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Queen Matildaôs Day 

Celebrations! 

Wow! The pics say it all! 

See insideé.. 
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Services in Avening & Cherington  

Day / Date Time Church Event 

Sunday 08.00 Avening Holy Communion BCP 

October 3rd 09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCW 

  11.00 Avening Holy Communion BCW & Sunday School 
(& coffee after service) 

      

Sunday 08.00  Avening Holy Communion BCP 

October 10th 09.30 Cherington Matins BCP (& coffee after service) 

  11.00 Avening Holy Communion BCW & Sunday School 

        

Sunday 08.00 Avening Holy Communion BCP 

October 17th 09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCW 

  11.00 Avening Holy Communion BCW & Sunday School 
    

Sunday 08.00 Avening Holy Communion BCP 

October 24th 09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCW 

  11.00 Avening Holy Communion BCW & Sunday School 

        

Friday 
October 29th 

7.00pm Avening ALL SOULS NIGHT 

    

Sunday 08.00 Avening Holy Communion BCP 

October 31st 09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCW 

(All Saints) 11.00 Avening Holy Communion BCW & Sunday School 
(coffee after service) 

    

Sunday 08.00 Avening Holy Communion BCP 

November 
7th 

09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCW 

  11.00 Avening Holy Communion BCW & Sunday School 
& the Baptism of Elliot Young 
(& coffee after service) 

 12.30 Cherington The Baptism of Hugo Moffat 
    



4 

 

 

The Parish Letter  

We have just celebrated Harvest Festival,  and the Churches in both 
Avening and Cherington looked stunning, decorated with an abun-
dance of fruit and vegetables and Harvest Gifts from the children.  
Amidst the thanksgiving and joyful Harvest Hymns it is sometimes 
difficult not to feel a stab of guilt. Guilt that we have so much, when 
others have so little, guilt that we live in a in a land of plenty when 
others are starving, guilty too that we have the freedom to celebrate 
when others are living in fear.   
 
But should we feel guilty?  Compassionateé.yeséébewilderedé
and even indignantéé.but guilty?  It seems that Christians feel 
guilty so much of the time and for so many reasons. For things we 
have not done, for the things we have, or have not said, for people 
we havenôt had time to see, for not doing enough, for not giving 
enough. Endlessly, we feel guilty, often to the point of exhaustion and 
not achieving anything.  
 
No wonder outsiders donôt feel attracted to the Church when She ex-
ploits our natural guilt. Who wants to enter a camp of self-
incrimination, or be drawn under a cloud of gloom and despondency?  
Yet, God does not want us to feel like this. 
 But is it really surprising?  We are all fed, daily, a diet of disaster and 
sufferingé.not only though the media, but also by a barrage of ap-
peals for good causes on the radio, television or through our letter 
boxes. Terrible, heart-rending stories and photographs.   As I said, 
the Church, itself, is not slow at exploiting our feelings of guilt, until, 
in fact, the most common characteristic to all Christians, is a feeling 
of inadequacy!! 
 

Jesus never undermined the confidence of His disciples. He didnôt 
continually make them feel guilty and hopeless. He encouraged 
them, filled them with Hope, and told them that they could do any-
thing when filled with the Spirit of God. 
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If we dwell for too long on those things beyond our control, such as 
feeling guilty about Pakistan or the victims of the Middle East,  we are 
likely to be so overwhelmed by the enormity of the Worldôs problems 
that we give up in despair. 
 

Instead, allow any guilt you may experience, over something beyond 
your control, to energise you into doing something you CAN do. God 
is every much as concerned with the single parent living down the 
street, or the loneliness of the person next door, as He is with the 
hundreds and thousands in the camps on the Gaza strip, the victims 
of the floods and in the tragedies in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

 
He wants us to pray for the things we cannot do anything about and 
then, pray and do something about those near to us.  If we allow our-
selves to be overburdened by things too big for us, we become inef-
fective and useless, when we could do something positive to those 
we can help. 
 
To keep ourselves buoyant in a world fast sinking into despondency, 
we need to give over to God the things too big for usééé and at 
the same time, use them, as a reminder to be deeply thankful for 
what we have. To know, with humility, that we are greatly blessed.  
To appreciate and enjoy to the full what we have and be willing to 
share it, above all to recognise our dependence on God and feel the 
outpouring of His Love.  It is only thené..that we will receive the fruits 
of the Spiritual Harvest: 
                            Hope, Joy, and Fearless Love 
 
                The world is as hungry for theseéas it is for Bread. 
 

AMEN 
Rev Celia 

 

SERVICES IN WINTER MONTHS 
 

From November until early spring I shall be celebrating 
Holy Communion at 8.00am on the 
1st and 3rd Sundays of the month 
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Church Duties in Avening  

Date Sidespersons 
 Chalice 
Assistants 

Sacristan 

October 3rd Cas/Margaret Paul Marion 

October 10th Stephanie/Jeanie Hamish Ann 

October 17th Piers/Ann Stephen Elizabeth 

October 24th George/Frances Derrick Ann 

October 31st Margaret/Jeanie   Paul Marion 

November 7th Cas/Piers      Hamish Elizabeth 

ALL SOULS NIGHT  

HOLY CROSS CHURCH  

 

Friday 30
th
 October 2010, 7.00pm 

 
A service of meditation and music by candlelight to remember with 

thanksgiving those who have died. 
 

During the service you are invited to light a candle for a loved one. 
A list of names you wish to have read out during the service will be 

at the shop, the Bell, and the church. 
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Forthcoming Baptisms 
 
 

10 October  Herbie AôHern 12.15pm Cherington 
   
10 October  Cameron Bendall 3.00pm Avening 
 
7 November Elliot Young  11.00am Avening 
 
7 November Hugo Moffat  12.30pm Cherington 

 
 

Church Floodlighting 
 

The Church looks lovely when it is lit up at night. 
If you would like to have this in memory of a loved one, 
or to celebrate a special event, please contact: 

Paul Brown 01453 835 983 
The cost is Ã5.00 for 2 hours 

 

 
September 30th 
In loving memory of 
Michael Powell 

From Thelma, Kevin & 
Columba. 

 
September 15th 

To the memory of Elsie 
Wiltshire, a wonderful 
Wife, Mother, 

Gran and Great Gran. 
 

September 22nd 
In loving memory of John Arthur Dubuc, Nashua, NH, USA. 

From Kerensa Adams and the Adams family. 



8 

 Avening Roll of Honour 

No. 30 

Augustus Clapton 

Private: Royal Marine Light Infantry 

 

The 1st World War military documents of many Avening men  did 
not survive, and Augustus Clapton is no exception. We are lucky in 
that we do have his Military Record Sheet from the time he joined 
the Royal Naval Division on the 17th of April 1917. He was a 
transfer, having enlisted as a volunteer on the 11th of December 
1915. The document we have tells us that he joined at Tetbury and 
that he joined the "Army". No regiment, no service number!! He 
was given a new number with the Marines so it is unknown what 
he was doing for the previous eighteen months or so. He left for 
France on the 7th of August 1917 and was unable to be at his 
father's funeral which took place a month later. He was drafted to 
the 1st Royal Marine Battalion on the 27th of September and from 
here on it was a baptism of fire and mud for he and his colleagues 
became involved in the second battle for Passchendaele. Again, 
we are unsure as to his movements but from the record he 
appears to have been removed from the strength on the 26th of 
October only to return on the 31st, some five days later. 

This particular battle lasted until the 10th of November but rest 
came only in short bursts. By December they were in action again 
in the Battle of Welsh Ridge shortly after the Cambrai offensive but 
things became quieter until Ludendorf's last big push ("Operation 
Michael") on the front east of the Somme on the 21st of April 1918. 
The Marines were not directly involved on the first day but were 
drafted in as support during the retreats from overwhelming forces. 
They fought at St Quentin and pulled back to Bapaume on the 
24th. It was on this day when Augustus was declared "missing". 
After weeks of anxiety, his family received a postcard from him 
(probably via the Red Cross) saying that he was a prisoner in 
Eastern France. 
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Passchendaele, 
before and after the 
1917 battle. 

The Stroud News reported on this good news on the 5th of July but 
only ten days later, Augustus died in a German hospital. The cause 
of death is not known but the Naval records do not mention "of 
wounds". 

He was the youngest of seven children born to Sydney Clapton 
and his wife, Harriett (nee Fletcher). He was born at Barn Row, 
Point Road on the 20th of March 1889 and was baptised in our 
Church a month later. He was a baker, working for the Fowles 
family at the bakery at the entrance to Point Road. He was buried 
at Valenciennes Communal Cemetery in France, is remembered 
with honour on our Memorial in the Church and also on the Royal 
Marine Memorial in St James' Park, London. He is also 
remembered on his parents' headstone in our churchyard. He was 
unmarried and, although he cannot be found on the Medal Rolls, 
his mother would have received his Victory and British Medals. 

We have been unable to locate any living relatives. 

Fred Vening 
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Village People  

To meet Ruby Fay is to bring a ray of sunshine into your day. With 
a smile that lit up her face the first thing she said to me was ñI have 
had a wonderful lifeò, and you can ask no more than that.  

Ruby has lived in Avening for 38 years but does not originate from 
Gloucestershire; her soft Scottish voice gives away her place of 
birth. Indeed she was born just outside St Andrews, where her 
father ran a bakery business in the local town. Ruby grew up in 
Scotland and was married at the age of twenty in Edinburgh. What 
followed was a very happy life as Rubyôs sense of adventure was 
fulfilled as she travelled widely with her husband who was a ship 
Surveyor for Lloyds Register. Whenever her husband tentatively 
suggested that the company needed them to move again it was 
always met with enthusiasm by Ruby, who required only that he 
found her a church so she could continue her Sunday worship! 

After fifteen wonderful years living in France, Ruby and her 
husband came to live back in England. By chance their son 
William, a surveyor, had found them a perfect house that was being 
built in a little village called Avening. They arrived and loved it, and 
here they settled until Rubyôs husbandôs sad death two years later. 

Since arriving here 38 years ago Ruby has always been very much 
part of the community. When I asked her if she had ever been a 
member of any organisations she laughed, ñoh yes! Only six 
months after I arrived it was ósuggestedô that I was the very person 
to run the Good Companions, an organisation that brought retired 
people together.ò In her fifties at the time, it was hoped that Ruby 
could bring down the average age of the membership and 
encourage others to join. This indeed she did, and in her role as 
president she succeeded in raising the number of members from 
16 to 60 in just five years. I think there are a few committees in the 
village now who could do with Rubyôs recruitment powers!  

Ruby talks fondly of the Good Companions and she showed me 
photos and newspaper cuttings of the many trips and events they 
organised for the older people in the village ï whatever happened 
to such a wonderful organisation Ruby and I wondered?  
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Never one to turn down a worthy job, Ruby took on delivering  
óYoursô - a free newspaper to the retired people of the village. She 
said she had been persuaded to do it as óI had a dog and could 
deliver the paper when I took him for a walk!ò She remembers how 
long those deliveries took as each house she called at she was 
offered a cup of tea and a chat! It was a great way to get to know 
everyoneò she said, ñSadly people donôt have the time these days.ò 

In 1985 Ruby married again. She and Jim Fay had become friends 
when they met at the numerous committee meetings they both 
attended each week. Jim lived in Nags Head where he had retired 
to from London. He had been billeted in Avening during the war and 
always remembered it fondly. Having not quite got the travel bug 
out of her system Jim and Ruby went back to live in France, though 
never selling the house in Avening. They lived near Toulouse for 12 
years and Ruby returned here in 1997 after Jimôs death.  

Ruby now lives in Avening with her son James. She loves living in 

the village and though sad that she sees far fewer people these 

days ñas everyone goes off every day in their carsò, she would not 

miss her Sundays at church and her regular trips to the golf club, - 

although it is in the club house you will find her rather than out on 

the course! 

Clare Steele 
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Nathanial Thornbury 

Vicar of Holy Cross Church, Avening 

1779 to 1816 

Have Languages - Will Travel 

Regular readers will recall my report on the recent visit of Nathaniel's 
5x Great Granddaughter and I am now pleased to give a brief write up 
on Nathaniel's life. 

Born in 1746, he was the son of another Nathaniel who was a 
merchant in The Hague, Holland. 

By his early thirties, Nathaniel Junior was well educated and well 
travelled, having visited many cities throughout Europe, and it was in 
1778 that he set out with three friends on "the Grand Tour" to Italy, 
Sicily and Malta. His friends were all European and it is reported that 
they conversed with each other in Latin. The four took along with them 
an artist who was to sketch their tour as they went along. This was 
probably Nathaniel's last major journey as he took up his post of Vicar 
of Avening in 1779. He married Mary Webb in London before his 
arrival here and the couple settled in the Old Rectory. 

All of their nine children were born in that house, Nathaniel the eldest, 
in 1782 and the youngest, the exotically named Horatio Nelson 
Thornbury in 1798. 

Nathaniel took his work seriously and 
became enthusiastic about Sunday School 
for the children of the village. He started 
such a school in 1800 and would preach 
vehemently about the advantages to 
children attending. 

It is reported that Nathaniel actually died in 
the Church after having taken the Sunday 
School, although his date of death is 
known as the 11th of March 1811, which 
was a Monday. It may be that he had a 
seizure on the Sunday and, having been 
taken home, died there the following day. 
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There are two plaques in the Church in his remembrance. He was 
succeeded by William George. 

Nathaniel's second son, William also had two sons, the second of 
whom was Frederick Charles Thornbury. It was he who founded 
the two settlements in Ontario, Canada named Avening and 
Thornbury. 

The portrait is one of Nathaniel painted after he had taken up his 
post in Avening. The sketch was made by his travelling companion 
at Tarantino in Italy. Nathaniel is the one with the umbrella on the 
right of the group of three. 

Fred Vening 

 

Thinking of a New Kitchen ?  
 

Extensive Range Available - Great Prices 
 

Supplied and Fitted 
 

For your Free  Design and Quotation call  
 

Martin Weaver 01454 238770 / 07974 712083  
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News from Avening Memorial Hall 

The Annual General Meeting was held on 13 September. The 
management committee were re-elected to serve for another year, 
and a review of the work carried out in the last year was given. The 
Memorial Hall is grateful to Gloucestershire County Council and 
Avening Primary School who jointly funded replacement of the 
windows, a new storm drain and new side gates.  Over the next 
year the management committee are planning tasks including: 

¶ Repair of the flat roof over the Chamberlain Room 

¶ Repainting and minor internal repairs with the support of 

volunteers. 

¶ Finding  cost effective and energy efficient heating to replace 

the storage heaters 

If anyone would like to get involved in any of these or in the general 
running of the Memorial Hall, please contact Simon Wheatley on 
833838 ï we warmly welcome new volunteers! 

The Memorial Hall is available for hire for parties and celebrations 
of all kinds, as well as clubs and societies. Please call or text 07583 
073 604 for a quote. 

Memorial Exhibition 

13 November 2010  in the Memorial Hall 

Ever wondered why the Memorial Hall is so called?  The Hall was 
paid for by local people as a memorial to those villagers who died in 
the First World War and we are proud to be holding an exhibition of 
photos and memorabilia to continue the tradition of remembrance 
and to give a flavour of life in Avening over the years. 

The exhibition will culminate in a talk in the evening by a local 
historian, Riley Vincent. If you have any photos, memorabilia or 
stories that you would like to contribute please contact Click on 
836442 

Keep a look out for further details nearer the time. 

 

Avening Memorial Hall  



15 

 
 

***SOS***SOS***SOS***SOS***SOS*** 

Does anyone know the whereabouts of the display case that used to 
be kept in the Memorial Hall? It is possible someone took the case 

home for safe keeping during a clear out two years ago.  

We would like to include this in the Memorial Exhibition. 

Please contact Click on 01453 836 442. 
 

***SOS***SOS***SOS***SOS***SOS*** 

Holy Humour  
 

There was a very gracious lady who was mailing an old  

 family Bible to her brother in another part of the country.  

 "Is there anything breakable in here?" asked the  

 postal clerk.  

"Only the Ten Commandments!" answered the lady.  

Cherington Village Hall 
Coffee Morning & Table Top Sale 

 

Saturday October 30th 
10.00amð12.00noon 

 

Raffle, Bring & Buy. Entrance 50p, includes coffee. 
In aid of funds for the Village Hall 

 

Cherington Village Hall is an ideal size for family and childrenôs par-
ties. If you have any enquiries about hiring the hall, please contact 

Beryl Milsom 
01285 841 248 
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Avening Arts Group  
 

OUR FIRST ART SHOW! 
 

10am-5pm Saturday 9th October 

10am-4pm Sunday 10th October 

 

AVENING MEMORIAL HALL 
 

All work produced by  

members of 

AVENING ARTS GROUP 
 

Still time to join us, if you would like your work to be included. We 
meet every Thursday, from 10.00am  ï 12.30pm and would 

welcome new members. 
 

Contact Mick Williamson on 01453 836 318  or 
rmwilliamson@mac.com for more information. 

ALMOST ANGELS  
Rehearsals start on Sunday October 17th 

12.15  in the church. Now practising for  

Christmas Carol service, Midnight Mass,  

carols in the pubs, carols in the street after 

being kicked out of the pubsé. 
 

More singers always welcome -  even if youõre not sure if 

you can sing but fancy having a try. Contact Derrick  for 

further details  

01453 835090  
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HANDYMAN & MAINTENANCE SERVICES 

Routine maintenance   
Painting & Decorating 
Flat pack installation 
Gutters cleared 
Fences repaired 
Smoke alarms, shelves 
Curtain poles installed 
Gardening & vegetables 
Knife sharpening 

 

OAK LEAFSERVICES  
 

KEVIN LEA 
 

01453 762735 
077408 54170 

kevin.lea@virgin.net 
www.oakleafservices.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Eye examinations at home ï for the housebound 

Specialised service ï free (NHS) for those over 60 

including Glaucoma, Macular, Visual Fields Screening  

and full sight test 

Telephone 01453 833272   Mobile 07800 821624  

Graham OôRegan BSc(Hons) FSMC FCOptom 
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A trustworthy quality service 

Patios - Fencing - Lawns 
- Water Features -  
    Dry Stone Walling 
Retaining Walls   

Seasonal Maintenance 
 Driveways ï Groundwork 
Painting - Guttering 

Any Aspect 
of exterior work 
 & garden design 

STEVEN BARKER - 07890-266801 / 01453-833749 
 

www.revolandscapes.co.uk 

Holy Humour  
There is the story of a pastor who got up one Sunday and  

 announced to his congregation: "I have good news and  

 bad news. The good news is, we have enough money to pay for  

 our new building program. The bad news is, it's still  

 out there in your pockets."  
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TELEPHONE & BROADBAND PROBLEMS? 
 

Fed up with telephone call centres? 
For personal attention call Brian Cooke,  
your local telephone engineer from Stroud.  
No call-out charge within 15 miles of Stroud. 

Save money on expensive call-out charges from telephone 
line suppliers & maintenance companies, BT and others. 

Call me 1st to diagnose you telephone line &  
wiring problems in your home, noisy line, no dial tone, etc... 

Telephone extension sockets provided & repaired. 
External extension bells supplied & fitted. 
21 years experience. BT trained. 
Broadband faults undertaken.  

    No VAT charged. 
 

Phone: 01453 758990    
Mobile: 07792 203886 

   

D UCHY  HOME  FARM  

delivered fresh from the farm 

Seasonal  
Organic  
Vegetables 

Tetbury, Gloucestershire  

For more information about our Vegetable Box Scheme 

Call us on 01666 503507 
Or email: vegbox@duchyhomefarm.org.uk  
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 Bob Uzzell Tribute Fund & 
Disabled Afloat Riverboats Trust (DART) 

 
Sue Watkins and her nephew, John Uzzell, both well known in 
Avening and Cherington, recently went on a canal holiday with DART 
on the Grand Union Canal near Hemel Hempstead. They were on no 
ordinary canal boat, this one (called óClose Shaveô) has been adapted 
for disabled use and was capable of taking 3 crew, 4 carers and 
several disabled persons. 

 
Their adventures 
included seeing 
a swimming 
snake, dropping 
the all important 
lock key into the 
canal (yes, it was 
fished out with 
the help of a 
giant magneté 
obviously not 
that uncommon 

an event), passing caged tigers and camels (part of a circus camping 
nearby), etc. 
 
Sue says that ôwas 
good to see disabled 
people getting out 
and about, doing 
things that most of us 
take completely for 
granted.ô 
 
Mary Uzzell 
continues to raise funds for the new Cobalt Unit at Cheltenham 
Hospital. Mary came to Cherington when she married Bob, over 60 
years ago. Bob had lived in the village for 80 years when he died not 
long ago. The rest of us are complete newcomersé. 

Sue Watkins 



21 

 

Scottish Dancing  

 
Avening Social Club, 8-10pm 

Ã2 per session. 
 

October 6th & 20th 
November 10th & 24th 
December 8th & 22nd 

 
Contact Roger Newton 

01453 834 654 

Queen Matildaôs Weekend 
 

THANK YOU ALL who helped to make the Festival of Queen Matilda 
and Pig Face Day such fun and such a success!! 
 
The display of Wedding Dresses was truly amazing éand our thanks 
go to the many brides who lent us their dresses and photo-
graphsé.and to Sarah Stone and her friends, Sandy and Clare, for 
being so brilliant in designing the display. 
 
Thank you too, to the two Jims for the band, those who lent and put up 
the tents, the Bell Inn for manning the Bar, and Sid and Vere for the 
delicious Hog Roast, and all who dressed up and joined in the fun. 
Also thanks to all who worked to clear the Church and make the ser-
vice so special. 
 
Thank you, too, to Cassie Chesterman for the hugely popular óJesterôs 
Discoô which started off the Weekendôs festivities wonderfully and gave 
the youngsters such a good time. 
 
Also thanks to the Avening Parish Council who helped sponsor this 
unique Avening event.                                                                                                         
               Rev Celia 



22 

 

THE HANDY GENTLEMAN 

For those small DIY jobs that make a BIG difference! 

Contact The Handy Gentleman on 07590 990 530  

 or email  thehandygentleman@yahoo.co.uk  

for quick, reliable and polite service.  

 Fully insured and CRB check. 

Painting & decorating Log cutting, splitting & stacking 

Building pre-packed furniture Gardening, mowing & strimming 

Picture hanging Drain clearance and tap washers 

Curtain poles fitted Headboards made & recovered 
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Matildaôs Weekend Celebrations 

Friday 10th September 

Jesters Disco 
 
Celebrations started the weekend off with some wild dancing by 
the younger generations, evidenced by these rather grainy photos. 
(donôt all good parties have grainy photos? - Ed) 
Although these donôt show it, there was a great turnout, resulting in 
a fair few tired but happy children the next dayé. 
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Matildaôs Weekend Celebrations 

Sunday 12th September 

Church Service, 
followed by Hog 

Roast 
 


