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OPEN

Mon - Thur: 11am - 11pm
Fri - Sat: 11am - 11.30pm
Sunday: 12pm - 11pm

LUNCH
Mon - Sat: 12pm - 2.30pm
Sunday: 12pm - 5pm

WORKERS’ POT
Mon - Fri: 5pm - 6.30pm

DINNER
Mon - Sat: 6.30pm - 9.30pm

DOG
tRIENDLYy/

THE ROYAL OAK TETBURY

Walkers, cyclists, explorers - welcome to The Royal Oak in
Tetbury, an 18th century inn with a classic saloon bar, courtyard,
gardens and stylish lodgings. Upcycled furnishings, cosy
booths, a deco piano and a dining room in the rafters offer
dining as well as private dining for gatherings and celebrations.

Cask Marque excellence is awarded for the great selection of
guest ales including Stroud brewery. The seasonal menus
showcase organic meat from local farms, sustainably sourced
fish specials and with monthly Meat Free Monday events and a
standalone vegan menu the choice is excellent for all.

With six lovely en suite rooms including the sensational Oak
Lodge, and three dog-friendly rooms, The Royal Oak is a fun and
relaxed getaway from which to browse the chic boutiques of
Tetbury or explore the beautiful Cotswolds.

1 CIRENCESTER RD. TETBURY GL8 8EY
01666 500021 | THEROYALOAKTETBURY.CO.UK



March 2020

February has been a memorable month in so many ways. The weather has been
challenging for many and in some areas of the UK, disastrous. No doubt we have
all watched aghast as we heard, saw and read about the widespread flooding,
which has wrecked people's homes and businesses. Happily, there have been
some inspiring stories of courage and generosity by many towards others, helping
them in their hour of need. Equally the news on the coronavirus has been
sobering. We know that everyone’s thoughts are very much with those who have
been, or are still, affected, and their families.

We hope that reading the Villager with its news of events coming up may raise
your spirits. Tony Slater’s article in this edition contains really positive news about
our Primary School. It is wonderful that its achievements and happy spirit have
earned such recognition. Many congratulations to all concerned.

Finally, can we ask that you put your thinking caps on to help us attract further
advertisements to be included in the Villager. The rates are very modest and the
circulation sizeable, since it is distributed free to every house in our villages. It is
essential that we are able to continue to provide it free to everyone, but it runs on
a shoe string financially, so every extra penny we can earn really matters. We
need your help. Thank you.

The Villager Editors

The Villager Magazine

Editors editors@acvillager.co.uk
Jane Archer (07812 137161), Frances Conway (01453 832177) and
Derrick Pierce (01453 835090).

Advertising editors@acvillager.co.uk, Gwyneth Simpson 01453 836556
Deliveries Cas Boddam-Whetham 01453 834834
Deadline 18th of each month

Photographs in The Villager Magazine

Our cover photo this month is of Rev Gerald wearing the rather splendid and
totally unique robes designed specifically for Cherington church (see page 14).

If you have a photo of Avening or Cherington which you would like to share
with us, please feel free to send it to us. You never know, it might turn up on
the front cover...!

editors@acvillager.co.uk
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Eriends C

M Fridayh13th March

Avening Memorial Hall‘il 3 ¢ ?

Bar open 7pm / Quiz Start 7.30pm

Live Music during Half Time Interval
After Quiz DJ so dust off those dancing shoes!!!
Charcuterie platter, Cheese board or Pizza available to pre-order - £5 each

Grab your friends, family & colleagues in teams of 6 (max),
or just come along and we will make a team on the night!

For tickets and food order email FOASavening@gmail.com

Please join the fun at our next fundraiser!

What: Avening Playgroup Easter Egg Hunt
When: 28th March 2020, from 10am

Where: Avening Memorial Hall and the beautiful
garden outside the school

Family Easter Egg Hunt!

Refreshments, Children’s Toy an ing Stall,
Books, Face Painting...

Everybody welcome! o o

e, - diafe.
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Regular Activities in the Villages

Please let us know if we have forgotten any regular event or if there is

something you would like to have included here.

Event Day Time Where Contact
. . 7.30 - . Social Club
Line Dancing Monday 9.30pm Social Club 01453 833760
. . 10.30am — | Social club car | J. Clutterbuck
Mobile Post Office Tuesday 12 15 park 01453 542754
. 9.00 - . Jenny South
Community Cafe Tuesday 11.30am Social Club 01453 883456
. 6.00 - Holy Cross Rev. Gerald
Churchyard tidy up Tuesday 7.00pm | churchyard | 01453 883456
Cherington PC Tuesday 6.00pm Village Hall Richard Smith
Bell Ringin Tuesda 7.30 - Church Bell Andrew
ging Y 9.00pm Tower 01453 835783
. . 8.00 - . Social Club
Line Dancing Tuesday 10.00pm Social Club 01453 833760
Avening Youth Every Tuesday in 6.00 - Memorial Hall Rev. Gerald
Club term time 7.30pm 01453 883456
Over 60s Lunch 1st Wednesday . Christine
Club each month 12.30pm | SocialClub |1 13 833746
Avening Cinema 1st Thursday each . Katy
Club month 7:30pm | Memorial Hall| - ;00 614753
. 2nd Thursday each . Liz
Avening W.I. month 7.30pm | Memorial Hall 01453 833803
. 3rd Thursday each . Caroline
Avening PC month 7.30pm | Memorial Hall 01285 380041
: . . Derrick Ind
Summer Skittles Friday 8.00pm Social club 01453 835752
Charity Quiz Lst Saturday each 8.00pm The Bell
month
Avening Angels Sunday 4.00pm Various Derrick Pierce

Choir

01453 835090
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Contacts for the Villages

Avening and Cherington Priest Revd. Gerald South 01453 883456
Avening & Cherington Churches Reader | Derrick Pierce 01453 835090
Avening & Cherington Cricket Club Derrick Ind 01453 835752
Avening Angels Derrick Pierce 01453 835090
Avening Art Group Doreen Pierce 01453 835090
Avening Baby & Toddler group Katy Upton 07806 614753
Avening Bell Tower Captain Andrew Lelliott 01453 835783
g o choarirs | SR Bnen | 0 3501
Avening Church Flower Team Doreen Pierce 01453 835090
Avening Church Organist Colin Chambers 01666 880026
Avening Church PCC Treasurer Ann Brick 01453 834311
Avening Cinema Club Katy Upton 07806 614753
Avening History Project Jean Chatelain 01453 834713
Avening Memorial Hall 07583 073604
Avening Oil Coordinator Frances Lindley 01453 835115
Avening Parish Council Clerk Shani Baker 07415 039234
Avening Playgroup Angie Heslop 01453 832695
Avening Primary School Jane Rushton 01453 833191
Avening Silver Band Jim Hill 01453 834438
Avening Social Club Derrick Ind 01453 835752
et S s | i st




Cherington Village Hall

Camilla Trotter

07545 054160

Cherington Parish Council Clerk

Richard Smith

Cheringtonparishcouncil
@yahoo.co.uk

Cherington Church John Bate-Williams 01666 503544
Churchwardens Helen di Mauro 07796 937268
Cherington Church Flower Team | Elizabeth Workman 01285 841294
Cherington Church Organist Elizabeth Workman 01285 841294
Cherington Church PCC Elizabeth Workman 01285 841294

Secretary

Cherington Church PCC
Treasurer

Paul Cable

cabes50@yahoo.co.uk

Community Café

Jennie South

01453 883456

Community Café Crop Swap

Chandy Rodgers

Chandra.rodgers65@
gmail.com 07734 971211

Cotswold District Councillor

Richard Morgan

Friends of Avening School Nicky Dill 01453 833191
Over 60s Lunch Club Christine Howell 01453 833246
Stroud Hospital Reception 0300 421 8080
Tetbury Hospital 01666 502336
Women's Institute Liz Knowles 01453 833803

VILLAGE & AREA WEB SITES

Avening Parish Council: www. avening-pc.gov

Avening Church: www.aveningchurch.info

Cherington Parish Council: cheringtonpc.org.uk.

Cherington Village: www.cheringtonvillage.co.uk

Cotswold District Council: www.cotswold.gov.uk

7




Letter From Avening Parish
Council Leader

Since | have been a councillor and Chairman quite a lot has changed in

Avening — but then again over time a lot hasn’t. Gerald shared a Gloucestershire
Life feature from 1974 sent to him by Jim Hill, and it was amusing to read that
there were concerns over inappropriate housing developments waved through by
faceless developers; ‘outsiders’ coming into the village; and of course petty
vandalism! Sound familiar? It’s well worth a read, and I've posted it on the
‘history’ pages on the website.

Another enduring problem is dog fouling - other than potholes this is the thing
that | get most complaints about and has reached almost epidemic proportions at
the playing field and church yard, so this month we are launching an awareness
campaign to highlight the issue (again) and the dangers it poses to health and
potentially your wallet! Later in the magazine you will see an information sheet
provided by Cotswold DC, and around the village there are new posters and
stickers which will hopefully remind dog owners of their responsibilities. If not, a
fixed penalty notice for £100 (which can increase to £1,000), may be sent — the
first of these has already been issued. It's up to us all to (politely) engage
offenders, but if you are not comfortable doing so, note the description of the dog
and owner and report it via the CDC website — just search for ‘dog fouling’.

On the same theme, when we undertook the playing field consultation it was very
clear that you wanted the play area to be fenced off for safety, and as a no-dogs
zone. It is disappointing that people are still taking dogs into this area, and more-
so that they become aggressive when challenged — additional signs will be in
place to reinforce the exclusion, but just to be absolutely clear, this is NOT an area
to take dogs!

A tree has been felled in the wooded area in the playing field — this is a
conservation area and property of the PC, so should not have been done without
permission and planning permission. The site has been left in a potentially
dangerous state, and wood has been removed - we will report this as a crime.

We are extremely proud of our little school — due to many years of hard work and
dedication by Jane Rushton and her team (and of course the pupils), Avening
Primary School has been recognised by the Rt. Hon. Nick Gibb who is the minister
of State for School Standards, as being in the top 1% of primary schools in the
COUNTRY for Key Stage 2 reading and maths! They are also the 3" pest primary
school overall in Gloucestershire. Well done to everyone for achieving these very
high standards.

Grant requests — If your organisation wishes to apply for a Parish Council grant in
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the year from April 2020, please ensure they are with the clerk before 8™ April.
With significant demand on our limited funds (and because we have not
increased the precept above the rate of inflation), we cannot guarantee to meet
your entire request. We have also been let down by CDC in our own grant
request to fund the Christmas event, despite it previously being agreed in
principle — Cllr Morgan has registered a robust challenge, but if unsuccessful it
will have a knock-on impact on this year’s events.

My family has a long association with Cherington Church; my mum was
christened and married there, | was married to Mandy there and our children
were christened there. More recently our youngest, Emma had a wedding
blessing in September, and this week Shelley’s son (our first grandchild) was
christened. Gerald was sporting the magnificent green vestment which also has
a family connection, as described later in the magazine. The service was lovely,
and engaged everyone whether they were regular church goers or not (Gerald
does this so well), and Ethan behaved impeccably right through the day. Wendy
Eldridge presented Ethan with his candle which was very special - Wendy was a
good friend and neighbour of my mum for many years, and it was almost a
symbolic passing of the Cherington baton to the next generation. We wish
Wendy all the best as she moves to ‘the big city’.

Tony Slater chair@avening-pc.gov.uk
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A 24 hour emergency care
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Avening and Cherington
Churches

To Have or to Be?

From Ash Wednesday until Easter Eve (Saturday 11" April this year) but omitting
Sundays, we recall the time that Jesus spent in the wilderness preparing himself
for his demanding future. No coincidence that this is 40 days as this is a significant
period in biblical terms: Moses spent 40 days on Mount Sinai with God (Exodus
24:18); Elijah spent 40 days and nights walking to Mount Horeb (1 Kings 19:8); 40
days and nights of rain in the great flood of Noah (Genesis 7:4); the Hebrew
people wandered 40 years in the desert while travelling to the Promised Land
(Numbers 14:33).

Jesus retreated into the wilderness, where he fasted for 40 days, and was tempted
by the devil (Matthew 4:1-2, Mark 1:12-13, Luke 4:1-2). It has since been the
Christian tradition to mark this by some self-imposed austerity, for example giving
up things, chocolate or alcohol being common, but there are many other ways to
use this season.

In 1976 Erich Fromm, a psychoanalyst, wrote a book entitled ‘To Have or to Be’. He
made the point that sometimes our possessions ‘own us’ rather than ‘us owning
them’: our apparent dependence on ‘things’ can hamper us from being the people
we really are or want to be. Lent is a very suitable time to ask whether this applies
to us.

Another approach to Lent is to read — possibly something that we might not read
during the rest of the year. There is no shortage of choice; for example, a look at
www.chbookshop.hymnsam.co.uk provides a section for Lent reading. Here is a
small selection:

The Heart Of It All - The Bible's Big Picture by Sam Wells. The Bible can be daunting
in size and scope, a collection of 66 books spanning thousands of years,. Samuel
Wells simplifies the Bible's complexity and presents it in a way that will deepen
understanding and increase confidence in reading it. Paperback / softback. £9.99

Saying Yes to Life by Ruth Valerio. This is the Archbishop’s chosen book for this
Lent and is perfect for individuals to think, reflect, pray and be challenged.
Paperback / softback. £9.99

Sour-Sweet Days. George Herbert's Poems Through Lent by Mark Oakley. A
reading a day for Lent, exploring themes in 40 of George Herbert's poems.
Paperback / softback. £9.99

Luminaries: Twenty Lives that Illuminate the Christian Way by Rowan Williams.
Rowan Williams invites you to reflect on the lives and legacies of twenty great
Christians - saints, martyrs, poets, theologians and social reformers - all of whom
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continue to illuminate our spiritual landscape, pointing us towards new
horizons and fresh pathways to follow. Hardback £12.99

Some Lent Evenings

There will be some evening gatherings in Avenng and Cherington where we will
look at some poetry suited to the Lent period. If you may be interested in this
please contact me for further details.

Mothering Sunday, 22" March.

Do join us, at Avening (11am) or Cherington (9.30am), for this rather special
day of the year. The services will be suited to all ages and will be a celebration
of parents and families.

From the Church Registers
31* January: Funeral of Riley Vincent (Avening)
16" February: Baptism of Ethan Cochrane (Cherington)

Gerald South, Parish Priest for Avening and Cherington
01453 883456 gp.south@btopenworld.com

Holy Cross Avening St Nicholas Cherington

March

1% 11.00 am Eucharist 9.30 am Eucharist

3" 9.45 am Prayers

5t 11.00 am Praying the Parishes*

gth 8.00 am Said .Eucharist 9.30 am Eucharist

5.30 pm Evening Prayer

10" 9.45 am Prayers

15" 11.00 am Eucharist 9.30 am Eucharist

2dz 11.008'::‘ ?\Arr;f;::;ra]gﬁay** 9.30 am Mothering Day**

24" 9.45 am Eucharist (BCP)

29" 11.00 am Eucharist 9.30 am Eucharist

31° 9.45 am Prayers
April

5t 11.00 am Palm Sunday Eucharist 9.30 am Palm Sunday Eucharist

7" 9.45 am Prayers

9t 7.00 pm Maundy Thursday Eucharist (Avening)

10" 2.00 pm Good Friday Tenebrae Service (Avening)

12" | 11.00 am Easter Sunday Eucharist 9.30 am Easter Sunday Eucharist

*venue to be announced
** These Mothering Day services are suited to all ages and will last about 40 minutes.
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Riley Vincent
1923—2020

A Life of Riley: A celebration of a long life well lived.

| want to start with a quote from
| Riley. “I have no regrets; would |
. change anything? NO!”

For the people of Avening and
#4 beyond, Riley has been a walking
£ library containing volumes of
books created during his long and
1 fulfilled life. He recalled the
histories of Avening, its people
| and war time events in a way as
» only someone who was actually
there could.

s If we could step into this library
what would we find?

{ The first volume must be the
' boyhood years.

& Riley was born on the 25™ April
1923 in High Street, Avening in a
house long demolished to improve
traffic flow! Riley grew up in a very different Avening to that of today.

Starting school at 3 %2 he proved to be an able pupil. Making a special friendship
with one Percy Hill they had adventures. Stories abound of them collecting
firewood; making treehouses; removing apples from trees [scrumping]; frightening
the local policeman, one dark night, by lowering a ghostly sheet from a tree along
the Nailsworth road and beating a hasty retreat. What a childhood!

Passing the entrance exam for Tetbury Grammar school he continued his studies,
passing his school certificate. Not all his time was wasted on education,
fortunately; this is where he met Joyce, life-long friend, fiancée and wife for 72
years.

Our tour of the library continues with the book of the Royal Air Force. Were he
able to select one book to take with him on his journey it would be this one.
[Squadron Leader Mike Stocks, formally representing the RAF, elaborated on this
part of Riley’s life., and this will be published in April’s villager].

Remember the woman! Riley and Joyce communicated by letter throughout the
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war, marrying in 1946 in Cherrington Church and moving to begin married life in
Avening shortly afterwards. In 1948 | was born.

Once the war had finished, Riley was posted to a number of air force stations in
Germany, Waterbeach and Abingdon. Posted to Aston Down he completed his
time in the RAF. He continued working as a civilian there until 1959.

His stories relating to his time in the RAF are legendary- a plane delivering a cow’s
skull to Liverpool and the tale of the lost racing pigeon are among many stories
(see Febuary 2019 Villager for that story!).

Dad felt things deeply. Whilst he returned from his war, Percy, his dear friend, lost
his life on a convoy ship, delivering essential fuel supplies- Dad never forgot Percy
and often spoke about their adventures together.

The next volume is the book of Riley the engineer.

With his skills as an engineer in great demand, in 1959 he joined the engineering
firm of TH &J Daniels as an inspector of products and parts. He was promoted to
chief inspector and continued working with the firm until his retirement.

What is less known that in his spare time he became a racing motorcycle mechanic
for one Roger Lee. Weekends were spent with my father and the team at
Silverstone, Thruxton, Castle Coombe, where | developed my lifelong love of
motorcycles. As a car mechanic there wasn’t a job that he couldn’t do.

Our journey through the library takes us to the Volume or should | say volumes of
hobbies. Riley, Steam engine enthusiast, fair-ground organ expert, wood turner,
keeper of tropical fish, glass engraver, gardener, an enthusiast of the digital age,
expert on the natural world, local historian and poet.

Our final volume must be that of a family man. As a husband, father, grandfather
and great grandfather he accompanied us all throughout our life journeys,
laughing with us, crying with us and being there. What a privilege!

We all have our personal memories, such as Firework Nights which matched
Gandalf’s fireworks in the film The Hobbit - outdated thunder flashes and flares
featured; Toffee apples at events on Aston Down Airfield; the smell of doughnuts
and aviation fuel watching planes at Heathrow.

Your experiences live on in your own library and among the pages will be the
memories of meeting and listening to Riley.

The people of Mali have a saying: when an old man dies a library burns down. On
the 11™ of January 2020 indeed Avening lost a great library.

Paul Vincent.

(Dedicated to close neighbours and the wider Avening Community.)
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The Green Vestments of St Nicholas, Cherington

When my father, Richard (Dick) Slater died in 1989, the then rector of Cherington
was enquiring whether anyone would like to donate a new set of green vestments.
Green is the liturgical colour for ‘ordinary time’ when the Church is not celebrating
the great Christian festivals and, inevitably, since it is worn most often, the green
vestments deteriorate fastest. | agreed to donate a new green set in memory of
my father and was left to my own devices to find an appropriate designer and
maker. | cannot remember how | contacted Juliet Hemingray but | suspect she was
already in the news and getting known for making colourful ecclesiastical textiles
with solid Biblical themes, after starting her business in 1980. She really came to
fame for making Archbishop George Carey’s enthronement robes in 1991. She has
continued to make robes for succeeding archbishops, as well as for hundreds of
clergy and churches all over the country.

| fell in love with her designs and the quality of her fabrics straight away and her
prices were reasonable. Though she did not come to Cherington, she asked me to
supply her with photographs of the village and the church, and information on life
in the parish. She used these to draw up the design for my approval. The design of
the chasuble is all to the front since, by
1989, most churches celebrated the
Eucharist with the celebrant facing the
congregation. The back of the chasuble is
plain green but the texture of the fabric
provides variations in light and movement.
The themes of the chasuble are continued
on the lower portions of the stole, which
is an equally memorable piece of
design. Cherington is represented by the
waters of the lake; the mixed farming of
arable and sheep; the wild hedge parsley
that line the lanes in May; Cotswold stone
walls and, on the stole, stone cottages,
representing the village itself. The main
Christian symbols are the rippling waters
(of Baptism) and the sheep, since Jesus,
the Good Shepherd; Jesus, the Lamb of
God; shepherds abiding in the fields in
Luke’s Christmas story; the parable of ‘the
lost sheep’ and other stories loom large in
the Gospels. One can also see the
bulrushes (in Cherington Lake), which
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feature on both the chasuble and stole, as reference to the story of Moses being
found in the bulrushes. All this is supplemented by other wild flowers (I love the
wild flowers of the Cotswolds) such as purple loosestrife (which grows round the
lake) and poppies from the field edges.

| have to say | was bowled over when the finished articles arrived at my home in
Birmingham and could not help but show them to parishioners where | was
churchwarden at the time, before bringing them down to the Cotswolds a few
weeks later.

Cherington is very lucky to possess such beautiful vestments, made early in the
career of Juliet Hemingray, who is now recognised as probably the finest
ecclesiastical textile designer of the past half century. People of Cherington, look
after them and cherish them.

Canon Dr Terry R Slater
(Hon Lay Canon Emeritus, Birmingham Cathedral)

SAVE THE DATE!
CHERINGTON SHOW
Sunday 19 July 2020

Don’t forget to put this year’s
Cherington Show in your diaries.

of

This hugely popular local event has a ’; e 5%
mix of traditional competitions and
attractions. These include
horticultural, cookery and many other competitions, lots of
activities for children including games and a ‘find the teddy’
competition, a wide range of stalls from clothes, local produce
and books, to cakes and ice cream, a tea tent, music and morris
dancers, not forgetting the ever popular dog show!

There will once again be a display from the Cherington Forge
following their success last year, and some
newcomers joining the animals on the village green.
Do come along with your friends and family to join
the fun.
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A Brief History of Lawn Bowls and the Link to the
Stroud Area

Bowls is a popular British pastime with a long and colourful history. From
humble beginnings, it survived a royal ban to become a sport played in over 50
countries around the world. Historians have traced the sport of bowls all the
way back to the 13" century. Several manuscripts of the period were found to
include drawings of people playing bowls, or at least a rudimentary version of it.

The world’s oldest surviving bowling green is the Southampton Old Bowling
Green, which was first played on in 1299. Bowling alleys had first been
established in London in 1455 and were regular spots for the dissolute and
criminals.

Both the British Royal Family and Parliament became concerned that the
growing popularity of bowls would stop people practising archery, which was an
important skill for battle. It was forbidden in the reigns of Edward lIll, Richard Il
and other monarchs. The prohibition even continued after the invention of
gunpowder and firearms. King Henry VIII was a lawn bowler but he also banned
the game in 1511 for labourers, servants and people of a similar social standing,
although they could still play on Christmas Day. The word ‘bowls’ was actually
used for the first time in this statute. The ban was lifted following his death in
1547.

The invention of the lawn mower by Edwin Budding of Thrupp, near Stroud, in
1830 is strongly believed to have sparked the creation of bowling greens, even
though the mower was originally invented for the cutting of the ‘nap’ on the
woollen cloth, (as can be seen in the Stroud museum). This in turn led to the
codification and the rules of lawn bowls, as well as other sports such as football
and lawn tennis.

In 1864 William Wallace Mitchel published a Manual Of Bowls and this became
the basis of the rules of the modern game.

Nailsworth Mills Bowling Club was founded in 1900 and is now based within the
Nailsworth Mills Industrial Estate. New members are welcome to this friendly
and social bowling club and regular mixed friendly and league games are played
during the week and weekends. Taster sessions, open days and the popular
Friday evening club nights are open to visitors and prospective new members
during the bowls season starting in Mid-April.

Directions and contact numbers can be seen on the Club website
www.nailsworthmbc.weebly.com, or just turn up at 6.30 pm at our Friday
evening Club nights.
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Avening Church Fete Sunday 7th June

THE GREAT EXHIBITION
June 5th, 6th, 7th 2020 in Avening Church

Get out your Camera!
Junior Themes: My family and other animals

(Under 14) Sport
Senior Themes: Something unusual
Humour

Capturing a moment

A portrait (place or person)
For additional information for entering etc: see April Villager or contact
George Buchanan: buchanan.pg@gmail.com

NAILSWORTH MILLS BOWLING CLUB

Your local friendly lawn bowls club located
on the Nailsworth Mills Industrial Estate.
New members welcome.

Come for a "Roll Up” on our regular
Friday evening club nights and open
days starting at 6.30pm.

Green open in mid-April, see details on ¥
our website: nailsworthmbc.weebly.com
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Puzzle Corner

9 6
2|7 8 6
8|6 41311192
9 11615
5 2
3145 7
71519116 48
3 7 25
S 9
Across

1. Marine mammal (5)
4. Type of crossword (7)

8. Deviation from the rule (7)

9. Fabric (5)

10. Rubbing or clash (8)
11. Woody plant (4)

13. Egyptian statue (6)
14. Creatures (6)

17. Wander (4)

19. Expert on precious stones

(8)

22. Decree (5)
23. Inactivity (7)
24. Victory (7)
25. Larceny (5)

Down

1. Dock (5)

2. Get rid of (7)

3. Fastidious (8)

4. Former name of Sri
Lanka (6)

Answers on page 30

Sudoku
Fill in the blank squares
so that each row, each
column and each
3-by-3 block contain all
of the digits 1 - 9.
If you use logic you can
solve the puzzle
without guesswork.

5. Shout (4)

6. Male singing voice (5)

7. Admit to (7)

12. Feeling remorse (8)

13. Glut (7)

15. Take aback (7)

18

16. Social outcast (6)
18. Excuse (5)

20. Helps to raise dough
(5)

21. Molecule (4)
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theWI Avening W.l.

INSPIRING WOMEN

With the annual Gloucester Federation of
W1 skittles competition due to start, it was
good to have a friendly match with ¥
Nailsworth WI to get some practice in. Our
captain, Wendy Jennings, organised a very §
well attended evening at the Social Club. &
The Nailsworth ladies greatly appreciated
the skittling, the company and the lovely
bring and share supper. Avening WI won ||
by a short margin.

Our speaker for February was Claire Salmon of Cherry Orchard Crafts who gave a
very interesting account of her decision to leave a well-paid job in the academic
world to start a home-based job using her love of needlework and crafting. She
developed a range of dolls originally based on the Rosie the Riveter character
from the Second World War. Her Mum asked her to design something for a WI
craft stall and WI Dolly was born. Having put a picture on a WI website a year ago,
she was inundated with requests for the WI Dolly, which can be personalised to
order, and she has already made over 800. She also runs workshops and has
recently been appointed as a Denman College tutor.

Three Avening members recently enjoyed a lampshade-making day, organised by
the Gloucestershire Federation, and brought along to our meeting a beautiful
example of the finished result.

Our speakers for March are John and Francesca Caton with a talk entitled The
Baroque Lady. They will be bringing costumes to demonstrate what life was like in
that exuberant age.

Visitors and prospective members are welcome to join us on Thursday March 12"
7.30pm at the Memorial Hall.

Helen Haiselden

The Village Notice Board
The village notice board, on the side of the Memorial Hall, is a good way of
publicising village events and items of local information. Posters, ideally size
A4 or A5, can be put up for you on this board. Please continue to give them to
Jennie South directly or leave in the church porch in the envelope provided.
They will be taken down once they are out of date. Other posters may be
removed and recycled once they are faded or to make space for others.
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Avening Community Cafe

First there was, courtesy of Gill Thomas, Lemon McDrizzle Cake for our nod to
Burns’ Night. Then (thank you, Alan Watson) there was Jack Lemmon Drizzle Cake
when we added a dash of Hollywood glamour to the Café ahead of the Oscars.
And as a final flourish, our Valentine’s Week Café saw Viennese Whirlwind
Romance biscuits. The cakes are delicious — and the puns a bit tasty too.

But February was about more than the kind of wordplay that makes you laugh out
loud in Morrisons, attracting anxious glances and suddenly a lot more personal
space. It was also a reminder that our big-hearted Café is about friendship: making
new friends, renewing old ones or just having a space for a good long chat with a
partner or neighbour. We're incredibly proud of the Café so want to share it with
as many people as possible — which was why we’ve been giving away Gift Cards for
customers to share with anyone who hasn’t discovered it yet. We repeated our
‘bring one, get one free’ offer for customers hosting a first-time visitor and when
we heard that one of our loyal customers
was a bit under the weather we made sure
he had regular supplies of cake to aid his
recovery.

As we went to press, we're hoping that our
Saturday Pop-Up Café, on February 29" will
take friendship to a new level as we're
offering free coffee to anyone who proposes
(and is accepted) during the morning. We’'ll
keep you posted....

We've tried to improve the Café for young

children, with a cosy corner for toddlers with rugs, brightly-coloured bean-bags,
better seating for the ‘grown-ups’ and the wonderful
Alex Adcock came back to the Café at half-term to
repeat her popular Story Time. Watching the kids