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Avening Parish Council Meeting
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 18 May 7.30 pm
PRESENT:
Cllr D Bendall, Cllr D Conway, Cllr C Mitchell, Cllr G Parsons, Cllr A Slater,
Cllr M Williamson, Cllr E Worsdell
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:  Mr J Collinson (Projects Manager), Mrs S Bryant (Clerk) 
59/17
VISITORS: 

No visitors attended.
60/17
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

None
61/17
POLICE MONTHLY CRIME AND ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR REPORT


Annual report was circulated listing crimes in the year 1 April 2016 – 31 March 2017.
62/17
APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE

Cllr J Parsons (unwell), Cllr J Catterall (Did not attend)
63/17
CODE OF CONDUCT


63.1/17 Declarations of Interest in Items on the Agenda


None

63.2/17 Updates to Members Register of Interests

None
64/17
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 20 APRIL 2017

None
65/17
MINUTES 
MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 20 APRIL 2017 AND ACTION LOG
The minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record and duly signed by the Chair.
66/17
COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORTS
No reports were presented. Cllr Stephen Hirst has been newly appointed and was unable to attend this meeting but has agreed to attend the village event on Saturday 20 May 2017. 
67/17
COMMUNITY ISSUES AND PROJECTS


67/17.1 Final Arrangements for the Village Party / AGM

Cllr Slater reported that posters had been put up around the village and that the event had been publicised in the Villager and on the Avening Facebook page.
Arrangements were in place for the various activities and attractions and Councillors agree to meet at midday on Saturday 20 May to help set up.

As part of his display, John Collinson was asked to bring the list of who had sponsored the water pumps.

Pride of Avening Awards

Cllr Slater reported that the nominees for the awards were:

Villager of the Year: Best for Ben Committee – The Committee would also receive, the newly introduced annual ‘Jim Parson’ Award.

Young Villager of the Year: Louis Harwood and Ollie Hutton

Junior Villager of the Year: Elsie Heslop

These nominations were unanimously agreed

67/17.2 Project Manager’s Report / Memorial Hall
The report was noted.

Cllrs agreed to the purchase of a new slate guard as referred to in the report.
It was questioned whether the hall upstairs room was suitable for use. John Collinson replied that it wasn’t currently usable as the room required suitable fire protection. It was also suggested that updated furnishings and some decoration would be beneficial.

John Collinson also reported that he was arranging for the purchase of a new fridge for the hall kitchen.

Cllrs were informed that the outside area at the back of the hall currently holds water and can become slippery, so works were needed to install better drainage and level the area. John has received an estimate of £1950. It was questioned whether Gloucestershire County Council could assist with financing these works as it is a main thoroughfare for children moving from the school to the hall.
Cllrs agreed in principle to this work being undertaken subject to agreeing the financing arrangements.
New radio microphones have been tested and the purchase of the recommended models have been agreed so they will be available for use at the Village Party / AGM.

68/17.3 Playing Field

It was noted in the Project Managers Report that a site survey had been completed and the next step was for a ground survey to be undertaken. A suitably skilled contractor is being sought.
68/17.4 Small Projects
Copies of the updated design for the map boards were circulated and approved and would be available to view at the village event on 20 May.
 It was suggested that as Gatcombe Horse Trials and Minchinhampton Golf Club were featured on the map board perhaps these organisations would be willing to sponsor the boards.
ACTION : Clerk to investigate
Cllr Slater reported that references to the Blue Plaques in Avening would be included in the updated Walks Map as a separate trail.

68/17.5 Potential Projects


Item deferred to next meeting.

ACTION: Clerk to note agenda item

Community Issues
68/17.6 Community Speed Watch

The Clerk reported that details of the Community Speed Watch would be made available at the Village Meeting and volunteers sought.

68/17.7 Traffic and Highways


The updates to the road issues log were reported and noted.

68/17.7 i. Road Closure

The Clerk reported that she had received notification that Avening Court Bridge, Hampton Hill would be closed from 12 June 2017 until 21 July 2017. This would be highlighted in the Villager article, as it is likely to cause significant inconvenience.
69/17
FINANCE

69/17.1 Finance Report up to 30 April 2017
The finance report was circulated and noted.
69/17.2 Approve Bills for Payment

Schedule was circulated and payments were approved.
The Clerk reported that the quote for renewal of the Parish Council insurance had been received that afternoon. The quoted amount was for £430.94 with a reduced rate of £409.39 for a 3 year agreement.

It was agreed to proceed with the 3-year agreement.

70/17
PLANNING AND TREE WORKS

70/17.1 New Applications

Ref. No: 17/01614/LBC
Internal and external alterations - 51 High Street Avening Tetbury Gloucestershire GL8 8NF
No objections raised

70/17.2 Applications Responded to Since Last Meeting


None
70/17.3 Decision Notices


None
70/17.4 Planning Correspondence

An e-mail had been received regarding a proposed application for additional accommodation at the Queen Matilda pub. In response to the e-mail Cllr Bendall reported that he had visited the applicants and suggested that they attend a future Parish Council meeting to discuss their proposals.
70/17.5 Tree Works

None
70/17.6 Any other New Applications since publication of this agenda

None
71/17
CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk reported that an application had been submitted on behalf of Avening for the Channel 4 Village of the Year competition and that she would be advised if Avening is shortlisted.
The Clerk also reported that she had been contacted by a resident about continuing parking issues in Lawrence Road. Councillors felt that as all possible solutions had been explored they unfortunately had to discount further action on Lawrence Road at present.
72/17 
COUNCILLORS
Cllr Gill Parsons reported that there will be an open meeting on Thursday 25 May 2017 at Painswick Rugby Club 7.30 pm regarding a proposed badger cull in the area during 2018.
Cllr David Bendall and Cllr Mick Williamson have agreed to meet with the Production Co-ordinator of DIY SOS who are undertaking a project in Avening.
Cllr Mitchell questioned whether the Parish Council had approved the wooden cladding to the building extension on the house at Pound Hill/Tetbury Hill as she felt that it was very unsightly.

ACTION: Clerk to check on planning approval. 
Cllr Mitchell also reported that the wall in Avening High Street was in urgent need of repair.

The Chair agreed to add this issue to the highways issues log.

73/17
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

As several Councillors were unable to attend the scheduled 15 June meeting, it was agreed that that this meeting be postponed, and the next meeting be held on Thursday 20 July 2017 7.30pm in the Memorial Hall.  All are welcome.
The meeting closed at 9.07 pm
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