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Opening Times:  
Mon to Sat - Midday 
to 11.00.pm  
Sun  ï Midday to 
10.30pm 
 
Longfords  
Minchinhampton  
GL6 9AL 
Tel: 01453 832520  

'bake at home' 2in1 pies  
available to collect now! 

 

The home of the famous '2in1' pie 
Full menu served all day every day  
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For all enquiries regarding extra services in either church 
please contact the church wardens as below:-  

The Villager Magazine 
 

Editors   editors@acvillager.co.uk 
    Jane Archer, Frances Conway and Derrick Pierce 
       07812 137161 (Jane)    01453 832177 (Frances) 
    01453 835090 (Derrick) 
 

Advertising  editors@acvillager.co.uk 
    Wendy Jennings 

 

Deliveries  01453 834834 
    Cas Boddam-Whetham 
 

Deadline  20th of each month 

AVENING   

Churchwardens George Buchanan 01453 833016 

 Stephanie Hamilton 01453 834910 

PCC Secretary Ann Buxton 01453 836342 

PCC Treasurer Peter Best 01453 835287 

Organist Colin Chambers 01666 880026 

Flower Team Gill Adams 
Doreen Pierce  

01453 833175 
01453 835090  

CHERINGTON   

Churchwardens Roger Gegg 01453 834805 

 John Bate-Williams 01666 503544 

Sacristan Beryl Milsom 01285 841248 

PCC Secretary Elizabeth Workman 01285 841294 

PCC Treasurer Paul Cable cabes50@yahoo.co.uk  

Organist Elizabeth Workman 01285 841294 

 Beryl Milsom 01285 841248 

Flower Team Elizabeth Workman 01285 841294 

Licensed Lay minister 
(READER) 

Derrick Pierce 01453 835090 
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The Parish Letter  

Photographs in The Villager Magazine 
 

Many thanks to Tony Slater for our cover photo. If you have a photo of 
Avening or Cherington which you would like to share with us, please feel free 
to send it to us. You never know, it might turn up on the front coveré! 

editors@acvillager.co.uk 

After the great celebrations of Easter, especially in our parishes of Avening 
and Cherington, with the retirement of our long serving Parish priest, Rev. 
Celia, it seems to me that the celebration of the Ascension of Jesus to the 
heavens above, on May 9

th
, is a good time to be making a new start. 

To Jesus that ascension was not the end of His life here on earth, it was the 
beginning of something new.   A few weeks ago my six year old grandson 
asked me if Jesus was still alive.  Well, there is only one answer to that: ñof 
course He isò. So then follows the next question, ñWhere is He then, and 
how can He live for 2000 years?ò  The only explanation that I can think of 
that a six year old might understand is the story of the caterpillar dying and 
turning into a beautiful butterfly. 

That butterfly is the beginning of a new phase of life, just as Jesus started a 
new phase of his life at the time of his Ascension, building on what had 
already been started at Christmas, Good Friday and Easter Sunday. It is now 
a time in our Parishes when we must look forward to the future and build on 
what has been started.   This surely is the greatest tribute that we can offer 
to Rev. Celia in her retirement. 

One of the things that Rev. Celia has always been very good at is visiting the 
sick, whether at home or in hospital and the Churchwardens and I are very 
keen that this should continue.   Unfortunately my lines of communication 
are not as good as Rev. Celiaôs, so I would ask that if any of you know of 
people, who would like a visit, Home Communion or are in need of our 
prayers, please make sure that we are made aware of them so that we can 
follow up on any visits that you will have already made.  

Derrick Pierce (Benefice Reader) 

 

I can be contacted by telephone: 01453 835090 or mobile 07762702982 
by email,:derrick.pierce@hotmail.com  
or at home: 70 Sandford Leaze 
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The Church looks lovely when it is lit up at night. 

If you would like to have this in memory of a loved one, or to celebrate a 
special event, contact 

Paul Brown 
01453 835 983 

The cost is Ã5.00 for 2 hours 

Church 

Floodlighting 

 

ASCENSION DAY 
 

THURSDAY 9TH MAY 
 

THERE WILL BE A SERVICE IN AVENING CHURCH  
AT 7-00 pm.  

FOLLOWING THE ORDER OF COMPLINE 
 

THIS IS A SERVICE OF QUIETNESS AND REFLECTION FOR THE END 
OF THE DAY 

DOGS IN THE CHURCHYARD 
 

A REQUEST FROM THE PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

PLEASE KEEP DOGS ON A LEAD WHEN IN THE CHURCHYARD 
AND CLEAR UP ANY DEPOSITS THAT MAY HAVE BEEN DROPPED  

 
IT IS MOST DISTRESSING FOR PEOPLE VISITING GRAVES TO FIND 

THAT THEY HAVE BEEN USED AS DOGGIE TOILETS AND 
IT IS MOST UNPLEASANT FOR THE TEAM WHO MOW THE 

CHURCHYARD REGULARLY TO FIND DOG MESS ALL OVER THEIR 
TOOLS 
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Services in Avening and Cherington   

 

Day/Date/ 
Officiant at main 

service 

Time Church Service Details 

Sunday 5th May 
Fifth of Easter 

08.00  Avening Holy Communion BCP 

Rev. J. Willard 09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCW 

 11.00 Avening Holy Communion BCW & Sunday 
school  

    

Thursday 9th May 
Ascension Day 

7.00pm Avening Evening Prayer 

        

Sunday 12th May   
Sixth of Easter 

08.00 Avening NO SERVICE 

Rev. Maslen 09.30 Cherington Matins BCP 

  11.00 Avening Holy Communion and Sunday 
School. 

        

Sunday 19th May 
Whit Sunday 

08.00 Avening Holy Communion BCP 

Rev. Maslen 09.30 Cherington 

  
Holy Communion BCP 

  11.00 

  
Avening 

  
Holy Communion BCW & Sunday 
School 

        

Sunday 26th May  
Trinity Sunday 

08.00 Avening NO SERVICE 

Rev. J. Martin 09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCW 

  11.00 Avening Holy Communion BCW & Sunday 
School 

    

Sunday 2nd June 08.00 Avening Holy Communion BCP 

 9.30 Cherington Holy communion BCW 

 AVENING CHURCH FETE 
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Date Sides persons Chalice Sacristan 
 
May 5

th
   Margaret / Cas Stephen Ann 

 
May 12

th
   Piers/Stephanie Paul Ann 

 
May 19

th
   Cas/Jeanie Derrick Ann 

 
May 26

th
   Margaret/George Hamish Elizabeth 

 
June 2

nd
    FETE ONLY 8.00am SERVICE IN AVENING 

 
 

There will be coffee after the service in Avening on 5th May  

 

Church Duties in Avening  
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 Event Day Time Where Contact 

Line Dancing Monday 7.30 - 
10.00pm 

Social Club Mel 
01453 833760 

Line Dancing Tuesday 7.45-
10.30pm. 

Social Club Mel 
01453  

Cherington PC 4th Monday each 
month 

6.30pm Village Hall Sam  
01285 885334 

Book Club First Monday 7.30pm The Bell Kristiana  
01453 836515  

Youth Club Tuesday 6.00pm - 
8.00pm 

Memorial 
Hall 

Cassie 
01453 834182 

Line Dancing Tuesday  7.45  - 
10.30pm  

Social Club Mel 
01453 833760 

Yoga Wednesday 7.30pm -
9.00pm 

Memorial 
Hall 

Elles 
0781 555 2952  

Over 60s Lunch 
Club 

1st Wednesday 
each month 

12.30pm Social Club Christine  
01453 833246 

WI  
 

2nd Thursday 
each month 

7.30pm Memorial 
Hall 

Maisie 
01453 834679 

Avening PC 3rd Thursday 
each month 

7.30pm Memorial 
Hall 

Caroline  
01285 380041 

Folk Club Thursday 8.15pm Cross Inn Chris 
01453 450 010  

Quiz Nights 1st /3rd Saturday 
each month 

7.30pm Cross Inn Rob 
08444 123 100 

Almost Angels  
Choir 

tba 
 

  Derrick 
01453 835090 

 

Whatõs On In Avening and Cherington 
Please let us know if we have forgotten any regular event or if there is something 

you would like to have included here. 
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PLEASE NOTE 

All  requests for weddings, baptisms or funerals MUST be made 
through the church wardens, doing this will ensure that the church is 

available.  

The relevant telephone numbers can be found on page 3 

Goodbye to Stuart! 

Easter Sunday 2013 was a 
momentous and sad day for 
Avening, Not only was it Rev. 
Celiaôs last service as the 
Parish priest, it was also Stuart 
Walkleyôs final appearance as 
Aveningôs organist, as he pulled 
out all the stops (literally!) for 
the last time, having played 
here for eighteen years. 
 
Being the modest man he is, 
Stuart deliberately asked for no 
fuss to be made over his 
departure, but Iôm sure the 
whole village would like to join 

the PPC in thanking him for his years of dedication, leadership and 
musicianship. Stuart is a superb musician; an excellent organist and also a 
fantastic singer - who will quickly forget his beautiful and heartfelt rendition of 
óWhere you there when they crucified my Lordô during the Easter service. He 
has also been key to the organisation of many of the wonderful services in 
Holy Cross Church, particularly the Christmas Services of Nine Lessons and 
Carols, the Crib Service and the beautiful and prayerful Good Friday 
Tenebrae Service. 
 
He will be sadly missed, especially by the less than Angelic members of the 
choir, who have enjoyed every minute of his rehearsals. We marvelled at the 
way he managed to extract some passably musical sounds out of his motley 
crew, (often by singing every part himself, from the low bass to the highest 
notes of the sopranos), and basked in his fulsome praise after each 
performance (ñWell, I think we got away with it - did you spot anyone 
grimacing?ò) 
 
So thank you, Stuart, for everything you have done for Avening - and a warm 
welcome to Colin and Theo, who will together be taking over the task of 
Avening organist (yes, it took two to replace you, Stuart!) 
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A Letter from Rev. Celia 

What a truly wonderful day and how better can anyone celebrate Easter and 
my last official Sunday Service than with so many of us crowding into the 
Church to sing the Easter Hymns and to receive the Holy Sacrament 
together?  It was beyond my wildest dreams!  All thatéé.. and then the 
village party to beat all others in the beautiful surroundings of Avening Court! 

Thank you so very much to everybody who made the day possible and gave 
so generously with their time and energy in getting everything ready.  Also 
for all that was donatedé éthe venue, the tents, the Hog Roast, the Two 
Jims and more.  The hugely generous collection in Church not only covered 
the minimal expenses incurred but also gave a large donation of over Ã500 
each to both the church and Hop Skip and Jump. 

I shall always treasure the many cards and presents which I have received, 
along with the beautiful book of photographs which will remind me of so 
many occasions of both Church and Village events that we have all shared 
over the years.  The presentation of the amazing cheque that I was given 
can never be thanked for enough.  I cannot get over how kind everyone has 
been.  It is overwhelming. 

I now look forward to welcoming with you, the new priest in charge when 
appointed, and in the meantime, I am around and easily contactable. I am 
authorised to take Weddings, Funerals and Baptisms until the new person 
arrives. 

Thank you all again and again, 

With  Godôs Blessing, 

Rev Celia 
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Avening Church Music 

A Brief History 

Legend has it that before the mid 1850's, music in the church was provided 
by a Flute, Clarinet, Violin and Cello. Prior to that, music was only available 
from the human voice. We do not know who these later musicians were. 

In 1860, Mr Robert Walker, who rented Avening Court from the Playne family, 
presented to the church a harmonium costing Ã30. Mr Walker, described in 
the 1861 census as a Landed Proprietor and Holder was born in London 
around 1782 and died on the 16

th
 of March 1866. His daughter, Mrs Jane 

Rawlinson was, for many years, choir mistress and organist in Avening. 

After about ten years, the harmonium was decreed insufficient and the two 
Sunday School teachers, Miss Annie Cox and Miss Rhoda Coates undertook 
to raise funds for a better instrument. Assisted by Mr John Davies, who had 
lately moved into the Old Rectory, they raised Ã60 in house to house 
collections and a new organ was installed around 1875. 

This was a wind-driven instrument and had to be hand-pumped, usually by 
younger boys from the congregation. A tube containing a float gave indication 
as to when more pressure was required. It was installed across the entrance 

to the South Transept and the 
space behind it used for a church 
museum. 

The Company in charge of the 
building of the organ was Liddiatt 
and Sons of Leonard Stanley. 
They bought in the necessary 
parts required from a Company in 
Belgium. In 1901 Liddiatts were 
asked to refurbish the organ.  

Sometime in the early 1950's, 
George Osmond and Co. of 
Taunton was invited to carry out 
further improvements, one of 
which was to replace the hand-
operated bellow pump with an 
electrically driven one. Exit left 
the need for the choir's younger 
member operators!!  
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Those later pumpers included Jim Hill, Jim Parsons, Don Hopes and Riley 
Vincent. 

The later organists were Alfred Morris, the schools headmaster, Roy 
Cudmore, Jack Harvey and the last, Stuart Walkley. 

In early 1997, the question of a replacement organ was raised during a 
PCC meeting when, following an inspection by a diocesan adviser, it was 
declared that our old friend was wrongly positioned and now difficult to 
maintain. Funds were limited at the time, with major modifications being 
under way to the Brydges Aisle and further expenditure anticipated for the 
Millennium Cross and it wasn't until 2001 that discussions were reopened in 
the PCC meetings. 

Over the coming months, these discussions continued including a trial of a 
new digital organ, with an eventual acceptance that Avening church would 
lose a much-valued old friend but it would be replaced by a modern 
electronic instrument. This was installed at the west end of the nave in mid-
2002, with speakers placed strategically to bring the sound to every part of 
the church.  

More discussions followed concerning the fate of the organ pipes and, in 
the end, these were bought by the parishioners as mementoes of ódays of 
yoreô. It would be interesting to learn what people did with these pipes. Are 
they now a talking point, on display or are they mostly deep in many 
Avening attics? 

Fred Venning 

SITUATIONS VACANT 

An opportunity has arisen for an 

UNPAID LIGHT LABOURER 

to assist the 

AVENING CHURCH GRAVE MAINTENANCE TEAM 
 

The team, currently made up of one gentleman and three ladies (all of mature 

years), seeks energetic, youthful assistance with shovel and wheelbarrow skills. 

The applicant should be aged at least 14 or above (parental guidance expected) 

and will be required on alternate Saturday mornings from 10.30am until noon. 

Feeling moved to join this group? 

Contact Fred Vening on 01285 850624 
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Avening Primary School  

 

THE óAPPRENTICEô COMES TO AVENING! 

 

Whilst you could never compare her to Sir Alan Sugar, Avening Primary 
School headteacher Jane Rushton has had a taste of what itôs like to be on 
TV show The Apprentice during April. 
 
The Hawks class (Year 3 and 4) ventured into the world of business with 
the aim of raising funds for the school and the Friends of Avening School 
(FOAS).  The óEnterpriseô project has seen the pupils apply several 
elements of their curriculum learning to the development of a business 
plan.   

 
Hawks class teacher Mark 
Wilkinson says:  "This 
project will be a fantastic 
opportunity for the children 
to put their learning in all 
areas of the curriculum into 
practice. They are 
continually building on their 
previous knowledge and 
want to learn new skills to 
help them solve the many 
challenges of running a 
business." 
 

The plan was presented to Mrs Rushton through a video and powerpoint 
production involving all the pupils in that class.  Its goal was to secure a 
loan to buy seeds to grow vegetables and herbs to sell at the FOAS 
summer fair in July.  The plan contained all the key elements: 
 

- Aims (to raise funds for school/FOAS) 

- Vision (to grow herbs and vegetables in time to sell them at the 
FOAS fair in July) 

- Health and Safety (eg always have an adult present when gardening) 

- Market Research (questionnaire sent home via all pupils) 

- Customers (the school cook, and various staff members) 
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- Competitors (Tesco, Bramleys etc) 

- óOur edgeô (we are local ï you know where the products are coming 
from) 

- Sales and marketing (posters) 

- Finance (loan from Mrs Rushton/ getting pricing right) 

- Risks (the weather) 
 
The class were successful in their bid for a business loan and have been 
busy propagating the seeds in the school garden.  Mrs Rushton commented: 
 
ñThe Hawks have really impressed me with their teamwork and multimedia 
presentation.  I am sure we have some budding entrepreneurs among them 
and I look forward to seeing how their óbusinessô develops.ò 
 
Two of the pupils commented: 

"Business can be quite hard. It is a lot of work." - Olivia 
  
"On the 13th of July the Hawks are making a Healthy Hawks Vegetable stall 
for the summer fete. We are raising money for FOAS. I am looking forward 
to selling all of the vegetables we have grown."  - Greta.  

  
 
 
WATCH OUT FOR MORE 
INFORMATION ABOUT 
THE FOAS SUMMER FAIR 
AND DO COME ALONG TO 
SEE THE HAWKS CLASS 
BUSINESS GROW. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
If you are interested in finding out more about our school please take a 
regular look at our website (www.avening.gloucs.sch.uk) which is 

updated often.  In particular take a  look at the interesting introduction 
to all our staff ï with pictures courtesy of the children! 
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Grill Nights - Saturday 4th & 18th May 
 

Two main courses meals plus a bottle of house wine 

Á 8oz Sirloin Steak 

Á 10oz Rump Steak 

Á Butterfly Cajun Chicken Breast 

Á Shell-on King Prawns in garlic butter 

All served with dressed salad, roasted tomato & fries  

Ã26.95 
  

 

Bank Holidays - 6th & 27th May 

Open 12- 5pm 

Food served 12-4pm 

 

Every Sunday - Lunches 12-4pm 

Come and enjoy our popular Sunday Roast Dinner 

1 course Ã 8.95 

2 courses  Ã11.95 

3 courses  Ã14.95 

 

Food Served Daily 

Traditional pub favourites & flavours from around the world. 

Tuesday - Friday 5 - 9pm 

Saturday 12 - 2.30  & 5 - 9pm 

 

The Cross Inn 

At the heart of Avening 

info@crossinnavening.co.uk 

01453 56 97 56 
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YOU EAT THE CAKE. WE GAIN THE POUNDS! 

With Spring still around the corner why not start thinking ahead to Summer 
and celebrate the warmer weather by organising a Blooming Great Tea 

Party with friends and family all for a great cause.  

This year we need your help to make the Blooming Great Tea Party bigger 
and better in Gloucestershire! Get together with family and friends at 

home, or get your colleagues involved and tuck into your favourite slice of 
cake and raise the much needed funds for Marie Curie Nurses in 

Gloucestershire. From a tea party fit for a queen to a competition bake 
sale at work it doesn't matter how you get involved, just eat cake! 

You can hold your tea party at any point in June or July.  

It really couldn't be simpler... 

Register today and receive your free fundraising pack complete with 
balloons and invitations and get scoffing!! 

Concert by Wycliffe Choral Society and Orchestra 

Sunday 19th May. 

éé. 

Vivaldiôs Gloria, óSummerô from The Four Seasons 

Handelôs Zadok the Priest and The King shall rejoice 

Schubertôs Mass in G. 

éé. 

Soloists: George Ewart (violin), Mary Morgan (soprano), Anne Braley (mezzo-

soprano), Roland Kitchen (tenor) and Andrew Hopwood (bass) 

Conductor: Christopher Swain 

éé 

The Chapel, Wycliffe College, Stonehouse, GL10 2AF ï 7.30pm. 

Tickets Ã10.00 (U18ôs Ã2.00) from Stroud Tourist information Tel 01453 760960, 

online at www.wycliffechoralsociety.org or at the door. 
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Avening Village Store and Post 
Office 

 
The shop is run by Karen, Graham and Jo, 
and here are a few things you may not know! 

 
We stock lots of sweets and bottles of wine, 

cooking sauces and chutneys which are mighty fine. 
  

Toilet paper, kitchen rolls and tins of beans, 
coffee and tea bags and lots more for your everyday needs. 

  
Boxes of chocolates for that special occasion, 

or just to have during your favourite television programme. 
  

Our wine stock is growing with more each week, 
so come have a look, your favourite you may seek. 

  
Dog and cat food, and treats for them too, 
and even some bags to pick up their poo. 

 
 Hot Tea and coffee to take as you go, 

Hot pies and pasties, but watch your waist grow. 
 

We have washing powder and cleaning products galore 
for cleaning your windows right down to the floor. 

 
 In the post office you can get a stamp, 

or maybe send a parcel to relatives in a faraway camp. 
 

 Come pick up some Euros for that holiday 
pending, 

so that u can relax and not watch The spending. 
 

 Get a new fishing licence or top up your phone, 
maybe for your children so that they can ring  

home. 
 

 Whatever you need we will be happy to oblige so  
pop in and see us  Love Karen, Graham and Jo. 
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Photos from  Rev. Celiaôs party on Easter Sunday  

Our thanks to Liz Bury and Tony Slater for these photos 
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The Duck Races ARE 
BACK TO JUNE IN 2013  

 

Get your "Duck for all Races" early as 
sold out in 2012! 

  

Just Ã20 allows you to own and name one duck in each of the 
races on at the  

Avening Church Fete  

Sunday June 2nd, 2013. 
No Olympics this year but you can still get all the thrills of the chase by 

entering your own Duck 

Numbers are limited, so to secure your duck, please call Andrew & Nicky 
Young on 01453 886750.  
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AVENING FETE FUN DOG SHOW 

THE DOG SHOW WILL BE 
BACK AGAIN THIS YEAR 
AT THE AVENING CHURCH 

FETE 
IN THE GARDEN OF THE 

OLD RECTORY 
 60 High Street 
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Would you like to try a game of Bowls at Nailsworth 

Bowls Club? 

We are a friendly bunch ï all equipment provided with 

full tuition from experienced players. Other than wearing 

flat shoes, there are no dress restrictions. Please come 

along to our Open Evenings every Friday in May and 

June. These taster sessions are completely free. 

We look forward to seeing you between 6.30 and 7.00 pm. 

If you would like more information please phone Bob 

Jennings on 01453 832881. 

 

New Faces at The Cross! 

A very warm welcome to Val and Mac, the new landlords of the 
Cross, who come to Avening after a few years living in Portugal. 

Lots of nice Portuguese recipes on the menu, then? 


