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Avening Parish Council Meeting
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 15 February 2018 7.30 pm
PRESENT:
Cllr D Bendall, Cllr D Conway, Cllr S Hirst (County Councillor), Cllr C Howell, Cllr C Mitchell, Cllr R Morgan (District Councillor), Cllr G Parsons, Cllr A Slater, Cllr E Worsdell
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:  Mr J Collinson (Projects Manager), Mrs S Bryant (Clerk) 
16/18
VISITORS: 

Gerald South
17/18
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

Gerald reported that the Avening Website had not been accessible for the last few weeks. Cllr Slater replied that a connection had been lost and that work was underway in trying to resolve the issue.
Gerald also reported that the church would be happy to support the planned Pig Face day and the WWI centenary event.

18/18
POLICE MONTHLY CRIME AND ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR REPORT

There were no crimes reported in Avening during January 2018. 
It was reported that there had been a case of 3 stones being left on the window ledge of a property which was thought may be linked to criminal behaviour i.e. to indicate a property was unoccupied. 

19/18
APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE

Cllr M Williamson (Holiday), Cllr C Forster (Holiday)
20/18
CODE OF CONDUCT


5.1.18 Declarations of Interest in Items on the Agenda


None

5.2.18 Updates to Members Register of Interests

None
21/18
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 21 DECEMBER 2017
Cllr Slater reported that the Grit Bins had now been re-filled, a new sign had been ordered for Powis Lane to try to deter large vehicles from accessing the route and the incorrectly sited new sign on Point Road was scheduled to be moved to the correct position.
22/18
MINUTES AND ACTION LOG
MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 18 JANUARY 2018 AND ACTION LOG
The minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record and duly signed by the Chair.
Cllr Bendall agreed to seek quotes for re-printing the map boards, and to chase progress on the Jim Parsons Reading Room sign.


ACTION Cllr Bendall

Cllr Mitchell confirmed that the dog gates on the stile around the field at the top of Woodstock Lane will be unblocked. 
23/18
COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Cllr Hirst reported that Gloucestershire County Council’s Budget for 2018-19 saw a number of increases in funding and no significant cuts. Budgets that were due to increase included Social Care and Highways.
The new Highways Maintenance contract was due to be awarded in the Autumn. Amey, the current contractor, had chosen not to tender for the contract so consequently many of Amey staff have been re-employed by the Council.
Cllr Slater asked how Avening could apply for grant funding to assist with the playing field development. 

Cllr Hirst agreed to provide guidance on this.

ACTION: Cllr Hirst to forward guidance to Cllr Slater.

24/18
COMMUNITY ISSUES AND PROJECTS
24/18.1
Project Managers Report / Memorial Hall
The circulated report was noted.

John Collinson added that the purchase of the screen for the Jim Parsons Reading Room would be delayed until the new financial year.
He also reported that hours for cleaning the hall had been increased from 4 to 7 hours per week.

John stated that he would be looking for someone to repair a hole in the Memorial Hall floor.

Cllr Mitchell agreed to contact John with suggestions.

ACTION: Cllr Mitchell

In reply to a question about timescales for repairing the water pumps, John replied that works were scheduled for the summer so that the cast iron would be less likely to crack.

24/18.2 Playing Field

John reported that the planning application had been submitted to CDC and that the Case Officer, Claire Baker, has been requested to advise if additional supplementary reports were required prior to the formal validation process. Claire could not give accurate timescales on how long the process may take due to current backlogs. Concerns were raised that the planning process may take many months, when Councillors were keen for works to begin as soon as possible. Cllr Morgan agreed to represent Avening and would try to help in moving things forward.
Councillors felt that the figure quoted by Seymour’s for carrying out research work into potential funding sources was unacceptable, and agreed that alternative arrangements could be made or the Council could submit the funding applications.  John to obtain the list of potential funding sources from Seymours.
24/18.3 Small Projects – Village Events

Village AGM / Party Sunday 13 May 2018

It was agreed to follow a similar format to last years event and perhaps also include a ‘Bake Off’
Cllr Mitchell agreed to book the inflatables

ACTION Cllr Mitchell

Invitation to participate to be sent to village groups 

ACTION Clerk / Chair

Cllr Howell agreed to co-ordinate the proposed ‘Bake Off’ and to prepare an article for the Villager.

ACTION Cllr Howell

Nominations for the Pride of Avening award categories would be invited. Cllr Mitchell made one nomination for the adult category.

Pig Face Day Saturday 15 September 2018

Cllr Bendall suggested a medieval theme, sourcing costumes and decorating the Memoral Hall. 

WW1 Centenary Event Saturday 10 November 2018

As part of the event the plan is to project images and a film onto the church wall at dusk.  The Avening Angels will organise a show to follow on in the evening.
24/18.4 History Project

Cllr Mitchell reported that around 1500 photographs of the Stroud valleys had been sourced, many of which featured Avening. It was hoped that all of these photos could be compiled and stored in one place and that many of them could be displayed on a loop at the Village AGM.
Community Issues

24/18.5 Traffic and Highways


The updated log was noted.
Cllr Slater reported that the blocked soakaway at Gatcombe Water (APC11) has been an issue for many months and asked Cllr Hirst if he could chase any progress on this. 

ACTION Cllr Hirst

It was reported that another deep pothole had appeared at Chavanage Crossroads. It was agreed to add this to the Highways Issues Log.

25/18
FINANCE

25/18.1 Finance Report up to 31 January 2018
The finance report was circulated and noted.
25/18.2 Approve Bills for Payment

Schedule was circulated and payments were approved.
25/18.3 Grant Application
Grant Applications from The Villager for £1000 and from Avening Churchyard for £1250 were discussed and approved.
26/18
PLANNING AND TREE WORKS

26/18.1 New Applications
26/18.2 Applications Responded to Since Last Meeting
None
26/18.3 Decision Notices

Ref. No: 17/04280/FUL Construction of a 30 metre x 60 metre riding arena - Longmans Barn Farm Avening Tetbury Gloucestershire GL8 8NH

Status: Application Withdrawn

Ref. No: 17/04888/FUL Erection of first floor side extension - The Maltings 2 Woodstock Lane Avening Tetbury Gloucestershire GL8 8NG
Status: Application Permitted

Ref. No: 17/00216/FUL Erection of a detached live/work unit together with off-road parking and other ancillary development (alternative to previously approved scheme) - 11A High Street Avening Tetbury Gloucestershire GL8 8LU


Status: Application Permitted
Cllr Morgan reported that the proposed development at Ruggers Green Woods (17/02786/FUL) was due to be refused. He reported that initially he had been in favour of the proposal but has now been advised that the site is designated ancient woodland for which clear guidance is in place regarding its protection. Increased footfall could damage the ecology of the site and there was also insufficient access for emergency vehicles.

Having been made aware of these facts Councillors agreed with the decision, 
26/18.4 Planning Correspondence


None
26/18.5 Tree Works
26/18.6 Any other New Applications since publication of this agenda

None
27/18
CORRESPONDENCE
i. Register of Electors
The Clerk asked if a copy of the register was required. Cllr Slater asked for an electronic copy.

ii. Additional Dog Waste Bin

The Clerk reported that she had received a suggestion from a resident that an additional dog waste bin be provided at the top of Greenway Head. Councillors felt that this was not necessary as there was already a bin at the bottom of this road.

iii. Flower Troughs

Tetbury Town Council were offering pre-used flower troughs to parishes.

Councillors declined the offer.

iv. Lawrence Road

An e-mail and separate phone call has been received from residents of Lawrence Road regarding the ongoing traffic and parking issues.
Cllr Slater explained the issues to Cllr Hirst and they agreed a site visit on Friday 23 February 2018.

v. Cotswold District Council Litter Pick Competition

The Clerk reported that community groups were being asked to carry out a litter pick and to provide details to CDC to be entered into a competition.

It was suggested that the Clerk contact the school to enquire if they were interested in organising a litter pick, and entering the competition.

ACTION: Clerk

vi. Planning Enforcement Training

Councillors were invited to attend training on the planning enforcement function of Cotswold District Council (no dates were given).

Cllr Bendall, Cllr Conway and Cllr Parsons stated that they would like to attend.

28/18 
COUNCILLORS

No items reported.
29/18
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 15 March 2018 7.30pm in the Memorial Hall.  All are welcome.
The meeting closed at 9.25 pm
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