in 2 parts, £500 in January 2017 and then £500 in July 2017 with a proviso that the Playgroup provide evidence of how they plan to grow the business. This report was received from the Playgroup, as requested, and the second part of the grant approved. 
85/17
PLANNING AND TREE WORKS

85/17.1 New Applications

Ref. No: 17/01968/FUL

Replacement windows, fencing & entrance gates, Insertion of a new rooflight, Replacement guttering & downpipes, re-pointing & lime-wash finish to dwelling - White Rose Cottage 1 Tetbury Hill Avening Tetbury Gloucestershire GL8 8LT
There were no objections other than concerns regarding the new rooflight on the front elevation.

Ref. No: 17/02665/FUL

Lower cills of five first floor windows - Winterfold 23 West End Avening Tetbury, Gloucestershire GL8 8NE
No objections raised.

85/17.2 Applications Responded to Since Last Meeting

Cllr Slater gave an update on the ongoing concerns regarding the development at 11A High Street. He advised that the developer was currently continuing with planned works at his own risk, as the applications may be rejected.
85/17.3 Decision Notices


None

85/17.4 Planning Correspondence


None
85/17.5 Tree Works

None
85/17.6 Any other New Applications since publication of this agenda

None
86/17
CORRESPONDENCE


86/17.1
NALC’s Star Councils 2017
The Clerk reported that she had received information about Star Council awards whereby councils could nominate themselves for one of the following awards:

Council of the Year
Councillors of the Year

Local council outstanding project of the Year

Young Councillors of the Year

Clerk of the Year

County association outstanding project of the Year

There was a very tight deadline of 28 July closing date so in view of this, it was suggested that Avening enter the School kitchen refurbishment in the Outstanding Project category.

ACTION: John Collinson to prepare the nomination. 


86/17.2 Avening Poppy Appeal – Request for Volunteers

The Clerk reported that notices had been put up on the notice boards and an item included in the Villager to ask for volunteers.

86/17.3 Request for Road Sign 
The Clerk reported that she had received a request from residents at Sunground for a road sign to be installed at the top of Old Hill stating that 6-12 Sunground is accessible from Old Hill. This request has come as a result of problems being experienced by delivery drivers and visitors trying to locate these properties.
ACTION: Clerk to contact Gloucestershire Highways regarding process for requesting this.  


87/17.4 AMEY Winter Maintenance Form


The Clerk advised that the form needed to be completed and returned to AMEY.

Cllr Slater agreed to be the Snow Warden and the clerk was asked to check if Cherington Forge would still operate the snow plough.

ACTION: Clerk
87/17 
COUNCILLORS
Cllr Stater asked members to let him know if they would like donated tickets for the Gatcombe Horse Trails on either Friday 4th, Saturday 5th or Sunday 6th August 2017. 
88/17
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 17 August 2017 7.30pm in the Memorial Hall.  All are welcome.
The meeting closed at 9.40 pm
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