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Avening and Cherington! 
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Opening Times:  
Mon to Sat - Midday 
to 11.00.pm  
Sun  ï Midday to 
10.30pm 
 
Longfords  
Minchinhampton  
GL6 9AL 
Tel: 01453 832520  

'bake at home' 2in1 pies  
available to collect now! 

 

The home of the famous '2in1' pie 
Full menu served all day every day  
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For all enquiries regarding extra services in either church 
please contact the church wardens as below:-  

The Villager Magazine 
 

Editors   editors@acvillager.co.uk 
    Jane Archer, Frances Conway and Derrick Pierce 
      07812 137161 (Jane)  01453 832177 (Frances) 
    01453 835090 (Derrick) 
 

Advertising  editors@acvillager.co.uk 
    Wendy Jennings 

 

Deliveries  01453 834834 
    Cas Boddam-Whetham 
 

Deadline  20th of each month 

AVENING   

Churchwardens George Buchanan 01453 833016 

 Stephanie Hamilton 01453 834910 

PCC Secretary Lynne Mowles 07909 870544 

PCC Treasurer Peter Best 01453 835287 

Organist Colin Chambers 01666 880026 

Flower Team Gill Adams 
Doreen Pierce  

01453 833175 
01453 835090  

CHERINGTON   

Churchwardens Roger Gegg 01453 834805 

 John Bate-Williams 01666 503544 

Sacristan Beryl Milsom 01285 841248 

PCC Secretary Elizabeth Workman 01285 841294 

PCC Treasurer Paul Cable cabes50@yahoo.co.uk  

Organist Elizabeth Workman 01285 841294 

 Beryl Milsom 01285 841248 

Flower Team Elizabeth Workman 01285 841294 

READER Derrick Pierce 01453 835090 

Visit Avening church web site at :- www.aveningchurch.info  
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Christmas message 

A Christmas message from the Bishop of Gloucester,  
The Right Revôd. Michael Perham: 

  
Blessed are the peace-makers  

ñO little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lieò 
is one of the most poignant of the Christmas carols, 
because the sad truth is that Bethlehem is anything 
but peaceful, caught up in the Israeli/Palestine 
conflict, a sign of injustice and oppression.  

Praying for the peace of the Holy Land has always 
seemed to be an important part of Christmas and 
prayer for the ever smaller Christian minority in 
Palestine gradually being squeezed out. But in 2013 
it is not just the land of Christôs birth that has been 
on our television screens, but the whole North 
African and Middle East region, where the promising 

Arab spring has gone so wrong. No Happy Christmas in Syria or in Egypt 
this year.  

It would be comforting to be able to forget all about such things at Christmas. 
A comfort, but a nonsense. For the birth of Jesus is Godôs good news for the 
oppressed. Jesus really is the Prince of Peace - ruler of a kingdom that 
begins in prayerful, peace-making human hearts like yours and mine, utterly 
unlike any  

other kingdom, and which, if we will be its citizens, be a beacon of hope in a 
troubled world.  

Commitment to that would be the perfect Christmas present we could give to 
God and to Godôs world in response to Godôs giving of his Son.  

PLEASE NOTE 

All requests for weddings, baptisms or funerals MUST be 
made through the church wardens, doing this will ensure 

that the church is available.  

The relevant telephone numbers can be found on page 3 
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Welcome to the special festive December edition 
of the Villager Magazine, delivered free to every 
household in the villages of Avening, Cherington 

and Nagôs Head.  
 

The Editors would like to take this opportunity to 
thank the many people who help make this 
magazine happen every month - the writers, 
contributors, proof readers, advertisers, 

distributors and many others, and also Avening 
Parish Council who sponsor this special all 

household edition. 
 

Donôt wait until next December to read this again
- contact us if you would like to have The Villager 
delivered every month through your letterbox, for 

the bargain price of Ã5 a year.  
 

And donôt forget - this is YOUR magazine, so 
remember to tell us all your news, views and 

ideas. 
 

A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO ALL 

editors@acvillager.co.uk 
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AVENING CHURCH  

CRIB SERVICE  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come and join the shepherds and angels  as we 

prepare for Christmas day by re -telling their story 

at the crib  

 

 

The service is at 4 -00pm on 

Christmas eve 24th December  

 

 

Start your 

Christmas with us ,the shepherds 

and the angels  

 

 

 

We will be re -telling the story by 

word, action and singing  

Many thanks to everyone who helped to raise nearly Ã500 at the 
coffee morning on November 23rd which was enjoyed by all who 

joined in. 
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Photographs in The Villager Magazine 
 

Many thanks to a Cherington contributor for our cover photo. If you have a 
photo of Avening or Cherington which you would like to share with us, please 
feel free to send it to us. You never know, it might turn up on the front coveré! 

editors@acvillager.co.uk 

Church Duties in Avening  
 

Date Sides persons Chalice Sacristan 
 
Dec 1

st
         Irene/Cas Stephen Ann 

 
Dec 8

th
       Jeanie/Piers Paul Elizabeth 

 
Dec 15

th
     Stephanie/George ---- Ann 

 
Dec 22

nd
    Irene/Cas Stephen Elizabeth 

 
Dec 24

th
 Crib       Doreen 

       Midnight George/Elizabeth Derrick Ann 
 
Dec 25

th
  Stephanie/Doreen Stephen Elizabeth 

 
Dec 29

th
  Ann/Stephanie Paul Gill 

 
Jan 5

th
  Piers/Irene Derrick Ann 

 
Jan 12

th
  Cas/George Stephen Elizabeth 

 
Jan 19

th
  Jeanie/Stephanie Paul Ann 

 
Jan 26

th
  Piers/Cas Derrick Elizabeth 

 
Feb 2

nd
  Margaret/George Stephen Ann 

 
THERE WILL BE COFFEE AFTER THE SERVICE IN AVENING ON  

December 1
st
 , January 5

th
 and February 2

nd
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Day/Date/ 
Officiant at 
main service 

Time Church Service Details 

Sunday 1st  
December 

08.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCP 

 09.30 Cherington  Holy Communion BCW 

  11.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCW 

        

Sunday 8th  
December 

08.00 Avening  NO SERVICE 

 09.30 Cherington  Matins BCP 

  11.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCW               

        

Sunday 15th  
December 

08.00 Avening Holy Communion BCP 

 09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCW 

  7pm Avening Lessons and carols by  
candlelight 

        

Sunday 22nd 
December 

08.00 Avening NO SERVICE 

 11.00 Avening Holy Communion BCW 

 5.00pm Cherington Lessons and carols 

        

CHRISTMAS 
EVE 

4 pm Avening Crib Service 

 10.00pm Cherington Christmas Communion  BCW 

 11.30pm Avening Midnight Communion  BCW 

    

CHRISTMAS 
DAY 

09.30 Cherington Family Service 

 11.00 Avening Holy Communion BCW 

Services in Avening & Cherington  
December & January 
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Day/Date/ 
Officiant at 
main service 

Time Church Service Details 

Sunday 29th  
December 

08.00 Avening  NO SERVICE  

 09.30 Cherington  Holy Communion BCW 

  11.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCW 

        

Sunday 5th 
January  

08.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCP 

 09.30 Cherington  Holy Communion BCW 

  11.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCW               

        

Sunday 12th 
January 

08.00 Avening NO SERVICE 

 09.30 Cherington Matins BCP 

  11.00 Avening Holy Communion BCW 

        

Sunday 19th 
January 

08.00 Avening Holy Communion BCP 

 09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCP 

 11.00 Avening Holy Communion BCW 

        

Sunday 26th 
January 

08.00 Avening NO SERVICE 

 09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCW 

 11.00 Avening Holy Communion BCW 

    

Thursday 30th 
January 

7.00pm Avening Compline BCP 

    

Sunday 2nd 
February 

08.00 Avening Holy Communion BCP 

 09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCW 

 11.00 Avening Holy Communion BCW 

Services in Avening & Cherington  
December & January 
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 Event Day Time Where Contact 

Line Dancing Monday 7.30 - 
10.00pm 

Social Club Mel 
01453 833760 

Cherington PC 4th Tuesday  
Bi-monthly 

6.30pm Village Hall Frances  
01453767384 

Book Club First Monday 7.30pm The Bell Kristiana  
01453 836515  

Youth Club Tuesday 6.00pm - 
8.00pm 

Memorial 
Hall 

Cassie 
01453 834182 

Bell Ringing Tuesday 7.30pm - 
9.00pm 

Church Bell 
Tower 

David  
01453 882914  

Line Dancing Tuesday  7.45 - 
10.30pm  

Social Club Mel 
01453 833760 

Yoga Wednesday 7.30pm -
9.00pm 

Memorial 
Hall 

Elles 
0781 555 2952  

Over 60s Lunch 
Club 

1st Wednesday 
each month 

12.30pm Social Club Christine  
01453 833246 

Dial-a-Ride Thursday 9.30am  Liz Truman 
01666 502514  

WI  
 

2nd Thursday 
each month 

7.30pm Memorial 
Hall 

Maisie 
01453 834679 

Avening PC 3rd Thursday 
each month 

7.30pm Memorial 
Hall 

Caroline  
01285 380041 

Avening Angels  
Choir 

Sunday 
 

4-30pm Various Derrick 
01453 835090 

 

Whatõs On In Avening and Cherington 
Please let us know if we have forgotten any regular event or if there is something 

you would like to have included here. 
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HOPE FOR TOMORROW 
10
th 
Anniversary Year 

The aim of this charity, set up by Christine Mills following the death of her 
husband, was to raise enough funds to provide a mobile chemotherapy unit 
for the county of Gloucestershire. Incredibly, by the end of the year unit 
number six will have been launched, in Berkshire. This unit was on display at 
the Badminton 10K run (and 5K walk) on September 15

th
. 

 
I have never before entered any sponsored event, but when I received 
details of this event, to be held in the grounds of the Badminton estate, I 
decided to give it a go.  
 
There was a strong cold wind but the threatened rain held off. For most of 
the walk the wind was behind me or I was sheltered by trees and I was well 
wrapped up, the walk was very enjoyable. 
 
When I totalled up the amount of my sponsorship I was amazed to find a 
total of Ã266. So a very BIG thank you to all of my sponsors. 

Beryl Milsom 
 
Apologies to Beryl for missing this article from the November edition - Eds 

Runners before the start of the cross country 
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Our first Messy Church was held on Sunday 
November 24th in Avening Church, following a 
time of worship when several of the youngsters 
led us in singing the hymn ôHeôs got the whole 
world in his handsô, adults and children shared 
afternoon tea with messy chocolate cake,  
while making Christmas cards and doves. 

 
 
Next Messy church will be 
on Sunday January 26th at 
3-30 pm when we will be 
looking forward to 
Candlemas (Could that 
involve making candles?) 
 
Canôt wait that long! Join us 
at the crib service on 
December 24th . We are 
currently looking for 
members of the cast, 
Angels, Shepherds, Mary, 
Joseph, Kings etc. 

 
 
More Details from Elizabeth on 
833016 or Doreen on 835090 
 

Help is at hand with various craft projects 
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AVENING CHURCH  
Childrenõs Christmas party 

 

All children aged up to 11years are invited to a 
Christmas party in Avening Church  

on Sunday December 8 th  , from 3pm to 5pm  
 

We have already invited Father Christmas but he 
would like to know who is coming so that a gift for 

each child can be arranged.  
 

To let us know telephone, Elizabeth on 833016, 
Doreen on 835090  

or email derrick.pierce@hotmail.com  
 

Please bring a plate of food to share  

Web pageðwww.casbw.co.uk  
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Roll of Honour Update 

No. 26 

George Hill 

Private: 2nd Battalion, Seaforth Highlanders 

 

Those of you with long memories, will recall that in the July 2010 edition of The 
Villager, I wrote about George Hill, who died in May 1918. 
 
Typically, George had his share of small inconsistencies in his history.  Always 
given the name George, even by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, 
his full name was actually George Hibbard Hill. Born around 1894, no mention 
of him is made in our church records although he may well have been brought 
up as a Baptist.  His father, James, came from Bath and his mother Elizabeth 
was born at Wootton.  The family settled in Star Lane in about 1877, but had 
moved to Mays Lane in time for the 1891 census.  George was then seven by 
which time his mother had died.  James remarried before the next census of 
1901 and George was still living in the family home and was, by that time, 
working as a mattress maker at Oakham Mill, Nailsworth.   
  
He married in the Spring of 1911 at Cricklewood, North London, with a daughter 
being born two years later. 
 
We are unsure when he enlisted in the Seaforth Highlanders although he may 
well have been conscripted and posted to whatever unit most needed men.     
He found himself facing the German Army at the time of the enemy's last big 
push which started in March 1918.  He was one of two men manning a Lewis 
Gun, he firing the weapon and his comrade being the ammunition carrier and 
loader.   As the Germans advanced, George lost contact with his colleague and 
other members of his section but continued the fight on. 
 
He was wounded and lay in the field being tended to by the advancing enemy 
troops.  Whilst lying there, the British counter-attacked and three days later he 
was found and taken back to a field dressing station.   It was too late to save 
him and he died on the 3

rd
 of May 1918. 

 
Thanks to Ann Brick and her subscription to www.findmypast.co.uk it can now 
be confirmed that he was, as suspected, awarded the Distinguished Conduct 
Medal (DCM) and the citation reads: 
 
ñFor conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty.  As Lewis gunner he fought his 
gun in an exposed position.  He poured drum after drum into the enemy, who 

http://www.findmypast.co.uk/
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overwhelmed his team.  After lying wounded, he escaped from the enemy in the 
darkò. 
 
This is not quite consistent with press reports in Stroud which explained that he 
had lain on the battle field until the British counter-attack.  The local newspapers 
also gave his medal award as the Military Medal (MM). The Seaforth 
Highlander's archives can find no record of the MM being awarded but 
confirmed a DCM to G H Hill of Cricklewood. 
 
Confusion continued in Avening when it came to the War Memorial tablets in 
our church. 
 
His entry can be seen as George M M Hill, although, as an excuse, he had 
been away from the village for ten years!!   He carried Avening's highest award 
in the village for WW1. 
 
Lest we forget. 

 
Fred Vening.      

 A Lewis Gun in action in France 1918.  



16 

 

Hazel Redding recently came across a predecessor of the Villager magazine 
in a junk shop in Tetbury, where she now lives - the special 900 year 
anniversary of Holy Cross Church edition. She very kindly donated it to the 
Church archives. 

 
It is not quite the same as this magazine, as it is 
basically a generic nationwide church magazine 
with the typed bits for Avening stapled inside the 
front pages. The 
front cover, 
reproduced here, 
shows ladies from 
the WRVS handing 
out teas 
somewhere in 
London, but the 
sticker on the top is 
about Avening. 
 

The first page has a rather brief Easter message to the Villages from the 
Rector, and then we discover that things havenôt changed hugely in Avening 
and Cherington, with a very familiar list of church services and events  -  
although a lot more tea seems to have been drunk. Whit Sunday (25th May 
1980) saw a service for everyone baptised in the church during the 
preceding 25 years, followed by tea in the Rectory Garden.  

 
The next editions of 
The Villager will have 
a few more highlights 
from this fascinating 
document. 
 
We would very much 
like to thanks Hazel 
for her interest and 
kindness in sending 
us this magazine 
 
 

 

From the Archives  
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CHERINGTON BELLS 
 

On the 15
th
 and 16

th
 November, the bells were rung by two different groups. 

 
On the Friday, Andrew Wood and his team, from the Cirencester area, came 
to practise a new method.   They have done this for several years, preferring 
mistakes in the early stages to be made in Cherington, rather than Cirences-
ter.   They usually practise for up to one and half hours;  the cut-off point be-
ing 9.0pm, when all ringing must cease. 
 
On Saturday a group, led by Darren Ricks came from the Swindon area.   
This was their first visit to Cherington.   Incredibly, they rang for two and a half 
hours, non-stop, using twelve different methods. 
 
Our bells have never known such a weekend.   The air was so clear and still 
that you could hear the bells at the top end of the village.  It was a very rare, 
but welcome occurrence. 
 
As our bells are not now rung on a weekly basis, we welcome visiting groups. 
 

Beryl Milsom    
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The Church looks lovely when it is lit up at night. 

If you would like to have this in memory of a loved one, or to celebrate a 
special event, contact 

Paul Brown 
01453 835 983 

The cost is Ã5.00 for 2 hours 

Church Floodlighting 
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Rural Cinema Comes to Avening in 2014!  

A short while ago, at a book club meeting, one of our members, 
Tessa, who lives in Chalford, told us about the rural cinema 
scheme.  We all thought it would be lovely to include Avening on 
this circuit.   

The Rural Cinema project has been devised to provide rural communities 
with the opportunity to access quality entertainment without having to travel 
to larger towns; it is also a fraction of the cost. Films are chosen in 
collaboration with all participating venues. As an example the last two films 
on the circuit were: The Great Gatsby and Behind the Candelabra.  Any 
additional proceeds will go to charity. We hope that this will be a success, 
please spread the word. As with anything in a small village we need the 
support to keep it going.  

The event will be held at Avening Social Club at 7.30 pm every month 
thanks to the generosity and community spirit of Derrick Ind.  Admission will 
be Ã4.00.  The dates are as follows: 

Jan: Wed 15
th
; February: no showing; March: Fri 21

st
; April: Wed 16

th
; May: 

Wed 21
st
; June: Wed 18

th
; July: Wed 16

th
, August: no showing, Sept: Wed 

17
th
; Oct: Fri 17

th
; Nov:  Fri 21

st
; Dec: Wed 17

th
.  

 

Our first film in January will be:  

BLUE JASMINE (2013)  

Cert: 12A ï Run time: 1 hr. 38 min. 

Rotten Tomatoes audience rating: 83% 

Cast & Crew  

Alec Baldwin, Cate Blanchett, Louis C.K., Bobby 
Cannavale, Andrew Dice Clay, Sally Hawkins, Peter Sarsgaard, Michael 
Stuhlbarg  

Director: Woody Allen 

Jasmine French used to be on the top of the heap as a New York socialite, 
but now is returning to her estranged sister in San Francisco utterly ruined. 
As Jasmine struggles with her haunting memories of a privileged past 
bearing dark realities she ignored, she tries to recover in her present. 
Unfortunately, it all proves a losing battle as Jasmine's narcissistic hang-ups 
and their consequences begin to overwhelm her. In doing so, her old 
pretensions and new deceits begin to foul up everyone's lives, especially her 
own. 

 Clare Williamson, Alex Walford & Kristiana Maseyk 
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Angels at the Bell 
 
 

Avening Angels community choir will be 
singing Christmas carols and songs at the 
Bell  Inn 

 
During the evening of Wednesday 

December 18th  
 

Do come and join us  from about 7-30pm  


