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Cherington Flower Show 

Another Outstanding Success! 
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 Services in Avening & Cherington 

Day / Date  Time  Church  Event  

Sunday 08.00 Avening Holy Communion BCP 

September 
5th 

09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCW 

  11.00 Avening Holy Communion BCW & Sunday School 

      

Sunday 08.00  Avening Holy Communion BCP 

September 
12th 

09.30 Cherington Matins BCP (& coffee after service) 

  6.00pm Avening King William and Queen Matilda 
celebrate 930 years since the 
Consecration of Holy Cross Church  

        

Sunday 08.00 Avening Holy Communion BCP 

September 
19th 

09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCP 

  11.00 Avening Holy Communion BCW & Sunday School 

    

Saturday 
September 
25th 
 

6.00pm Cherington Harvest Festival followed by Harvest 
Supper (family occasion for all) 

        

Sunday 08.00 Avening Holy Communion BCP 

September 
26th 

11.00 Avening Harvest Festival followed by the Harvest 
óBring and Shareô Lunch  

   Avening NB No service at Cherington 

        

Sunday 08.00 Avening Holy Communion BCP 

October 
3rd 

09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCW 

  11.00 Avening Holy Communion BCW & Sunday School 
(coffee after service) 
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The Parish Letter 

There have always been both natural and man-made disasters 
resulting in a massive loss of lifeéébut the sheer scale of the 
natural disasters in these last few months have left us confused and 
bewildered. 
 
Every month seems to bring in reports of another natural disaster 
and the corresponding loss of lifeé..on top of which there is a daily 
reporting of casualties amongst the military and civilian population 
in Afghanistané. Iraqéé and the Gaza strip.  All this is more than 
we can take in.  No wonder the doom merchants are having a field 
day, predicting the imminent end of the World - with a vengeful God 
pouring forth his anger on a disobedient people.  This is a distorted 
view of God and alien to the God revealed to us by Jesus.  He 
spoke of God as a caring Heavenly Fatheréé..a God of 
compassion and love. 
 
The Victorian Preachers were renowned for their sermons of doom 
and destructioné..more influenced by the Old Testament than by 
the Gospel.ééand parts of the church continue to be guilty of 
using this fear of God with threats of damnation and hell. Jesus 
came to free us from all such misinterpretations of happenings to 
the Natural World - and to give us the true Nature of God.  
However, Jesus did speak of the ñend timesò preceding his second 
coming.  He predicted that there would be earthquakes, floods, 
wars and famine, as the world as we know it draws to an end.  He 
foresaw that this would bring about fear and chaoséé..but 
emphasised that this was not God acting in wrath and revenge, but 
the ending of the present cycle of life in anticipation of the coming of 
the Kingdom.  Maybe He was foreseeing the climate change and 
resulting global warming that we are now beginning to experience.  
The explanation for this varies from scientist to scientist. Some 
consider it to be part of the Natural course of evolutioné..others the 
cycle of climate in a world millions of years old....while yet others 
believe it to be the consequences of manôs disregard of the finely 
tuned balance of Nature.  Whoever proves to be right, it leaves us 
with much to pray for: 
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PRAY    

Do come to Christine Duff`s home, High Gables, Point Road  

on Monday September 27th at 7.30pm  

to pray specially for our Church and community 

Any queries ring Cas: 01453 834834  

First of all, for ourselveséé 
to be alert in what is going on around us, and then to be prepared to 

do our part in relieving the suffering of othersé 
to be generous with giving to those less fortunate than ourselvesé.. 

to adapt our lifestyles to be less damaging to the environment. 
 
Those caught up in the natural disastersé.those who are hungry 
and without shelter or threatened with water borne diseases need 
our help.  They look to the West to share not only our medical skills 
and energy resources, but also our abundance of food.  We may not 
understand how these things come about, but we do know that God 
is merciful and compassionate.  We will read of many personal 
miracles in the months aheadéé. and many answers to prayer. 
 
We must show in our lives, and in our generosity, the qualities we 
see in Jesus.  We are predominantly a Christian Countryéé and 
those of other faiths and our own, will look to us to act as we 
believeéto be both the bearers and the doers of the Gospel of 
Love. 

 
Rev. Celia  

 
Should any of you want to send a donation to the relief fund for 
Pakistan,  Peter Best at the Old Rectory, Avening (tel no 835287) is 
sending the collections donated by the two churches, and would be 
glad to include any other village contribution.  He is sending it 
through the official Disaster Emergency Committee for Pakistan, 
which is a united effort of Oxfam, Cafod, Medecin sans Frontieres 
and Save the Children. You might like to know that the banks are 
giving their services free of charge. 
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Forthcoming Weddings & Baptisms  
 

Baptism  Jacob Colin Benton 
  Sunday 26th September at 3.00pm 
 

Wedding  Christopher Bishop and Sally Seal 
  Saturday September 25th at 2.00pm 

 

Church Duties in Avening 

Date  Sidespersons  
 Chalice  

Assistants  
Sacristan  

September 5th Jeanie/Cas Stephen Ann 

September 12th Margaret/Frances Paul Ann 

September 19th Stephanie/Piers Hamish Marion 

September 26th George/Jeannie 
Derrick and 

Stephen 
Elizabeth 

October 3rd Cas/Margaret Paul Ann 

 

Church Floodlighting  
 

The Church looks lovely when it is lit up at night. 
If you would like to have this in memory of a loved one, 

or to celebrate a special event, please contact: 
Paul Brown  01453 835 983 
The cost is £5.00 for 2 hours 
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Avening Memorial Hall bookings  
 

Please note there is now a new telephone number for  
bookings / enquiries for the Memorial Hall.   Just call or text.  

 

07583 073 604 
 

The Avening Memorial Hall Annual General Meeting will take place in 
the Hall at 7:30pm on 13 September 2010  - all welcome. This is an 
opportunity to review the progress made this year with the Hall and 

to hear future plans. If you are interested in being involved in running 
the Hall, this is your chance. 

Congratulations  
to all the youngsters who 
got their GCSE and ôAõ 

Level results in August.  
Good luck to you all for the 

future!  

 

Sandford Trust grant applications  
 

As treasurer of the Sandford Trust, a small charity for local young 
people going on to higher education or work based training, I 

would welcome applications for small grants from anyone living in 
the parish of Avening. The closing date is Monday 27th 

September, when the annual distribution of funds will be made. 
 

Applications should be made in writing to me: 
Jane Nelson  

54 Sandford Leaze, Avening, Gloucestershire, GL8 8PB  
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Recent update about Zimbabwe  
 
Venetia Winkfield recently gave a superb talk in Holy Cross Church 
about the general situation in Zimbabwe, in particular about the 
AIDS orphan charity that she helps run out there. She just wanted 
to add the following message to the village: 
 
Thank you all for being so interested in hearing about our Church's 
efforts in Zimbabwe to help AIDS orphans and the families who 
have taken them in. We are very grateful for your gifts, too, over 
the past couple of years, as on our own we would only be able 
to provide a little of the food, school expenses and medicines.  

Our group leads the whole Church congregation in doing at least 
something to help the children, just as you might do if you were 
there. This is a drop in the ocean of need, but a huge and 
sometimes life-saving difference for the children. Often a 
grandmother will take in, say, eight little orphan grandchildren, but 
she has no resources and they all starve together. Our 
group meets the families once a month, with a clinic and tiny library 

Venetia and Richard Winkfield after the talk in Holy Cross 
Church on 22nd  August 
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S Woodman  

Garden Services  
                                                                       

General Gardening  

Grass Cutting  ~  Hedge Cutting  

     Tree Cutting  ~  Fruit Tree Pruning  

General Ground Clearance  
 

Good Rates / O.A.P Discount  

Please Call: Home: 01453 834744  Mobile: 07814206803   

and a food parcel. In addition, each family has a designated person 
from our team to speak to and to discuss their problems - and to 
laugh with and exchange a hug.  

We try to have one person or group praying for each of the 
families, and if you would like to do this -- a three month 
commitment to start with - please let me know on 
venetial@zol.co.zw and I will tell you about 'your' family. 

Venetia Winkfield, Harare  

ALMOST ANGELS  
Aveningõs very own choir rehearses most 

Sundays at 12.15pm in the church.  Now 

preparing for the Matildaõs Day 

celebrations, ôGig in the Quarryõ, Christmas 

services, carols in the pubs -  you name it, weõll 

be there!  YOU HAVE BEEN WARNED!!  

 

More singers always welcome -  even if you arenõt sure if you 

can sing or not but fancy having a try. Contact Derrick 

(01453 835090) for further details  
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 QUEEN MATILDA½S WEEKEND FOR EVERYONE! 
 

Friday 10 th September   6-9pm : 

Jesterõs Disco by òAce of Diamondsó     

plus the Tuck Shop, on the School Lawn for the children of the 

village:  

A prize for the best Jester!        Contact:  Cassie: 834182 

************************************************** 
Saturday 11 th September 10am-4pm & Sunday 12 th, 

10.30-3.30pméé.. 

The Celebration of a Thousand Years of Weddings ! 

Avening Brides, Mothers, Grannies and Daughtersé.. 

Gather together your wedding outfit, photos, 

stories/videos, replica of your  bouquet and 

cakeé.. or just one or two of these (plus a tailorõs 

dummy if possible). 

Bring them along to the Church on Friday 10th 

September between 5pm-8pm   

Please contact Sarah Smith for all enquiries at 

sarahsmith777@hotmail.com  Tel: 836014  

Please note, that if you were married outside the village, you are 
welcome to exhibit too.  

Join Tina Hobley for a glass of Bubbly at Noon! 

Queen Matildaõs Tea Shop will be serving Wedding Cake 

and moreééé.. 

************************************************** 
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Sunday 12 th September   

At  Noonéé.. 

Thelma Schoonmaker Powell will display her wedding outfit 

and show the video of her wedding to film director Michael 

Powell,  

Then at 6pméé. 

Their Majesties,  

King William and Queen Matilda 

Graciously request your company  

At the anniversary of  

The consecration of their church  

And then to a Pig Face Feast in the grounds 
 

The Feast begins at 6.45pm (& ends by 10pm) 

This year we celebrate 930 years of services at Holy Cross 

Church   since its consecration in 1080, in the presence of 

Queen Matilda, King William and their Court.  We, too, will 

follow the service with a torchlight procession, Hog Roast 

and drinks, with sponsored medieval entertainment for all 

ages!  Soéé.Please come! 

 

Kindly sponsored by the Parish 
Council  

and the Church. 
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Few people know more about Avening than Riley and 
Joyce Vincent, who were both born and bred in the parish - and 
recently celebrated their 64th wedding anniversary. 

Riley was born in the High Street, into a long-established Avening 
family, sang in the Church choir from the age of six, and went to 
the village school. Joyce, whose maiden name was Beard, came 
from the hamlet of Lowesmoor and attended Cherington School. 
They met after they both obtained scholarships to Tetbury 
Grammar School, which in those days was in Long Street, where 
the doctorôs surgery is now - they both clearly remember the 
headmasterôs study, which is now the waiting room! There were no 
school buses in those days, but the council gave them each a 
bicycle, and they rode these to school, whatever the weather, 
keeping a change of clothes in school for the days they arrived 
soaked through. ñBad weather was no excuse for being late,ò adds 
Riley. 

On the eve of the Second World War Riley joined the RAF as an 
apprentice airframe fitter, and rather sooner than heôd expected 
found himself on active service, spending the next five years 
without a break in the Middle East with the Desert Air Force.  
Joyce, meanwhile, was training in Liverpool as a Primary School 
teacher. She returned to Gloucestershire in 1941 to teach in 
Minchinhampton School, where she spent most of her teaching 
career, eventually retiring as Deputy Head after a total of 38 years 
in the School. 

Despite being separated so long, they kept in touch through 
regular letters and finally, in 1946, they married in Cherington 
Church. After a couple of years with Joyceôs family in Lowesmoor, 
they bought the house in Point Road in Avening which is still their 
home today. But Riley was still in the RAF, so they were destined 
to spend long periods apart, as he was posted throughout the UK 
and Germany. Meanwhile Joyce, with the help of her parents, 
pursued her teaching career and brought up their son, Paul, the 
two of them joining Riley during the school holidays. His final 
posting, by chance, was to Aston Down airfield, and when he left 

 

Village People 



13 

 

the service in 1951 he stayed on working there as a civilian, before 
joining Danielôs Engineering in Stroud, where he stayed until he 
retired. 

Paul also became a teacher, and following, the family tradition, his 
own daughter teaches music. Joyce and Riley are very proud great-
grandparents to 18 month-old Connie.  

Riley is well known for his magnificent garden, a major feature of 
the Avening Garden Trail, and where he is to be seen most days, 
growing everything from runner beans and lettuces to aubergines 
and peppers.  Joyce also used to enjoy gardening, but now tends  
to óadmire and adviseô, while concentrating on her handicraft 
hobbies, particularly needlework, tapestry and knitting  

So, how has Avening changed over the years? ñBeyond 
recognition,ò they both say. ñFor one thing, we used to know 
everyone - now we barely know 5%. And Avening is no longer self- 
sufficient - all  the shops have gone. Things are much more 
convenient, of course: We didnôt have electricity here until 1938, or 
mains water until the late 50ôs, or sewers until 1960.ò 

Having lived so long in the village, the Vincents are a fund of 
information and stories about Avening. On several occasions, Riley 
has written some of these down for us in The Villager - and heôs 
promising to do some more, and maybe a slide show for the village 
- so watch this space! 
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The Cross Inn in 1916. Not so very differentéé..!! Thanks 
to Lionel Fletcher, who used to live in the village, for 

sending us this fascinating photo. 

Archive Corner  
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Avening - Where Nothing Happens... 
Avening - The Lost Cause  

Francis de Paravicini  

Vicar of Holy Cross Church 1856 to 1894  

Last month's edition of the Villager Magazine tried to throw some 
light on the rents of the Sandford Estates and the apparent 
disagreement over the amount of money claimed to have been left 
for the village's "poor boys". The article was accompanied by a 
photograph of the wooden board on the West Wall of the Church 
which was apparently raised after the dispute. Looking at that picture 
now, it seems odd that the sum of £200 is written away from the 
other script, which leaves one to question what was written originally. 

Francis' last Church engagement was in 1894 but he was still 
championing this cause of missing funds three years later, writing a 
letter to the parishioners detailing his doubts about the funds and the 
enquiry which was set up to look into the matter. 

The letter is dated the 6th of August 1897. He ends his letter, which 
included comments about the Avening 
Common and it's ownership thus: 

"And yet we are taunted with the fact 
that we have no parochial evidence of 
the identification of this parish charity, 
or of its Title Deeds, and parish books, 
when they were purposely stolen from 
the parish to conceal that evidence, 
and to prevent that identification. For a 
time, a fraud may succeed but a curse 
is attached to property fraudulently 
obtained, and time brings to light, 
though by slow degrees the evidence 
requisite to prove the wrong done and 
to justify the defender of the right". 

Francis de Paraviciniôs grave 
in Holy Cross Church 
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He was convinced he knew who was responsible but managed to 
overcome any bitterness, welcoming those he scorned at the Church 
for the services. 

Francis died seven weeks later and was buried in our Churchyard on 
Thursday the 30th of September 1897. 

He carried out over 800 baptisms, 300 marriages and 550 burials 
during his tenure and those of you who have ancestry in Avening 
from the mid-1800s will have a connection with Francis de 
Paravicini. He was succeeded as Rector by Edgar Edwards who 
was in our Parish until 1920. 

Fred Vening  
 

Here ends Fredôs fascinating dip into the archives of Francis de 
Paravicini, who sounds a fascinating character.  Many thanks to 
Fred for all the efforts he has made in researching and retelling 
the story of Aveningôs crusading vicar. Anything interesting to 
report on Edgar Edwards, Fred? - Ed 
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It's a Small World.....  

On the 30th of July, I received an enquiry regarding the 1901 
census from a lady in Canada, called Sherri. I replied and on the 
1st of August, I received this email from her: 

"Thank you Fred for the information. There is an Avening, 
Ontario in Canada about an hour from Toronto. I visited it this 
summer and the info centre told us the first settlers were from 
Avening, Glos, England. Their last name was Thornbury who 
afterwards moved to another area in Ontario by the water and 
named it Thornbury. It is a prosperous beautiful town now and is 
booming. Just some facts I thought you may be interested in." 

On the 4th of August, I received the following email from a lady in 
Australia named Alison. It said: 

"I am writing to enquire about an ancestor of mine - my 4x great-
grandfather - who was rector at Avening from 1779 - 1816. His 
name was Nathaniel Thornbury. I will be coming to the UK later 
this month and plan to visit Avening on the 17th. Is there any 
material on him in the Church?" 

Avening, 
Ontario 
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On the same day I received this from Sherri plus some photographs: 

"My Mom took these pictures of Avening, Ontario, Canada. I 
thought you would be interested in seeing them as the village is 
named from the Thornbury settler from Avening" 

I replied to Alison and told her I would be delighted to meet her and 
show her the Church and was pleased to invite her to lunch with  
Rev. Celia. I also mentioned the Avening, Ontario connection with 
the Thornburys and received the following reply, still on the 4th: 

"....the search for Frederick Charles Thornbury, born in 1809 
would seem to be our man - right age, right name and still with the 
Avening connection - a grandson of your Nathaniel, the son of 
William Henry Thornbury (my 3x great-grandfather) and a brother 
to Nathaniel Thornbury, my 2x great-grandfather. 

Alison duly arrived on the 17th and a very pleasant visit we had with 
her. 

She brought pictures of our Nathaniel and these will be published 
later. 

It is, indeed, a small world with the wonderful world wide web!! 

Fred Vening  

Alison from Australia visiting her great-great-great-great grandfathers Church! 
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Avening Arts Group 
 

AVENING ART SHOW 
Saturday 9

th
 and Sunday 10

th
 October  

Avening Memorial Hall  
 
With a range of themes including óJack Frostô (one of 
our winter themes); óChocolate Box (Easter); óNew 

Growthô, the Art Show competition theme; and Flowers in the Wild, 
our current focus, weôll have lots to show. And thereôs still time to 
join us, if you would like your work to be included. 
 
We meet every Thursday, from 10.00 ï 12.30 and would welcome 
new members. Contact Mick Williamson by phone on 01453 836 
318 or send an email to rmwilliamson@mac.com  for more 
information. 
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HANDYMAN & MAINTENAN CE SERVICES 

Routine maintenance    
Painting & Decorating  
Flat pack installation  
Gutters cleared  
Fences repaired  
Smoke alarms, shelves  
Curtain poles installed  
Gardening & vegetables  
Knife sharpening  

 

OAK LEAFSERVICES   
 

KEVIN LEA  
 

01453 762735 
077408 54170 

kevin.lea@virgin.net  
www.oakleafservices.co.uk  

Cas Boddam-Whetham. MCSP RCT 
Chartered Physiotherapist  

Craniosacral Therapist 
21 Nags Head Lane, Avening, Glos GL8 8NZ 

Tel: 01453 834 834   

Also at 

Five Valleys Physiotherapy & Sports Injury Clinic 
Brunel Mall, London Road, Stroud GL5 2BP    01453 755 948 

 

Member of the Organisation of Chartered Physiotherapists  
in Private Practice 

Registered with the Health Profession Council  
and all major medical insurance companies 

 

For treatment, advice or a friendly chat about your problem 
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Cherington Flower Show:  
Record Amount Raised!  

9 year old 
Lucy Hale, 
with the 
Childrenôs 
Handicrafts 
Cup  

After weeks of preparation, once again it was Show Time.!  Eve of Show Party 
kicked off at Westrip Farm - Pimms and scrumptious Hog Roast with a 
teasingly compelling Quiz to be tackled before supper ï all ticket proceeds to 
the Show thanks to great generosity of Roger Maggs. 

A fine day dawned for our traditional Flower Show and Fun Dog Show on 
Sunday 25

th
 July ï forecast good ï what a relief!  The Old Rectory Lawn, 

thanks to new owners Tom and Danielle, once again the focus for stalls and 
games, with teas served from Topuptentsô jolly yellow and red marquee 
pitched on the cricket ground and the Pavilion.  

Come 9am the Green was buzzing with competitors of all ages tripping across 
to the Village Hall clutching cakes, jams, pictures, ógardens on platesô, sugar 
mice and knitted cardis, avoiding collision with enormous cabbages bound for 

Coxes Barn and precious floral entries for the 
church. Both flower arrangements in the Church 
and the Horticulture competitions were surprisingly 
splendid, despite the warm dry weather. These 
competitions get people rarinô to go long before the 
show. What shall I sow? What can I make? What 
flowers will be in bloom? 
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Handicrafts:  Wendy Eldridge  
�&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�V�·���&�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q�V�� 

      Lucy Hale 
Amy Wood Cup for Best 

Flower Arrangement:  

      Sue Rooker 
Horticulture:  Brian Cook 
Mabberley Cup for Best 

Horticulture Exhibit:  

     John Nettleton  

Little & 
Large 
at the 
Fun 
Dog 
Show!! 

At Coxes an innovation this year ï an exhibition of Art from Cherington, 
brainchild of Henry Arden - was a resounding success. Another innovation, 
from Sarah Priday, was óDressing the Wellô. Our fountain, for so long the 
source of water in the village, morphed into an arrestingly attractive feature 
decked with bunting and flowers surrounding a wishing well ï all devised by 
Liz Bate-Williams. 

At 3pm Mike Mitchell got the Fun Dog Show into full swing ï keeping to a 
traditional format with fun for all dogs, dog lovers and owners alike and a 
useful contribution to the revenue too. 

There was a fantastically good result from all the stalls, notably Caroleôs 
Plants, (ably helped by Christine), ice creams, cakes, bottles, bric a brac and 
clothes of all kinds. We were short-handed this year, but we were touched by 
the loyalty of friends returning from far away especially for the Show to 
organise The Teas ï grateful thanks to Sarah, Christopher, Johnny and Emma 
(and of course to all who baked in preparation).  David Wood drove up from his 
new home in Devon to help with the Car Parking.  Brian Watts, child of 
Cherington, came over from Swindon way to help out too.  Even total 
newcomers like Matt and Adele stepped in with enthusiasm to handle 
mountains of books for sale. 


