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The Parish Christmas Letter  

This Christmas, once again, the Church Bells will ring out over our 
valleys to celebrate the birth of the Christ child.  A tradition which is 
essentially English and which people of these parishes have enjoyed 
for over 400 years. Bells which were placed in the tower or steeple 
as the highest place near to Heaven. Bells which were used to tell the 
time of the day for which service they were pealing.  Bells which 
chime the presence of Jesus Christ in our daily lives. 
 
Whether or not we consider ourselves to be committed Christians, we 
can all see in this Holy Child the symbolism of Hope, Purity and 
Innocence.  Hope, above all, because this child grew to be the man 
who lived a life of loving, generous self giving.  Someone, who 
against all the odds, believed that mankind is redeemableé.able to 
change and live another way.  At Christmas time, even if only for a 
few days,  we catch a glimpse of what the World could be.  People 
reaching out to each other, welcoming a neighbour into their home, 
visiting a sick friend and sharing whatever they have with someone 
who has very little.  Amidst all the fun and warmth and laughter, 
however, there are still some who can get sidelined, and can be 
almost unbearably lonely. There is no doubt that any sadness or 
disaster seems to be more acute at this time. 
 
The Nativity scene focuses us on family love.......... and part of the 
wonder is how the Nativity story draws in others, and identifies with 
the less fortunate in society.  As our bells ring out, I pray that you will 
comeé.. and encourage others to be with you, so that we all 
celebrate together.  
 
I pray that the sound of the bells will make us all stop, and wonder, at 
the most amazing life ever lived, the one who simply asked us to love 
and respect one another. 
 
May you all have a happy and peaceful Christmas. 
 

Rev Celia 
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Services in Avening & Cherington  
 

December 

Sunday   08.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCP 
December 5th 09.30 Cherington No service 
Advent 2  11.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCW 
         (Bellringers service) 
    12.30 Avening  Baptism of Arthur Edward Cornelius 
    5.00pm Cherington Christingle Childrensô service, followed 
         by Carols around the Tree on the Green 
 
 
Sunday   08.00 Avening  No service 
December 12th 09.30 Cherington Matins 
Advent 3  11.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCW & Sunday School 
    3.00pm Avening  Christmas party for all children of both  
         parishes (ages  0 to 8 years old) 
 
 
Sunday   08.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCP 
December 19th 09.30 Cherington No service 
Advent 4  11.00 Avening  No service 
    12.00 The Bell Inn Carols followed by Christmas Lunch 
         (open to allé) 
    5.00 pm Cherington Traditional Carol Service 
    7.00 pm Avening  Traditional Carol Service 
 
 
Friday   4.00pm Avening  Childrensô Crib service  (please bring a 
December 24th      present for children with special needs) 
Christmas Eve 10.00pm Cherington Christmas Mass 
    11.30pm Avening  Midnight Mass 
 
 
Saturday  08.00 Avening  No service 
December 25th 09.30 Cherington Family Celebration with Holy Communion 
Christmas Day 11.00 Avening  Family Celebration with Holy Communion 
 
Sunday   08.00 No service  
December 26th 09.30 No service 
Boxing Day  11.00 No service 
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Sunday   08.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCP 
January 2nd  09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCW 
    11.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCW & Sunday School 
         (& coffee after service) 
 
Sunday   08.00 Avening  No service 
January 9th  09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCW 
Epiphany  11.0 0 Avening  Holy Communion BCW & Sunday School 
 
 
Sunday   08.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCP 
January 16th 09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCW 
Epiphany 2  11.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCW & Sunday School 

 
 
Sunday   08.00 Avening  No service 
January 23rd 09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCW 
Epiphany 3  11.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCW & Sunday School 
 
 
Sunday   08.00 Avening  No service 
January 30th 09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCW 
Epiphany 4  11.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCW & Sunday School 
 

 
Sunday   08.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCP 
February 6th  09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCW 
    11.00 Avening  Holy Communion BCW & Sunday School 

 

Services in Avening & Cherington  
 

January  

 

SERVICES IN WINTER MONTHS 
 

From November until early spring, Rev Celia shall be 
Celebrating Holy Communion at 8.00am on the 

1st and 3rd Sundays of the month 
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Forthcoming Baptisms 
 
 
Avening 12.30pm December 5th 
    Arthur Edward Cornelius 

 

Church Floodlighting 
 

 
 

Welcome to The Villager  
Bumper December Edition 

 
Decemberôs edition of the Villager is a special bumper edition, 

covering all the events in the village over the Christmas season, and 
delivered FREE to every household.  

Many thanks to Avening Parish council for part-subsidising  
this great village event. 

 

If you want to subscribe to this magazine and thus 

keep your fingers on the pulse of things, do 

contact Cas Bonham-Wheddam on 

01453 834 834 

The Church looks lovely when it is lit up at 
night. 

If you would like to have this in memory of a 
loved one, or to celebrate a special event, 

please contact 
Paul Brown 01453 835 983 
The cost is Ã5.00 for 2 hours 
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Church Duties in Avening  

Date    Sidespersons  Chalice Assôt Sacristan 
 
December 5th  Cas/George   Derrick   Elizabeth 
 
December 12th  Margaret/Jeanie  Paul    Marion 
 
December 19th  (no 11.00am service) -    - 
 
December 24th (crib) -     Derrick/Stephen Marion 
December 24th (midnight) Frances/Piers -    Ann 
 
December 25th  George/Stephanie Paul    Elizabeth 
 
January 2nd   Cas/Frances   Hamish   Marion 
 
January 9th   Margaret/George  Derrick   Ann 
 
January 16th   Stephanie/Piers  Stephen   Elizabeth 
 
January 23rd   Jeanie/Frances  Paul    Marion 
 
January 30th   George/Cas   Hamish   Ann 
 
February 6th   Stephanie/Margaret Derrick   Elizabeth 

PRAYING UP POINT ROAD! 

Monday January 17th 

Christine Duff`s home, High Gables, Point Road, Avening. 

 

Do join us to pray for our church and community and have a cup 

of coffee or even a glass of wine!  
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Avening Memorial Hall  

Rev Celia (and shadow) dedicate the new plaque, on which the names of men 
who died in the two world wars can be clearly read 

Avening has a long and fascinating history, as a packed Memorial 
Hall of locals discovered, when Riley Vincent gave a talk on Saturday 
13th November.  
 
The event was part of the Remembrance weekend celebrations and 
the first act of the evening was the unveiling and dedication of the 
new plaque above the door of the Hall, inscribed with the names of all 
those who fell in the two World Wars. Rev Celia explained that when 
the Memorial Hall was built in memory of those who lost their lives in 
the 1914 - 1918 war, the niche was made to record their names, but 
they never found a way to do it successfully. Nearly 100 years - and 
another world war - later, Avening archivist Fred Venning finally sorted 
it out, and specially lit for the evening, it looked most impressive. 
 
Riley then took us through his set of slides illustrating the history of 
the village, starting with the Bronze Age barrows around Nags Head, 
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Riley prepares to give his 
talk about the history of 
Avening 

progressing through 
Medieval times, to the 
days when Avening had a 
thriving wool industry with 
seven mills in the valley. 
He also gave us a potted 
history of all the main 
houses in the village and 

their various occupants over the years. 
 
Particularly fascinating to listen to were 
his stories of his own childhood in the 
village 80 years ago, together with his 
memories of the school and the teachers 
of his day. Tales of the excitement when 
the water pumps and then the gas and 
finally electricity came to the village made 
us realise just how much conditions have 
changed in a single lifetime. (You can 
read some of Rileyôs recollections on 
page 32). Everything was illustrated with 
photos, some archive black and white and 
some comparative views of the same spot 
as it now appears, and there were also 
displays of archive photos on boards 
around the Hall.  
 
It was a really fascinating and enjoyable 
evening and we would all like to thank 
Riley and Fred and also Click Mitchell for organising it and all the 
people who helped make it such a great success. 

Jane Archer 
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Village People  

Derek Ind 
 
If you live in Avening then you will certainly know Derek, for in retirement he 
must be even busier than when he was working. Derek is a true Avening 
resident in the sense that both his father and his grandfather were born in the 
village, and he still lives here with his wife Eileen. They had a house built next 
door to the home where he grew up. The name they gave it is an indication as 
to where Derekôs passions lie, óthe Stumpsô! 
 
Born in 1942 Derek started Avening School at the age of four, and he is still 
there ï this time however in his role as Head of Governors. Derek has very 
fond and entertaining memories of his school days. Passing his school 
certificate a year early meant that he was rather kicking his heels for a while 
until he was able to go to Tetbury Grammar. Still this was not time wasted as 
he was often called upon to help fire up the boiler, refill the coke buckets and 
provide a little entertainment for the other pupils when on very cold days the 
Head, Peter Smith, would suggest he throw water on the playground to make 
an impromptu skating rink!!! My how things have changed! 
 
Derek was clearly a very enterprising boy. When not at school he worked for 
Marshal May, the bakers at the end of Point Road. He would collect Rufus the 
horse from the fields, which are now Sandford Leaze, and take him to the 
stables down the High Street. Here he would hitch him to the cart and help 
deliver the bread.  Later, after leaving school, Derek had a short stint as a 
postman delivering the mail in around Avening. He was always welcomed he 
said, as his post included the wages of the local workmen and their wives 
would be waiting on the doorsteps to sign for their money.  Finally the 
opportunity to train as an Environmental Health Officer came up and, following 
six years of training and a daily commute to Bristol, Derek embarked on a 
career which would last for 47 years, and ended two years ago when he retired 
as Environmental Protection Manager for Stroud District Council. 
 
When I say retire though, perhaps I should have said moved on, for Derek has 
been secretary of Avening Social Club for 50 years, a founder member of 
Avening and Cherington Cricket Club and Chair of Governors at Avening 
School to name but a few of his pastimes. 
 
Derekôs love for this village is clear. He met his wife here when she was 
training to be a nursery nurse at Avening House. When the new trainees 
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 arrived, he said the local lads would pop along and check them out! Clearly it 
was the place to go for a few marriages in the village resulted from this influx of 
pretty young women. 

 
Eileen has evidently embraced Derekôs 
passion for Avening, and most importantly 
itôs cricket team. Started in 1961, itôs 
original home was on the football pitch 
where the game was played on coconut 
matting.  It was eventually amalgamated 
with Cherington in 1981. ñIn all these years 
I have never missed a matchò, declared 
Derek, ñno, not even for our honeymoonò 
quipped Eileen!! As to the Social Club, well 
his dedication to that was obvious after he 
helped stop it floating away in the floods of 
1964 ï but thatôs another story. 
 

 I, for one, applaud you Derek. Your huge generosity of time and energy has 
ensured that Avening has many wonderful facilities. Not least of which is our 
lovely school to which you give so much in so many ways, especially at this 
time of the year Ho, Ho Ho!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clare Steele 

Above: Derrick on the 
Flying Fox with his 
grandchildren. 
 
 
 
Right: Derrick at Avening 
Primary School in May 
1949. He is the dark 
haired little boy in the 
middle, behind the girl in 
the spotty dress! 
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Eric Norman Roberts 
 

22nd December 1918 - 2nd November 2010 
 

 

When it comes the time to part, 
It leaves a void within the heart 

For the one we love, no more is here 
And hopelessness, loneliness, is always near 

 

They say that time heals all things, 
 But is this really true? 

Tomorrow is another day I know 
But will my love be less than now? 

 

I cannot imagine happiness without you 
For in all thinks you had a part, 
So the love I have within my heart 
Will, through Eternity, be true. 

 

E.N. Roberts, 1996 
 

It is, of course, a coincidence, but I think a wonderfully fitting one, that we should be 
holding this Service for Eric at this particular time, when the whole Nation is 
commemorating the lives of thousands of men and women who died in the two World 
Wars. Fitting because Eric experienced much of what we are remembering.  He, like 
those others, joined up to fight for King and Country, lost many friends, saw some 
terrible things, knew what it was to be force marched, to be hungry, to be captured by 
the enemy and made a prisoner of war.  He, too, with all those thousands of others was 
very young when he enlisted and yet was willing to give his all.   
 

Such was the closeness between himself and Ivy, the depth of their love and 
understanding of each other, that Eric was able to speak of his wartime experiences to 
her.  Theirs was a long and wonderful marriage spanning nearly 70 years for they 
married in 1941 and yet for most of those early years they were separated from one 
another.   
 

Eric was born in 1918, one of four brothers, and went to Grammar School in Dudley, 
Worcestershire, where he was to meet Ivy.  He enlisted into the Royal Signals and was 
sent out to the Middle East to serve as a Signalman in the Tanks. During a night attack 
at Mersa Matruh, in Egypt, Eric and his fellow soldiers were taken prisoner by the 
Germans.  They were put on an Italian ship which, when out to sea, was torpedoed by 
the British.  Eric experienced the full horror of being trapped on a sinking ship on its 
side, with people leaping into the sea all around him in an attempt to escape.  While 
still trapped on board, he had a vision of two of his brothers reassuring him that he 
would be alright. Later, when he received a letter from Ivy telling him of the death of 
Arthur and Tom from tuberculosis, he told her he already knew they had died, and that 
he felt confident that they would meet again one day. 
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Eric was rescued from the sinking ship and was put on board another and taken to 
Greece and from there to Italy. When Italy surrendered to the allies the British 
Prisoners of war were forced into cattle trucks, so tightly that they could not even sit 
down so had an appalling journey through the Brenner Pass to Germany.  Eric spent 
three long years as a prisoner of war, and was finally released in January 1945, only 
to be force marched through Germany for five months before being demobbed in 
Kent. Against all the odds, Eric survived the war, and came home to Ivy. Tom and 
Samantha, his grandchildren, you can stand a little taller and straighter on each 
Remembrance Day and recall that your grandfather was there, and did his part to 
ensure your freedom. 
 

On his return to England, Eric went to College and gained an engineering degree.  
Over the years he and Ivy lived in several parts of the country moving to wherever his 
work took him.  He was extremely successful, becoming Company Director of  the 
Building Services giant, Rosser and Russell.  He travelled extensively, working in 
Sweden, Iceland, Yugoslavia, across Canada and the United States, and then 
servicing schools and hospitals in Malta.  Before retiring in 1982, he supervised the 
installation of the heating and ventilation in the innovative National Westminster Bank 
Tower in the City of London - at the time, the tallest building ever to be built in this 
Country.   
 

Eric was both a clever and a practical man and also a spiritual oneééé. someone 
whose faith meant a great deal to him and sustained him though the darkest times of 
his life. He lived with high principles and values as he endeavoured to follow in the 
footsteps of His Saviour.  His sense of the Spiritual led him to write poetry and Ivy has 
many of his writings, which she found tucked away in his Bible and in other books. 
 

He also loved Classical music, and organ music in particular, and his family have 
chosen some of his favourites, to be played this morning. Eric and Ivy were blessed 
with their daughter Lynne, and Eric loved be doing things with her whenever he could.  
He took her to school on his way to work and it was a mark of their love for each 
other that he was even allowed to teach her to drive! She recalls that he could get 
cross with her sometimes but he never shouted, which, of course, made him a very 
special father. 
 

Eric and Ivy moved to Eastcombe in 1985 to be near Lynne and her family.  He 
adored Tom and Samantha and had great joy seeing them grow up. How lovely it was 
that they all celebrated Ivyôs 90

th
 birthday recently. Ericôs death was sudden and 

unexpected which was a blessing for him but, of course, this has made it particularly 
hard for his family. A most remarkable man, who, through his long life, has known 
many changes to His Country and experienced more than most of us are ever likely 
to do.   
 

A kind and loving husband, father, and, grandfather. 
Rev Celia 



14 

 

Dry stone walling & fencing 
 

Chris Pockett  

25 years experience  

07778 701 153 

chrispockett@hotmail.co.uk  

 

Avening Memorial Hall 
bookings 

For all bookings & enquiries regarding the Memorial Hall, just 
call or text: 

 

07583 073 604 

Senior Citizens Tea 
Party  

3.00pm -  5.00 pm 
Tuesday 14th December 
at Avening Park Farm 

 

(oh, yes, just to mention that Rev. Celia would be very grateful for 
help on this day from any willing helpers!!) 
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Christmas 

Bazaar  
 

In aid of Avening Playgroup  

Saturday 4th December  

2pm ï 4pm  
Avening Memorial Hall  

 

Adults  50p entry, children go free!  
 

Guess the Cost of the Hamper, Raffle, 

Lucky Jars, Home Produce, Books & 

Toys, Teas & Mince Pies, Bottle 

Tombola, etc. etc.  

Donõt forget to come and visit  
Father Christmas in his Grotto!  

Lucky dip raffle - there will be lots of winners, here are some of 

the prizes.....  

  

Christmas Tree from Tobacconist Farm worth £60 Car Valet 

AutoTech worth £100 Meal for two at The Bell  

£30 Moi voucher  

£25 voucher  A Passage to India  

Tea for two at The Kitchen  

Tea for two at The Olive Tree  

Riding lessons at Barton End  

Two tickets to Slimbridge  

Bottle Green hamper  

 

Plus many more......   
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Avening Roll of Honour 

No. 32 

Charles Nurding 

Private: Royal Marine Light Infantry. 

"Ships (or Marines) That Pass in the Night". So it could be said for 
two Avening men in the early part of the 20th Century. Regular 
readers will recall a report on Augustus Clapton (Roll of Honour No. 
30) who died in 1918. He was born some five years before Charles 
and they would have been at school in the village at the same time. 
Gus left school around 1903 and became a baker on Point Road, 
Avening. Charles left school in 1908 and worked as a carder at 
Longford's Mill. 

Charles married Sarah Anderton in 1914 and they had a child, 
Charles, almost immediately after their marriage. Another son, 
William, was born late in 1916. Despite these responsibilities, Charles 
Senior volunteered for military service and was taken into the Royal 
Marines at Plymouth on the 14th of November 1916 and completed 
his training there. Meanwhile, Augustus Clapton was conscripted on 
the 17th of April 1917 and joined the Royal Marines at Chatham.  

On the 30th of that month, Charles left for France and was posted to 
the 1st Marine Battalion on the 20th of May 1917. In July 1917, 
Charles was injured on the Front having been buried by an incoming 
shell, receiving a wound to his arm which required medical attention 
in England. Having completed his training, Augustus left for France in 
August 1917 and joined the same Battalion in September. In March 
1918 he was reported as "missing" but later as "a Prisoner of War". 
Charles was declared fit again and was returned to France in May 
1918. Augustus died as a POW in July of that year. By this time, the 
Germans were in retreat across France and Belgium but they put up 
a fight in that retreat, still managing cause many casualties during 
their flight. The marines formed part of the 63rd Division fighting in 
the Second Battles of the Somme, and it was in those battles that 
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Charles was killed. He was one of forty of his Battalion who lost their 
lives that day, with another thirty or so during the previous week. 
During their service lives, Augustus and Charles never met although 
they shared that same Battalion. 

Charles was one of five children born to Charles Nurding and his 
wife Elizabeth (nee Humphries). They had married in Avening on the 
13th of December 1890, when the groom is said in the Parish 
Register to have been "a soldier". In the 1901 census his occupation 
is described as "shepherd" and his birthplace as Kemble. He died in 
1909 when Charles Jnr was 16. 

Our Charles is buried at the Caterpillar Valley Cemetery, Longueval. 
His two medals (the Victory Medal and the British Medal) would 
have been sent to his wife. To date we have been unable to locate 
any descendants or relatives. 

Fred Vening 

 

TELEPHONE & BROADBAND PROBLEMS? 
 

Fed up with telephone call centres? 
For personal attention call Brian Cooke,  
your local telephone engineer from Stroud.  
No call-out charge within 15 miles of Stroud. 

Save money on expensive call-out charges from telephone 
line suppliers & maintenance companies, BT and others. 

Call me 1st to diagnose you telephone line &  
wiring problems in your home, noisy line, no dial tone, etc... 

Telephone extension sockets provided & repaired. 
External extension bells supplied & fitted. 
21 years experience. BT trained. 
Broadband faults undertaken.  

    No VAT charged. 
 

Phone: 01453 758990    
Mobile: 07792 203886 
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Avening Bells  

For the first time for a long while, a quarter peal was rung at 
Avening Holy Cross Church, happening on the 29th October at 8pm. 

District ringers included Jenni Judson (Woodchester), Pam May 
(Eastington), Alan Hodges (unattached), Robin Screen 
(Stonehouse), Keith Durrant (Leonard Stanley) and David Govier 
(Avening) 

The methods used were April Day, Bob Doubles and Grandsire 
Doubles, all selected by Keith Durrant,  

The time taken on six bells was 46 minutes of continuous solid 
ringing, from the treble weighing in at 4.75 cwt (241 kilos), to the 
tenor weighing in at 12.50 cwt (634 kilos). A grand total of 1260 
changes - pretty strenuous! 

I have only been ringing for around 8 years, whereas Alan at 51 
years and Robin at 45 years are true veterans.  

Bellringing is a great hobby to follow, a good social where one can 
make sincere friends with different bands of ringers in the district 
and further afield. Beginners and new ringers are always most 
welcome. Practice night in Avening is normally Tuesdays at 7.30pm 
or at many towers in the district on different nights. You must be 
tenacious and committed!  After the recent quarter peal, I did think 
of a departed and lovely friend Richard Lippiatt who died earlier in 

the year. Richard was a Cherington ringer, 
taught at Avening, who started to ring in his late 
70ôs. Good on you Richard, get those 
unpredictable ropes sorted, and keep the 
bearings greased! 

BFN (Bye for now or Bells for newcomers)     

David Govier   -   Avening Tower 
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HANDYMAN & MAINTENANCE SERVICES 

Routine maintenance   
Painting & Decorating 
Flat pack installation 
Gutters cleared 
Fences repaired 
Smoke alarms, shelves 
Curtain poles installed 
Gardening & vegetables 
Knife sharpening 

 

OAK LEAFSERVICES  
 

KEVIN LEA 
 

01453 762735 
077408 54170 

kevin.lea@virgin.net 
www.oakleafservices.co.uk 

Change Ringing is a uniquely English phenomena. It evolved towards 
the end of the 17th century, when bell ringing was considered by more 
Puritan elements to be too much hard work for a Sunday, so, freed 
from religious constraints, bell ringers swung the bells more and more 
vigorously during the week. Change ringing is based on the simple 
idea of pairs of bells swapping places in their order (e.g. from 
12345678 to 21436587) and never repeating a change.  
 
There are around 5,000 bell towers worldwide and around 40,000 
ringers. 

²!¢9w v¦![L¢¸ {9w±L/9{ [¢5 
²ŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ 

[ƻŎŀƭ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎƻƊŜƴŜǊ ǎŀƭǘ  

DǊŀƴǳƭŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǘŀōƭŜǘ ǎŀƭǘ ϻф-ллκнр ƪƎ ōŀƎ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ 

   .ƭƻŎƪ ǎŀƭǘ ϻр-олκуƪƎ ǇŀŎƪ ƻŦ н ōƭƻŎƪǎ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ 
όaƛƴƛƳǳƳ ǎŀƭǘ ƻǊŘŜǊ ϻпр-ллύ 

²ŀǘŜǊ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ŎŀǊǘǊƛŘƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŬƭǘŜǊǎ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŬǧŜŘ 

¢Ŝƭ лмпро уортуо   aƻō лтфсунпунфн 
9-Ƴŀƛƭ !ƴŘǊŜǿϪǿŀǘŜǊ-ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ-ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦŎƻΦǳƪ  
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Avening Primary School 1940ôs 
Dinner Dance a Huge Success!! 

FOAS (Friends of Avening School) held a fundraising Dinner Dance at 
Chavenage House on Saturday 6th November.  The theme of 1940ôs 
was met with great enthusiasm and huge efforts were made to make 
the event authentic with some amazing 
outfits, wonderful hair doôs and expert 
Lindy Hop dancing tuition.   
 
A huge thank you to all those who came 
along to support this fundraiser, enabling 
us to make the fantastic amount of 
Ã1,438.00 for Avening Primary School.  In 
addition a further amount of Ã234.00 was 
raised for Help for Heroes.  A big thank 
you also goes out to all those who gave 
up their time to help bring this event 
together and make it all possible.  A great 
time was had by all ï this was definitely 
an event to be remembered. 
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Scottish Dancing  

 
Avening Social Club, 8-10pm 

Ã2 per session. 
 

December 8th & 22nd 
And continuing into the new year! 

 
Contact Roger Newton 

01453 834 654 
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Maudôs Coffee Morning 

Who was Maud?  Newcomers to the village may be wondering about 

this. Maud Maxwell was a wonderful lady who lived in Avening for a 

number of years and was a tireless worker for the church and village. 

Every year, in November, she held a coffee morning in her home to raise 

funds for the church. It was always a happy, friendly occasion and, for 

many, the start of the Christmas festivities. 

When Maud became too frail to host this herself, various other members 

of the community held the event in their homes and the tradition has 

continued following Maudôs death 5 years ago. This year it was decided 

to change the venue and hold the coffee morning in the Memorial Hall 

and also to have it on a Saturday, rather than a weekday, to make it 

convenient for working people. 

As always, it was a happy occasion ï all the usual stalls, including 

wonderful home-made cakes, biscuits and preserves, a pet stall, 

decorations, books, gifts, and a raffle ï but, above all, an opportunity to 

meet friends and enjoy a chat over coffee. This year the event raised the 

sum of Ã607 towards church funds. A great result, thanks to the hard 

work of Elizabeth and her team. 



24 

  

Avening Primary School  

OFSTED PRAISES OUR óHAPPY AND CARINGô SCHOOL 

Two weeks into the autumn term we had a visit from a team of Ofsted 
Inspectors.  The visit came just two years and two months after our last 
Ofsted Inspection and staff, governors and children were keen to show 
the Inspectors how school life had progressed since then.   

We are delighted to report that the resulting report is extremely positive 
ï rating our school as ógoodô.  (The scoring system is 1 ï 4: 1 
outstanding; 2 good; 3 satisfactory; and 4 poor.). We scored particularly 
highly for the strong ethos of caring and safety of our children, in 
addition to high scores for engagement with parents and carers and 
effectiveness of partnerships in promoting learning and well-being. 

We are giving over most of the space for our school article in this 
Villager to extracts from our report of which we are all very proud: 

The lead inspector Rodney Braithwaite said: 

ñThis is a good school. It is a vibrant, happy and caring centre of local 
village life where there is a strong feeling of community. It is a school 
always wanting to improve which has common goals and ambition to 
provide the best for its pupils. An exceptionally high proportion of 
parents and carers indicate their intense satisfaction with the school, 
expressed typically by the statement, óThis is a school which works 
hard all of the time to give children the best opportunities and a 
supportive, enjoyable educational experience, stretching the 
boundaries every week.ô As a result, pupils are keen to learn, are proud 
of their achievements and work well together.  This very inclusive 
school has an excellent understanding of the needs of all of its pupils. A 
most notable strength is the care and support provided for every 
learner, especially the vulnerable and those with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities. This strength has a significant impact on 
pupilsô outstanding feeling of being safe in school. 

ñChildren with a wide range of skills make good progress in the Early 
Years Foundation Stage, settling quickly and confidently to school life. 
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They continue to make good progress and achieve well through the 
main school, so that they attain above average levels of attainment in 
English, mathematics and science by the end of Year 6.  

ñStaff are especially skilled at managing classes with more than one 
age group, ensuring that all pupils are challenged according to their 
needs rather than simply their age. Teaching is consistently good, 
because teachers realise when there is need for improvementé  

ñThe school is led and managed by a headteacher who is recognised 
by the whole school community as talented and multi-skilled. óAn 
excellent and dynamic headô is a typical parental comment. She is 
assisted by a competent team of middle managers involving all 
teachers. The governing body is becoming increasingly effective and 
active in the daily life of the school, and provides good challenge and 
support to the management of the school. It has been strongly 
involved in the schoolôs accurate and perceptive self-evaluation which 
is clearly identifying the way ahead. These strengths significantly help 
to underpin the schoolôs good capacity for sustaining improvement.ò 

If you are interested in reading the full report, please go to the school 

website which is www.avening.gloucs.sch.uk. 

 
COOKS GO CRAZY! 

In the weeks after the 
October half-term break the 
school seemed to go cooking 
ócrazyô!  The younger children 
in the Eagles and Kestrels 
made biscuits in preparation 
for a special teddy bearsô 
picnic which they held in the 
classroom.   

Teaching assistant (and 
cooking genius) Kelly Wilkinson runs a óLets Get Cookingô session on 
Friday afternoons for the older children.  In November, carefully 
guided by Kelly, the cooks created delicious glittery star-shaped 
biscuits.  These were sold after school in aid of the leading childhood 

http://www.avening.gloucs.sch.uk/

