 AVENING PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING OF AVENING PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON

THURSDAY, 16 OCTOBER 2014 

PRESENT:   Cllr A Slater (Chairman), Cllr J Catterall, Cllr D Conway, Cllr Mrs C Mitchell, Cllr Mrs G Parsons (from 19.36), Cllr M Williamson.
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:  Simon Wheatley (Memorial Hall), Mrs C Braidwood (Clerk) and Mr J Collinson (Projects)
The Chairman formally introduced John Collinson, who has recently been appointed Projects Manager, and welcomed him to the Council.
	103/14
	Public Question Time  
None

	
	

	104/14
	Police

	
	Monthly Crime And Anti Social Behaviour Report
Members commented that the increase in crime was disappointing.  Cllr Williamson had attending the recent Police meeting in Tetbury and reported that Police believe non-locals are responsible.  He further reported that volunteers in Tetbury had been carrying out speed checks and had caught a considerable number of drivers.

	
	

	105/14
	Apologies And Reasons For Absence 
Cllr Mrs L Reid (Personal), Cllr J Parsons (Personal), Mrs C Mitchell (Personal), Cllr T Beardsell (Personal) and Cllr Tony Hicks (GCC).

	
	

	106/14 
	Code of Conduct

	106.1/14
	Declarations Of Interest in Items on the Agenda
None

	106.2/14
	Updates to Members Register Interested (if appropriate)
None

	
	

	107/14
	Matters Arising From The Minutes 

	Action:
	Arrangements with Gloucestershire Highways for Maintenance of Verges

It was agreed to submit a plan to Gloucestershire Highways of the verges currently maintained by the Parish Council and request a payment arrangement.

	Action:
	Highways Out standings List
The Clerk confirmed having sent the list of outstanding issues to Gloucestershire Highways for response.

	Action:
	14/02646/LBC   Land Adjacent To 11 High Street, Avening, Gloucestershire 
Temporary removal of listed water pump and re-installation within a replacement recessed inset within front elevation of new live/work unit (approved under 13/03106/FUL).  Chase CDC for Decision
The Clerk confirmed that she had requested an update from CDC Planners and this had been followed by a request from the Ward Councillor.

	
	

	108/14
	Sign the Minutes 

	
	Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 18 September 2014
RESOLUTION 45/14

The Minutes were unanimously agreed as a true and accurate record and were signed by the Chairman

	
	

	109/14
	County and District Councillors’ Reports
Not Available

	
	

	110/14
	Chairman’s Report 
The Chairman referred Members to his report on the Finance schedule.

	
	

	111/14
	Community Issues & Projects

	111.1/14
Action:
	Traffic and Highways
Cllr Conway advised that water has been running through the garden of Woodhouse Farm and that the owner, Mr Lickerish is concerned about increasing hard surfaces.  The Chairman confirmed that this area is already on the list of issues to be taken up with Gloucestershire Highways.   

	111.2/14
	Community Issues

	Action:
	Community Defibrillator
Members were informed that the Projects Manager is arranging for the equipment to be commissioned.

	Action:
	Projects Manager – To Receive Update
Mr Collinson was welcomed to the Council and confirmed that he is working on the defibrillator and the local Walks leaflet in the first instance.  The Chairman confirmed that the leaflet should be reviewed in the near future and asked for the Water Pumps to be the next project to be progressed.

	Action:
	Provision of Visitor Map
It was agreed to postpone this item to the next meeting, as Cllr Beardsell was not present.

	Action:
	Memorial Hall Management Committee
Simon Wheatley (Chairman) explained that the Committee of 6 members has come to the end of its tenure and is now looking for others to take over.  In 2007 the Hall was at risk and the new committee had been formed from a very well attended residents meeting.  The Hall is now on a reasonably sound footing and stable; it is fully insured and decorated but needs a new committee with more energy to drive it forward and consider the Hall’s strategic future.  The Committee is responsible for the fabric of the building.
The Hall currently makes a profit of £2-3,000 per year.  GCC is paying a commercial rent of approx. £10,000 (including the service charge paid directly by the School) which is index linked.  GCC invested £90,000 in the refurbishment of the Hall in return for lower rent for 3 years but this period is now at an end and the committee have been able to build up £5-6,000 in reserves each year. The largest out going is electricity = £2-3,000 pa.
In the last 5 years no residents have attended any Committee meeting; there are regular bookings from the Youth Club and Yoga and since 2006 there has been no vandalism or break ins.  The School is the main user amounting to approx. 95% of the time from 8 am to 6.30 pm each weekday.  This reduces the opportunity for other bookings but people need to think about it differently – not only a school hall.
It was agreed that the challenges for the future are to attract representatives from all parts of the Village and to develop the Hall as the hub of the community.  It was noted that there is an enormous cellar which needs to be refurbished and could be a huge resource.

The current committee have agreed to continue until a new one can be formed.
It was agreed to arrange a joint meeting with the Hall Committee on 5 or 12 November (preferred).

	Action:
	Youth Club Insurance
The Clerk advised that a request has been received to include the Youth Club in the Council’s insurance cover and that the cost is being investigated.  

	
	

	112/14
	Finance

	112.1/14
	Bank Reconciliation and Budget Status up to 30 September 2014
Noted

	112.2/14
	Bills For Payment (as detailed on Schedule)
RESOLUTION 46/14

It was RESOLVED to pay the Bills detail on the Schedule. 

	112.3/14
	Donation Requests

	
	PCC – Churchyard Maintenance
RESOLUTION 47/14

It was resolved to donate a further £1,125 towards Churchyard Maintenance.

	Action:
	Avening Youth Club – Hire of Hall for Weekly Meetings
RESOLUTION 45/14

It was RESOLVED to pay this in principle but the Clerk was requested to check the amount that was the same as last year but the Club had been closed for 3 months this year.

	
	

	113/14
	Planning

	113.1/14
	Response to New Planning Applications 

	
	None

	113.2/14
	Applications Responded to Since Last Meeting 

None

	113.3/14
	Decision Notices Received

None

	113.4/14
	Planning Correspondence 

	
	S.14/0673/FUL   The Old Dairy, Chavenage, Tetbury, Gloucestershire.

Proposed construction of a 1.5MW on-farm Anaerobic Digester (AD) plant on land adjacent to the agricultural development formerly known as Chavenage Dairy

Notes from Meeting held on 2 October and Correspondence following.
Noted.
Cllr Mrs Parson reported that the meeting on 2 October was well attended by the neighbouring Parishes but Gloucestershire Highways still sees no problem in heavy vehicles using Chavenage Lane.

	
	14/02675/FUL    Land Parcel at Sun Ground, Avening

Reply from Gloucestershire Highways.
Noted.  It was further noted that the Planning Decision is still awaited. 

	113.5/14
	Tree Works Notifications

None

	
	

	114/14
	Correspondence Received 

	
	List of Emailed Information Received – August / September / October 2014
Noted

	
	NHS Shared Business Services – Application from Stow Surgery to increase dispensing area.
Noted

	
	NHS Shared Business Services – Application to secure improvements or better access at Village Square, Upper Rissington
Noted

	
	CDC – Meetings with Parish and Town Councils
Cllr Mrs Parsons agreed to attend.

	
	Post Office – Avening Post Office

Noted

	
	

	115/14
	The next Meeting of Avening Parish Council will be held on Thursday, 20 November 2014 in Avening Memorial Hall at 7.30 pm.  

All Are Welcome


There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 9.04 pm
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