
  

 

The Villager 
 

A magazine for Avening, Cherington and Nags Head 
_________________________________________________ 

 

  June 2010                50p 

  ___________________________________           

P.S. and donõt forget the Avening Church Fete, 

Sunday 6th June at 2pm  sharp! 

New Village Shop now open! 

Post Office to follow Shortly! 
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Parish Priest:    The Reverend Celia Carter  

Tel: 01453 832 716         Fax: 01453 834 885 

The Villager Magazine 
 

Editors: Nicholas Winkfield & Jane Archer  
 E-mail: editors@acvillager.co.uk 

Tel: 07885 139 275 (Nicholas)  07812 137 161 (Jane) 
 

COPY DEADLINE: 20th of each month 
 

If you would like to have a copy of the magazine delivered  to your home each 
month, please contact Cas Boddam-Whetham on 01453 834 834  

 

AVENING   

Churchwardens George Buchanan 01453  833 016 

 Stephanie Hamilton 01453  834 910 

Sacristan   

PCC Secretary Margaret Barton 01453 835 541 

PCC Treasurer Peter Best 01453 835 287 

Organist Stuart Walkley 01453 757 784 

Flower Team Gill Parsons 01453 832 247 

CHERINGTON   

Churchwardens Roger Gegg 01453 834 805 

 John Bate-Williams 01666 503 544 

Sacristan Beryl Milsom 01285 841 248 

PCC Secretary Elizabeth Workman 01285 841 294 

PCC Treasurer   

Organist Elizabeth Workman 01285 841 294 

 Beryl Milsom 01285 841 248 

Flower Team Elizabeth Workman 01285 841 294 

Reader licenced to 
Avening & Cherington  

Derrick Pierce 01453 835 090 

Please note 
new email 
address! 
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The Parish Letter 

Jesus loved a party!  When his disciples asked him what it was like to be 
in Heaven, he described ité. as a party!  So to be true to the Gospels, 
we are planning to ópartyô this summer. It has been a tough yearé. a 
devastating year for those in our community who have lost their jobs or 
had their homes repossessed.  It looks as though the Countryôs financial 
position may take years to recover itselféso, to cheer ourselves up and 
celebrate a time of new beginningsé.letôs PARTY!! 
 

The Avening Church Fete is coming up on Sunday June 6th, kicked off by 
a party for the opening of the Art Exhibition in the Church on Friday June 
4
th
 at 6pm.  Then the great day itself with the duck racing, loads of fun for 

the children, a mass of entertainment and stallsé. and, of course, the 
Matilda teas! é.finishing up with a ósing-a-long songs of praiseô. On June 
26
th
 its óFun in the Parkô for all the children at the School with a songs of 

praise in Cherington that evening with a picnic supper 

 

July has every variation of a party,,,,,,,open gardens, and a concert in the 
church. The Home Farm Trust is having its very own Teddy Bearôs picnic 
soé.. we must make sure we go ódown to the woodsô that day!ééé 
which leads us onto Cherington Flower Show.  Even the dogs have a 
chance to party there, with the obstacle course and other competitions.  
The whole day is such a good party that people come from miles around. 

 

This September we celebrate the 930
th
 anniversary of Queen Matildaôs 

Day (Pig-Face Day) and plan to make it a week end festival.  We want 
you all to dig out your wedding dresses, photographs, re-create your 
wedding bouquets and we will exhibit them all at the óAvening Brideôsô 
exhibition.  On Sunday we will have our traditional Church service, in 
costume, after which there will be a torchlight procession to the School 
gardens where we will feast on Hog Roast while being entertained by 
jesters, clowns and fire-eaters. I hope the pubs, the Hall committee, the 
school, the youth club, the W.I., the Parish Council and the Church will 
support us. 

 

Let us celebrate the villages in which we live! 
 

Rev Celia  
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 Sunday Services in Avening & Cherington 

Donôt forget tea and coffee after 11.00am 
service every 1st Sunday of the month in 
Avening and on 2nd Sunday of every month 
after 9.30am service at St. Nicholas Church, 
Cherington. We would love to welcome you.   
If you didnôt make the service, just come 
along afterwards!  

Day / Date Time Church Event 

Sunday 08.00 Avening Holy Communion BCP 

June 6th 09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCW 

  2.00pm Avening CHURCH FETE 

      

Sunday     NO 08.00 am service in Avening 

June 13th 09.30 Cherington Matins BCP (coffee after service) 

  11.00 Avening Holy Communion BCW & Sunday School 

        

Sunday 08.00 Avening Holy Communion BCP 

June 20th 09.30 Cherington Matins BCP 

  11.00 Avening Holy Communion BCW & Sunday School 

        

Sunday 08.00 Avening Holy Communion BCP 

 June 27th 09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCP 

  11.00 Avening Holy Communion BCW & Sunday School 

        

 Sunday 08.00 Avening Holy Communion BCP 

 July 4th 09.30 Cherington Holy Communion BCW 

  11.00 Avening Holy Communion BCW & Sunday School 
(coffee after service) 
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Forthcoming Weddings & Baptisms 
 
 Baptism: Jacob Sharpe 
 Wedding: Angus Broadbent & Richenda Evans-Freke 
    on June 19th. 

 

Church Duties in Avening 

 

Church Floodlighting 
 

2nd June. Birthday remembered - Mum - V.A.M. Stone. 
Sylvia and Family. 

 
If you would like to have the church floodlit in memory of a loved one, or 

to celebrate a special event, please contact: 
Paul Brown 01453 835 983 
The cost is Ã5 for 2 hours 

Date Sidespersons  Chalice 
Assistants 

Sacristan 
  

6th June Avening Church Fete - - 

13th June George/ Piers Derrick Ann 

20th June Margaret/ Cas Stephen Marion 

27th June Frances/ Jeanie Paul Ann 

4th July Stephanie/ George Hamish Elizabeth 
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TEDDY BEARôS PICNIC.

SATURDAY 31ST July 12.30 ï

4.30pm

Hft Old Quarries Avening.

A family day out, bring a picnic and 

join in the fun.

50p admission or free admission if 

you bring your teddy! 

(mums and dads too!)

Cream teas for sale.

Beautiful gardens for picnics.

Adopt a teddy stall, craft stall, local 
honey stall, tombola, childrenôs 

drawing competition, childrenôs story 
corner, Wii gaming, skittles,. Guess 

the name of the teddy. stamp 
collection display and competition

Come and join in a fun family 
afternoon out!

Where can I get a copy of the 
Villager Magazine? 

 

The following places sell the Villager: 
 

¶ The Cross Inn & Village Store 
¶ Holy Cross Church, Avening 
¶ The Bell Inn 
¶ Avening Social Club 
¶ Avening Primary School 

 

But why not get your own copy delivered to your door each 
month at a discount?  

Contact Cas Boddam-Whetham on 01453 834 834  
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Avening Memorial Hall bookings 
 

Please note there is now a new telephone number for 
bookings / enquiries for the Memorial Hall.  Just call or text. 

 

07583 073 604 
 

Christine is back! 

Christine Duff would like to thank her friends and neighbours for all 
their prayers, messages of good will, cards and visits during her 

time in hospital.  After four long months, she is now 
home............Alleluia!.........and is looking forward to seeing her 

friends at High Gables. 

 
Avening Memorial Hall  

 
With reference to the encouraging article in the May edition of óThe 
Villagerô regarding the village hall, I would just like to advise that all 
major improvements to date have been jointly funded by Avening 
School and the County Council. 
 
Whilst obviously the improvements are of great benefit to the school, 
it has meant the diversion of funds that could have been spent on 
improvements to the actual school buildings themselves.  However, it 
is pleasing to note that with the increased use of the renovated hall by 
outside groups that the Hall Committee now has an excellent basis to 
continue the maintenance and further improvements required. 
 
Derrick Ind 
Chair of Governors 
Avening Primary School 
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TENNIS AT AVENING PARK  
 

If  you live in Avening, Nag's Head or Cherington, you 
are eligible to play tennis in the beautiful surroundings 
of  Avening Park.  

 

For only a £30 annual 
family subscription, you can 
play tennis throughout the 
year, and in the summer have 
a short swim after your game.  
 
 

Contact Roger Lindley:  
48 High Street  
01453 835115  
RBLindley@aol.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Eye examinations at home ï for the housebound 

Specialised service ï free (NHS) for those over 60 

including Glaucoma, Macular, Visual Fields Screening  

and full sight test 

 

Telephone 01453 833272   Mobile 07800 821624  

Graham OôRegan BSc(Hons) FSMC FCOptom 
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Chris & Dave  
(formerly of Avening Corner Shop & Post Office) 

are starting their house-sitting  
& dog walking business 

 
¶ Have your dogs exercised while you are out for the day. 

¶ Take away the worry of leaving your house  

unattended and pets in kennels or catteries 

¶ Come back from holidays to a warm & welcoming home. 

 

Tel: 01453 833557 

Email: david.naish@media-maker.com 

Scottish Dancing at 

Avening Social Club 
 
On the following Wednesdays 
from 8pm to 10pm: 
 - June 9th 
 - June 23rd 
 - July 7th 
 - July 21st 
 
Beginners welcome. Why not join us for an evening? 

At Ã2 per session, it has got to be worth it! 
For more information, please call Roger Newton 

on 01453 834654. 
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Richard Lippiatt 

24th February 1931 ð  1st May 2010 

 óAdmired by everyoneô and óA Berkeley legendô were the opening lines 
used by Jayne Bennett, a journalist on the Gloucestershire Gazette, in 
her tribute to Richard. 

Richard Lippiatt, the Chairman of the Berkeley Hunt Agricultural 
Society, died suddenly on the 1st May at home in Cherington with his 
family. He was energetic in his duties in running the very successful 
annual Berkeley Show and was actively involved in the organisation 
and judging of local Young Farmers' competitions.  Christine Carter 
who worked with Richard at the BHAS for the last ten years said, óHe 
was greatly admired and appreciated by everyone on the committee.  
He really was a gentleman of the old schoolô. 

Richard had a great gift for handling livestock, and in his early farming 
years he kept the successful Monkswood dairy herd at Priory Farm, 
Kington St. Michael.  He loved the cattle and in the early days all the 
cows had names. His pedigree herd were given the names of fast and 
glamorous cars like Maserati and Mustang! He was a member of the 
British Automobile Racing Club and competed enthusiastically in his 
Lotus during the 1960ôs at the Castle Combe racing circuit.  His son 
Mark followed his fatherôs love of fast cars, successfully racing in the 
Formula Ford Championships. 

In the late 1960ôs, Richard expanded and moved to farm in the 
Berkeley Vale with the Ernest Cooke Trust, farming at Hurst Farm 
Slimbridge, Wanswell Court Berkeley, and Slimbridge Wildfowl 
Trust.  Richard had grown up with horses and started hunting with the 
Berkeley at the age of 40 - the idea was to keep an eye on a very 
young Rachel and later Joanna when out hunting:  instead he 
demonstrated his own fearless nerve in the hunting field giving his 
daughters, Rachel and Joanna, the additional challenge of keeping up 
with him! 

It was in the Vale that his involvement in equestrian sports grew and 
he continued to be involved in recent years in organising the show 
jumping at Slimbridge Horse Show and stewarding at the Three 
Counties Show. 
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SONGS OF PRAISE in CHERINGTON 

Sunday 27th June at 6.00pm 

~ an evening service of favourite hymns ~ 

followed by a shared picnic in 

The Gastons Field.  

Contact Liz workman for further details: 01285-841 294 

He was a passionate horseman and in 
recent years was the regional 
BSJA show jump organiser.   

After retiring to Cherington, Richard 
became the treasurer for St. Nicholas 
Church, Cherington and was involved in 
local matters, sitting on the Parish 
Council.  Richard was active in local 
politics and organised many fundraising 
events throughout his working life.  
Always one to try new experiences he 
took up bell-ringing in the last year while 
keeping active with his riding and regular 
skiing trips.   In fact skiing while in 
France last year he took lessons with his 

grand daughter Rose in order to maintain his style on the slopes while 
skiing with three generations of his family. 

Over 150 mourners from many strands of his life attended his funeral 
on the 10th May at Cold Ashton near Bath. The family was very grateful 
to Rev Celia for her prayers and a most sensitive and beautiful 
address.  

Richard leaves his devoted wife Christina, his four loving children, Liz, 
Mark, Rachel and Joanna and his six grand children, Rory, Rose, Joe, 
Lizzie, Jack and James. 
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Avening Roll of Honour No. 27 

Hubert Charles Ayres 

Corporal: 10th Battalion South Wales Borderers. 

Rifle volleys and the sound of bugles playing "The Last Post" rang around Aven-
ing on Saturday the 15th of June 1918. This was for the funeral of Hubert Ayres 
who had died in Cardiff Military Hospital the previous Sunday. He had received 
injuries to his spine during action in France but we are unsure as to when or 
where this happened. Newspaper reports tell us that he joined the Army in No-
vember 1914 and it would have taken some time for him to be trained for front 
line service. Consequently, he left for France on the 3rd of December 1915. 

Hubert, born on Saturday the 11th of February 1893, was baptised in our church 
six weeks later. He was the second child of eight children born to John Ayres 
and Lucy Ann nee Ind, who had married, also in our church, on the 13th Sep-
tember 1890. Their youngest child, Edward, was born in April 1905. Lucy Ann 
was solid Avening stock and her ancestry can be taken back to well into the 18th 
century but John was a Frampton man whose father, William, came from Sher-
ston. The family lived in a four-roomed cottage in Church Street in 1901. (The 
cottages forming that street between The Bell and the School were demolished 
some years later and our Memorial Hall now stands on the site.) 

Hubert and his brothers and sisters became orphans by 1911 as Lucy Ann died 
in 1909 and John two years later. At the moment it is hard to see who brought 
the family up although Ernest, the eldest, was twenty and Hubert eighteen when 
their father passed away. The eldest daughter, Winifred was just sixteen so may 
have taken up the care of the family. 

Hubert never married and his family would have received his three medals 
(1915 Star, Victory Medal and British Medal) along with the bronze medallion 
awarded for his sacrifice. 

His Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission headstone can be 
seen in the churchyard, just a few 
yards away from that of his Uncle, 
Dick Ayres, who had been killed 
in 1915. (Roll of Honour No. 6). 
Have a lookðit is in the back, 
right hand side of the Churchyard, 
near the top gate. 

 

Fred Vening 
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Lots of gardens to visit in a 
beautiful Cotswold setting. 

 
Teas and yummy cakes 
in the Memorial Hall! 

 
Plant stalls! 

 
Lovely family day out and 
treasure hunt for children! 

 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 

A Date for your Diary 
4th July 2010 at 2pm 

Please phone Karen on 
01453 836403 

AVENING  

OPEN GARDENS 2010 

All proceeds will be in aid of the Holy Cross 
Church  and the Avening Memorial Hall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Admission Ã4 
 

(Accompanied 
children free) 
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editors@acvillager.co.uk 
 
Have you noticed the new email address for the Editors of this 
magazine? 
 
We now have our own domain, 
host, email address, multitude of 
passwords and all things 
thoroughly confusing, i.e. all the 
bells & whistles to give you a 
great magazine, full steam into 
the future! 
 
Send us an email with a written 
contribution, a photo or two of 
village life, or just to tell us what 
you think of the magazine. 
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D UCHY  HOME  FARM  

delivered fresh from the farm 

Seasonal  
Organic  
Vegetables 

Tetbury, Gloucestershire  

For more information about our Vegetable Box Scheme 

Call us on 01666 503507 
Or email: vegbox@duchyhomefarm.org.uk  
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HANDYMAN & MAINTENANCE SERVICES 

Routine maintenance   
Painting & Decorating 
Flat pack installation 
Gutters cleared 
Fences repaired 
Smoke alarms, shelves 
Curtain poles installed 
Gardening & vegetables 
Knife sharpening 

 

OAK LEAFSERVICES  
 

KEVIN LEA 
 

01453 762735 
077408 54170 

kevin.lea@virgin.net 
www.oakleafservices.co.uk 

 

A trustworthy quality service 

Patios - Fencing - Lawns 
- Water Features -  
    Dry Stone Walling 
Retaining Walls   

Seasonal Maintenance 
 Driveways ï Groundwork 
Painting - Guttering 

Any Aspect 
of exterior work 
 & garden design 

STEVEN BARKER - 07890-266801 / 01453-

www.revolandscapes.co.uk 

S Woodman  

Garden Services  
                                                                       

General Gardening  

Grass Cutting  ~  Hedge Cutting  

     Tree Cutting  ~  Fruit Tree Pruning  

General Ground Clearance  
 

Good Rates / O.A.P Discount  

Please Call: Home: 01453 834744  Mobile: 07814206803   
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AVENING ART SHOW  
And Childrenôs Art Exhibition 

Holy Cross Church.  
Sat. 5th & Sun. 6th June  

10.00am ï 5.00pm  
FREE ENTRY 

 
 

SHOW PREVIEW  
Friday 4th June  
6.00 ï 8.30pm  

With wine, nibbles & entertainment 
provided by óAlmost Angelsô choir.  

 

 

SHOW  

COMPETITION   
Theme óNew Growthô 

£20 prize sponsored by  
Avening Art Group.  
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ŪŮŞŞŧ ŦŚŭŢťŝŚLŬ ŝŚŲ  
CELEBRATING VILLAGE AND 

FAMILY LIFE 
 

On September 11th and 12th ƊŸ ƊŴƁƇ ƇƂ ŶŸſŸŵƅŴƇŸ ŪƈŸŸƁ ŦŴƇżſŷŴLƆ 
Day, which is also Holy Cross Day,  in a very special way.   It is 930 
years since Avening Church was consecrated  (1080) and it is a good 
time to remember that it has been a centre-piece of family and 
village life throughout those years.   

We shall have our customary Service of 
Thanksgiving on the Sunday and will follow this by a 
hog roast feast when Queen Matilda and King 
William will preside over merriment, jousters, 
entertainers, and much laughter and joy. 

But we want your help!  We also want to make the weekend one 
when we celebrate family life in our wonderful village  - in 

ƃŴƅƇżŶƈſŴƅ ƊŸ ŴƅŸ źƂżƁź ƇƂ ƅŸƀŸƀŵŸƅ MŰŸŷŷżƁźƆN ŸżƇŻŸƅ ŻŸſŷ żƁ 
Avening Church or held elsewhere but featuring people from the 

village.   We shall firm up details later but in particular we are would 
like to: 

¶ Invite Flower-Groups (commercial and private) to put on a 
ŷżƆƃſŴƌ ƂŹ MŰŸŷŷżƁź śƂƈƄƈŸƇƆ ŴƁŷ ŠŴƅſŴƁŷƆN 

¶ Ask all Married couples in the Village to share a photograph 
of their Wedding Day (for display in the Village Hall) 

¶ Exhibit Wedding Dresses worn by brides in the village 
(ŹŸŴƇƈƅżƁź, ƊŸ ŻƂƃŸ, ŷƅŸƆƆŸƆ ŹƅƂƀ ƇŻŸ 50LƆ ƂƁƊŴƅŷƆ --- even 
earlier if you have those of your grandparents 

¶ ũƅƂƉżŷŸ ũſƂƈźŻƀŴƁLƆ ſƈƁŶŻŸƆ ŴƁŷ ŚŹƇŸƅƁƂƂƁ ŭŸŴƆ ŴƁŷ żƁƉżƇŸ 
village groups to have (small) fund-raising stalls 

¶ Hold family workshops/fun activities and competitions 
żƁŶſƈŷżƁź Ŵ ŹŴƀżſƌ ƇƅŸŴƆƈƅŸ ŻƈƁƇ Ŵſſ ƇŻŸƀŸŷ ŴƅƂƈƁŷ MŰżſſżŴƀ 
ŴƁŷ ŦŴƇżſŷŴN 
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Duck Racing all 

afternoon with 

fabulous prizes 

and fierce compe-

tition from ducks 

with attitude 

 

An incredible afternoon for all the family with so 

much to do -- never a dull moment 
 

Tombola bottle stall ï Toy stall 

White Elephant ï Home Made Cakes ï Presents 

Galore ï Book, DVD and CD Stall ï Plant Stall ï 

and  more ! 
 

Endless Amusements and Shows for the Children ï 

Story-teller tent ï Games and puzzles 

throughout the afternoon 
 

Fun Dog show (bring your own hound) ï 

Sheep shearing and wool making 

demonstration               

Matildaôs Traditional 

Cream Teas 

In Avening Church 

from 2.30 onwards  

 

Pre-book on 

01453 757784 

 

 
AVening 

Church Fete  
   

 

Sunday June 6 th  at 2.00 
pm 

Ã500 Raffle 

Draw: 

win a gliding 

lesson or 

flight  

 

Village Hall Teas 

Ice-creams 

ñThe Elegant Sausageò ï 

Sweets and  Drinks 
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Just checking you still know 
Whoôs Who at the Church Fete. 

 

The fete committee are still looking forward to seeing you all at this 
yearôs fete. Lots of time has been given to make sure the fete has 
games and stalls for all the family, we are sure you will have a good 
afternoon, do invite your friends to join in the fun.  

If anyone would like to help in any way do contact me, Julia Walkley 
  01453 757784    or     jawalkley@btinternet.com 

We would welcome contributions for some of the stalls. Contact details 
of those involved are detailed below. 
 
Cakes & homemade goodies    Cas Bodham Whetham   01453 834834 
Ancient and Modern                  Elizabeth Buchanan        01453 833016 
Books and DVDôs                      Fred Venning                   01285 850624 
Presents Galore                        Rev. Celia Carter             01453 832716  
Bottles for Tombola                   Stephanie Hamilton         01453 834910 
Toys and Games                       Andrea Glover                 01453 836443 

Play Ranger 
Holiday Sessions in Avening 

 

Play Ranger Holiday Sessions in Avening 
 

Play Gloucestershire are offering a holiday play session one day a 
week in Avening. The Play Ranger service has been provided as part 
of CDCôs Big Lottery Childrenôs Play Programme since 2008.  

 
The first session is on Friday 4th June (half term week), and then the 
summer holidays will be Friday 30th July, 6th, 13th, 20th and 27th 
August. The session will take place at the Playing Fields (10.30am-

12.30pm and 1.30pm-4pm). There is no need to book.  
 

Appropriate for 8-14 year olds (under 8ôs welcome with a parent/
carer). 
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Looking to treat a friend or the family? 

Something a little special? 

 

MATILDA½S 
 

Sunday June 6th,  
Avening Church FETE DAY  

 

Waitress Service 

Elegant China Service 
 

Cream teas, finger sandwiches, and a delicious assortment 

of homemade cakes,       
 

£5.00 per head  
 

Matildaôs is a tea room inside the Church.   

A unique setting for a delicious meal! 
 

Pre-Booking is essential: 
 

Send Julia Walkley a postcard stating preferred time (2.30, 3.30, 

4.30), name, number in party and contact details 

 

Julia Walkley, The Old School, Bowl Hill, Kingscourt, Stroud, 

GL5 5DS 

01453 757784 

 

Or drop an e-mail at jawalkley@btinternet.com 
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Events include: 

HANDICRAFT, FLOWER  

& VEGETABLE SHOW 

GAMES & STALLS 

COMPETITIONS 

TEAS & REFRESHMENTS 

BRASS BAND 

FUN DOG SHOW 

TOMBOLA 

ICE CREAMS, CAKE STALL 

BOOKS & CDs 

BOTTLES, CLOTHES  

 
Where is it all happening? 

THE OLD RECTORY, THE VILLAGE HALL 
 COXES FARM,  CRICKET GROUND  & more 

 

Evensong at St Nicholas Church 7pm 
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AA vveenniinngg  EEsstt aatt ee  aanndd   GGaarr ddeenn  
MM aaiinntt eennaanncc ee    
General Gardening  
 

¶ Tree Maintenance  
¶ Tree Planting  
¶ Rough Ground Clearance  
¶ Grass Cutting  
¶ Fencing   Shiplap and Rail  
¶ Stream M aintenance  Cleaning  
¶ Gates Supply and Erect  
¶ Hedge Trimming  

Paddock Maintenance  
 

¶ Chain Harrowin g 
¶ Re-Seeding  
¶ Topping  

Jet wash. Patio / Garden Furniture  
    Fully qualified tree surgeon now available  
       Power Blower cleaning, leaves etc  
                 Fully insured   NFU  
If you need any help with anything please 
ring or E -mail 
                             Mike Hoddy  

07787 853607 
01453 83 3033 

E-Mail: mike_hoddy@hotmail.co.uk  
 

  
Avening Estate and Garden Avening Estate and Garden 

Maintenance Maintenance   
 

General Gardening  
 

¶ Tree Maintenance  
¶ Tree Planting  
¶ Rough Ground Clearance  
¶ Grass Cutting  
¶ Fencing  Shiplap and Rail  
¶ Stream Maintenance Cleaning  
¶ Gates Supply and Erect  
¶ Hedge Trimming  

 
Paddock Maintenance  

 

¶ Chain Harrowing  
¶ Re-Seeding 
¶ Topping  

 
Jet wash. Patio / Garden Furniture  

Fully qualified tree surgeon now available  
Power Blower cleaning, leaves etc  

 
Fully insured  NFU  

If you need any help with anything please ring or E -mail 
  

Mike Hoddy  
 

07787 853607 
01453 83 3033 

E-Mail: mike_hoddy@hotmail.co.uk  
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Itôs brilliant!ò  

 ñFantastic to have a shop back in the village again! Iôve missed it 
so much!ò 

ñWonderful newsò 

Just a few of the comments of the 30 or so villagers who gathered at 
9.30am on Saturday 15th May for the inauguration of the Cross Inn 
Village Shop. 

Only 3 months since the Corner Shop - or the ótop shopô to those who 
remember the time when Avening boasted more than one shop - closed 
last February. But it was sadly missed and those three months seemed 
a very long time to anyone in the village who used the shop, even if it 
was only for the paper on a Sunday morning. 

But to get a shop up and running in only three months, including 
renovating what was previously an old garage, as well as obtaining the 

Queues form as the village shop opens on Saturday 15th May 
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appropriate planning permission, was a fantastic achievement.  The 
whole village would like to thank Glyn and Clare of the Cross Inn for 
bravely stepping into the breach left by the closure of the previous 
shop, and for opening a new shop so rapidly. 

For anyone who doesnôt know, the shop is at the back of the Cross, 
opening onto the car park. Graham Lowe, who works part time in the  
new shop, says óit is refreshing to see old and new customers backô. 
We all know Grahamðit is refreshing to see him back too! 

The shop is open every weekday from 7.00am to 9.00pm, weekends 
from 8.00am to 7.00pm. It sells newspapers, sweets, eggs, bread 
and basic groceries. Clare and Glyn would love you to tell them what 
you would like to see stocked. óWe were delighted with the positive 
comments from everybody and look forward to being more part of 
the community for many years to come,ò they said. 

We have a shop in the village again - now itôs 
up to us to support it! 

(Can you spot what Clare is reading on the front cover photo? Looks 
like an old copy of the Villager! - Ed) 

Rev. Celia Carter was one of the first customers of the new shop 
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Francis de Paravicini 

Vicar of Holy Cross Church, Avening (1856 to 1894) 

Regular readers of this magazine will recall previous articles regarding 
Francis and his acerbic attentions to those employers of village bell 
ringers and then to truancy in the village school. 

He wrote regularly in the Avening Parish Magazine, then entitled "Home 
Words" and I have a copy of his writings in that magazine dated the 1st 
of April 1889. He introduces his subject of Home in the Past, Present and 
Future and goes on to say: 

"Avening, some seventy years ago (1820), was without any way for the 
passage of carriages which we should now think worthy to be called a 
high road. 

The highway from Nailsworth, through Avening to Tetbury had not then 
been cut; nor had the road from Avening to Minchinhampton been formed 
then. The only carriage road from Nailsworth, called the Old Bath and 
London Road, was that narrow and rugged lane on the side of the 
present cattle market (Nailsworth), climbing from Nailsworth direct up to 
the top of Hazlewood Hill; the proceeding, in an easterly direction, over 
what was Avening Common before the parish was fraudulently deprived 
of it, along the top of the hill till it turned down Rudgeway and passed the 
cottage called Woodstock. There it entered the bed of the brook - the 
Avon - and continued its course up to the entrance of the narrow village 
street, which it followed up to Brookside, where it turned northwards and 
ascended the narrow lane up to Hampton Road. The only road then 
existing from Avening to Tetbury, was the present Green Lane from the 
Cross. Avening, without coach roads, was isolated and shut out from 
intercourse with any but the few surrounding villages and one or two of 
the nearest towns, which could be reached by by-paths or lanes on foot 
or horseback. Under such circumstances of limited intercourse, we 
should not expect to find introduction of improvements in the homes of so 
remote a village. And the circumstances of the time were unfavourable; 
for the wages of the agricultural labourer at that time did not exceed 6 
shillings (30 pence) a week, while the women who laboured in the fields 
received only 4d (less than 2 pence) per day........" 

Francis then goes on to compare the cost of items of the time (1820) to 

Avening - Where Nothing Happens... 
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those of 1889. But wait a minute. Let's go back. 

"...then proceeding, in an easterly direction, over what was Avening 
Common before the parish was fraudulently deprived of it......" 

What would we do with a 
Common if we had it? I have 
no idea, but Francis was still 
hopping mad about it some, 
at least, 50 years later. 
Should the word "allegedly" 
be inserted here? 

Please remember this article - 
it will be continued in our next 
edition and things get worse!! 

To be continued. 

 

 Fred Vening 

Current view of  what was Avening Common. 
Rumour has it that there is an old Austin 7, 
amongst other things, buried up here - Ed 
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O.L.Cottle  
Family Business  

 

Hand Carved Memorials   :  Cremation Plaques 

Additional Inscriptions  :  Renovations and Cleaning 

All Types of Stonework 

Tel: 01453 762877 
36 Slad Road, Stroud, Gloucestershire 

 

Avening Youth Club 

THE HANDY GENTLEMAN 

For those small DIY jobs that make a BIG difference! 
Contact The Handy Gentleman on 07590 990 530 

or email thehandygentleman@yahoo.co.uk  

for quick, reliable and polite service.  

 Fully insured and CRB check. 

Painting & decorating Log cutting, splitting & stacking 

Building pre-packed furniture Gardening, mowing & strimming 

Picture hanging Drain clearance and tap washers 

Curtain poles fitted Headboards made & recovered 

Avening Youth Club is planning the following activities: 
8th June:    Prize bingo 
15th June:    Cooking 
22nd June:    Marble painting 
29th June:    Random art (intrigued by this one!- Ed) 

 
They will also go to the field weather permitting for team games. And donôt 
forget the stall at the Church Fete - selling sweets!! 
 

The Club meet every at the Memorial Hall every Tuesday evening from 
6.00pm - 8.00pm. Why donôt you pop down and give it a try? 
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A FUN 

FUNDRAISING DAY FOR FOAS  
    (Friends of Avening School)  

 WITH 10% OF PROCEEDS TO GO TO SEVEN SPRINGS  
 

To be held at  

Avening Park  
(by kind permission of Reverend Celia)  

 

11am till 2pm Saturday 26 th  June 
 

  To include Puppet Show, Toy Stall,  

Book Stall, Lucky Dip Raffle, Hoopla Competition,  

Sports Challenges, BBQ, Soft Drinks, Ice Creams,  

Cakes, Teas & Coffees  

and much much moreé!! 
 

 

For more information, or to purchase tickets, please contact  

Katie Turner 832 556 or Alison Winkfield 833 799  

 

£2.50 per adult and £1.50 

per child (under 2õs free) 
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Avening Primary School 

The children and staff at Avening School have been enthralled by 
the 11 chicks they have hatched in school.   
 
The eggs had been kept warm in an incubator until one day, they 
began to hatch.  The children were astonished to find they could 
hear the sound of cheeping from inside the shell, even before there 
was any sign of the shell cracking. They were able to watch as each 
chick began to peck its way out, tumbling out as a rather damp rolled 
up creature. Within an hour the chick was on its feet and its feathers 
had fluffed up.  Each had begun to look like the ideal spring chick!  
 
Since then the chicks have grown rapidly with water, food and 
warmth.  The Kestrels class ï children, teacher, Mark Wilkinson and 
teaching assistant, Kelly Wilkinson - have proved themselves to be 
excellent parents!  Daily care has been shared and they have been 
fascinated by the changes in feathers and appearance that they 
have been able to watch.  

What an egg-citing experience!! 

Mathilda, 
Marsha and 
Jack watch 
over the 
chicks  
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ñThey were really little at first 
but now they are much bigger. 
Some of the females are 
getting their grown up feathers 
and now their wings are really 
white. They are preening a 
lot ...they are pecking their 
feathers as they grow,ò 
explained Mathilda, aged 7.  
 
ñThey are really jumpy and run 
around on the newspaper 
when we change the 
newspaper and wood 
shavings in the box,ò 
explained Billy, aged 5.  
 
ñThey do sloppy poo and they 
are really cute,ò said Greta, 
aged 6. ñWe are really lucky 
that we have got them.ò 
 
Mathilda added:  ñWhen we put them in the brooder, they jump on the 
water and it goes everywhere!ò 
Each day one specific chick has been weighed and measured to record 
its growth in size. This has provided excellent data for mathematics as 
measurements have been logged and compared. ñMeasuring and 
recording their growth over the weeks has been a fantastic learning 
opportunity,ò said Mark Wilkinson.  ñThe children have also learned so 
much from the first hand experience of looking after such small birds. It 
has been a great experience for us!ò  
 
Six of the chicks - five hens and one cockerel ï are being kept and cared 
for and the grandfather of one of the children has kindly loaned the 
school a hen house so the chicks can begin to spend time outside.  
Eventually it is hoped that they will lay some eggs.  
 
ñIf we keep them for a long time and they have eggs then we will have 
loads of chicks all over again!!ò, said the children, delighted at the 
prospect. 
 
 

Jake enjoys looking after the chicks  
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The SECOND  

Great Avening  

Scarecrow  

     Trail  
 

Sunday 27 th  June 

2010, 10am ð 4pm  
 

Following the great success of last yearõs Scarecrow Trail 
ð letõs do it all again! 

Prizes for the best scarecrows in the village ð just let your 
imagination run riot!  

Follow the trail of scarecrows around the village ð vote for 
your favourite and complete the quiz!  

Trail maps, quiz sheets and refreshments available from the 
Village Hall !  

Route suitable for pushchairs and wheelchairs.  
 

If youõd like to make a scarecrow,  
please call 833830/ 834075  

 

In aid of  

Avening Memorial Hall  
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Avening Cricket Club 

Pictured are the Avening & Cherington CC Junior Squad 2010. The 
junior practices take place on Thursday evenings at the ground at 
the Park in Cherington between 6.30 and 7.30pm until early July. 
New members over the age of 8 are welcome.  

We are also always looking for senior players - senior practices 
take place at the ground on Tuesday Evenings from 6.30pm. 

FENCING & GATES SUPPLIED & FITTED 
FIREWOOD ï LOGS & KINDLING 

JCB EXCAVATIONS ï DRIVES, FOOTINGS, ETC. 
SOIL, GRAVEL & HARDCORE SUPPLIED 

 

Tel: 01453 833239 

 PETER SAVAGE 


