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Opening Times:  
Mon to Sat - Midday 
to 11.00.pm  
Sun  ï Midday to 
10.30pm 
 
Longfords  
Minchinhampton  
GL6 9AL 
Tel: 01453 832520  

'bake at home' 2in1 pies  
available to collect now! 

 

The home of the famous '2in1' pie 
Full menu served all day every day  
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Whoõs Who in the Parishes 

The Villager Magazine 
 

Editors   editors@acvillager.co.uk 
    Jane Archer, Frances Conway and Derrick Pierce 
      07812 137161 (Jane)  01453 832177 (Frances) 
    01453 835090 (Derrick) 
 

Advertising  editors@acvillager.co.uk 
    Wendy Jennings 01453 832881  

 

Deliveries  01453 834834 
    Cas Boddam-Whetham 
 

Deadline  20th of each month 

AVENING   

Churchwardens Stephanie Hamilton 01453 834910 

 Stephen Uzzell 07807 700004 

PCC Secretary Lynne Mowles 07909 870544 

PCC Treasurer Peter Best 01453 835287 

Organist Colin Chambers 01666 880026 

Flower Team Gill Adams 
Doreen Pierce  

01453 833175 
01453 835090  

CHERINGTON   

Churchwardens Roger Gegg 01453 834805 

 John Bate-Williams 01666 503544 

Sacristan Beryl Milsom 01285 841248 

PCC Secretary Elizabeth Workman 01285 841294 

PCC Treasurer Paul Cable cabes50@yahoo.co.uk  

Organist Elizabeth Workman 01285 841294 

 Beryl Milsom 01285 841248 

Flower Team Elizabeth Workman 01285 841294 

Visit Avening church web site at :- www.aveningchurch.info  

PARISH PRIEST 
 
 

READER 

Rev. Peter Quinnell 
 
 

Derrick Pierce 

           01453833251 
quinnell708@btinternet.com 
 

           01453 835090 
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Parish Letter  
Dear Friends 

In many respects Cornwall is a unique county. Apart from its geographical 
location, it is has had a long tradition associated with other Celtic regions in 
Great Britain and Northern France. Several of its famous sons and daughters 
have put particular Cornish places óon the map.ô When we think of Padstow 
the name Rick Stein comes to mind; St Ives ï Barbara Hepworth; 
Launceston ï Charles Causley; St Enodoc ï John Betjeman, and so on. But 
Morwenstow doesnôt immediately trigger the name of a famous Cornish poet 
and vicar until the established tradition of Harvest Festival is mentioned. It 
was in 1853 that the Reverend Robert Hawker, then vicar of this North 
Cornish village, invited the local people into the church at the end of the 
harvest for a thanksgiving service. And so began the tradition of Harvest 
Festival in schools and churches throughout this country and beyond.  

Although there are no recorded details of the service, it is probable that 
several well known Victorian hymns were sung. Among them might have 
been some of those which have become much loved hymns such as. óCome, 
ye thankful people, come, raise the song of harvest-homeô; and, óWe plough 
the fields and scatter the good seed on the land.ô As we sing the lines of 
these hymns we are reminded of Godôs generosity and love for all of us, and 
that we ought to give thanks to God. óThen thank the Lord, O thank the Lord, 
for all his love.ô Some of the more modern harvest songs remind us that the 
earthôs resources are for all people across the world: óGodôs wisdom guiding, 
teaches us to share one with another.ô  

How can we share our abundant harvest? Perhaps in three ways. Firstly, the 
fruits and vegetables that are offered at the Harvest Festival services in 
these communities can be given to those on tight budgets. Secondly, the tins, 
packets and all non perishable foods will be added to those donated at 
Avening Primary Schoolôs Service, and several of the children, Mrs Rushton 
and I will take them to the Food Bank in Stroud. (We will report in the 
November edition) And lastly, how should we respond when a natural 
disaster strikes. or in war torn countries where people die through lack of 
water, food and medicines? We can give a share of our money, and even 
better if we can give a few pounds regularly to a humanitarian charity. 

We shall be having our Harvest Festival Service at Holy Cross Church on 
Sunday 12

th
 October at 11:00am followed by Harvest Home in church. Come 

and celebrate the rich harvest with us! 

At the end of October we shall be having the annual All Souls Service when 
we remember our loved ones who have died and again commend them to 
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Godôs saving care. If you would wish the name of a loved one to be 
remembered at this service please send the details to me or a 
churchwarden. 

With my love and prayersé.. 

Peter 

(The parish priest for Avening and Cherington) 

 

All requests  for additional services (Weddings, Baptisms etc.) should 
be made to Rev. Peter Quinnell  

or, if he is not available, the Church Wardens 
Their contact details are on page 3 

Home Fellowship Groups 
 
Monday 27th October:  70 Sandford Leaze 

Monday 24th November: At Avening Rectory 

 

Web pageðwww.casbw.co.uk  
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Services in Avening & Cherington  
October 

DATE TIME CHURCH DETAILS OF SERVICE 

Sunday 5th  
October 

08.00 Avening Holy Communion BCP 

Trinity 16 09.30 Cherington Holy Communion CW 

      11.00 Avening Holy Communion CW  

        

Sunday 12th 
October 

08.00 Avening Morning Prayer (said) 

 09.30 Cherington Matins BCP 

Avening 
Harvest 
Festival 

11.00 Avening Holy Communion CW  
Followed by bring & share lunch 

    

Sunday 19th 
October 

08.00 Avening Holy Communion BCP 

St. Luke 09.30 Cherington Holy Communion  

  11.00 Avening Holy Communion CW  

        

Sunday 26th 
October 

08.00 Avening Morning Prayer (Said) 

Last after  
Trinity 

09.30 Cherington Holy Communion CW 

 11.00 Avening Family Holy Communion CW  

    

Friday October 
31st 

7.00pm Avening ALL SOULS SERVICE 

    

Sunday 2nd 
November 

08.00 Avening Holy Communion BCP 

ALL SAINTS 09.30 Cherington Holy Communion CW 

 11.00 Avening Holy Communion CW  

    

NOTE every Monday and Wednesday there will be a said service of 
morning prayer in Holy Cross Church at 8-00 am. (except week 

commencing 5th October) 
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Date Sides persons Chalice Sacristan 

 
Oct. 5th   Cas/George Derrick Ann 

Oct. 12th Irene/Piers Stephen/Paul Elizabeth 

Oct. 19th   Jeanie/Margaret Derrick Ann 
  
Oct. 26th  Stephanie/Cas Hamish Elizabeth 
    
Oct.31st  Stephanie  Ann 

Nov. 2nd  George/Piers Derrick Ann 

 Coffee will be served in Avening church after the morning services 

on October 5th and November 2nd  

Church Duties in Avening  

Church  

Floodlighting 
 

On 30th September The Church was floodlit - In loving memory of Michael 
Powell from Thelma, Kevin and Columba. 

And on18th October - the lights will be on to celebrate the Feast 
of St Luke 

The Church looks lovely when it is lit up at night. 

If you would like to have this in memory of a loved one, or to celebrate a 
special event, contact 

Paul Brown 

01453 835 983 

The cost is Ã5.00 for 2 hours 
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 Event Day Time Where Contact 

Line Dancing Monday 7.30 - 
10.00pm 

Social Club Mel 
01453 833760 

Cherington PC 4th Tuesday  
Bi-monthly 

6.30pm Village Hall Frances  
01453767384 

Book Club 1st Monday each 
month 

7.30pm The Bell Kristiane  
01453 836515  

Bell Ringing Tuesday 7.30pm - 
9.00pm 

Church Bell 
Tower 

David  
01453 882914  

Line Dancing Tuesday  7.45 - 
10.30pm  

Social Club Mel 
01453 833760 

Yoga  Wednesday 7.30pm -
9.00pm 

Memorial 
Hall 

Elles 
0781 555 2952  

Over 60s Lunch 
Club 

1st Wednesday 
each month 

12.30pm Social Club Christine  
01453 833246 

Dial-a-Ride Thursday 9.30am  Liz Truman 
01666 502514  

WI  
 

2nd Thursday 
each month 

7.30pm Memorial 
Hall 

Maisie 
01453 834679 

Avening PC 3rd Thursday 
each month 

7.30pm Memorial 
Hall 

Caroline  
01285 380041 

Tonyôs Music 
Quiz 

1st Saturday  
each month 

7.30pm Social Club In aid of the 
Cobalt unit 

Avening Angels  
Choir 

Sunday 
 

4-30pm Various Derrick 
01453 835090 

 

Whatõs On In Avening and Cherington 

Please let us know if we have forgotten any regular event or if there is something 
you would like to have included here. 
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Photographs in The Villager Magazine 
Many thanks to Frances Conway for our cover photo. If you have a 
photo of Avening or Cherington which you would like to share with 
us, please feel free to send it to us. You never know, it might turn up 

on the front coveré! 

editors@acvillager.co.uk 

Looking for your Avening Ancestors?  
 

Join us at our Family History Day 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Saturday 4

th
 October 10am ï 4pm 

 
Avening Memorial Hall 

 
Records available include: 

 
Baptisms & Marriages ï fully transcribed and indexed from 1557-1899 

 
Burials ï fully transcribed and indexed from 1557-1949 

 
Avening census records 1841-1911 

 
Avening Roll of Honour research (WW1 & WW2) 

 
Churchyard map 

 
Avening History ï photos & documents 

 
Website: www.aveningchurch.info  
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SOME OF THE GUESTS AT AVENING PIG FACE  
(HOLY CROSS)  DAY)  
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Visit to Avening from America on the 14
th
 of 

June 2014 

By Melissa Madden of Texas together with her mother, her daughter and her 
two sisters: who were descendants of Giles Driver who emigrated to the USA 
from Avening in 1650. 

ñUpon our arrival in Avening, we were greeted by Fred Vening and Ann Brick 
at the church where our ancestors were once members. We spent some time 
looking at the church and its memorials to ñThe Driversò and enjoyed Colin's 
organ music which embellished the wonderful atmosphere of one of the 
oldest churches in England. Our thanks to Ann, Colin and Fred for a 
delightful experience. 

We were then accompanied by Fred to The Bell for some good food in a 
delightful pub and were lucky enough to find some delicious Avening honey 
for sale at a cottage across the street, which made it all the way back to 
Texas. 

We were privileged to meet Mrs Richards at Avening Court, who offered us 
some real English tea and biscuits, before having a leisurely stroll around 
such an elegant English garden. 

Our thanks also go to Captain Mark Phillips for allowing us to visit Aston 
Farm where our ancestors once lived. 

Further thanks go to Mrs Clarke of Lowesmore Farm (another Driver 
location) where we allowed to take a few photographs of the house and its 
beautiful surroundings. 

Thank you to you all for making it such a special day for my family. 

Melissa Madden, Texas 

 

A TIMELY REMINDER 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Summer time ends on  

October 26th 
Clocks back 1 hour 
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Leading by Example 

There has been excitement all round as the children of Avening School learn 
new topics and take on a number of exciting roles which give them the 
opportunity to develop their independence, while also teaching them to be 
responsible, considerate and helpful to others.  Some of the year two 
children have been made óplay leadersô during playtimes to help and 
encourage the younger children, particularly the new reception pupils, to join 
in with activities and learn to interact with one another.  Training has also 
been completed for the Year 5 pupils who are now óYoung Sports Leadersô: a 
role which will involve the children running sports activities for the year 2 
pupils during lunchtimes.  In addition to all of this playtime activity, year 6 
pupils have been given the responsibility of óPlayground Patrollersô helping 
to mediate any problems in the playground using peaceful conflict resolution 
skills and encouraging children to be considerate of one another.  House 
Captains have also been chosen to represent the four houses within the 
school. 

There was election fever throughout the school last month as pupils voted to 
elect members of their own school council.  The school council enables 
pupils to have their say on important school matters and be involved in 
decision making.  Council members will also lead fund raising activities and 
deliver the Harvest produce collected by the school, which will this year be 
donated to Stroud food bank. 

The new school year brings with it a completely new curriculum and new 
topics which the children and staff have embraced with great enthusiasm.  

Pupils in years 1 & 2 are 
learning about the history 
of Avening and plan to 
use ónews reportingô as a 
way of presenting their 
findings.  Last month the 
children took part in a 
historical walk through the 
village where they had to 
find specific landmarks 
and objects of interest 
and tick them off as they 
found them.  They also 
paid a visit to Ruskin and 

 

Avening Primary School  



13 

 

Do you have a mole problem? 
With over 30 years experience in traditional mole control I can effectively, 

discreetly and humanely remove the culprit(s)! No gas, chemicals or poisons 

used and completely safe to children and pets. 

No Mole ï No Fee! 
 

07766 132934 (Days)  01285 770968 (Evenings) 

www.gbestateservices.com 
 

Member of the British Traditional Molecatchers Register. Member of the Guild of British Molecatchers 

BPCA/RSPH level 2 certificate in pest control. Fully insured and references available 

 

Call now for a free, no obligation site survey and quote. 

Giggs Mills at the end of September and look forward to learning felt-making 
later on in the term. 

The children in years 3 & 4 are travelling further back in time to explore and 
discover what it was like to live in the Stone Age.  Last month they visited 
Avebury Stone Circle to see for themselves surviving evidence of the era 
and view all sorts of artefacts from the period.  There was particular 
excitement when the children got to handle genuine pieces of flint which 
would have been used as tools and arrow heads dating back four thousand 
years. 

For pupils in years 5 & 6, local industry is their focus for this term.  They 
were visited by an expert from Stroud Museum at the beginning of 
September who talked to them about this topic.  The class also participated 
in the village Pig Face Day proceedings last month, taking on some of the 
key roles and donning medieval attire. 

Building work continues in the school and is currently on schedule with an 
expected completion date of the beginning of November.  Watch this space 
for more information. 

é..and one last thingé..if there is anyone who has lived in Avening for a 
considerable amount of time who may be willing to share information, 
anecdotes, photographs of Avening throughout history please contact the 
school office.  We would be delighted to hear from you. 

If you are interested in finding out more about our school please take a 
regular look at our website (www.avening.gloucs.sch.uk) which is 
updated often.  In particular take a look at the interesting introduction 
to all our staff ï with pictures courtesy of the children! 
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100 Years Ago 
World War 1: Avening's War 

October 1914. 

War was declared with Germany on the 4
th
 of August 1914.  On that day, 

telegrams were sent to all serving personnel on leave and those on the 
Reserve to ñReturn to Unit forthwithò.  Two Avening men were in these 
groups.  Fred Pollock of Avening Court and Fred Fletcher of Nags Head. 

Fred Pollock (born Frederick Robert Pollock  on the 24
th
 of October 1885) 

was with his unit (the 1
st
 Battalion Coldstream Guards) at Aldershot.   He was 

a fully professional soldier and had been since leaving Eton College in 1903.  
He had recently completed several detachments to Nigeria with his regiment 
but had returned to the UK for regular service in July 1914. 

Fred Fletcher (born Frederick James Fletcher during 1888) was on the 
Reserve of the 1

st
 Battalion Grenadier Guards with whom he had joined in 

1907 for ten years; three years service and seven years on the reserve.  In 
the 1911 census he was home with his family in Bell Inn Cottage, employed 
as a General Labourer.  Some time after that census the family moved to 
Nags Head but we are unable to identify the cottage they had moved to.   He 
would have received his recall telegram on the 4

th
 of August and he was 

officially reinstated in London on the 5
th
. 

Fred Pollock and his battalion sailed for France on the 13
th
 of August and 

were immediately sent to Belgium, taking part in the retreat from Mons.  They 
then became heavily involved in the 1st battle of Ypres at Langemarke.   He 
died there on the 23

rd
 of October 1914, the day before his 29

th
 Birthday.     He 

is buried at the St Julian Dressing Station Cemetery, which implies that he 
died of wounds there.  

Fred Fletcher took longer to embark for Belgium as training had to be 
renewed to bring their skills up to the mark.   This was done at Lyndhurst in 
Hampshire.  The 1

st
 Battalion Grenadiers left England on the 6

th
 of October 

and almost immediately were involved in the same battle of Ypres, albeit in a 
different sector.  His battalion was facing huge numbers of enemy fighters on 
the 29

th
 at Gheluvelt and although the battalion fought hard, (the enemy 

thought they were much stronger in numbers because they constantly 
counter-attacked) they were actually much reduced in number, losing three -
quarters on their strength in that one day.   Fred Fletcher was one of those 
casualties and, unfortunately, has no known grave.   His name is inscribed on 
the Menin Gate. 
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Avening Playgroup  

The Nearly New Sale with coffee shop was a great success this year and 
a big thank you to all who helped out and came along.  We are now 
starting to think about Christmas and are looking forward to our very 
special guest Santa coming to our Christmas bazaar in his magical 
grotto. We are hoping to do a raffle again for the Christmas Bazaar and 
we will be looking for raffle prizes so if any local businesses wish to 
generously donate please contact aveningplaygroup@gmail.com.  

Playgroup now has a clothing recycling bin so if you have any old clothing 
please bring it to playgroup for recycling.  

The children at the playgroup have settled in well and have spent the last 
couple of weeks learning about themselves. this has involved painting 
pictures, making face collages, using our ears to listen to all the sounds 
in our environment, measuring ourselves to see how much we grow and 
learning and singing songs about our bodies ie óHeads, Shoulders, Knees 
and Toes.ô  

Jo Rayner 

Both men were well liked in the village.  Fred Pollock had a large party to 
celebrate his coming of age, in which the whole village took part.  Both men 
were unmarried. 

We have a blue plaque for Fred Pollock on the House at Avening Court 
with thanks to Mr and Mrs Richards, and now that we are sure of the 
property in Avening where Fred Fletcher lived, hope to do the same for 
him.  The house is no longer a residential property and a suitable site has 
to be found for a plaque.   We will keep you informed. 

Raise a glass to both Freds during October.   It is 100 years ago but now 
we know more of them, it doesn't seem that long. 

Lest we forget. 

Fred Vening  
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HISTORIC CHURCHES  RIDE AND STRIDE 

September 13th. was the day for the Gloucestershire Historic Churches 
Trust Ride and Stride. As I was on holiday with my brother Chris, and sister
- in-law Jenny we visited the churches there during the week. The first one 

was All Saints Church in 
Brixham. We received a very 
warm welcome and the 
church was a joy to behold. 
The hassocks were lovely 
and colourful, all hand sewn 
and the church had been 
decorated for the festival of 
the sea. 

The trawler men had donated 
fishing nets, the children had 
made fishes out of paper to 
hang in them, they were all 

hanging from the roof in big swathes. The font had been decorated as the 
sea shore and there was a  display made from confectionery items. The 
organist knew Tetbury and a relative of his was a great friend of Jenny, its 
a small world. 

Another very interesting church was St.Saviours in Dartmouth. The church 
door was so beautifully carved and was made in the thirteen hundreds. 
The pulpit was very big and very decorated. With similar decoration 
leading to the altar. 

Some of the other churches 
were locked but the ones 
that were open all had their 
own special interests.  

We came back on the 
Saturday evening and so of 
course I visited our own dear 
church. We visited 14 in all 
and I would like to thank 
everyone who so kindly 
sponsored me. I will be 
collecting all the money in 
and will give a total as soon 
as I have it.   

Alison (Wendy) Eldridge. 
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DONôT FORGET AVENING SOCIAL CLUB! 

WE HAVE TWO FUNCTION ROOMS AVAILABLE FOR YOUR 
PARTIES OR MEETINGS (AT COMPETITIVE PRICES) 

REGULAR ACTIVITIES INCLUDE 

Line Dancing  Monday & Tuesday evenings 7.30 to 10.00  

Pool league Tuesday evenings  

Men's and ladies skittles teams 
 

DONôT MISS OUT ON THE RURAL CINEMA   

Next film on Friday 17th October, admission only Ã4-00 

More details tel. the club after 7.30pm  

01453 833760 
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Down To Earth  

óSeason of mist and mellow fruitfulnessô  it may be - and what a succession 
of seasons we have had! - but the flowers just keep on coming. Many roses 
are giving an extraordinary final flourish. Dead-heading pays dividends. 
Watering has been necessary, too, especially in the dry first half of 
September. I only belatedly understood why my Danse du feu and Tess of 
the dôUrbevilles roses, planted close to the house wall, were looking skeletal 
and emaciated: they were gasping for a drink. H2O. Nothing stronger, but a 
good full can. Now leaves have reappeared and Tess is in full flower again, 
though I fear the fire-dance has been extinguished.  

We must look forwards now. Planting bulbs for the spring can be done in the 
next couple of months, though itôs as well to do any weeding, new planting, 
rearranging and dividing of perennials first, otherwise you risk inadvertently 
spearing the poor bulbs through the heart. They should be planted at three 
or four times their depth. A little grit mixed into the bed of soil they lie on will 
prevent them from rotting in cold, wet conditions . Crocus bulbs provide a 

tasty treat for mice and voles;  a 
surface layer of grit is said to be a 
deterrent; alternatively, chicken wire 
or mesh can be placed just beneath 
the surface. Garden centres, in their 
unseemly rush to fill the shelves with 
Christmas paraphernalia, tend to 
reduce their bulbs early, while thereôs 
still time to plant. There are bargains 
to be had, too, online. Take the 
opportunity to splash out on 
something different, but do not accept 
bulbs that are mouldy and squishy; 
they should be fat, firm and plump. I 
have ordered some nectaroscordum 
bulgaricum (bulgarian honey garlic) 
for early summer flowering, some 

fritillaria meleagris (snakeshead fritilary) for a damp area, narcissus poeticus 
(Pheasantôs Eye narcissus) and crocus tommasinianus óRuby Giantô. And lily 
flowered tulips are nice: there is so much choice é 

This evening I made a curry with my first harvesting of hot chilli peppers. 
Well, in this age of silliness, I am surprised they are not accompanied with a 
government heath warning. We didnôt quite have to call the fire brigade but 
my goodness, they were hot.  I started them from seed in the spring. They 

Nectaroscordum bulgaricum 
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can be grown on a kitchen window sill; 
they do need plenty of warm sunshine. 
Remember that chilli peppers should 
be treated with respect. Scrape out and 
discard the seeds and the pith, using 
only the finely shredded skin - and 
never, ever rub your eyes with fingers 
that have handled the peppers. 

In the spirit of experimentation, I grew 
several tomato plants of the type 
known as Coeur de Boeuf or Cuor di 
Bue  (ox heart) - a traditional Italian 
variety from Franchi Seeds. Not only is its shape and colour rather 
distinctive, the flavour is superb, too.  

On a hazy, golden autumn day we made a trip to the Sir Harold Hillier 
Garden, now run by Hampshire County Council. When almost everything 
bears a label, this is an education for any aspiring plants person. I 

particularly wanted to 
see the recently 
revamped and much 
admired Centenary 
Borders, first laid out in 
1964 to mark the 
centenary of Sir Harold 
Hillierôs familyôs 
involvement in the 
nursery business. If you 
are interested in 
developing a 
herbaceous border, it is 
instructive to see how 

the top people in garden design go about it. Plant possibilities and 
combinations can be noted, as well as their habits - whether they stand 
upright or sprawl - and their size at maturity. All this is difficult to gauge when 
seeing potted plants in a garden centre or nursery.  

I might add that it was some consolation to note the occasional bare patch, 
lurking bindweed, and plants which sprawled and flopped. Thus, visitors like 
myself return to their own modest plot feeling less dejected and defeated 
than they might otherwise do! 

Now for more harvesting. Letôs hope for more glorious autumn days to come. 

 Marilyn Jones 

Coeur de Boeuf (Ox heart) tomato 

Centenary border in the Sir Harold Hillier Garden 
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BATTLE FIELDS TRIP 2014  
 
On Saturday the 21st of June 
2014 at the Avening World War 1 
Memorial evening, Toby and I 
were asked to give a small talk 
and presentation about our up 
and coming trip to the 
Battlefields with our school. 
During the evening a list of 
soldiers names that lived in 
Avening and died in the war 
were read out. Before we left for 
France, in our last History lesson 
we were all given the name of a 
soldier who had been killed in 
action and tasked with finding 
his name on a memorial stone. I 
was given the name of one of 
the brave soldiers from Avening 
Village, Fredrick Robert Pollock.  
 
On the battlefields trip itself we 
travelled over to France on the 
2nd of July and saw all of the 
monuments and places where 
World War One took place. On 

the first day there we visited Newfoundland Park and Thiepval Memorial, 
where we had a small service and one of the teachers played the last post. 
We then visited Lochnager Crater and Vimy Ridge, where we went down into 
the tunnels, it was very interesting. On day two we travelled to Sanctuary 
Wood/Hill62, Langemark Cemetery, Zonnebeke and Flanders Field Museum. 
At the museum we were able to learn a lot more detail and information about 
the Great War, which was very interesting. Later that afternoon we made our 
way into Ypres, finishing with the memorial service at Menin Gate. As part of 
the service I was given the honour of laying down a wreath in front of some 
4,000 people, which at the time made me feel very nervous but at the same 
time made me feel very proud and it gave me a lump in my throat.  
 
During the trip I was able to find Frederick Robert Pollock's memorial, he rests 
at one of the dressing stations that we visited. ñKilled in action on the 22

nd
 

October 1914. Ypres aged 29 years.ò Once I found him, I felt very emotional 
because it was someone from my village, Avening.  
 

Tom Heslop  
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BOILER SERVICE &  

SYSTEM MAINTENANCE 

 

FOR OIL BOILER AND AGA/RAYBURN 
SERVICE 

 
 

Tel: 01666 504911 or 07867 434345 
 

or email: 
 

info@indplumbingandheating.co.uk 
 

 

OFTEC REG. NO: C4634 
 

Grant Boilers Accredited Installer 
www.indplumbingandheating.co.uk 

ANNUAL CHERINGTON VILLAGE 
QUIZ 

 
Itôs that time of year again to get those teams together to have a fun 
evening trying to remember what we used to know,  what we should know 
and what we really wished we knew !    

Same format :-  Tables of 8  Ã10 per person  Bring your own picnics   All 
monies raised to go to the Church  

Last  year with late bookings we nearly had to send people away so this 
year we are letting you know well in advance so it gets in your diaries. 

Why not reserve a table now and think about your guests later.  If you do 
not wish to host a table but still want to join in we keep back a couple of 
tables for that purpose so do please come. 

DATE:-  SATURDAY 1
st
 NOVEMBER 

Email:- kategegg@hotmail.co.uk or call 01453 834805 
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DOLPHIN WATER SOFTENER and SALT SUPPLIES 
Alderton, 4 Priory Park Priory Industrial Estate 

London Rd, Tetbury, Glos, GL8 8HW 
 

If you would like to improve the quality of your water supply  

contact us for a free information pack  

by telephone on 01666 500065  

or e-mail: info@dolphinwatersofteners.co.uk  

Available for collection from  
1.00 pm ï 5.00 pm Monday to Friday 

Also between 10.00am and 12.00 noon on Saturdays  
Delivery service available within a 10 mile radius of Tetbury 

We can also supply the following at competitive prices: 

§ Tablet and Granular Salt   Ã8.75 per 25 Kg bag 

§ Kinetico and Harvey's Block Salt   Ã5.00 per 2x4kg blocks 
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WHEELS ON THE WESTERN FRONT 

Your readers may be interested in my recent bike ride, an event called Wheels 
on the Western Front, raising money for ABF The Soldiers Charity. Yes, I know, 
it is a temporary slip over to the Dark Side (road biking) from what we think is 
Rufty Tufty mountain biking with Avening Recreational Sports Enthusiasts 
every Friday evening from The Bell (and usually, er, ending up at the Bell....). 

55 of us left London on 4 August, 53 of us arrived in Compiegne (near Paris) 5 
days and 350 miles later (two cyclists having had minor accidents and not able 
to continue), via some of the WW1 major Western Front battlefields - 4 August 
being exactly 100 years since Britain declared war on Germany. Our route was 
London, Calais, Ypres, Arras, Albert and finally to Compiegne, where the 
Armistice Treaty was signed in a railway carriage on 11 November 1918. 

The cycling? Hard at first, with the London-
Calais day being just under 100 miles. Easier 
as the days passed, both because we got 
used to it and because the daily distances 
decreased a bit.... Generally flat, lots of 
stops, and it was not a race so the pace was 
OK. 

The support? ABF The Soldiers Charity gave 
great support, carried our bags in their 
vehicles, organised our food and 
accommodation, fixed our bicycles if needed, 
told us where to go when we got a bit lost 
and generally cheered us on. 

The weather? OK, a few showers here and there but nothing to being stuck in 
a trench in all weathers for a number of 
years.... 

The Front Line? We had with us a military 
historian, Andy Robertshaw of the BBC, 
who guided us through the numerous 
sites, from Nieuwpoort on the Belgian 
coast where the front line started, down to 
near Paris. He brought the whole event to 
another level. Many of us not having been 
there before, were flabbergasted with 
what we saw. Thousands and thousands 
of graves, in cemeteries small and large. 
The most poignant to me being the small 
ones, and if we did not stop to pay our 
respects, we could but give a quiet nod of 

Setting off one morning. Teddies like 
this were given to each British 
soldier for comfort whilst away 

33,000 in this German mass grave 
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appreciation as we passed. Being on a bike 
with little noise around made for quite a 
moving experience. 

My personal little titbit of information I 
gained that astounded me? We saw so 
many graves of soldiers marked 'Unknown' 
and asked why quite so many. This was 
partly because of the identification tag 
situation at the time - from 1914 to 1916, 
soldiers were issued only one tag. If they 
died, that tag would be sent back to their 
wife, next of kin, etc., leaving the body 
unidentifiable..... However, in May 1916, 
each soldier was issued with TWO tags and the identification became much 
easier. 

The sponsor money? The charity raised about Ã78,000 from this event, of 
which I personally raised just under Ã3,000. If any of you feel like it, my 
JustGivingsite is still open, just tap in my name.... 

If anybody is thinking of going to see this lot and needs a little 
encouragement? Do it if you can! This is not stuff we should ever forget! 
Contact me if you need more encouragement! 

Nicholas Winkfield 

The finish in Compiegne, 350 miles 
later. 


