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Avening Parish Council Meeting
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 19 October 2017 7.30 pm
PRESENT:
Cllr J Catterell, Cllr D Conway, Cllr C Mitchell (until 8.40pm) Cllr G Parsons, Cllr A Slater,
Cllr M Williamson, Cllr E Worsdell
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:  Mr J Collinson (Projects Manager), Mrs S Bryant (Clerk) 



Gerald South, (Associate Priest) (from 8.30pm)
118/17
VISITORS: 
Kevin Dower from Gloucestershire Rural Community Council came to talk to the Parish Council about the new service which incorporated the Village Agents who will be re-named Community Connectors. He explained that the service aimed to reduce social isolation, help with employment, health and financial issues and was available to anyone over 16. The service offers support and assistance for individuals and can refer people to activities and groups in their area.
Kevin stated that the service would be widely publicised by way of adverts, leaflets and newsletters.

In reply to a question about transport, Kevin replied that this was not currently offered due to insurance

restrictions.

Cllr Slater thought that the service may be of benefit to residents of Old Quarry which is scheduled to close and agreed to forward details of the planned arrangements to Kevin.

ACTION: Cllr Slater

119/17
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

Covered under 118/17.
120/17
POLICE MONTHLY CRIME AND ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR REPORT


There were no crimes reported in Avening during September 2017.
121/17
APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE

 Cllr D Bendall (Away) Cllr S Hirst (County Councillor), (Prior appointment)
122/17
CODE OF CONDUCT


122.1/17 Declarations of Interest in Items on the Agenda


Cllr Worsdell, Standing declaration re Memorial Hall

122.2/17 Updates to Members Register of Interests

None
123/17
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 21 SEPTEMBER 2017
i) Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony
Cllr Slater reported that both the vicar and Father Christmas had previous engagements on Sunday 3 December so it was agreed that the ceremony take place on Saturday 2 December 2017 4.30pm. The Queen Matilda had quoted £10 per head for providing food but it was hoped that with a reduced menu this could be reduced to £5.00. Cllr Slater agreed to contact the pub.

ACTION: Cllr Slater.

ii) Remembrance Service

Cllr Slater reported that he would be away so Cllr Williamson agreed to place the PC wreath.

ACTION: Clerk to check who will deliver the wreath
iii) Councillor Vacancy
It was reported that there would be a by-election on Thursday 23 November to elect a new District Councillor and that following the sad death of Jim Parsons, the Parish Council also had a vacancy.

It was agreed to publicise the need for a Parish Councillor within the village and to purchase a banner for the Memorial Hall to advertise the vacancy.

ACTION: Clerk to source a suitable banner

iv) Reading Room Sign

It was reported that Cllr Bendall was organising the new ‘Jim Parsons Reading Room’ sign.
124/17
MINUTES AND ACTION LOG
MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 21 SEPTEMBER 2017 AND ACTION LOG
The minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record and duly signed by the Chair.
The Action Log was noted and the following updates made. 

97/17

Reading Room Furniture



Following discussion about table designs, size and suitability. 

It was agreed to budget £1400 for a meeting table and £1000 for chairs.

ACTION Cllr Slater to source suitable furniture, and Cllr Conway to approach a local carpenter to check bespoke table options.


97/17.6

Defibrillator Funding Application

The Clerk reported that she had received an e-mail from Cotswold District Council chasing the Parish Council’s decision on a proposed location for the planned new defibrillator.

ACTION Clerk to check with BT about plans for the phone box at Sunground and whether this could be considered.
112/17 

Public Liability Insurance to include hire of new kitchen

Cllr Worsdell confirmed that it was not necessary to amend the current Memorial Hall insurance.

112/17.6 
Dog Waste Bins

The Clerk reported that Cotswold District Council could supply bins for £210 + VAT or the Council could be purchase bins from an alternative supplier and CDC would install them for £60 + VAT. It was agreed that the clerk should purchase 2 less expensive red bins and ask CDC to quote for supplying 2 poles and to install them.
ACTION: Clerk

114/17.6
Planning Training

The Clerk reported that Kevin Field from Cotswold District Council had agreed to offer councillors a training session on planning regulations in the new year. He had suggested a 6.30pm start prior to the Parish Council meeting starting at 7.30pm. 

ACTION: Clerk to ask Kevin if he could attend on Thursday 18 January 2018.

125/17
COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORTS

District Councillor was unable to attend.
126/17
COMMUNITY ISSUES AND PROJECTS

126/17.1 & 2 Project Manager’s Report / Memorial Hall

The report was noted.

Cllr Catterell questioned whether the door to the Reading Room should be a fire door. John Collinson felt that this was not necessary as the kitchen was fireproof but that he would check the plans and re-examine whether this was needed.

John hoped that the painting of the room would be completed before Christmas and the new furniture could then be put in place. 
It was questioned whether the Parish Council or the Memorial Hall should pay for the exterior lighting mentioned in the report.

ACTION: John Collinson / Cllr Worsdell to investigate, and request funds if appropriate.
126/17.3 Playing Field 
Discussion took place regarding the process for commencing the planning application for works to be undertaken at the playing field.

It was agreed to submit a planning application along with the surveyors plan listing the agreed elements and showing their proposed location within the field.

It was reported that an alternative quote had been sought for designing the cycle track and that this would be forwarded to John Collinson.
126/17.4 Small Projects

No matters discussed.
Community Issues

126/17.7 Traffic and Highways


The updates to the road issues log were reported and noted.

Cllr Slater reported that he and John Collinson would be meeting with Richard Gray from Highways on Friday 20 October 2017 to consider proposed works to be undertaken on the wall at Old Hill / High Street and to also ask advice about the planned new gateway entrance for the playing field.

126/17.8 Parking on High Street

The Clerk reported that she had received a request from an Avening resident asking if the white line, opposite the old bus stop on the High Street could be removed as it seemed to serve no purpose.

Councillors raised no objections to this.

ACTION: Cllr Slater to request this at his meeting with Richard Gray.

126/17.9. Rectory Lane – Parking in turning space

The Clerk reported that she had received a suggestion from an Avening resident that the turning space in Rectory Lane be designated a no parking area as some delivery vehicles had difficulty in turning on the lane.

Councillors felt that this was not feasible as the area was not actually a designated turning area. 
126/17.10 Improved Road Sign Point Road
Cllr Slater proposed installing improved signage on Point Road to indicate the direction of property numbers.

This was agreed.

ACTION: Clerk to order new signage.
126/17.11 Tetbury Road Bus Stop
Cllr Parsons reported that the area around the bus stop had been cleared but the stop had not yet been moved.

ACTION: Clerk to chase progress. Cllr Slater agreed to send the Clerk a location photo. 

127/17
FINANCE

127/17.1 Finance Report up to 31 July 2017
The finance report was circulated and noted.
127/17.3 Approve Bills for Payment

Schedule was circulated and payments were approved.

127/17.4 Audit of 2017 Accounts
The Clerk reported that the audited accounts had been returned by the auditors, Grant Thornton, and the following remarks had been made.

The period for the exercise of public rights should be 30 working days but Avening had allowed more than 30 days in 2016 and slightly less than 30 days in 2017. It was also highlighted that the fixed asset register should be updated more regularly.
128/17
PLANNING AND TREE WORKS

128/17.1 New Applications
Ref. No: 17/04039 Compliances with condition 3 (materials), 4 (panel), 8 (colour), 9 (rwg), 10 (landscape), 15 (drainage) & 19 (drainage) - Erection of 6 affordable dwellings and 5 private dwellings together with access road, parking and landscaping - Land Parcel At The Sunground Avening Gloucestershire

No objections raised
The Clerk was asked to check with Cllr Stephen Hirst on whether any progress had been made on the Section 102 application.

ACTION: Clerk
128/7.2 Applications Responded to Since Last Meeting
128/17.3 Decision Notices

None
128/17.4 Planning Correspondence


None

128/17.5 Tree Works
Ref: 17/04106/TCONR Works to trees in conservation areas for Silver Birch in front of garden - pollard down to first storey gutter height, approx. down to 25 feet at Hill House 7 - 9 Tetbury Hill, Avening, Tetbury Gloucestershire

Ref. No: 17/04106/TCONR Silver Birch in front of garden - pollard down to first storey gutter height, approx. down to 25 feet - Hill House 7 - 9 Tetbury Hill Avening Tetbury Gloucestershire GL8 8LT
128/17.6 Any other New Applications since publication of this agenda

None
129/17
CORRESPONDENCE


129/17.1 Vacancy on GAPTC Executive Committee

The Clerk advised councillors about the above vacancy.

130/17 
COUNCILLORS

Items raised under 124 and 126.

2 meeting dates were agreed:
Finance Meeting Tuesday 5 December 2017 7.30pm The Bell

AGM Preparation Meeting Tuesday 9 January 2018 7.30pm The Bell

131/17
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 16 November 2017 7.30pm in the Memorial Hall.  All are welcome.
The meeting closed at 9.15 pm
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