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ôEllo, ôello, ôello! Wotõs going on 

ôere then? 

Scarecrows invade Avening! 
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Parish Priest:    The Reverend Celia Carter  

Tel: 01453 832 716         Fax: 01453 834 885 

The Villager Magazine  
 

Editors: Nicholas Winkfield & Jane Archer  
 E-mail: editors@acvillager.co.uk 

Tel: 07885 139 275 (Nicholas)  07812 137 161 (Jane) 
 

COPY DEADLINE: 20th of each month  
 

If you would like to have a copy of the magazine delivered  to your home each 
month, please contact Cas Boddam-Whetham on 01453 834 834  

 

AVENING   

Churchwardens  George Buchanan 01453  833 016 

 Stephanie Hamilton 01453  834 910 

Sacristan    

PCC Secretary  Margaret Barton 01453 835 541 

PCC Treasurer  Peter Best 01453 835 287 

Organist  Stuart Walkley 01453 757 784 

Flower Team  Gill Parsons  

CHERINGTON   

Churchwardens  Roger Gegg 01453 834 805 

 John Bate-Williams 01666 503 544 

Sacristan  Beryl Milsom 01285 841 248 

PCC Secretary  Elizabeth Workman 01285 841 294 

PCC Treasurer    

Organist  Elizabeth Workman 01285 841 294 

 Beryl Milsom 01285 841 248 

Flower Team  Elizabeth Workman 01285 841 294 

Reader licenced to  
Avening & Cherington  

Derrick Pierce 01453 835 090 

Please note 
new email 
address! 
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 Sunday Services in Avening & Cherington 

Day / Date  Time  Church  Event  

Sunday 08.00 Avening Holy Communion BCP 

August 1st 09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCW 

  11.00 Avening Holy Communion BCW & Sunday School 

      

Sunday 08.00  Avening Holy Communion BCP 

August 8th 09.30 Cherington Matins BCP (& coffee after service) 

  11.00 Avening Holy Communion BCW & Sunday School 
& Holy Baptism 

        

Sunday 08.00 Avening Holy Communion BCP 

August 
15th 

09.30 Cherington Matins BCP 

  11.00 Avening Holy Communion BCW & Sunday School 

        

Sunday 08.00 Avening Holy Communion BCP 

 August 
22nd 

09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCP 

  19.00 Avening Holy Communion BCW & Sunday School 
(including update on Zimbabwe by 
Venetia Winkfield) 

        

 Sunday 08.00 Avening Holy Communion BCP 

 August 
29th 

09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCW 

  11.00 Avening Holy Communion BCW & Sunday School 
(coffee after service) 

        

 Sunday 08.00 Avening Holy Communion BCP 

 September 
1st 

09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCW 

  11.00 Avening Holy Communion BCW & Sunday School 
(& coffee after service) 
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Forthcoming Weddings & Baptisms  
 
 Baptism:  Alexander James Rannoch Reid 
    (Sunday 8th August) 
  
 Weddings: Bevan Whitehead and Biliana Ivanova  
    (Saturday 14th  August) 
 
    William O Neill and Emma Jane Curtis  
    (Monday 23rd August) 
  

 

Church Duties in Avening 

Date  Sidespersons  
 Chalice  

Assistants  
Sacristan  

August 1st George/Piers Hamish Elizabeth  

August 8th Margaret/Jeanie Stephen Marion 

August 15th Stephanie/Cas Paul Ann 

August 22nd Frances/ George Hamish Elizabeth 

August 29th Margaret/Piers  Derrick Marion 

September 5th Jeanie/ Cas Stephen Ann 
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Wishing a speedy recovery to Postman Ian  

Avening postman Ian Trinder 
would like to thank everyone in 
the village who has sent gifts and 
cards and has wished him a 
speedy recovery. He would like 
you all to know that your thoughts 
and good wishes are greatly 
appreciated by him and his family. 
 
Avening would also like to thank 
Ian for the many years of service 
he has given the village, 
delivering the mail in all weathers 
- as can be seen from this photo! 
(A hardy breed, postmen) His 
smile and wave for everyone was 
always appreciated, and his 
knowledge of the area second to 
none.  
 

Hardly surprising, really, since he was born in Cherington and moved 
to Avening when he was quite young, along with his eight brothers 
and sisters, most of whom still live in this area. He went to Avening 
school and then moved on to Sir William Romneyôs, eventually 
making Tetbury his home, even though he married an Avening girl. 
He has two daughters and is proud granddad to a granddaughter 
and grandson. 
 
But Ian has never lost his links to the village, and as well as being 
postman here for 23 years, he often returns to visit his sister 
Margaret (Bleasdale) and other relatives here. A keen skittles player, 
Ian has played for various Malmesbury and Tetbury clubs - but 
always returned to Avening for the Church fete where he can be 
regularly seen ósticking upô the fallen skittles. 
 
All the village would like to wish Ian a rapid recovery and a healthy 
and happy future. 
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The Parish Letter 

 

We are told that the Anglican Communion is threatened with schism.  
The Anglo Catholics and the Evangelicals within the Church of 
England are threatening to break away from the ómiddle of the roadô, 
more liberal, thinking part of the Church. 

Those of you who may not have followed the goings on in the General 
Synod this last month must be wondering what it is that is proving so 
contentious and controversial. 

What are the great issues that concern the Church in the 21st century?   
Is it the ever rising third world debt that subjects so many countries in 
Africa and South America to extreme poverty?  Or is it the high 
incident of child mortality, or a child dying every minute of the day from 
hunger or disease, somewhere in the world?  Is it the lack of clean 
water or the destruction of the rain forests? All issues that should 
concern the Church.  Maybe it is the rise of the Islamic influence in the 
West, or the issue of unemployment in this country and the burden of 
individual debt?  The unhappy state of our teenage children with their 
ever increasing dependency on alcohol and drugs? 

Noééstrangely enough it is none of these issues that have disturbed 
the Church hierarchy. 

The day of heated debate within the Synodéthe unleashed fury of the 
so called ótraditionalistsôé the open defiance of certain groups of the 
clergy to the authority of the Archbishopsééis all over the issue 
oféé.. Women Bishops! 

It would be laughable if it were not so tragic.  The spectacle of 
indignant priests storming out of the chamber in protest is not only 
ridiculous but embarrassing, and deeply damaging to the churchôs 
image.  The impression it gave to the World, both religious and 
secular, is of an institution which is óout of touchô and only concerned 
with its own affairs. 

The attitude of certain clergy reflects more of that of the High Priests 
and Pharisees of the Temple 2000 years ago, than that of the 
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enlightened followers of Christ. 

The Traditionalists appear to be driven by the fear of change and a 
refusal to trust the leading of the Holy Spirit. 

How sad that the union of the Church of England should be 
threatened by such an irrelevance.  In the scale of things how can it 
possibly matter whether a bishop is male of female?  Can the colour 
purple really have such influence on us all? 

Jesus came to free people from the restriction of the Jewish Law.  
Jesus offered them something newéé moving the focus from 
religious prejudice and controléé to the things that matter to God  
ñGo and tend the widows, the orphans, the hungry, the destitute, the 
sickéé.those in prison.  Care for one another, love one another.ò   

Of course the affairs of the Church should be managed efficiently by 
those most qualified to do soéééand inevitably the time will come 
when women are made bishops, but in the scale of things it is no 
great matter.  It is the Christian Mission which should be always 
foremost in our thoughts: to take the Gospel of Love to the World and 
to fight for justice and freedom for all people. 

The World and her people are in great need, both spiritually and 

physically and are waiting for inspired and motivated leadership. 

Rev. Celia  

 

Avening Memorial Hall bookings  
 

Please note there is now a new telephone number for  
bookings / enquiries for the Memorial Hall.   Just call or text.  

 

07583 073 604 
 

The Avening Memorial Hall Annual General Meeting will take place in 
the Hall at 7:30pm on 13 September 2010  - all welcome. This is an 
opportunity to review the progress made this year with the Hall and 
hear future plans. If you are interested in being involved in running 

the Hall, this is your chance. 
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An Enchanting Walk  
 

On a balmy evening in June, a group of people gathered at the 
gates of Avening Court for a very special walk through the gardens. 
We were greeted by our guide, Tony Russell, who led us up the 
drive, alongside the lake and stream, pointing out interesting trees 
on the way. Our first stop was in the Italianate formal gardens 
where the topiary and roses were at their magnificent best 
 
 
 
 
 

Then on to the less formal grounds nearer the house. Here the 
stream widens into a series of pools with waterside planting and 
the setting sun glinting on the water was magical. But our prime 
interest was to learn about the trees; among many species, these 
included a gigantic Wellingtonia, a óHandkerchief Treeô, Ernest 
Wilsonôs magnificent cherry and a most interesting walnut tree. 
This tree, nearly 400 years old, is said to have been used as the 
gallows for the unfortunate victims tried at the court of Judge 
Jeffries during the Bloody Assizes in the late 17th century. Now 
reclining at an angle across the stream and partially supported, it is 
still very much alive despite its great age. A chilling memory of 
former times. 
 
Tony shared his fund of stories about the early plant collectors who 
brought so many specimens to our shores from places as far away 
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S Woodman  

Garden Services  
                                                                       

General Gardening  

Grass Cutting  ~  Hedge Cutting  

     Tree Cutting  ~  Fruit Tree Pruning  

General Ground Clearance  
 

Good Rates / O.A.P Discount  

Please Call: Home: 01453 834744  Mobile: 07814206803   

as South America and China - not easy places to explore in those 
days. Our woodland and gardens would be poorer places without 
the many varieties these provide. We were reminded of the old 
adage (definitely not PC in the 21st century) -òa dog, a wife and a 
walnut tree, the more you beat 
ôem, the better they beò - 
certainly not true with regard 
to a dog and a wife, but 
apparently beating the trunk of 
a walnut tree is said to actually 
encourage fruiting! 
 
The walk ended on the lawn at 
Avening Court where we met 
up with a second group who 
were about to set out with 
Tony on the same route. We 
all enjoyed a glass of wine and 
canapés which rounded off a 
perfect evening.  
 
We are grateful for Tony for 
guiding us and to Karin and 
Jack Richards for their hospitality. 
 
Kathleen Lindesay  
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Francis de Paravicini  

Vicar of Holy Cross Church, Avening (1856 to 1894)  

In the June edition of this magazine, I quoted Francis' writing in the 
Parish Magazine "Home Works", published on the 1st of April, 1889, 
when he takes up the subject of Avening Common and the "bloodless 
coup" earlier in the 19th century, which led to the Common being "no 
more". 

His article compared Avening village life in 1889 to that of seventy years 
earlier and he goes on to talk about education. He says: 

"Of what are now reckoned ordinary home comforts the poor of those 
days could not have had any. How they obtained food and clothing 
enough, even of the coarsest kinds, with which to maintain life in health 
and strength, it is hard to imagine. 

And education had not then instructed the dwellers in the poorer homes. 
A village dame may, perhaps, have taught a few of the young ones to 
read; and the rents of the Sandford Charity Estate, before it was stolen 
from the parish, doubtless paid that dame to teach some twelve favoured 
poor boys, for whom clothing the Charity also provided. But even of that 
educational advantage the homes of the poor were soon after deprived, 
when the Sandford Estate was actually stolen from the parish, with its 
title-deeds, and with all the parish officer's account-books, which 
recorded the receipt and expenditure of the rents of that estate. Thus all 
traces of the identity of that estate, and even the proofs of its existence, 
in its title-deeds, with the LEGAL agreement under which the 
parishioners had allowed the Common to remain closed for a definite 
time, and for a special yearly pay-........" 

And here the quotation ends as the following page of that edition is 
missing. Well now, what do we make of that? 

In the Church on the west wall behind the organ and to the left of our War 
Memorial hangs a wooden board detailing the works of the Sandford 
Estate Charity, a portion of which is shown in this photo. 

Avening - Where Nothing Happens... 
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Francis went "to press" with the accusation but was careful enough not 
to name names. Did he know who was responsible? 

I shall investigate further to see if we can identify who had upset our 
vicar, causing him to be so adamant in his condemnation. 

Fred Vening  
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Avening Open Gardens  
The Avening Open Garden 2010 event on the 4 July was very 

successful, and raised over £1,600, which will be shared between the 

Memorial Hall and Holy Cross Church.   

A total of 11 gardens 
opened on the day and 
provided visitors with a 
diverse range and styles 
of gardens to visit. 
ranging from  the  
impressive and spacious 
grounds of Avening Court 
to the wonderful efficiency 
of Riley Vincentôs flower 
and vegetable garden - 
not an inch wasted - and 

the intimate and beautiful small gardens of Pike House Mews.    
 
R e f r e s h m e n t s  w e r e 
provided in the village hall, 
with a plant stall outside, 
while the church hosted 
bell ringing at 2pm, and 
Fred Venning provided 
information on family 
history inside. It was a 
thoroughly enjoyable day 
and well attended by more 
than 200 visitors!  Many 
thanks to all who opened their gardens and the volunteers who made 
the day such a success!!! 
 
 
STOP PRESS! The Avening Memorial Hall Management Committee 
would like to say a big THANK YOU to the Avening Open Gardens 
Committee for their very generous donation of over £800 from this 
year's Open Gardens event, which will help with the roof repairs. 
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Eye examinations at home ï for the housebound  

Specialised service ï free (NHS) for those over 60  

including Glaucoma, Macular, Visual Fields Screening  

and full sight test  

Telephone 01453 833272   Mobile 07800 821624  

Graham OôRegan BSc(Hons) FSMC FCOptom 

 

O.L.Cottle  
Family Business  

 

Hand Carved Memorials   :  Cremation Plaques 

Additional Inscriptions  :  Renovations and Cleaning 

All Types of Stonework 

Tel: 01453 762877 
36 Slad Road, Stroud, Gloucestershire 

THE HANDY GENTLEMAN  

For those small DIY jobs that make a BIG difference! 
Contact The Handy Gentleman on 07590 990 530  

 or email  thehandygentleman@yahoo.co.uk  

for quick, reliable and polite service.  

Painting & decorating Log cutting, splitting & stacking 

Building pre-packed furniture Gardening, mowing & strimming 

Picture hanging Drain clearance and tap washers 

Curtain poles fitted Headboards made & recovered 
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From our Foreign Correspondent previously 
based in Senegalé. 

 

Ever wondered what happens to those old clothes you donate 
to Oxfam ? 

 

ñFriperiesò ï a much better word in French than the English 
translation of ñsecond-hand clothesò - is big business in Senegal. 
Throughout the capital city of Dakar there are roadside stalls selling 
used shirts, dresses, shoes, childrenôs clothes, even underwear 
(clean, I hasten to add!). The stall holders who sell these items 
usually have to buy them from a small number of importers, who 

are free to set prices as they wish. Since March 2007, however, 
Oxfam has been working to ensure that good quality clothes can be 
accessed by traders at all levels at competitive prices. When I was 
in Senegal in May (as illustrated in last months Villager!) I had the 
opportunity to witness this unique business in action. 

Donated used clothes not sold in Oxfam shops in England are sent 
to a large warehouse in Huddersfield, and some of these - about 48 
containers, or 1,200 tons - are shipped annually to Senegal, to be 
sorted and sold by an Oxfam private enterprise subsidiary, in Dakar 
called FripEthique. The company, which was set up in 2007, 
employs 25 people, with many others benefiting both directly and 
indirectly, thereby helping to reduce poverty through encouraging a 
vibrant private sector.    

Women sorting 
clothes in the 
FripEthique  
sorting facility 
in Dakar 
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Itôs amazing to watch the team of women rapidly working through 
large piles of clothing, deftly separating the items into over 40 
distinct categories - everything from nightwear, trousers, childrenôs 
dresses, baby clothes, menôs shirts and T-shirts for all ages, to 
accessories such as baseball hats or belts, with additional 
categories for sheets, towels and material. Anything considered 
unusable as clothing is categorised as rag, but even this has a 
market. The women work hard, eight hour days in a frequently hot, 
dusty warehouse, but staff retention is excellent and there is a 
queue of women waiting to be employed should the opportunity 
arise. They have good salaries and, in comparison to similar jobs, 
excellent working conditions, with masks and gloves to protect 
them, and fans to reduce the heat. 

The sorted clothes are put into large plastic sacks, and 
compressed into tightly-sealed bales weighing 45kg. They are 
available for anyone to purchase, from a market stall holder 
walking in off the street to buy a single bale of menôs shirts, to a 
large scale dealer looking for a variety of clothing to supply to his 
customers throughout Dakar. According to FripEthique, traders are 
keen to buy from them because the quality of second-hand clothes 
from the UK is much higher than those received from other 
countries. A bale of cotton dresses sells for the equivalent of £65, 
while the highest selling item - surprising enough, a bale of bras - 
goes for about £200.  

Food for thought when you next have a clear-out of your wardrobe! 

Jane Archer  
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RECIPES FROM  

PETEõS BISTRO  

Every few months we will be sharing a recipe from the bistro that uses 
seasonal fare. Our first recipe features the summertime treat, the 
raspberry, and is proving to be one of our most popular desserts! It is 
simple yet elegant and will be enjoyed by adults and children alike. 
 

Raspberry Posset with Shortbread  
(approx 8 servings) 

 
Possets        Shortbread 
250ml Fresh Raspberry Puree  200g Plain Flour 
500ml Double Cream    100g Cornflour 
150g Caster Sugar     220g Soft Butter 
Juice of ½ Lemon     100g Caster Sugar 
 
For the possets, bring the cream to the boil and simmer for 2-3 mins. 
Remove from the heat and add the sugar, puree and lemon juice, 
stirring until thoroughly mixed. Let the mix cool slightly, pour into wine 
glasses and chill in the fridge until set. 
For the shortbread, mix all the ingredients till they come together into 
a smooth paste. Roll into a sausage shape, wrap in cling film and chill 
in the fridge for an hour. Slice into biscuits and bake on a non-stick 
tray at 160ęC for approx 12 mins. till the edges of the biscuits start to 
turn golden. 
 
Did You Knowé... 

The raspberry (Rubus idaeus) is a member of the rose family 
Yellow, orange and purple raspberries are grown in some parts of 
the world 
Raspberries are high in potassium, fibre, iron and vitamins  
A and C.  
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Jessica is our shining STAR  
 
Jessica Robins: what a month she 
has had! 
 

Jessica is a pupil of Sir William 
Romney School, a member of 
Stroud Athletic Club, and also a 
member of Dursley Dolphins 
swimming club. 
 

At Sports Day in early June, 
Jessica broke the school record in 
the 800m race, which had stood 
for 24 years. She also just missed 
breaking the record in the 200m 
race by only 0.6 of a second . 
 

On the weekend of 19th- 20th June, 
Jessica took part in the Open 
Meet Swimming Event at the Gloucester GL1. On the Saturday 
Jessica swam in four races and won 3 silver medals and a bronze, on 
the Sunday she swam in five events and got two gold, one bronze, 
one 4th and a speeding ticket for going to fast!!!!. And she also won a 
trophy for the under-13 age group for the most points scored over the 
weekend. Wow, what a GIRL! We are all so proud of her. 
 

Della Robins, Jessicaôs grandmother 

HANDYMAN & MAINTENAN CE SERVICES 

Routine maintenance    
Painting & Decorating  
Flat pack installation  
Gutters cleared  
Fences repaired  
Smoke alarms, shelves  
Curtain poles installed  
Gardening & vegetables  
Knife sharpening  

 

OAK LEAFSERVICES   
 

KEVIN LEA  
 

01453 762735 
077408 54170 

kevin.lea@virgin.net  
www.oakleafservices.co.uk  
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Out and About 

 
 
 
 

The Egg Theatre, 
Bath  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This bijoux, intimate 100 seat theatre just down the road in Bath is 
the first purpose built theatre for young people. Itôs been open 
about five years, is perfect for a little personôs first theatre 
experience and caters for all ages to 25 years. Each production is 
age ranged and everything my children have seen they loved. The 
auditorium looks stunning and the foyer is welcoming with a kids 
activity corner, kiddy sized loos and a cool café. 
 
Itôs a great outing to incorporate when visiting Bath and is easy to 
find as itôs part of the Theatre Royal complex. Park and Ride drops 
of in the main shopping street just around the corner from the 
entrance or there are car parks nearby. 
 

Box Office: 01225 823409 
The Egg, Saint Johnôs Place, Bath, BA1 1ET 

 

Liz Bury  
 

If you too have a favourite place, please email us! - Ed 

Places you could visit if you get bored with Avening & Cherington.  
Quite impossible, we know, buté.. 

Photo: Anne Minors 


