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Avening Parish Council Meeting
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 20 April 7.30 pm
PRESENT:
Cllr D Bendall, Cllr D Conway, Cllr C Mitchell until 9.00 pm, Cllr G Parsons, 
Cllr M Williamson (Acting Chair), 
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: Cllr T Hicks, Mr J Collinson (Projects Manager), Mrs S Bryant (Clerk) 
45/17
VISITORS: 

No visitors attended.
46/17
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

None
47/17
POLICE MONTHLY CRIME AND ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR REPORT


No report presented.
48/17
APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE

Cllr A Slater (Away), Cllr E Worsdell (Away) Cllr J Parsons (Did not attend)
Cllr J Catterall (Did not attend)
49/17
CODE OF CONDUCT


35.1/17 Declarations of Interest in Items on the Agenda


None

35.2/17 Updates to Members Register of Interests

None
50/17
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 16 MARCH 2017

None
51/17
MINUTES 
MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 16 MARCH 2017 AND ACTION LOG
The minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record and duly signed by the Chair.
The action log was discussed and updated.
52/17
COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Cllr Hicks presented his report and stated that this would be his last attendance at the Parish Council meeting as he would be retiring on 4 May 2017.
His report included key issues from the past year including:

Services for Adults, Vulnerable people, Children in Care and Disabled people

Whilst provisions were carefully planned and managed, overspends were sustained and had to be supported by reserves and savings in other areas. The 2017-18 budget has had to embrace these challenges therefore the GCC local tax is being increased by a 2% Government Adult Care special increase, plus a further 1.99% County increase, creating a £4.8 million of extra reserve.

Roads

Government is enabling the County to create a further £9 million of funding in 2017-18 to invest in roads.
Schools

5 Primary and 1 Secondary School have achieved above average quality of performance. 3 schools have received Children’s Activity Grants aimed at improving physical and personal schemes.

Waste

Recycling has increased considerably and the building of an incinerator will substantially improve the reduction in landfill.

Fire and Rescue Service

The local teams continue to achieve one of the highest performing in the country.

NHS

The County Council has signed up to the new Sustainable and Transformation Plan, currently out for public consultation with the aim being to provide more local health support and less congestion at acute Hospitals.
Councillors thanked Cllr Hicks for the years of service he has given to Avening and for all the work he has undertaken on behalf of the village. 
John Collinson informed Cllr Hicks about difficulties he had been experiencing in trying to progress a schedule of works to improve the condition of the school kitchen which was currently thought to be unhygienic.
Cllr Hicks agreed to take this up with the County Council.

Questions were asked and concerns raised regarding the reduction in police in the area. Cllr replied that concerns should be raised with the Police Inspector at Cirencester.

Concern was also raised regarding the closure of banks in both Tetbury and Nailsworth. Cllr Hicks felt that it may be beneficial to contact the local MP regarding these concerns. It was also thought that public support could be encouraged via social media and The Villager. 

53/17
COMMUNITY ISSUES AND PROJECTS


53/17.1 Project Manager’s Report
The report was noted.
John Collinson reported that he was concerned about the water pump adjacent to 11A High Street as due to the ongoing building works at the property it appeared to be becoming encased in concrete.

John agreed to alert the Conservation Officer about his concerns. Councillors requested a meeting or report from the Planning Officer or to hold an Extraordinary meeting to discuss the current position in relation to the building works.

John agreed to contact the Planning Department and to forward any response to the Clerk. 

ACTION: John Collinson
John Collinson also reported that the County Council had asked if Polling Booths could be stored at the Memorial Hall between the May and June elections. They would pay £50 storage costs.
This was agreed.
53/17.2 Playing Field

It was noted that approval to commence phase one of the project had been agreed via an on-line vote.
Cllr Williamson reported that a survey had been done and the next step was for exploratory work to be undertaken. He hoped a report would be ready in time for the Village Meeting on 20 May 2017.
53/17.3 Village AGM
The Clerk reported that invitations had been sent out to village representatives and a good response received. Tractor, Pony & cart and animals have been booked to attend and The WI has been asked to supply refreshments.
New radio microphones were currently being tested which John Collinson felt may be suitable for use at the Village Party / AGM on 20 May but that he would report back to the next meeting.

53/17.4 Small Projects
Copies of the design for the map boards were circulated and a couple of amendments were made to the map itself. It was agreed not to include the walks map on the board. Cllr Bendall agreed to arrange for the amendments to be made and to get quotes on costs.
It was noted that the railings, organised by Cllr Parsons had now been installed around part of the telephone box. 

53.17.5 Potential Projects


Item deferred to next meeting.

ACTION: Clerk to note agenda item

Community Issues

53/17.6 Grass Cutting Contract 2017-2020

It was noted that the decision to offer the contract to Geoff Brooks, Avendale Garden Maintenance had been agreed via an online vote.

53/17.7 Defibrillator

Information has been included on the website
53/17.8 Community Speed Watch

The Clerk reported that she had received information on how to set up a Community Speed Watch and suggested that details be made available at the Village Meeting and volunteers sought.

53/17.9 Traffic and Highways


The updates to the road issues log were reported and noted.

The clerk reported that she had received an update on the damaged kerb stones, in that the local Highways Safety Inspector and the local Area Highways Representative have advised that they will monitor on a monthly inspection and deal with any dislodged ones i.e. completely fallen out and in the meantime, will bring the area to the attention of the LHM. 
53/17.10 Litter Pick

It was agreed to ask for volunteers at the Village Meeting and to then set a date.
54/17
FINANCE

54/17.1 Finance Report up to 31 March 2017
The finance report was circulated and noted.
54/17.2 Approve Bills for Payment

Schedule was circulated and payments were approved.
55/17
PLANNING AND TREE WORKS
16/03573/FUL Full Application for Erection of detached dwelling together with associated ancillary development at Land Adjacent 19 Point Road Avening Tetbury Gloucestershire (new details)
Councillors agreed to consider the plans and to forward any comments to the Clerk.

17/00382/FUL Full Application for Variation of conditions 2 and 11 of 13/03106/FUL

(APP/F1610/A/14/2211813) to allow for amended drawings showing alternative

arrangements for parking / vehicle manoeuvring and associated landscaping

at 11A High Street Avening Tetbury Gloucestershire GL8 8LU
Councillors felt that, it was still impossible to add meaningful comment, as the amendment is based on previous amendments that: haven’t been agreed, couldn’t be considered until meaningful measurements have been provided and still don’t meet previous restrictions and issues with the access splays. It was agreed to request a meeting or report from the Planning Officer or to hold an Extraordinary meeting of the Parish Council to discuss the current position in relation to the building works.
55/17.2 Applications Responded to Since Last Meeting


None
55/17.3 Decision Notices


None
55/17.4 Planning Correspondence


None
55/17.5 Tree Works
55/17.6 Any other New Applications since publication of this agenda

None
56/17
CORRESPONDENCE


GAPT AGM Saturday 15 July 2017

Councillors were asked to consider submitting a resolution for debate.

It was suggested that Rural Banking be discussed.


Village for the Year

The Clerk reported that she had received information about a Village of the Year competition launched by Channel 4.  

Councillors felt that in principle they would like to apply. The Clerk agreed to seek further information on what was involved in submitting an application and to report back.

ACTION: Clerk
57/17 
COUNCILLORS

Cllr Conway reported that numerous concrete lorries had been delivering to Brandhouse Farm. He questioned whether this was in line with the planning regulations for the development and agreed to check.
Cllr Gill Parsons reported that the bridleways between Barton End and Rudgeway/Woodstock and Dark Lane and Nags Head had become very overgrown.

ACTION: Clerk to contact the Public Rights of Way Officer.

58/17
DATE OF NEXT MEETING


Thursday 18 May 2017 7.30pm in the Memorial Hall
All are welcome.
The meeting closed at 9.25 pm
Minutes of Avening Parish Council Meeting Thursday 16 March 2017
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