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Avening Parish Council Meeting
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 15 March 2018 7.30 pm
PRESENT:
Cllr D Bendall, Cllr D Conway, Cllr C Forster, Cllr S Hirst (County Councillor), Cllr C Howell, 
Cllr R Morgan (District Councillor), Cllr G Parsons, Cllr A Slater, Cllr M Williamson, 

Cllr E Worsdell
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:  Mr J Collinson (Projects Manager), Mrs S Bryant (Clerk) 
30/18
VISITORS: 
A considerable number of visitors attended to discuss the Planning Application for the Avening Playing Field.
31/18
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

Ref. No: 18/00394/FUL Levelling of land and construction of recreational facilities - Playing Field Rectory Lane Avening Gloucestershire

Cllr Slater displayed the proposed plan for the playing field and explained the proposals to improve the current tracks and paths and to create a fenced multi-use games area, provision for a running track, pump track for bikes, hard standing for a small number of cars and potentially changing rooms and toilets. The works would be completed in a number of stages and would all be dependent on successful funding applications. 
The main field will remain open and largely unchanged, other than being flatter, and with better drainage to make it more useable for up to 8-a-side football matches.
It was also proposed to appoint a part time Grounds Person or contractor to manage the site and to be responsible for locking the parking area and changing facilities. 

Visitors to the meeting raised a number of strong concerns relating to;
· Perceived lack of consultation on the proposals

· Car parking

· Potential increased traffic caused by visiting teams
· Difficult access through Rectory Lane

· Lack of space for unstructured play

· Additional noise

· Maintenance of the site

· Lighting

· Dogs mess
· Vandalism

· Fencing of play equipment area
Cllr Slater replied that consultation had begun at the 2016 AGM, there was a full display at the 2017 AGM with residents being asked to comment, a mock up plan for the site has been on the Parish Council website for over a year, there have been 8 articles in the Villager during the last year, discussions have been held with the school, local sports coaches and cycling groups and there had been several Facebook posts since August 2016.
The comments regarding the potential increase in traffic, access and objections to creating car parking were noted.

Cllr Slater felt that there would still be considerable space for unstructured play, and agreed that there may be some additional noise in the summer months. Provision would be in place for the site to be maintained, and that the only proposed lighting would only when organised events were taking place.
It was not proposed to ban dogs from the site, but all agreed that there were still a number of dog owners that were not picking up after their dogs. 
Councillors agreed to consider fencing the children’s play equipment area
Two Proposals were made by Councillors;
1. To withdraw the Planning Application.
2. To let the current Planning Application process continue.

Proposal 2 was agreed so that Councillors could consider any comments or concerns raised by Cotswold District Council, but it was also agreed that no works would be carried out until the plans had been amended to take into account comments already made and further consultation with residents had taken place.  

It was agreed to then display the amended plans at the AGM on Sunday 13 May 2018 and also to publish in the May or June 2018 edition of the Villager Magazine.

32/18
POLICE MONTHLY CRIME AND ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR REPORT

There was 1 crime reported in Avening during February 2018. 
33/18
APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE

Cllr C Mitchell (Fund raising event)
34/18
CODE OF CONDUCT


34.1.18 Declarations of Interest in Items on the Agenda


Cllr Slater in relation to Item 10.
34.2.18 Updates to Members Register of Interests

None
35/18
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 15 FEBRUARY 2018
There were no matters arising.
36/18
MINUTES AND ACTION LOG
MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 15 FEBRUARY 2018 AND ACTION LOG
The minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record and duly signed by the Chair. 
37/18
COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORTS
District Cllr Morgan reported on the following positive statistics;

· Council Tax had been frozen for the 3rd year and was consequently the 23rd lowest in the country
· Free parking hours have been extended
· There was to be investment in electric car charging points
· Funding was available for youth facilities
· Recycling in Gloucestershire was the 13th highest in the country, and one of a few districts where it was still increasing
· The CDC Planning Team was now fully staffed
· Fly tipping was being cleared very quickly when reported
Cllr Hirst circulated his report which outlined budget figures for 2018/19. He also confirmed that Tarmac had been awarded the contract for road resurfacing and that the contract to repair potholes would be awarded shortly.
38/18
COMMUNITY ISSUES AND PROJECTS
38/18.1
Project Managers Report / Memorial Hall
The circulated report was noted.

The purchase of a table for the Jim Parsons Reading Room was approved but it was felt that the table needed to be at least 1.5m wide.
The Memorial Hall floor was scheduled to be repaired during the 2018 Easter holiday.
38/18.2 Playing Field

Discussed under Item 2.
38/18.3 Small Projects

No items discussed.
Community Issues

38/18.4 Traffic and Highways


There have been no updates to report.
39/18
FINANCE

39/18.1 Finance Report up to 28 February 2018
The finance report was circulated and noted.
39/18.2 Approve Bills for Payment

Schedule was circulated and payments were approved.
Two additional bills for surveying activities were approved;
· Seymours £117.00

· Seymours £3617.52 to be paid in the next financial year.

40/18
PLANNING AND TREE WORKS

40/18.1 New Applications
Ref. No: 18/00394/FUL Levelling of land and construction of recreational facilities - Playing Field Rectory Lane Avening Gloucestershire

Discussed under Item 2.

Ref. 18/00327/FUL Full Application for Construction of a 40m x 25m sand school, and demolition of existing kennels building and part of a modern existing barn. at Longmans Barn Farm Avening Tetbury Gloucestershire GL8 8NH

No Objections raised

40/18.2 Applications Responded to Since Last Meeting
None
40/18.3 Decision Notices

Ref. No: 17/02048/FUL and 17/02049LBC Alterations to windows and doors and existing driveway/landscaping (part retrospective) - Brook House Hampton Hill Avening Tetbury Gloucestershire GL8 8NS
Status: Applications Withdrawn 

Ref. No: 17/02786/FUL Proposed change of use, to include camping and educational courses - Land Parcel at Ruggers Green Wood and Oldfield Wood West End Avening Gloucestershire
Status: Application Refused 
40/18.4 Planning Correspondence


None
40/18.5 Tree Works
Ref. 18/00862 T1 Yew – Fell – Bannut Tree New Inn Lane, Avening Tetbury, Gloucestershire GL8 8ND
40/18.6 Any other New Applications since publication of this agenda

None
41/18
CORRESPONDENCE
i. Additional Dog Waste Bin

An additional dog waste bin had been requested for Minchinhampton Road, opposite Cherington / Nags Head Road. This was approved.
ACTION: Clerk to order bin.

ii. Overgrown Hedges 
The Clerk reported that she had received an e-mail regarding overgrown ivy from Old Quarries and overgrown hedges from the Playing Field and also suggesting that inmates from Leyhill prison could help with clearing areas.
ACTION: Clerk to add to Highways Log
iii. The following questions were asked by a resident:

Are the Council aware of the building that is being erected in the High Street? There does not appear to be planning permission.
Councillors agreed to ask the Planning Enforcement Officer to visit the site.

Are the Council aware of the future of the Old Quarries (Sale Agreed). It's an extensive site that could have a significant impact up on the village.
Councillors have no knowledge of proposals at present.

Are there any plans for an Open Gardens this year? The last one was in May 2015. Many villagers enjoy the opportunity to visit Avening Court in particular.
Not aware of any plans at present – suggested contact with the previous organiser.

Who is the lead organiser for Pig Face Day? I've written an article for The Villager, and I'd like to offer some suggestions.
The lead organiser is Click Mitchell.
The Children's Play Area on the recreation ground should be fenced as a matter of priority.
Councillors will consider this suggestion.

Could the 2017 Statement of Account be placed on the website? It would be helpful to see where money is being spent when considering major projects.
This is now available on the Parish Council Website

Fabric of the village. Many of the walls in and around the village are in a parlous state, some being dangerous. A concerted effort should be made to improve the situation.  

It was reported that Gloucestershire Highways are aware of the wall on the High Street but generally walls are the responsibility of the landowner.
42/18 
COUNCILLORS

No items reported.
43/18
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 19 April 2018 7.30pm in the Memorial Hall.  All are welcome.
The meeting closed at 10.00 pm
Minutes of Avening Parish Council Meeting Thursday 15 March 2018
Minutes of Avening Parish Council Meeting Thursday 15 March 2018

