
  

 

Spring IS Just Around the 

Corner.... 
editors@acvillager.co.uk 

The Villager 
 

A Magazine for Avening, Cherington and Nags Head 
_____________________________________________ 
February 2014                                    50p 

CONGRATULATIONS  

GEORGIE EDMUNDS!  

100 YEARS on FEBRUARY 12th 
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Opening Times:  
Mon to Sat - Midday 
to 11.00.pm  
Sun  ï Midday to 
10.30pm 
 
Longfords  
Minchinhampton  
GL6 9AL 
Tel: 01453 832520  

'bake at home' 2in1 pies  
available to collect now! 

 

The home of the famous '2in1' pie 
Full menu served all day every day  
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For all enquiries regarding extra services in either church 
please contact the church wardens as below:-  

The Villager Magazine 
 

Editors   editors@acvillager.co.uk 
    Jane Archer, Frances Conway and Derrick Pierce 
      07812 137161 (Jane)  01453 832177 (Frances) 
    01453 835090 (Derrick) 
 

Advertising  editors@acvillager.co.uk 
    Wendy Jennings 

 

Deliveries  01453 834834 
    Cas Boddam-Whetham 
 

Deadline  20th of each month 

AVENING   

Churchwardens George Buchanan 01453 833016 

 Stephanie Hamilton 01453 834910 

PCC Secretary Lynne Mowles 07909 870544 

PCC Treasurer Peter Best 01453 835287 

Organist Colin Chambers 01666 880026 

Flower Team Gill Adams 
Doreen Pierce  

01453 833175 
01453 835090  

CHERINGTON   

Churchwardens Roger Gegg 01453 834805 

 John Bate-Williams 01666 503544 

Sacristan Beryl Milsom 01285 841248 

PCC Secretary Elizabeth Workman 01285 841294 

PCC Treasurer Paul Cable cabes50@yahoo.co.uk  

Organist Elizabeth Workman 01285 841294 

 Beryl Milsom 01285 841248 

Flower Team Elizabeth Workman 01285 841294 

READER Derrick Pierce 01453 835090 

Visit Avening church web site at :- www.aveningchurch.info  
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New Associate Priest For Avening 
and Cherington  

 
As many of you will by now have heard, shortly after we went to press with the 
last edition of the villager the following announcement was made:- 
 

Appointment of Peter Quinnell 
 
We are delighted to announce the appointment of The Reverend Peter Quinnell 
as Associate Priest for the Benefice of Avening and Cherington. Many of you 
may know Peter from his time as Area Dean of Cirencester (2006-2008), while 
he was Rector of Stratton, North Cerney, Baunton & Bagendon. Peter joins us 
now from The Whitewater Benefice in the Diocese of Winchester, where he has 
been Rector for five years. Peter will be serving as a House for Duty priest, 
working three days a week with Poppy as Rector of the Benefice of Avening 
and Cherington. He will be living in the Vicarage in Avening with his wife Jean, 
they have two married daughters and six grandchildren living nearby.    
 
The benefice of Avening and Cherington and the Benefice of Tetbury, 
Beverston, Long Newnton and Shipton Moyne will be "held in plurality". We are 
now planning a licensing service for Peter in March 2014, when Poppy will also 
be made Rector of the two benefices. 
 
The Revd Poppy Hughes 
Parish Priest 
The Benefice of Tetbury, Beverston, Long Newnton and Shipton Moyne 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Since that announcement was made the Bishop of Gloucester, the Right 
Reverend Michael Perham has confirmed that the licensing service for both 
Rev. Poppy Hughes and Rev. Peter Quinnell will take place in Avening Church 
on 31

st
 March 2014 and we look forward to seeing as many parishioners as 

possible at that service to welcome them to the benefice. 
 
It is important to note that we are remaining a separate benefice although we 
will be sharing a rector, this should also mean that we can share resources with 
the Tetbury benefice on some occasions to the benefit of all parishes, Rev 
Poppy is already planning a day when all of the Church Council members will 
get together to get to know one another and share ideas. 
 
In the meantime we are still in a vacancy and the Church Wardens should be 
contacted for any extra services that are required in the church. 
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Photographs in The Villager Magazine 
 

Many thanks to Jane Archer for our cover photo. If you have a photo of 
Avening or Cherington which you would like to share with us, please feel 
free to send it to us. You never know, it might turn up on the front coveré! 

editors@acvillager.co.uk 

Church Duties in Avening  

PLEASE NOTE 

All requests for weddings, baptisms or funerals MUST be 
made through the church wardens, doing this will ensure 

that the church is available.  

The relevant telephone numbers can be found on page 3 

Date Sides persons Chalice Sacristan 
 
Feb 2

nd
  Margaret/George Stephen Ann 

 
Feb 9

th
  Stephanie/Piers Paul Elizabeth 

 
Feb 16

th
  Jeanie/Cas Derrick Ann 

 
Feb 23

rd
  Irene/Margaret Stephen Ann 

 
Mar 2

nd
  George/Piers Paul Elizabeth 

  

 
THERE WILL BE COFFEE AFTER THE SERVICE IN AVENING ON  

February 2
nd
 and March 2

nd
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Day/Date/ 
Officiant at 
main service 

Time Church Service Details 

Sunday 2nd  
February 

08.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCP 

Rev. Bussell 09.30 Cherington  Holy Communion BCW 

  11.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCW 

        

Sunday 9th  
February 

08.00 Avening  NO SERVICE 

Rev I.Bussell 09.30 Cherington  Matins BCP 

  11.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCW               

        

Sunday 16th  
February 

08.00 Avening Holy Communion BCP 

Rev R 
Springett 

09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCP 

Fr. David 
Berwyn Davies 

11.00 Avening Holy Communion BCW 
With a Baptism 

    

Thursday 27th 
February 

7.00 pm Avening Compline BCP 

        

Sunday 23rd 
February 

08.00 Avening NO SERVICE 

Rev. Janet  
Williams 

09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCW 

 11.00 Avening Holy Communion BCW 

 3-00 Avening Messy Church 

        

Sunday 2nd 
March 

08.00 Avening Holy Communion BCP 

Rev. Busk 09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCW 

 11.00 Avening Holy Communion  BCW 

Services in Avening & Cherington  
February  
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 Event Day Time Where Contact 

Line Dancing Monday 7.30 - 
10.00pm 

Social Club Mel 
01453 833760 

Cherington PC 4th Tuesday  
Bi-monthly 

6.30pm Village Hall Frances  
01453767384 

Book Club First Monday 7.30pm The Bell Kristiana  
01453 836515  

Youth Club Tuesday 6.00pm - 
8.00pm 

Memorial 
Hall 

Cassie 
01453 834182 

Bell Ringing Tuesday 7.30pm - 
9.00pm 

Church Bell 
Tower 

David  
01453 882914  

Line Dancing Tuesday  7.45 - 
10.30pm  

Social Club Mel 
01453 833760 

Yoga Wednesday 7.30pm -
9.00pm 

Memorial 
Hall 

Elles 
0781 555 2952  

Over 60s Lunch 
Club 

1st Wednesday 
each month 

12.30pm Social Club Christine  
01453 833246 

Dial-a-Ride Thursday 9.30am  Liz Truman 
01666 502514  

WI  
 

2nd Thursday 
each month 

7.30pm Memorial 
Hall 

Maisie 
01453 834679 

Avening PC 3rd Thursday 
each month 

7.30pm Memorial 
Hall 

Caroline  
01285 380041 

Avening Angels  
Choir 

Sunday 
 

4-30pm Various Derrick 
01453 835090 

 

Whatõs On In Avening and Cherington 
Please let us know if we have forgotten any regular event or if there is something 

you would like to have included here. 
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The Menin Gate: Armistice 2013 
 

This year is the hundredth anniversary of the outbreak of the first World War 
and there will be many events planned to commemorate the men who lost 
their lives.  It is difficult for us, so far removed in time, to really relate to the 
horrors of that war or appreciate the scale of the loss of life and devastation 
to towns and villages. 
 
This last November, I wanted to see for myself where some of the fighting 
took place during those terrible years of war.  With others, I set out to Ypres, 
to stand alongside many thousands in the town square close to the Menin 
Gate to pay tribute to those who have died in the fighting.  On the morning of 
the 11

th
 we boarded a bus in Bruges and drove towards the town of Ypres.  In 

no time we were in a queue of buses and cars approaching the town, and, as 
the traffic slowed, we could see on either side of the road,  hundreds of acres 
of cemeteries,  and row upon row of identical tombstones marking the graves 
of the half million men who were killed in the four years of fighting over the 
staggeringly few eight miles between Ypres and Pachendale. A sobering and 
awesome sight. 
 
As well as wanting to pay my own tribute to the men of Great Britain and the 
Commonwealth, I had another mission which was to find three Avening men 
who have no known grave but have their names inscribed on the Menin Gate.  
I had been given a map reference researched by our archivist Fred Vening, of 
the place where one of the men, Alfred William Risby had fallen.  We passed 
the very spot and paid a silent tribute to him. 

 
We were blessed with a glorious day, cold 
but bright and sunny.  On arrival at Ypres, 
we disembarked from the bus and hurriedly 
looked for a place of advantage from which 
to watch the procession and the ceremony 
at the Gate.  The main square of Ypres is 
very beautiful. A typical Flemish and 
Medieval town Square to all appearances, 
and it is hard to believe that the houses, 
clock hall and churches were all flattened 
in the war.  The citizens of the town 
painstakingly searched through the rubble 
to find the stones and bricks with which to 
rebuild the town after the war. 
 
As we waited, the Church bells began to 
toll and the crowd fell silent.  We could just 
hear the sound of approaching military 
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bands and marching feet.  Before long, 
the Regimental Banners could be seen 
above the heads of the crowds, and then 
the leading band came into sight followed 
by contingent after contingent of 
marching men.  The uniformed men were 
of many different nationalities, Belgian, 
Canadian, British, Australian, Gurkhas, 
South African among others,  and a band 
of the Royal British Legion.  Following 
them were Firemen, Medical Corps and 
Police.   
 
Hundreds marched by and I couldnôt help 
but stand a little taller when my fatherôs 
regiment passed with other guardsô 
regiments looking magnificent in their 
Bearskins and great coats.  All came to a 
halt by the Menin Gate and only the piped 
band of the Scots Guards kept playing as the dignitaries began to arrive.  
The Crown Prince of Belgium arrived to take the salute, and the Ceremony 
began.  The hymns were all familiar to us as they were those we sing at our 
traditional memorial services, and they seemed to be equally well known by 
the thousand or so people around us.  The Salutation: ñThey shall grow not 
old as we who are left grow oldò was somehow even more poignant than 
ever with the evidence of the sacrifice of a whole generation of young men 
who do not have a grave so their names cover every wall of the Menin Gate.  
The Buglers sounded the Last Post and Reveille, as the crowds stood with 
bowed heads, followed by the plaintiff notes of óThe Flowers of the Forestô by 
a lone Scots Piper. 
 
The laying of wreaths followed, laid by the dignitaries of many countries and 
hundreds of others who brought their own flowers.  However, our attention 
was soon diverted by the sounds of hooves coming over cobbled streets in 
the distance and on into the Square.  Black horses from the Household 
Cavalry pulled an empty gun carriage through the square escorted by a 
contingent of mounted soldiers.  The crowd fell silent again as the gun 
carriage drew up under the Menin Gate greeted by a fanfare of trumpets and 
groups of Flemish and British schoolchildren who had filled bags of soil from 
each of the 75 cemeteries surrounding the town.  When the gun carriage 
was loaded the bags were covered in a black cloth and HRH the Duke of 
Edinburgh, came forward to accept the gift on behalf of the Brigade of 
Guards, to whom it was being presented by the Flemish people and the 
children.  The procession moved off to begin the long journey to London, 
where the soil is to be used to create a memorial garden at Wellington 
Barracks, which will be opened by Her Majesty the Queen on Remembrance 
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Day this year.  It was the most moving and 
profound ceremony, simple and dignified, at 
which we all felt privileged to witness and 
attend.  The Royal visitors and the officials 
now left and we made our way to the Gate to 
complete the mission to find the names of the 
men of Avening.   
 
Many thousands of names are inscribed on the 
walls of the Gate, a shocking and saddening 
sight.  Column after column dedicated to each 
Country and Regiment.  We had made 
enquiries as to where we would find the names 
for which we were looking so it was not too 
difficult: Charles Fletcher, Percy Sharpe and 
Alfred William Risby.  We paid our respects to 

them in silent prayer, and felt a surge of pride as well as sadness, that these 
young men had courageously volunteered to leave Avening to go and fight for 
their King and Country, and paid the ultimate Sacrifice.  
  
Their names are on the War Memorial in Holy Cross Church and the relatives 
of both Charles Fletcher and Percy Sharp still live in the village. 
 

Rev. Celia 
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Derrick and Doreen Pierce 

We have just finished celebrating 
Christmas and seen in the New Year 
during the óvacancyô period in our Church.   
Everyone has worked hard to make this a 
very happy period and this is in no small 
part due to Derrick, our licensed Lay 
Reader, and his wife Doreen. She, with 
others, took on the task of making sure 
that one of the central events of the 
Christmas festivities, the Crib Service, was 
once again the successful and well 
supported occasion it has been in past 

years. Derrick has been stalwart in recent months not only in taking services 
but in seeing that the pastoral life of the parish continues smoothly pending the 
arrival of the new incumbent.  It therefore seemed to be entirely appropriate 
that this edition should include a little bit about this remarkable couple and their 
lives before coming to Avening, as well as since they came here. 

Earlier in the month, Doreen and Derrick and I settled down in their home to 
discuss life in general and their lives in particular, enjoying a cup of coffee and 
a piece of one of Doreenôs delicious homemade cakes.  

I was really surprised to discover that they are still almost ónew comersô to the 
village, having lived here just under ten years, but in that time they have 
become an integral part of village life.    

Both spoke warmly of childhoods of great happiness.   Doreen described her 
early life as being idyllic.   Born in 1941, she lived at Sudeley, where her father 
ran the dairy farm and her mother made the butter for the Castle.   The animals 
spent their whole lives on the farm and at the end were slaughtered on the 
estate.   What a happy contrast to so many farms today, where the animals are 
driven many miles to meet their end.   Everything necessary for the running of 
a large estate, including, for example, the laundry, was found on the estate.   
Doreenôs companions during her youth were the Dent-Brocklehurst children;   
playing in the moat and all around the wonderful gardens.   She remembers the 
Italian and German POWs, who helped on the farm, with great fondness.   By 
comparison with many of her contemporaries, the farmhouse in which the 
family lived was the height of modernity.  When Doreen was eighteen her 
father bought his own farm at Olveston.   By contrast this wasnôt half so well 
appointed! 

Derrick, born in 1944, remembers a different, but equally happy start in life.   

 

Village People  
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His grandfather had also been a farmer, but his father followed a different path 
and became an accountant.  The family lived in some comfort in Stoke Gifford.   
Derrick was the eldest child, with a younger brother and twin sisters.   Before 
his birth his mother was admitted to Hambrook Hospital for the delivery.  In the 
days before the NHS, such care had to be paid for privately and Derrick was 
amused to find, amongst his fatherôs papers, a receipted bill for the princely 
sum of Ã5 10shillings, for his motherôs stay in the hospital, which included a 
period of convalescence of a week following his birth. 

Once she was eighteen, Doreen studied Domestic Science at Gloucester 
College.   She speaks warmly of the course she followed, which gave her the 
skills, which she has enjoyed using all her life.  The students were taught the 
art of dressmaking, as well as all things culinary.  Her first job was based in 
Cardiff and was with the Wales Electricity Board, giving talks and 
demonstrations as a Home Economist.   I gather that this was on a trainee 
basis and it lasted about six months.  She obviously was a great success, 
because this was followed by permanent appointments with the MEB, first in 
Stroud and then in Chipping Sodbury, where she could live at home.    

Meanwhile Derrick, following his grandfather, hankered to go into farming.   
From the age of 13-16 he attended Brymore School in Somerset.   This is a 
boarding school, with its own farm attached, which provides not only a general 
education, but also a chance for the pupils to learn the skills needed to 
become a farmer.   Derrick loved it.   After he left, he spent a year at Hartpury 
College and thereafter spent a few years working on various farms gaining 
experience.   However, there came a time, when he realised that he did not 
wish to continue working long and arduous hours for other people, earning 
relatively little and with no real hope of ever having a farm of his own.  He 
moved into the seed trade, starting in the stores and working his way up 
through the business, including working as a crop inspector and seed 
merchant. Eventually he became the assistant general manager for 
Chamberlain Pole.   He had spent ten interesting years with them, but sadly at 
about this time, his hip began playing up and he realised that he might have to 
rethink where his career was going. 

Turning to their earlier lives, I asked how Doreen and Derrick had met and 
discovered how lucky it was that Derrick had looked to farming as a way of life 
and that Doreen had been born on a farm.   Naturally they both saw joining 
Young Farmers as a way of developing a social life.  It worked!   They met and 
eventually married in 1968, with their first child Brian born in 1972 and their 
second Catherine in 1974.   Once the children arrived, Doreen gave up work, 
but her skill in making beautiful cakes, meant that she continued to 
supplement the family income by creating masterpieces for people over the 
years.   Whilst I was with them, she showed me one of her recent creations, 
which she made to celebrate their Ruby Wedding. 

Fairly soon after they married, Derrick and Doreen moved to Kingswood, 
which is just outside Wotton-under-Edge, where they lived for thirty two years.   
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Their faith had always been important to them and it was whilst they were 
living in Kingswood, where Derrick was Churchwarden that he decided to 
offer himself for training as a Lay Reader.   Following a fairly gruelling two 
year course at the Gloucester School for Ministry, he was licensed in 1995.  
Not only has Derrick always enjoyed this work, but on a personal level, he 
has felt that it helped to bring him out of himself.   As a young man, he had 
felt very shy and uncertain of himself in social situations.  Following his initial 
licensing whilst living at Kingswood, Derrick has moved twice and each move 
has necessitated a re-licensing in the new parish and diocese, so I think it is 
safe to say that he has been well and truly licensed! 

Once it was clear that Derrickôs hip would no longer allow him to continue 
with his work as a seed merchant, he and Doreen had to think hard as to 

what they wanted to do with their 
lives.   They eventually decided 
that it would be good to work 
together and bought a shop/post 
office in Oake in Somerset in 
2000.  They set off in trepidation, 
having sold their much loved 
house in Kingswood.  The shop 
was a very modest affair, but with 
their usual enthusiasm Derrick 
and Doreen set out to transform it, 
which they obviously did.   Whilst I 
was with them, Doreen showed 
me a large lever arch file, 

crammed with letters and cards of warm appreciation for all that they 
achieved, whilst there.   It was only a four year stint, but quite obviously they 
had become a much loved part of the community in that short time.   Then it 
was time to go.  Their daughter-in-law, who lives in Gloucestershire, was 
expecting her first child and they were determined to be as full time 
grandparents as possible.   

In order to pursue this aim, the shop was sold and they came to Avening in 
2004.  Here, they quickly became óembeddedô in the community.   Doreen 
plays a full part in the Tetbury Art Society, acting as the Social Secretary.   
She is also an enthusiastic member of the Avening Art Society.   On the home 
front, Doreen is in seventh heaven, once again knitting and sewing beautiful 
things, like her Noahôs Ark, for the next generation of Pierces, and fetching 
and carrying grandchildren to and from their schools.  Doreen is also involved 
in the Sunday School, whilst Derrick sings with Avening Angels. 

I left their house feeling invigorated.   Derrick and Doreen seem to have that 
wonderful thing, total contentment in each otherôs company and a unity of 
purpose in their life together.   Thank you for talking to me and sharing that 
feeling of happiness. 

Frances Conway 
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CONGRATULATIONS! 
 

Miss G. Edmunds 
 

12th February  2014 Marks the 100th birthday of 
Miss Georgina Edmunds (Georgie). She lived in 
Avening until she was 91 and then ill health meant 
a move to Ilsom House Residential care home 

near Tetbury. 

All of her life 
Georgie was a very active member of 
Avening Church, being a church 
warden for many years, a member of 
the choir and a Sunday School 
teacher. She was also involved in 
many village activities including being 
President of the Womenôs Institute, 
she was a founder member of the 
Good Companions, and a member of 
the Womens branch of the Royal 
British Legion. Georgie also started 
and ran the Girls Friendly Society  for 
several years, on one occasion taking 
the girls to London on the train! In 
2003 she received the Maundy money 
from Her Majesty the Queen 

Georgie and her friend, Jessie 
Skinner, were always in evidence at 
Village Fetes, Coffee Mornings and 
other Village events. 

Georgie does not enjoy good health 
but still talks about the old days in 
Avening and still misses her Church. 
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Dog Walkers Please Note!  
 
Clean up your dog mess and take it home! 

 
I have just cleared up 18 bags of dog mess 
which have been shoved into the side of the 
pathway on a regular dog walking site up 
Star Lane.  This is not a dumping ground 
and looks and indeed smells 
disgusting.  The environmental impact of 
this, coupled with the potential hazard to our 
prolific wildlife could be extremely 
damaging.   If you pick up after your dog, 
please put it in the bins provided at the end 
of the lane or take it home.  We live in an 
area of outstanding natural beauty. Show 
some pride in your surroundings. 
 

Jacqui Sinclair 
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   Church  

Floodlighting 
 
 

On 20th January the church was lit in memory of Maurice Wagstaff 
It has been a year now Dad since you were taken away after a 12 year 

battle with cancer and we still miss you so much.  
Kim, Bob, Beckie, Tam & Phoebee 

 
On 7th Feb. Church will be floodlit:  in memory of Basil Fletcher 

 from Sylvia and Family 
 

On 19th Feb:  in memory of Michael Powell remembered by Thelma, 
Kevin & Columba 

 
The Church looks lovely when it is lit up at night. 

If you would like to have this in memory of a loved one, or to celebrate a 
special event, contact 

Paul Brown 
01453 835 983 

The cost is Ã5.00 for 2 hours 

 

 

 

MARYõS COFFEE MORNING 

 

In aid of the Cobalt unit  

MARCH 15th  

from 10 -00am onwards  

At No. 4 Cherington  
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The Cross Inn       

Whatôs on in February   
 

 

Valentines Day 
We are now taking bookings for our special Valentines menu 

Available Friday 14th & Saturday 15th February 

Please see our website or in house advert for details 
 

Grahams Big Quiz Saturday 22
nd
 February 

Now bigger than ever !!!! 

1st prize Ã100, 2nd prize Luxury Hamper, 3rd prize 2 course 

Sunday lunch for 2 

Ã2 pp entry, teams of 2-6 people, why not pre-book your table, 

Also available for pre-booked tables, Antipasti platters or 

cheeseboards Ã3 pp 
 

Sunday Roast 12-3, 
 Choice of 3 fresh cooked meats or veggie option, 

Served with roast potatoes, parsnips , vegetable bowl, pan 

stock gravy 

& Valôs own Yorkshire pudding 

1 course Ã8.95, 2 course Ã11.95, 3 course Ã14.95 
 

 

The Cross Inn 

At the Heart of Avening 

01453 569756 

Info@crossinnavening.co.uk 

Check our notice boards & website for more info & our 

new menus 

mailto:Info@crossinnavening.co.uk


18 

 

LENT MEETINGS  

STARTING ON TUESDAY MARCH 4th at 7-30pm. 

 
During the weeks leading up to 

Easter we will be looking at Faith, 

Doubt - and Jesus with the help of 

the voices of some very eminent 

people. Each week is a separate 

session so come and join in for 

one or two or all of the sessions. 

 

At 70 Sandford Leaze. 

More details telephone Derrick 

01453 835090  or email 

 derrick.pierce@hotmail.com 
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Jim Hill leading Avening 
Silver Band at the Tetbury 
Goods Shed Carol Service  

 A new organisation is being proposed to support the Church of the Holy 
Cross in Avening, and the PCC is keen to hear from anyone who might like 
to participate in running this new organisation.   
 
The main idea is to form a supporters club, which will not only try to raise 
funds for the continuing preservation of the fabric of the Church but also 
use the Church for events, such as concerts and exhibitions.   It is 
envisaged that, for a modest annual subscription, members will receive a 
quarterly newsletter and enjoy other benefits such as discounts for the 
proposed events. The friends would like to arrange four events a year that 
might be concerts, gardens open or shared meals 
 
It is hoped that The Friends of Avening Church will unite all those who love 
the space, tranquillity and peace that our Church has provided for the 
parishioners of Avening for over 930 years, and ensure that it will continue 
to do so for the next few centuries.   
  
Maybe you were baptized, married or have had a relative buried in the 
Church?  Or maybe you have visited this fine Norman Church, and felt the 
serenity of its calm atmosphere.  
 
If you like the idea of joining this new club or feel that you would like to join 
the committee, please, in the first instance, call Peter Best on 835287 or 
email peter@avening.eclipse.co.uk. 

Friends of Avening Church  
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Our next film screening will be Philomena.  We start the 
showing at 7.30 at Avening Social Club Friday 21

st
 March, 

please join us.  
 
PHILOMENA (2013) ï Drama  
Cert: 12A ï Run time: 1 hr. 34 min. 
Cast & Crew  
Judi Dench, Steve Coogan, Charlie Murphy, Simone Lahbib, Sophie 
Kennedy Clark 
Director: Stephen Frears 
 
Based on the 2009 investigative book by BBC correspondent Martin 
Sixsmith, The Lost Child of Philomena Lee, PHILOMENA focuses on the 
efforts of Philomena Lee (Dench), mother to a boy conceived out of wedlock 
- something her Irish-Catholic community didn't have the highest opinion of - 
and given away for adoption in the United States. In following church 
doctrine, she was forced to sign a contract that wouldn't allow for any sort of 
inquiry into the son's whereabouts. After starting a family years later in 
England and, for the most part, moving on with her life, Lee meets Sixsmith 
(Coogan), a BBC reporter with whom she decides to discover her long-lost 
son. 

 Kristiane Maseyk 

 
Januaryôs Choice: Blue Jasmine   
(written and directed by Woody Allen). 

It was a rainy night in January when Avening Social Club opened its doors 
for the very first offering from  Avening Film Club.  Fifty Two people braved 
the seasonal downpour to watch Blue Jasmine starring Cate Blanchett (who 
had won a Golden Globe for her role only days earlier).   This by far 
exceeded all our hopes and expectations.  We had no idea how things were 
going to go, this being our first film night, and after months of planning and 
anticipation, we were anxious for it to go well.  We set up around twenty 
chairs wondering whether we would fill them all and then waited for people 
to arrive.  All worry and doubt was soon quashed as the doors opened and 
queues of people filed into the room.  We went from worrying about filling 
the space to worrying whether everyone would be able to see properly.  The 
atmosphere was wonderful and everyone was incredibly supportive and 
tolerant particularly when we had technical difficulties at the beginning of the 
film which thankfully stopped after a while.  We will ensure that this is 

Avening Film Club  
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Web pageðwww.casbw.co.uk  

resolved for next time.  We were thrilled by the turn out and enthusiasm from 
everyone who attended.  Long may the film club continue. 

We would also like to take this opportunity to thank Mr & Mrs Ind for their 
support and enthusiasm, The Parish Council for their generous grant and 
Tony Slater for designing and maintaining our web page free of charge.   

The film is set mainly in San Francisco in present day and using flashbacks-
in-time it cleverly unpicks the reasons for the demise and breakdown of its 
main character Jasmine, a once prosperous, wealthy, trophy-wife of a 
successful financier who quite suddenly goes from riches to rags after her 
husband is publically disgraced and she comes to realise her life is a very 
long way from being perfect.  Jasmine throws herself on the mercy of her 
sister who lives world apart from her and has very different priorities but she 
welcomes Jasmine into her home and attempts to support her despite past 
grievances.   Jasmine slowly starts to try to make a new life although the 
road to finding herself is not a smooth one and she struggles to fit into a very 
different existence.  Wonderfully unpredictable and incredibly captivating,  

Blue Jasmine is a perhaps unexpected jewel of a film and is definitely well 
worth watching. 

Alex Adcock  
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Down To Earth  

 

The Praeneste at Rousham 

January, named after the two-faced god, Janus, is associated with looking 
both forwards and backwards.  Winter is a time for taking stock and 
gardening in the head  rather than on the ground.  To borrow from the title of 
a delightful little book, A Gentle Plea for Chaos by Mirabel Ostler, I should like 
to make a ógentle plea for planningô. We need sometimes to consider the 
design of our plot, whatever its dimensions, peruse the catalogues, the plant 
lists and planting suggestions.  

The idea of design need not be intimidating. Think: Seasonal Interest, Focal 
Points, Vistas and Variety! There are flowers in winter, too. Viburnum x 
bodnantense has, in defiance of the downpours, been flowering for the past 
couple of months. The scent is gorgeous, too.A plant that draws the eye does 
not need to shout, óLook at me!ô in all its gaudiness.  There is often as much 
interest in a shrub that has tiny or insignificant flowers, but delights in the 
texture and reflective surface of its leaves. The many species and varieties of 
hebe may be useful for small-scale structure. As for vistas - a grand term, I 
admit - why not consider  what you see, all the way from foreground to 
background and think about composing it. The vista could be what you see 
when you fling open the bedroom or landing curtains in the morning, or the 
view of the garden from the entrance or garden gate. Is there a pleasing 
balance of heights and variety? Of course, the very idea of a ópleasing 
balanceô could be subjective, so at this point Iôll hand the design over to you!) 

The Royal Horticultural Society has an excellent web site (www.rhs.org.uk)  
and its Plant Selector will give all the necessary guidance as to the growth 
habits and requirements of particular plants and suggestions as to which 
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plants might suit a particular location. Of course, there should be room in a 
garden for conscious composition and chaos, for serenity and surprises! 

Winter, when many shrubs and trees are bare of leaves, is a season for 
appreciating structural qualities and a time for visiting the great landscape 
gardens of the early to mid eighteenth 
century. Close to home is Cirencester 
Park, of which Alfredôs Hall, once mock-
ruined, now  supported by scaffolding, 
was one of the first Gothick buildings in 
England, in contrast to classical 
temples. Walk on from the main gate in 
Cecily Hill to discover charming  
eighteenth century garden buildings, 
designed for resting or taking tea, such 
as Popeôs Seat with its vista stretching 
to Kemble church steeple, and the pair 
of oddly incongruous but handsome 
ósentry boxesô, the Horseguards.  

Rousham, (between Banbury and Oxford, open daily) is the masterpiece of 
William Kent and incorporates statuary, grottoes and seats inspired  by a 
decade spent in Rome from 1709. It is a delightful garden, sensitively 
maintained,  the more so for the complete absence of visitor-centre or other 
commercial paraphenalia. Stowe, a few miles further on and also, in its later 
stages,  the work of William Kent , is on an altogether grander scale. The 
garden can be read as a statement of Whiggish idealism. Lord Cobham and 
others had been expelled from the Whig party by Sir Robert Walpole and the 

garden represented Cobhamôs assertion 
of true Whig values, as in his Temple of 
British Worthies. (A brilliantly written book 
is Tim Richardsonôs The Arcadian Friends: 
Inventing the English Landscape Garden.) 
But with the politics went a degree of fun. 
While Cobhamôs wife took tea up on the 
hill in the Queenôs Temple (designed by 
James Gibbs in 1740), opposite and down 
on the lakeside Lord Cobham entertained 
his friends from the Kit-Cat Club in the 
Temple of Friendship. The function of the 
Temple of Venus, away from the sight-line 

of the Queenôs Temple, (a motor-cycle ride away?)and the nature of the 
murals which were later white-washed over, is best left to the imagination. 
(Politics and Hanky-Panky? Plus ­a changeé)  
 

Marilyn Jones 

Popeôs Seat, Cirencester Park  

Viburnum x bodnantense 
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Avening Primary School  

ARENA SPOTLIGHT !  

In January the children sang, danced, Mexican-waved and shone brightly at 
the Young Voices concert at the LG Arena! Alongside Urban Strides 

international dance troop and celebrity 
Stacey Solomon, our 37 amazing stars (with 
just 6,237 other children!) entertained the 
arena with an eclectic array of songs 
ranging from popular songs from Family 
Films to Hallelujah!, and from a medley of 
folk songs of England to the childrenôs 
favourite ï a pop medley including songs by 
One Direction and Taylor Swift! Well done to 
all involved. 
 

Hereôs a report from Elsie and Ruby: 

On Wednesday the 15
th
 of January 2014 most of the KS2 went to the LG 

Arena in Birmingham. The reason why they went is because they took part in 

the biggest primary school choir in the UK, Young Voices! Young Voices 

helps support Barnardos, a charity that helps children have a better 

childhood.  

The Avening Young Voices team had lunch early, because it was an hour 

and a half long journey. Finally we got on to the coach and our excitement 

began! Mrs Rushton, our head teacher, put on the Young Voices CD and we 

had our last practice. Eventually we arrived at the LG arena. We had learnt 

all of our dance moves and words to the songs, and were confident. We 

were nervous too, of course, but we were there!!!!! 

It was a massive arena and at last we got 

our first glimpse of the stadium that we 

were going to perform in. When everyone 

was in there seats there were over 6000 

children in the Young Voices choir and 

over 30 schools! Then we started to 

rehearse all of our songs and actions that 

we learnt from Andy, the leader of the 

Urban Strides dance crew, and our 


