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Opening Times:  
Mon to Sat - Midday 
to 11.00.pm  
Sun  ï Midday to 
10.30pm 
 
Longfords  
Minchinhampton  
GL6 9AL 
Tel: 01453 832520  

'bake at home' 2in1 pies  
available to collect now! 

 

The home of the famous '2in1' pie 
Full menu served all day every day  



3 

 

Parish Priest:    The Reverend Celia Carter  
Tel: 01453 832 716         Fax: 01453 834 885 

The Villager Magazine 
 

Editors   editors@acvillager.co.uk 
    Jane Archer, Frances Conway and Derrick Pierce 
       07812 137161 (Jane)    01453 832177 (Frances) 
    01453 835090 (Derrick) 
 

Advertising  editors@acvillager.co.uk 
    Wendy Jennings 

 

Deliveries  01453 834 834 
    Cas Boddam-Whetham 
 

Deadline  20th of each month 

AVENING   

Churchwardens George Buchanan 01453  833 016 

 Stephanie Hamilton 01453  834 910 

PCC Secretary Ann Buxton 01453 836342 

PCC Treasurer Peter Best 01453 835 287 

Organist Stuart Walkley 01453 757 784 

Flower Team Gill Adams 
Doreen Pierce  

01453833175 
01453835090  

CHERINGTON   

Churchwardens Roger Gegg 01453 834 805 

 John Bate-Williams 01666 503 544 

Sacristan Beryl Milsom 01285 841 248 

PCC Secretary Elizabeth Workman 01285 841 294 

PCC Treasurer Robert Riddington   

Organist Elizabeth Workman 01285 841 294 

 Beryl Milsom 01285 841 248 

Flower Team Elizabeth Workman 01285 841 294 

Reader licenced to 
Avening and Cherington  

Derrick Pierce 01453 835 090 



4 

 

 

The Parish Letter  

Most priests have, at one time or other, been teasingly challenged with the 
story of Jesus turning water into wine at the wedding in Cana - and what a 
story it is - illustrating the glorious generosity of God reflected in His Son!  
 
It was as though Jesus was unable to stop himself acting as He did, when He 
became aware of the hostôs distress that the wine was running out.  Jesus 
was at first reluctant to respond to his mother.. reluctant to play the part of 
the magician, but when he saw that the family were to be agonisingly 
embarrassed by the shortage of wine - as such apparent lack of generous 
hospitality in a Jewish community is considered deeply shaming, Jesus could 
not help but respond. And what a response it was;  not just a few discreet 
flagons of second rate supermarket plonk;  but gallons and gallons of the 
most excellent vintage wine.  I love the abandonment of all human reticence 
and caution that Jesus displays.  There must have been enough for the 
entire village to ñpartyò and this of course is what Jesus intended; to include 
everyone in the celebration.  God gives with no restraint, but with all the 
freedom of creativity and infinite resources. He appears to delight in glorious 
generosity.  We see it our own lives and we see it all around us and this is 
the generosity we should reflect as Christians; a generosity of self-giving, of 
time, energy and inclusiveness. 
 
To reflect on the generosity within Creation:  think of the sea with its 
seemingly limitless life; shoalôs of fish in their millions of every size and 
colour;  numbers increasing inversely to size so that the tiniest of creatures 
are numberless. Think of the generous scattering of wild flowers on a hillside 
and a myriad of coloured leaves in the Autumn.  In a month or two the fields 
around us will be glorious with an abundance of buttercups;  a stunning 
yellow carpeting of the hillsides. There will be the hundreds and thousands of 
bluebells transforming the woodland floor and heralding the Spring.  The 
sheer extravagance of Godôs Creation makes one laugh in delight.  He 
creates and recreates for the sheer joy of a moment of great beauty. 
 
We should look with shame of how we readily plunder the riches of Godôs 
Creation over-harvesting the land and the seas, careless of the needs of 
others. How we destroy the rainforests for quick profit heedless of the 
consequences.  How we upset the fine balance of climate inviting Global 
calamity by refusing to moderate our way of life.  I donôt need to go on.  You 
know it all - but we are beginning, at last, to be conscious of what is 
happening.  
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Photographs in The Villager Magazine 
Many thanks to Tony Slater for this monthôs cover photo (and 

Percy Bysshe Shelley for the quote) 
 

If you have a photo of Avening or Cherington which you would like to share 
with us, please feel free to send it to us. You never know, it might turn up 

on the front coveré! 

editors@acvillager.co.uk 

And yet we are made in the image of God.  We are not naturally destructive 
or greedy.  We should look to reflect in our lives the qualities that Jesus 
reflected in His.  We, too, can be gloriously generous with our time and 
energy, with our loving and giving.   We can experience with those at Cana 
óthe wedding feast of Heavenô living as generously as God intended us to do. 
 
We bring nothing into this world and we take nothing out.  What we have, is 
given to us, through grace, so let us willingly and lovingly share it during our 
time on Earth.   

Rev. Celia 

NEW CHURCH ELECTORAL ROLL  

Under the Church Representation Rules a new Church Electoral Roll is to 
be prepared this year.   This means that everyone who wishes to have 
their name entered on the new Roll, whether their name is entered on the 

present Roll or not, is asked to apply for enrolment. 

A notice about this will be put up very soon in the Church porch.  Applica-
tion forms will be put at the back of the Church or alternatively they can 

be obtained from the Church Electoral Roll Officer: 

FRANCES CONWAY       Tel. 01453 832 177  

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL 2012 

Bob and Kim Pittam would like to send special thanks to John Green for all 
his help and a big thank-you to all collectors and collection points for their 
assistance in raising the magnificent sum of : 

Ã1,070.46 

KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK! 

Please donôt forget all wreaths need to be ordered in September 
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Services in Avening and Cherington February  

Sunday 

3rd February 

2nd Sunday 

Before Lent  

08.00 

09.30 

11.00 

Avening 

Cherington 

Avening 

Holy Communion BCP 

Holy Communion BCW 

Holy Communion BCW &  

Sunday 
    

Sunday10th 
February 

Sunday next 

before Lent 

 

Ash 

Wednesday 

13thFebruary 

08.00 

09.30 

11.00 

 

 

7.0pm 

 

Avening 

Cherington 

Avening 

 

 

Avening 

NO SERVICE 

Matins 

Holy Communion BCW &  

Sunday 

School 

Holy Communion - shared  

benefice Service - Avening and 
Cherington 

    

Sunday 17th 

February 

1st Sunday in 

Lent 

08.00 

09.30 

11.00 

Avening 

Cherington 

Avening 

Holy Communion BCP 

Holy Communion BCP 

Holy Communion BCW & Sun-
day 

    

Friday 22nd Feb 3.30 pm Avening Evening prayer B C P  

    
Sunday 24th 

February 

2nd Sunday in 
Lent 

08.00 

09.30 

11.00 

Avening 

Cherington 

Avening 

NO SERVICE 

Holy Communion BCW 

Holy Communion BCW &  

Sunday 
    

FRIDAY 1st Mar 3.30 pm Avening Evening Prayer B C P 

    
Sunday 

3rd March 

08.00 

09.30 

11.00 

Avening 

Cherington 

Avening 

Holy Communion BCP 

Holy Communion BCW 

Holy Communion BCW &  

Sunday 
    

There will be coffee after the service in Avening on 3rd February and 
3rd March 

ON THE FOLLOWING FRIDAYS DURING LENT THERE WILL BE A 
SERVICE OF EVENING PRAYER AT 3.30 pm.  

Feb. 22nd Mar. 1st, 8th & 22nd 
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EASTER SUNDAY  

 

On Easter Day, following Rev. Celiaôs last services as Priest-in-
charge, celebrating the Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
EVERYONE is invited to ópartyô on the Playing Fields with a óbring 
and shareô lunch, Hog Roast with bar, music and childrenôs 

entertainer.   Further information in the next issue of the Villager. 

LENT EVENINGS  

7.30-9.30pm 
 

With invited speakers ï open to everyone, including members of the debating 
evenings, to come and challenge the speakers on their subject.   There will be 

a light supper before the talks.   Dates and venues shown below.  
 

Thursday 28
th
 February  Avening Park Farm 

       Hosted by Rev. Celia 
 
Tuesday 5

th
 March   Church Farm 

       Hosted by Frances and Dominic Conway  
 
Tuesday 12

th
 March   70 Sandford Leaze 

       Hosted by Doreen and Derrick Pierce 
 

If you have any enquiries, call Rev. Celia on 01453 832 716 

Tuesday 
26th March 

7.30pm Cherington Taize evening.-.music & prayer 

Thursday 
28th March 

7.30pm Avening Agape Supper 

Good Friday 
29th March 

12-1.0pm 

 2-3.0pm 

Cherington 

Avening 

Meditation on the Cross 

Sung Meditation - with choir 

Easter Sunday 
31st March 

09.30 
11.00 

Cherington 
Avening 

Holy Communion BCW 
Holy Communion BCW 

HOLY WEEK  
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Church Duties in Avening  

 

Date Sides persons Chalice Sacristan 
 
Feb 3

rd
  Stephanie/Piers Stephen Ann 

 
Feb 10

th
  Margaret / Cas Hamish Elizabeth 

 
Ash Wednesday  
Feb 13

th
  Cas/ Jeanie Derrick Elizabeth 

 
Feb 17

th
  George/ / Jeanie Paul Marion 

 
Feb 24

th
  Frances / Stephanie Derrick Ann 

 
March 3

rd
  Margaret / Piers Stephen Elizabeth 

THERE WILL BE COFFE AFTER THE SERVICE IN AVENING ON  
Feb 3rd

 
& March 3rd 

The Church looks lovely when it is lit up at night. 

If you would like to have this in memory of a loved one, or to celebrate 
a special event, contact 

Paul Brown 
01453 835 983 

The cost is Ã5.00 for 2 hours 

Church Floodlighting 

20th January 

For my Dad - Maurice Wagstaff, who passed away on the 20th December 
2012 after battling Cancer for 12 years. 

Special Dad and Father-in-Law to Kim and Bob Pittam, Grandad to 
Darren and Becky, Great Grandad to Tamzin and Phoebe. Sadly missed. 

 
7th February 

In loving memory of Basil Fletcher. 
Sylvia and family. 
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 Event Day Time Where Contact 

Line  
Dancing 

Monday 7.30 - 
9.00pm 

 Social Club  

Cherington PC 4th Monday each 
month 

6.30pm Village Hall Sue 
01666 503370 

Youth Club Tuesday 6.00pm - 
8.00pm 

Memorial 
Hall 

Cassie 
01453 834182 

Yoga Wednesday 7.30pm -
9.00pm 

Memorial 
Hall 

Elles 
0781 555 2952  

Over 60s Lunch 
Club 

1st Wednesday 
each month 

12.30pm Social Club Christine  
01453 833246 

WI  
 

2nd Thursday 
each month 

7.30pm Memorial 
Hall 

Maisie 
01453 834679 

Avening PC 3rd Thursday 
each month 

7.30pm Memorial 
Hall 

Caroline  
01285 380041 

Folk Club Thursday 8.15pm Cross Inn Chris 
01453 450 010  

Quiz Nights 1st /3rd Saturday 
each month 

7.30pm Cross Inn Rob 
08444 123 100 

Almost Angels  
Choir 

Sunday 
FROM FEB 3RD  

12.15pm Holy Cross 
Church 

Derrick 
01453 835090 

Knit & Crochet 
group 

Third Monday  
But see page 35 
for Feb/Mar 

 

8-00pm Bell Inn Elizabeth   
elizabetholi-
ver540@btinte
rnet.com 

 

Whatõs On In Avening and Cherington 
Please let us know if we have forgotten any regular event or if there is 

something you would like to have included here. 
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No. 51 

Robert A N Stevenson 
 

Captain: 1
st
 Battalion Parachute Regiment. 

 
Bob Stevenson was born in Worcestershire in the latter part of 1920. He was 
the only child of Alan F N ñDerrickò Stevenson and his wife, Barbara, nee 
Wyatt. Following a distinguished military career in WW1, Derrick married 
Barbara after the war ended and started farming in Surrey. Bob was 
attending Prep. School at Cranleigh, Surrey, when during 1930, Derrick 
acquired Woodhouse Farm, Avening and it was decided that Bob would 
remain at Cranleigh as a boarder for the remainder of his education. He 
entered senior school in 1934 and grew to be a fine, all-round sportsman, 
representing the school at rugby, hockey, shooting and boxing. He was also a 
House Prefect. It is not known whether Cranleigh had a Combined Cadet 
Force as part of its curriculum but in July 1938, Bob left the school and 
entered Sandhurst Military College. 
 
He accepted a commission with the Gloucestershire Regiment but sometime 
later, probably through volunteering, he became attached to the 1

st
 Battalion, 

the Parachute Regiment.  
 
The next report we have of him 
is in the 1

st
 Battalion's War 

Diaries in February 1943 when 
they were heavily engaged in 
fighting the Afrika Corps in the 
Bou Arada area of Tunisia. By 
this time, he had received 
promotion to Captain and it is 
thought that Bob was among a 
group of 9 officers and 144 other 
ranks who arrived as 
reinforcements on the 15

th
 of 

February. 
 
By 8am of that day, he had been tasked as 2

nd
 in Command of ñTò Company, 

under the command of Major Bull. 
 
Over the coming weeks, the Company was involved in a number of different 
tasks, but by the 6

th
 of March had arrived at Tamera. On Monday the 8

th
, the 

Avening Roll of Honour  
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Company moved forward to take up positions close to enemy lines and were 
shelled by the enemy for their troubles, causing some injuries. However, by 
10am of that morning, the Company returned with approximately 100 
prisoners and had also captured 3 infantry guns and a lot of equipment. 
 
The situation remained fluid and ñSò Company was sent forward but by 
16.35hrs came under concentrated fire and reported that they had been over-
run, with their CO wounded and two other officers killed. A counter-attack was 
ordered and ñTò Company was sent in at 17.00hrs. The position was retaken 
without much loss of time but Bob Stevenson was killed during this action. 
 
In a letter from the Battalion CO, he reports on the fact that, although Bob 
had only been with them a short time, he had become very popular and well-
respected. He had been killed instantly leading his men into action and had 
been buried where he fell. 
 
HIs body was later re-interred at the Tabarka Ras Rajel War cemetery. He 
was unmarried and is remembered with honour on the Cranleigh School 
Memorial and on our Church Memorial. 
 
The Germans were finally defeated in North Africa on the 8

th
 of May 1943. 

 

Fred Vening 

PHOTOGRAPHS  
 

The editors are looking for any photographs that 

you may have  taken over the last 20 to 30 years 

which include the Reverend Celia especially local 

family events. 
 

Photos can be emailed to editors@acvillager.co.uk  

Hard copies can be dropped off at Elizabeth Buchannanõs, 14 

High Street, or Derrick Pierce ,70 Sandford Leaze 
 

IT would be helpful if hard copy photos were in an envelope 

with your name and address on the outside we can then 

make sure that you get them back. 
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In the last edition of the Villager we printed the first part of the address given by 
John Sproules at the funeral of Jack Rymer. The second part follows here 

 

Jack (Edgar John) Rymer 

 16th February 1919 - 31
st
 October 2012.  

PART 2 
From an early age Jack enjoyed competitive sport and in his youth he was a 
keen hockey and football player. Jack's new found hobby of sailing and 
competing in races was one of Jackôs favourite pastimes. He was one of the 
founder members of South Cerney sailing club and helped to develop a very 

friendly and welcoming club. 
The whole family would 
escape Cherington on a 
Saturday afternoon to 
compete for the fastest 
helmsman round the course, 
followed by tea in the 
clubhouse and later some well 
earned rest and relaxation in 
the evening at the George Inn 
South Cerney. Jack's father 
was not wholly in approval of 
dinghy sailing but agreed to 

put Steve in charge of the pigs and calves on Saturday afternoons while Jack 
and his family went out. On one occasion I had the task of feeding the calves. I 
shall never forget misunderstanding Philips's instructions when I fed the 
calves a week's ration of milk powder in one feed. I had an early morning visit 
at the Rectory from Philip wondering what I had been up to! Anyway none died 
and after a spate of the runs all the calves recovered. I have many happy 
memories of life on the farm, especially at harvest time when I would join the 
whole family carting sacks of corn, bale bumping and building hay ricks. 
 
Another happy memory I have was being taken by Jack and Jane to the Three 
Counties Show every June.  For Charles and me it meant a day off school and 
for Cecil and Norman a day off work.   All six of us would manage to squeeze 
into Jackôs Standard Vanguard for the journey to Malvern. They were happy 
times and I couldn't wait for my holidays from school so I could go down to the 
farm. I have to admit I probably spent more time and ate more meals with Jack 
and Jane that I did with my own parents at the Rectory. You could not have 
found a more welcoming family where laughter and fun encompassed 
everything.  

Like his father before him, Jack was a strong man and apart from occasional 
back problems he remained physically well until the end of his life. I've been 
told he was still driving Jane to Tetbury aged ninety. Jack enjoyed the good 
things in life; good food, a pint or two in his local and an occasional whisky. 

Jack driving a Massey 780 combine harvester 
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Even in his old age he kept his strength and good sense of humour and, after 
an unfortunate fall down the stairs, his only complaint was the bumpy ride he 
had to endure in the back of the ambulance. Jack loved a good party and the 
opportunity to be with friends. Market day in Tetbury was a special highlight of 
the week with the chance to meet fellow farmers in the Royal Oak and Talbot 
Inn.  

After two generations spent working Westrip farm, Jack and Jane began a new 
chapter in their lives. They left Cherington in 1974, first moving to Shipton 
Moyne, and then to Northfield, Tetbury, and finally to Springfield Cottage, 
Avening which Jack, helped by Jane and Charles refurbished and enlarged. 
Jack and Charles continued to farm the Glebe land for the next twenty one 
years till Jack finally retired aged seventy-five in 1994.  

As we recall with interest the many facets of Jack's life, what is even more 
noteworthy and worth remembering, are Jack's inner qualities. Jack was a man 
of great integrity and moral strength. He was honest to a degree beyond what 
is generally accepted; in fact I have been told he was criticised by one person 
as being too honest in his business dealings. He showed no malice or prejudice 
to anyone and in conversations I had with Jack I observed that he would see 
good in everyone. He respected and supported other people's views and 
opinions.  

Jack remained a devoted family man with strong Christian beliefs. Jack and 
Jane enjoyed many family holidays, 
included sailing at Newquay, Wales, 
Scotland, Yorkshire and Brittany. Jack 
enjoyed visiting Philip's family in Dorset 
and John and Julia in London. Jack was 
immensely proud of all his family and their 
achievements. Living close by in Avening, 
Charles and Beverly have always been on 
hand to help Jack and Jane and continue 
today to support Jane with regular visits 
from John, Philip and Rosemary.  

We can remember Jack for many reasons 
but most of all we should support his 
family and give thanks today for the life he 
led, and for his example of kindness, 
generosity and integrity.  
Written by John Sproule of Slad; 
son of a previous rector of Cherington 
 
 
IN NEXT MONTHôS EDITION WE PLAN TO PRINT THE THANKSGIVING 

SERVICE ADDRESS FOR ROBERT SILLARS 
 

Jack with John Price at Tetbury market 
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Over 60s Lunch Club 

Seventeen people enjoyed a Christmas lunch, complete with crackers and 
wine, at Avening Social Club shortly before Christmas. Christine Howell has 
now been generously giving up her day off to cook the lunch for eight years 
now and we are very grateful, as itôs always a beautiful meal. 

 
We meet on the first 
Wednesday of every month 
and anyone over 60 is very 
welcome - and it only costs Ã6.  
 
Christine and her assistant 
Jean received gift vouchers 
and also a painting by local 
artist Doreen Pierce. 
 
Thank you very much, 
Christine! 
 

Maureen Stone 
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Changes at Village Store  
and Post Office 

 
Hopefully some of you have already noticed improvements that have been 
made to your Village Shop and Post Office. For those of you who havenôt 
heard about or seen the changes, we invite you to come and take a look for 
yourselves; weôre sure you will be pleasantly surprised. 
 
We thank Claire for her hard work and dedication to the local community 
over the past few years and wish her well as she prepares to move on to 
her next opportunity. 
 
The challenge for the new management team is to build on the foundations 
and create a village store that you can be proud of; one that delivers real 
convenience to the parish of Avening and Cherington. 
 
As a start we have increased the floor space and shelving capacity to allow 
us to stock more of your favourite brands, and we know we can't make a 
"price promise" like one of the big five, we do however promise a friendly 
welcome and know that ñevery penny countsò. We are keeping our prices as 
competitive as we possibly can and will always pass on any of the great 
deals our suppliers often have. 
 
So, if you do run out of those everyday essentials then please give us a 
thought before jumping in the car. Itôs only with your support that the shop 
and post office will survive. Here's some interesting food for thought; did you 
know that most estate agents agree that house prices are generally 5% 
higher in a village with a shop. 
 
Weôre open from 7am to 6pm weekdays, 8am to 5pm on Saturdays and 
from 8am to 12 noon on Sundays. As much as weôd like to stay open longer 
itôs just not viable at this time, however we are hoping to open later once the 
clocks go forward. In the meantime if you have a few spare hours and would 
like to volunteer for a couple of hours one evening, that really would be 
wonderful! 
 
It's your shop so if there's anything we can improve on, we're listening, pop 
in for a chat or email us at shop@crossinnavening.co.uk. 
 
We hope to see you soon,  
 

Karen, Jo & Graham  
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Letter from the Bishop of Gloucester  
 

Bishop John Went 

Many of you will know that Bishop John is soon give up his episcopal ministry 
and move to a house for duty post in Buckinghamshire. He and Rosemary 
have been at the heart of the life of the Diocese of Gloucester for 17 years 
and there are many, many people who have reason to be grateful for their 
ministry. 

I am writing to invite you to their Farewell Eucharist in Gloucester Cathedral 
on Saturday 2 March at 4.30 pm. I attach a formal invitation and it would  be 
helpful if you were able to reply, since it will give us some clue about 
numbers. But I emphasise that the invitation is to everyone and no reply is 
necessary in order to be present. So I would be glad if you would share this 
invitation far and wide. 

I am sure there will many parishes and individuals who would like to 
contribute to a farewell gift. Please send any donations, marked clearly on the 
envelope ñBishop Johnôs Farewell Giftò to Kerry Gardiner at The Bishops 
Office, 2 College Green, Gloucester, GL1 2LR by Monday 25 February. 
Cheques should be made out to the Gloucester Diocesan Board of Finance. 

With Every Good Wish and Blessing 

Yours sincerely 
 
 

If you would like to share transport to Gloucester for this service then please 
contact either Rev. Celia 01453 832716 or Derrick 01453 835090 email 
derrick.pierce@hotmail.com  

Did Spiderman 
really visit the 

Crib? 
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OPEN MONDAY TO FRIDAY 8.00am. TO 6.00 pm. 51 WEEKS OF THE 

YEAR 

OFSTED REGISTERED FOR CHILDREN FROM 3 months TO 5 years 

PLEASE CALL STEPH On 01666 502830 FOR FURTHER INFORMATION  
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You are invited to an 

Auction of Promises 

Friday 8th March, 8pm 

At Avening Social Club 
Friends of Avening School (reg. charity no. 1055040) 

with Avening Social Club 

In aid of Avening Primary School  

Ã5 per person/ Ã8 per couple (light buffet included) 

Auction lots include: 

 -   Personal brain training - Greyhound racing 

- Home cooked meal  - Gardening hours 

- Meals out    - Driving lessons 

Auctioneer ï Mr Edward Bagnall 

 

The Big Freeze! 
 

The Parish Council would like to thank the 
few selfless people who have kept the side roads 
clear during the snow.   

They would also like to remind everyone that the 
grit in the freestanding bins is only for use on the 
roads and pavements, and not on private 
drives.  It is an offence to use it for private use, 
and is considered theft. (didnôt know that! - Ed.) 
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THE CRIB 

SERVICE  

The Church was 
filled with an 
amazing array of 
animals and 
humans! 

Carol Singing at the Bell 
before Christmas 

Christmas and New 

Year in Avening 

and Cherington 
 

(donõt forget to keep on 

sending us your photos!) 
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Megan Wheatley took this 
photo through the ómagic 
windowô in Mays Lane 

óAlmost Angelsô sung 
at the Service of Nine 
Lessons and Carols 

A stranger in town? 

Flood in Old Hill 

Ringing in the New Year 
in the church bell tower 


