 AVENING PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING OF AVENING PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON

THURSDAY, 17 JULY 2014 

PRESENT:   Cllr A Slater (Chairman), Cllr M Williamson (Vice-Chairman), Cllr T Beardsell, Cllr D Conway, Cllr Mrs G Parsons, Cllr J Parsons, Cllr Mrs L Reid, Cllr M Williamson.
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: Tony and Barbara Bond and Deryck Robbins, Peter Best, Jane Archer and Mrs C Braidwood (Clerk)
	76/14
Action:
	Public Question Time
Mr and Mrs Bond and Mr Robbins expressed concerns about the proposed development at Sunground.  Their comments are reported in Item 86.1/14. In addition, Mr and Mrs Bond drew Members attention to the condition of the surface of Lawrence Road, which is very poor with many potholes that remain unrepaired.
The Clerk was requested to pass these comments on to Gloucestershire Highways.

	
	

	77/14
	Police

	Action:
	Monthly Crime And Anti Social Behaviour Report
Noted.  It was further reported that 5 break-ins had taken place the previous night from sheds and outhouses.  Strimmers and other garden equipment were taken.  The Clerk was required to include this in the Council article for The Villager.

	
	

	78/14
	Apologies And Reasons For Absence
Cllr Mrs L Reid (Personal) and Cllr A E Hicks (County)

	
	

	79/14
	Code of Conduct

	79.1/14
	Declarations Of Interest in Items on the Agenda
Cllr Conway declared an Interest in Item 85.4/14   The Villager Grant Applications.

	79.2/14
	Updates to Members Register Interested (if appropriate)
None

	
	

	80/14
	Matters Arising From The Minutes 

	
	Lawrence Road Potholes
Gloucestershire Highways has been advised.

	Action:
	Nominee for GCC Active Together Fund
It was agreed to propose Jon Glover and Derek Ind who represent local organisations who could benefit from the Fund.

	Action:
	Byway Off Green Lane
The Clerk was requested to alert Gloucestershire Highways to the condition of the byway off Green Lane, which needs cutting back, and maintaining.

	
	

	81/14
	To Approve And Sign the Minutes 

	81.1/14
	Meeting of the Parish Council held on 19 June 2014
RESOLUTION 31/14

The Minutes were unanimously agreed as a true and accurate record and were signed by the Chairman

	81.2/14
	Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 17 May 2014
RESOLUTION 32/14

The Minutes were unanimously agreed as a true and accurate record and were signed by the Chairman

	
	

	82/14
	District Councillors’ Reports
Cllr Parsons advised:

· The Parish Council’s WW1 grant application has been approved.
· CDC has identified a 5-year housing land supply plus 20%.  This will make it easier to refuse applications from developers especially as is has been agreed with Nick Boles, Planning Minister.
· Encouraged the Parish Council to carry out a Neighbourhood Development Plan and to consider doing in partnership with Cherington

	
	

	83/14
Action:
	Chairman’s Report 
Cllr Slater advised:

· There has been a slight dip in the number of website hits
· Tickets for Gatcombe are available – 6 for each day.  Councillors would contact Cllr Slater with their requirements and the remainder would be made available to residents.
· British Gas appears to be renewing the mains through the village but residents have not formally been advised.  The Clerk was asked to request further information.

	
	

	84/14
	Community Issues & Projects

	84.1/14
	Traffic and Highways
Nothing to report

	84.2/14
	Community Issues

	
	WW1 Commemorations 
Cllr Mrs Mitchell said that attendance (28) was disappointing despite the leaflet drop.   It was agreed that the speaker was excellent and Cllr Mrs Mitchell was thanked for her hard work in planning and arranging the event.

	Action:
	Youth Club 
Members expressed concern about how the closure of the Youth Club was handled and the Clerk was requested to contact the Vicar as Chairman of the Church of England Education Fund stating that although the Club closed under difficult circumstances the Council is looking forward to it starting again.

	Action:
	Village Shop – To Receive Update
Nothing further to report at the moment but the Clerk was requested to include this on the agenda for the meeting in September when there may be more developments.  Cllr Beardsell reported that he had read a newspaper article about an automated shop. 

	
	The Villager 
See Item 85.4/16

	Action:
	Memorial Hall Committee 
A report from the Committee had been expected but nothing had been received.  However, the Clerk was requested to advise the Committee that there are no locks on any of the toilet cubicles and that this should be put in order.

	Action:
Action:
	Projects Assistant – To Receive Update
A draft Job Description and advert were circulated.  It was agreed to post on noticeboards, in The Villager and on the website in the first instance, with a closing date of 15 August.
It was further agreed that Cllr Mrs Mitchell and the Chairman would carry out the Clerk’s Appraisal.  

	Action:
	Parish Plan Update
It was agreed to discuss development of the Plan at a Special Informal meeting on 21 August.

	
	Proposed Development at Sunground – To Receive Update
See Item 86.1/14

	Action:
	Community Defibrillator Installation
The Clerk advised that the Defibrillator has been installed but not commissioned.

	
	

	85/14
	Finance

	85.1/14
	Bank Reconciliation and Budget Status up to 30 June 2014  (Attached)
Noted

	85.2/14
	Bills For Payment  (Attached)
RESOLUTION 33/14

It was RESOLVED to pay the Bills as detailed on the attached schedule.

	85.3/14
	Completion of the Audit 2013 – 2014 (Attached)
Members noted the completion of the Audit and the External Auditors Report.

	85.4/14
	To Consider Donation Requests

	Action:
	The Villager – Christmas Edition
Cllr D Conway – declared interest

The Clerk was requested to check and advise details of last year’s donation and the matter was deferred to the next meeting.

	Action:
	The Villager – Free to All
Cllr D Conway – declared an interest

Peter Best explained the background for providing The Villager free to all households in Avening & Cherington.  
· Will increase the print run to supply twice the number of households.  
· It was originally a Church magazine and the PCC will lose significant income if provided free.  

· Currently provides a surplus of around £800 for Church funds with 250 subscriptions.  Current income doesn’t fully cover cost of production.  
· It is a good medium for communication and bonding for residents and if free the latest edition could go on website as soon as published. 

· Could become self-financing in time by increasing advertising.  
· Distribution team is confident that it can handle additional deliveries.  
· Parish Council has contributed £500 in previous years and now being asked for £1,250 starting in February 2015.   Unlikely to be a one off request.
· Editorial team done a fantastic job.  
· Cherington PC and PCC will also be asked to contribute (Cllr Parsons – PC) which may reduce the amount required from APC.  
· Each magazine costs approx. £1 to produce.  
· Advertising costs vary approx. £40 per month.  
· It was considered that the current split between advertising and copy is about right at the moment but additional copy is always needed.
Cllr Conway and Cllr Catterall felt that there were opportunities to attract more advertising and sponsorship.

Cllr Parsons said that it would need to be included in budget planning for next year.

RESOLUTION 34/14

It was RESOLVED to approve support for the funding model in principle as a Pilot project for 1 year after which time it would be reviewed

	
	PCC – Churchyard Maintenance
RESOLUTION 35/14

It was RESOLVED to approve the application for £125.

	85.5.14
	Support for Avening History Day – 4 October 2014
RESOLUTION 36/14

It was RESOLVED to approve the application to cover hire of the Memorial Hall for the Family History Day.

	85.6/14
	Renewal of Membership to GRCC
RESOLUTION 37/14

It was RESOLVED to approve renewal of membership for another year.

	
	

	86/14
	Planning

	86.1/14
	To Consider Response to New Planning Applications 

	
	14/02675/FUL   Land Parcel At The Sunground, Avening, Gloucestershire,  
Erection of 6 affordable dwellings and 5 private dwellings together with access road, parking and landscaping  
Response by 7 August 2014
The Bond family raised objections to the application:
· Originally 22 homes were built in Lawrence Road and road was designed to only cater for that number.  If this development goes ahead, there will be over 100 homes with associated traffic.
· The development will attract families with young children but the Primary School does not have spare places.
· Lawrence Road has many elderly and mobility residents who will be placed at risk with increased traffic.
RESOLUTION 38/14

It was RESOLVED to object to the application highlighting the following concerns:
· The access via Lawrence Road is not adequate to cope with the additional residential and commercial traffic let alone large lorries delivering to a building site.  It was originally intended for 22 home and not 100 (including the proposed new development).  The road is very narrow and lacks passing places.  It is already in a very poor condition and requires upgrading. 
· There is a lack of parking on the site.
· There are serious safety issues relating to the Playgroup access and parking which will put young children at risk.
· The size of the gardens could be reduced to provide additional parking.

· The design of the units is unimaginative and out dated.
· The Primary School has no availability and already has a waiting list

The Clerk was requested to copy comments to Gloucestershire Highways.

	86.2/14
	Applications Responded to Since Last Meeting 

	
	None

	86.3/14
	Decision Notices Received

	
	14/02179/FUL Minchinhampton Golf Club, Minchinhampton, Stroud, Gloucestershire, GL6 9BE 

Retrospective application for the retention of a Halfway House, Meter Buildings, Flag Pole & Flag, Entrance Signage, Starters Huts and a Water Softener Building
Application Permitted 27 June 2014

	
	14/02180/ADV  Minchinhampton Golf Club, Minchinhampton, Stroud, Gloucestershire, GL6 9BE, United Kingdom 
Signage Boards and Flag/Flag Pole - Application Permitted 27 June 2014

	86.4/14
	Planning Correspondence 

	
	None

	86.5/14
	Tree Works Notifications

	
	14/02730/TCONR   1 Pike House Mews, High Street, Avening, Tetbury, Gloucestershire, GL8 8NL     T1+ T2 Leylandii fell 

	
	14/02970/TCONR   14 Star Lane, Avening, Tetbury, Gloucestershire, GL8 8NT
Juniperus Squamata Meyeri - remove the tree. 

	86.6/14
	Any Other Urgent Planning Applications or Correspondence Received Since Publication of the Agenda

	
	S.14/0673/FUL   The Old Dairy, Chavenage, Tetbury, Gloucestershire.

Proposed construction of a 1.5MW on-farm Anaerobic Digester (AD) plant on land adjacent to the agricultural development formerly known as Chavenage Dairy

Amended Plans

RESOLUTION 39/14

It was RESOLVED that whilst this Council has no objections to the application, in principle, it would recommend access restrictions, improvements and weight restrictions on the surrounding road network and draw attention to the deep ruts that have already been created at parking places on the access road by heavy delivery vehicles which would only get worse with 2000 additional vehicle movements per year.

	
	14/02646/LBC   Land Adjacent To 11 High Street, Avening, Gloucestershire 
Temporary removal of listed water pump and re-installation within a replacement recessed inset within front elevation of new live/work unit (approved under 13/03106/FUL).        Response by 7 August 2014

RESOLUTION 40/14

It was RESOLVED to object to this application as the lintel and stonework surrounding the pump is too important to be disturbed as they could damage the water pump.  In addition, the Parish Council as owners of the Water Pump refuses permission for the Pump to be moved.

It was further noted that the applicant would have to make a civil case if permission from the owners (the Council) is refused and that the Secretary of State’s Inspector made comments in his Appeal report relating to the Pump without evidence.
The Clerk was requested to copy CDC’s Legal Department when making the planning response.

	
	

	87/14
	Correspondence Received 

	
	List of Emailed Information Received – June / July 2014    To Follow

	
	CDC – Individual Voter Registration    Noted

	
	Traffic Order for Gatcombe       Noted

	
	Cotswolds LEADER bid – Public Open Meetings
Cllr Mrs Parsons had attended the presentation in Tetbury and was keen for the Parish Council to find projects, which could utilise the funding.

	
	

	88/14
	The next Meeting of Avening Parish Council will be held on Thursday, 18 September 2014 in Avening Memorial Hall at 7.30 pm.  
There will also be a Special Informal Meeting during the week commencing Monday, 18 August 2014 – to be confirmed.
All Are Welcome


There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 9.30 pm
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