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Services in Avening & Cherington  

Day / Date  Time  Church  Event  

Saturday 
November 6th 

2.30pm Cherington The Baptism of Anoushka Lily Dyson 

    

Sunday 08.00 Avening Holy Communion BCP 

November 7th 09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCW 

  11.00 Avening Holy Communion BCW & Sunday School & 
the Baptism of Elliot Young 

 12.30 Cherington The Baptism of Hugo Moffat 

      

Thursday 
November 11th 

10.50am Avening Schoolchildren at The Memorial Cross for 2 
minutes silence & laying of wreaths 

    

Remembrance 
Sunday 

08.00 Avening No service 

November 14th 09.30 Cherington No service 

 10.50 Avening Remembrance Day Service followed by 
Memorial Cross laying of wreaths at 11.45 

 6.00pm Cherington Remembrance Day Service 
        

Sunday 08.00 Avening Holy Communion BCP 

November 21st 09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCW 

Christ the King 11.00 Avening Holy Communion BCW & Sunday School 
    

Advent Sunday 08.00 Avening No service 

November 28th 09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCW 

 11.00 Avening Holy Communion BCW & Sunday School 
(& coffee after service) 

        

Sunday 08.00 Avening Holy Communion BCP 

December 5th 09.30 Cherington No service 

 11.00 Avening Holy Communion BCW & Sunday School 
(& coffee after service) 

 5.00pm Cherington Christingle Childrensô Service, followed by 
carols around the tree on the Green 
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The Parish Letter  

 
November is the traditional month of Remembrance. In particular, we 
are prompted to reflect on the consequences of War.  The appalling 
loss of life, both Military and Civilian ééééthe destruction, the 
waste, and the inevitable aftermath of hunger and deprivation,  It is 
right that we should put time aside to remember the sacrifice that 
others have made for us, and to resolve again that we should 
maintain a Country worthy of their sacrifice.   
History relates the depth to which mankind can sink when 
unrestrained by morality and sense of justice. 
 
We need to remember for otherwise history repeats itself.  Political 
ambitioné.greedééé.racial intoleranceééé are waiting in the 
wings for when Nations become complacent and apathetic. 
 
We need to remind ourselves that we are the guardians of peace, 
justice and morality. 
 
Last month we were witnesses of what is possible when a nation 
pulls together for the common good.  The heroic effort of the Chilean 
people and their determination to rescue the miners trapped under 
ground what ever the cost is a reminder of what can be achieved.  
The World was moved and inspired by their resolve and their faith. 
How refreshing it was to see several of the miners instinctively fall to 
their knees in thankfulness to God.  So often we pray when in deep 
distresséé.. but how often do we remember to give thanks?. 
 

On Remembrance Sunday, the 14 th November, we 
will be standing in silence to do just that ééé
giving thanks for the sacrifice of hundreds and 
thousands of young men and women who gave 
their lives for our freedom.  

 
Rev Celia  
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SERVICES IN WINTER MONTHS 
 

From November until early spring I shall be celebrating  
Holy Communion at 8.00am on the  
1st and 3 rd Sundays of the month  

 

Forthcoming Baptisms  
 
6 November Anoushka Dyson 2.30pm Cherington 
 
7 November Elliot Young  11.00am Avening 
 
7 November Hugo Moffat  12.30pm Cherington 

 

Church Floodlighting  
 

The Church looks lovely when it is lit up at night. 
If you would like to have this in memory of a loved one, 

or to celebrate a special event, please contact: 
Paul Brown  01453 835 983 
The cost is £5.00 for 2 hours 

 
13th October  

 

Remembering Nicola 
Vickery on her birthday, 

from the family.  
 

24th October  
In memory of John 

Pargeter, from family. 

 

29th October  
In memory of John Hopes 
from his wife and family 
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Church Duties in Avening  

Date  Sidespersons  
 Chalice  

Assistants  
Sacristan  

November 7th Cas/Piers Hamish Ann 

November 14th George/Stephanie 
Remembrance 

Sunday Elizabeth 

November 21st Jeanie/Margaret Stephen Marion 

November 28th Frances/Piers (no communion) Ann 

December 5th Cas/George Derrick Elizabeth 

We could not resist publishing this photo of young Jacob Colin 
Benton who was christened by Rev Celia in October 
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History and Memorial 
Exhibition!  

Saturday 13 November, 2010  
in the Memorial Hall.  

 

4.00pm: Hall open for browsing the archives  
 

6.00pm: New Memorial Plaque outside the Hall will 
be lit up and dedicated by Rev. Celia, followed by 

Riley Vincentôs talk. 
 
A great opportunity to learn about the village and to remember 

those who have fallen in the World Wars  
 
The Hall was paid for by local people as a memorial to those 
villagers who died in the First World War. We are proud to be 
holding an exhibition of photos and memorabilia to continue the 
tradition of remembrance and to give a flavour of life in Avening 
over the years. The exhibition will start with a talk in the evening by 
local historian, Riley Vincent, at 6.00pm. Those of you who know 
Riley will appreciate that this will be a real treat. 
 

Fred Venning, Aveningôs fabulous archivist, who has dug up much 
information about the past history of our village, will also be at the 
exhibition. He will have some of the archives he has compiled over 
the years, notably Census Returns and Parish Register transcripts, 
along with a few other titbits. Do come along and have a chat with 
Fred and see what  he has to offer. 
 

If you have any photos, memorabilia or stories that you would like to 
contribute, please contact Click on 01453 836442. 

 

Avening Memorial Hall  
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Christine Benton  
 

 
These words were said by Tim Benton at the recent funeral of his mother, 

Christine Benton. 
 
So many peopleé 
 
On behalf of mum and the rest of the family, thank you all for coming.  This 
is what mum would have described as, óa good turn outô. 
 
In her last days, mum expressed surprise at all the attention ï ówhy so 
much fuss about me?ô she asked. We all know why. 
 
On the day she died, we were at the hospital. Rob then came back to 
Rockness ahead to prepare everything for her return and dad and I waited 
to escort her home. In an emotional time at her bedside, dad and I both 
told her that we loved her very much, to which she replied: ósilly geeseô! It 
seems then that many more ósilly geeseô have flocked in today. She would 
be pleased. 
 
Mum liked films. Always did. She often went, with dad, to the little cinema 
in Wotton and as children, each Christmas, we would have to sit through 
the Wizard of Oz and the Sound of Music.  We bitterly complained at the 
time, but with hindsight any film with flying, blue monkeys or singing Nazis 
must be of worth! 
 
In latter years she favoured The Muppet Christmas Carol and we would 
watch it each year. If you havenôt seen it, I urge you to do so ï itôs a 
classic! Watch it this year, and think of mum. 
 
Only a month or so ago, mum and dad came over to visit me at my 
apartment in Winchcombe and we spent an afternoon watching 
Casablanca.   Mum took great delight in pre-empting on her chatter-box ï 
which she came to reply on so much in the past year ï all of Bogartôs best 
lines before he could say them. óOf all the gin joints, in all the worldéô and 
so on. 
 
Several years ago now, mum and I cried together at the film Shadowlands. 
For those who havenôt seen it, it portrays the true story of CS Lewis and 
how he met, married and lost Joy Gresham to cancer.  She died before her 
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time, leaving two boys and a husband. Something we have a little 
empathy for today.   
 
In the film, Joy tries to get Lewis to acknowledge that she is dying and 
when the time comes for her to go, it will hurt. She explains that the pain 
is linked to the happy memories they were creating at that time of living. 
She says, óthe pleasure now is part of the pain then. Thatôs the deal.ô  After 
her death, Lewis echoes these words, saying, óthe pain now is part of the 
pleasure then. Thatôs the deal.ô Words he wrote in his journal and which 
later became his book A Grief Observed.  Mum found these words very 
moving.  
 
We are in pain. The reason we feel this pain is because of what we have 
lost ï of whom we have lost. I have lost my mother, my support, my 
confidant and my friend. We are all here today because we have lost 
someone dear to us. The reason it hurts so much is because of the 
pleasure she brought to each of our lives; the laughter, the fun, the tears, 
the warmth, the care, the jokes 
and the love.  The good times 
then fuel the grief now. That is the 
deal.  If we had not loved her so 
much, we would not feel so much 
pain.  Any life, which could 
generate so much love, is not a 
wasted life, however short. 
 
I will miss her dearly for the rest 
of my life.  She is gone but not 
forgotten. She never will be but 
the hope I have, in Christ, means 
that this is not a permanent 
goodbye, merely a painful hiatus 
until we see her again in Glory.  
The words of scripture she chose 
for this service bring me comfort 
and hope they do to you as 
wellé 
 
Revelation 21 1-7 
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Avening Roll of Honour  

No. 31 

Harold Henry Newman  

Private: 1st/5th Battalion, Loyal North Lancashire Regiment. 

 

If only............!! How often has this been said when trying to locate 
the Military Records of Avening's heroes? This is particularly the 
case of Harry Newman. He was conscripted in 1916 and no 
Military Record Sheet now exists for him. However, we do have his 
entry on the Medal Rolls and here we find him in four different 
Regiments!! Four separate Service Numbers but no dates for any 
of them!! He served in the Royal Berkshire Regiment, the 158th 
Battalion of the Labour Company, the 21st Battalion of the 
Middlesex Regiment and lastly with the 5th Battalion of the Loyal 
North Lancs. It was with the latter that Harry died on Monday the 
19th of August 1918. It is thought that he was a casualty of the 
artillery battle that taking place at that time, preceding the second 
battle of Arras which started just four days later. He has no known 
grave. 

Harry was born in Park Terrace, Minchinhampton, and in 1901, 
lived with his parents in Bubblewell. By the age of 14 he was 
working at Longfords, preparing wool for the dyeing industry. His 
father was Thomas Newman, a plasterer, who was born in 
Minchinhampton, his mother being Mary Cherry who was born in 
Bedfordshire. 

Harry married Daisy Louisa Vincent (Riley Vincentôs great-aunt) on 
Wednesday the 17th of June 1908 in Avening Parish Church. He 
was 21, she 24. Here the tragedy continues. 

They had four children who at the time of Harry's death were 10, 8, 
5 and 2 years old. 
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The three eldest would have been at our village school, the family 
living on Tetbury Hill. It was not until September 1918 that the news 
of his death reached Daisy. During the intervening period, she 
would have been in ignorance of his plight although she must have 
suspected that there was a problem as she would have heard 
nothing from him. 

It would have been of scant assistance to them to receive his two 
medals (Victory and British) and his plaque, early in the 1920s. He 
is remembered with honour on the Vis-en-Artois Memorial in 
France. 

Happily, Daisy remarried in 1923 and it is hoped that, for her and 
her children, life took a turn for the better in their later years. They 
are survived by eight grandchildren who still live in the area. 

Fred Vening  

This a photograph of the Vis-en-Artois Memorial, on which is 
named Harold Henry Newman. 
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Village People  

Edith Hinder  
 

For anyone walking up the High Street the sight of Edithôs beautiful 
colourful garden will certainly brighten their day. Edith has lived in her 
cottage since 1936 when she came here as a young bride of 21. She 
married Albert Henry Hinder whose parents owned the cottage and the 
house next door, in which they lived.  
 
Edith was born near the Forest of Dean 95 years ago but has lived in 
Avening for most of her life. When I asked her had the village changed 
much she laughed ñoh yes!ò She remembered when the High Street 
was a narrow road and there were allotments in front of the houses. 
She vividly recalls the fields that are now the Sunground and Sandford 
Leaze estates, and how magnificent the view was as you came down in 
to the village from Tetbury. ñWe had to get used to many changes,ò she 
said, not least the difference to their lives that first the water pumps 
made - there was one opposite her house and she recalls going out 
with her bucket to collect water - and then the connection of the houses 
to the mains and the introduction of electricity into her home just before 
her daughter was born. ñWe had the old lean-to at the back of the 
house pulled down to make way for an extension to house the 
bathroom and toilet and an extra bedroom ï all mod cons!!ò  
 

Before she was married Edith was in service as a maid to the owners of 
the house at Longford's Mills. She first started there helping in the 
nursery but stayed on with her sister who was the cook. When Edith left 
to get married her wedding bouquet of hot house orchids was a gift 
from the owners Colonel and Mrs Playne, who clearly held her in high 
regard. Edithôs caring and cheery disposition ensured that she was 
much loved by her next employers, and her role as Housekeeper to first 
the actress Pamela Brown and then subsequently to the famous film 
director Michael Powell and his wife Thelma, has led not only to the 
family being lifelong friends but has given Edith the opportunity to mix 
with the great and the good of the film world. Edith was very modest in 
the way she talked about her relationship with her famous employers 
but the beautiful and thoughtful gifts they bestowed upon her, the 
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occasions which they celebrated with her, her and Albertôs Golden 
Wedding party being just one, that they asked her to be a witness at their 
wedding, and though Michael Powell has sadly passed away Thelma is 
still very much part of Edithôs life, shows how important she is to them.  
 
Edith has lived a very full life. She has brought up two children and now 
has 5 grandchildren and 5 great-grandchildren. Her house is full of 
wonderful photographs and mementos. ñMy daughter once came and 
tidied things away for me but as soon as she left I got everything back out 
againò she laughed. Up the stairs is the School Certificate given to her 
husband when he finished at Tetbury Grammar school, and on the 
mantelpiece the brass bell presented to him when he retired as Captain 
of The Bells at Avening church after 50 years!  The kitchen wall is 
covered in postcards from all around the world sent to her by her 
granddaughter who works on a cruise ship. ñMy Albert used to love sitting 
and looking at these as he smoked his pipeò she said. The picture 
however that really embodied for me this lovely lady is a beautiful young 
woman sitting on a wall next to her husband Albert with the Welsh hills in 
the background. They both look so happy and content.  

Clare Steele  
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Gig in the Quarry  
 

Avening - or rather, Paul Kirbyôs quarry on the Tetbury Road - played 
host to an eclectic mix of musical styles on September 18th, for the 
annual ôGig in the Quarryô music festival. 
 
The music was mostly what could loosely be termed ófolkô, but with a 
lot of rock and jazz influences, rather than the ófinger-in-the-ear, woolly 
jumper wearing beardie singing sea shantiesô type of folk. A surprising 
number of these very gifted performers sang songs that they had 
written, usually accompanying themselves very ably on the guitar. 
Songs and singers came from all over the British Isles, with one duo 
hailing all the way from New Zealand 

 
With two stages and about 
30 different performers or 
groups of musicians, the 
music started in the 
afternoon and continued well 
into the evening. The 
weather stayed dry and 
(relatively) warm, particularly 
as the quarry is well 
sheltered, and there was a 
barbeque on hand for 
anyone who had brought 
along their supper. 

 
A very entertaining evening and - most importantly - it was all to raise 
money for the Meningitis Trust. Marion Millar, who organised the Gig, 
and the raffle that went with it, plus some other fundraising gigs and 
carol-singing events, was able to send the Trust a cheque for £1,200.  
Well done Marion! 
 
Look out for the 2011 Quarry Gig next September - sure to be a great 
and varied dayôs entertainment, while raising money for a very 
excellent and worthwhile cause. 

Robyn and Chris from New Zealand 
entertain at the Gig in the Quarry 
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Cas Boddam-Whetham. MCSP RCT 
Chartered Physiotherapist  

Craniosacral Therapist 
21 Nags Head Lane, Avening, Glos GL8 8NZ 

01453 834 834 
Also at Five Valleys Physiotherapy & Sports Injury Clinic 

Brunel Mall, London Road, Stroud GL5 2BP    01453 755 948 
 

Member of the Organisation of Chartered Physiotherapists  
in Private Practice 

Registered with the Health Profession Council  
and all major medical insurance companies 

 
 For treatment, advice or a friendly chat about your problem. 

 

Avening Memorial Hall bookings  
 

For all bookings & enquiries regarding the Memorial Hall, just 
call or text:  

07583 073 604 
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Avening Arts Group  
 

Our First Art Show!  
 

In so many respects, our first Art Show has to be counted as a 
resounding success. The Memorial Hall proved to be a great gallery 
space, attracting much positive comment (both venue and exhibits); we 
had a good turnout of visitors, especially on the Sunday of the Show; 
and to crown it all, we sold some of our paintings and cards! 
 
Molly Woollett stood head and shoulders above other Art Group 
members as most popular artist, having sold 7 of her entries (including 
one twice, a mistake that has now been rectified to both buyersô 
satisfaction) and Chris Lippiat romped ahead as our Competition winner 
with her entry óMarch Hareô. Her delightful watercolour attracted the 
most votes as favourite painting in the Show and a well-deserved £20 
voucher for art materials. 
 
So smiles all round and brushes in hand we are now setting to work 
preparing entries for our second show, scheduled for Spring, 2011. 

 
For more information, 

contact  
 

Mick Williamson  
01453 836 318 

rmwilliamson@mac.com  
 
 
 
(We wish we could show 
this to you in colour as it 
looked great  ð  Ed) 
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HANDYMAN & MAINTENAN CE SERVICES 

Routine maintenance    
Painting & Decorating  
Flat pack installation  
Gutters cleared  
Fences repaired  
Smoke alarms, shelves  
Curtain poles installed  
Gardening & vegetables  
Knife sharpening  

 

OAK LEAFSERVICES   
 

KEVIN LEA  
 

01453 762735 
077408 54170 

kevin.lea@virgin.net  
www.oakleafservices.co.uk  

THE GEORGE VETERINARY GROUP 
www.georgevetgroup.co.uk  

 

TETBURY 23 Church Street. 

01666 503531 
 

MALMESBURY  High Street 
Surgery 01666 823165 
Equine 01666 826456 
Farm 01666 823035 
 

Full 24 hour hospital centre for pets. 

Equine clinic with in patient examination and exercise facilities 
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A trustworthy quality service 

Patios - Fencing - Lawns 
- Water Features -  

    Dry Stone Walling 
Retaining Walls   

Seasonal Maintenance 
 Driveways ï Groundwork 

Painting - Guttering 

Any Aspect  
of exterior work  

 & garden design  

STEVEN BARKER - 07890-266801 / 01453-833749 
 

www.revolandscapes.co.uk 

Ooopsé.. 

Sorry for the typo last month. 
Yes, Maudôs coffee morning is on Saturday 20th November. Donôt 
pitch up on a Tuesday as advertised in last months Villager. Either 
they wonôt be ready for you or there will be nothing left but a few 
crumbs and the washing upé. 
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TELEPHONE & BROADBAND PROBLEMS?  
 

Fed up with telephone call centres?  
For personal attention call Brian Cooke,  

your local telephone engineer from Stroud.  
No call -out charge within 15 miles of Stroud.  

Save money on expensive call -out charges from telephone 
line suppliers & maintenance companies, BT and others.  

Call me 1 st to diagnose you telephone line &  
wiring problems in your home, noisy line, no dial tone, etc...  

Telephone extension sockets provided & repaired.  
External extension bells supplied & fitted.  

21 years experience. BT trained.  
Broadband faults undertaken.  

    No VAT charged.  
 

Phone: 01453 758990     
Mobile: 07792 203886  

   

DUCHY  HOME  FARM  

delivered fresh from the farm 

Seasonal  
Organic  
Vegetables 

Tetbury, Gloucestershire  

For more information about our Vegetable Box Scheme 

Call us on 01666 503507 
Or email: vegbox@duchyhomefarm.org.uk  
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Avening WI  

 

On Thursday October 14th Avening WI celebrated their 
80th birthday!.  

 

The anniversary was marked with a birthday party in the Memorial 
Hall which was enjoyed by members past and present along with 
county dignitaries and members from local W.Is. The photo shows 
County President Margaret Clarke with Avening President Doreen 
Pierce cutting the birthday cake. There was also entertainment 
provided  by Travelling Story Tellers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now that Avening W.I. have reached the grand old age of 80, it 
seemed a good time to join the 21st century. To make this possible, 
member Gill Thomas has designed and produced a website: 

http://aveningwi.wordpress.com  
 

This is where more details and photos will be published. 
Emails can now also be sent to 

aveningwi@gmail.com  

Doreen Pierce & Wendy Jennings  
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Check out the Churchyard!  
 
Have a wander through the Churchyard and you will certainly notice a 
few improvements, particularly to the back areas, which used to be 
rather overgrown. Trees have been trimmed, graves have been 
cleared of growth and tended, the grass is now almost lawn like and 
the whole area really very pleasing to visit. Thank you to the really 
quite large band of people who have helped to get it to this stage! Oh, 
and if you are keen to help, contact the Church Wardens who know 
all about these thingsé. 

 

Before & After: This grave is on the 
right of the footpath up to the  top 
right hand gate. 

Fred Vening quickly 
commandeered a 
wheelbarrow when 
he saw the camera 
coming, as 
Stephanie and Ann 
hid behind a 
tombstoneé. (!) 
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Scottish Dancing  

 
Avening Social Club, 8-10pm 

£2 per session. 
 

October 6th & 20th 
November 10th & 24th 
December 8th & 22nd 

 
Contact Roger Newton  

01453 834 654 
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Christmas Coffee Morning 
in aid of the Cheltenham Hospital Colbolt Unit 

12th November 10am to 12noon 
 

at Lyn Uzzell's, 28 Rectory Lane, Avening 

phone 01453 835674 

 

Colbolt Christmas cards for sale. 

Christmas raffle and Bring and Buy stall. 

Admission 50p children free. 

Tea and Coffee £1 with a mince pie or a sausage roll. 

 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THIS EVENT!!  
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Avening Primary School  

      

              Harvest with a Difference  

Pupils, staff and parents at Avening School joined together on the last 
day before half- term to celebrate the joys of harvest time. In a special 
assembly each class contributed an item, several inspired by recent 
work on India.  

The youngest children, the Eagles, performed an Indian chant, whilst 
the Kestrels showed beautiful Indian flower designs developed from 
their visit to see the wonderful Kalamkari fabrics at the Museum in the 
Park. The Hawks performed a dance that they had developed with 

If I were a leaf  
 

If I were a leaf  

I would swoop down 

Beside people 

With the wind caught  

On the tips of my fingers.  
 

If I were a leaf  

I would flow with the wind  

Watching animals  

And landscapes go past  
 

If I were a leaf  

I would lie  

On a smooth rock  

And watch fish and dolphins  

Go diving beside me. 
 

If I were a leaf  

I would watch my colours  

Change from green to  

Brown through all the  

Reds and yellows 

As the energy drains  

From my veins. 
 

By Ruby Chidley 

If I were a cloud  
 

If I were a cloud  

I would rain on everyone who 

needs it.  

I would look down at all the  

Beautiful places in the world.  
 

If I were a cloud  

I would blow away in the wind.  

I might scare everyone with a  

Long thunderstorm,  

And watch the steam rise off 

the earth.  
 

If I were a cloud,  

Iõd fly high in the sky, 

I would talk to the swallows  

And wrap them up in my soft 

arms. 
 

If I were a cloud,  

I might rain too much  

And flood the land,  

Or I might not rain at all  

And dry it all out.  
 

By Sam Pope 
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Indian dance teacher Dipisha Patel, based on a Punjabi harvest 
celebration of the colour yellow. Finally the older pupils read several 
of the poems they had written on the theme óIf I were......ô  

The pupils also launched their appeal to raise funds to buy a 
Shelterbox, supporting the work of the Rotary Club.  The Shelterbox 
is a basic survival ókitô for a family of up to 10, including a tent, water 
purifying and cooking equipment.  These boxes can be sent at short 
notice to any part of the world hit by a natural disaster such as 
earthquake, tsunami or floods and have already proved to be 
indispensable. The children are organising several events during the 
course of the year to raise funds for this good cause.  For their 
Harvest celebration the children all brought in £1 in return for wearing 
their own clothes in autumn colours.....What fun and the colours 
certainly gave the Harvest assembly a really festive feel!  

For more information on Shelterbox go to www.shelterbox.org or call 
the donation hotline on 0300 0300 500.  

 

A Bridge Too Far?.... Definitely Not!!!  
And, as a final part of our celebration as we looked forward to our 
Autumn break, work is nearing completion on the bridge between our 
current school garden and the new area of land to which we will have 


