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 Who to Contact 
 

Parish Priest: The Reverend Celia Carter 
Tel: 01453 832716     Fax: 01453 834885 

 

Lay Reader: Derrick Pierce  01453 835090 

AVENING:   

CHURCHWARDENS George Buchanan 01453  833016 

 Stephanie Hamilton 01453  834910 

SACRISTAN Gill Parsons 01453 832247 

PCC SECRETARY Margaret Barton 01453 835541 

PCC TREASURER Peter Lindesay 01453 834402 

ORGANIST Stuart Walkley 01453 757784 

FLOWER TEAM  Gill Parsons 01453 832247 

CHERINGTON:   

CHURCHWARDENS Roger Gegg 01453 834805 

 John Bate-Williams 01666 503544 

SACRISTAN Beryl Milsom 01285 841248 

PCC SECRETARY Elizabeth Workman 01285 841294 

PCC TREASURER Richard Lippiat 01666 502238 

ORGANIST Elizabeth Workman 01285 841294 

 Beryl Milsom 01285 841248 

FLOWER TEAM Elizabeth Workman 01285 841294 

VILLAGER MAGAZINE Kathleen Lindesay  
Court Lodge, Avening GL8 8NY   01453 834402    

e mail villager@lindesay.demon.co.uk 
 

DEADLINE FOR COPY 20th of each month 
 

If you would like to have a copy of the magazine delivered  to your home each 
month, please contact: Cas Boddam-Whetham 01453 834834  
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The Parish Letter 

W e have not had a very encouraging start to the New Year with news of the ever deepening economic crisis, rising 
unemployment and an increasing number of repossessions of 
peopleôs homes.  Sadly, we are accustomed to hearing and seeing 
suffering in other parts of the world, but this present crisis is 
something which is affecting our own country and every community. 
 

Often we feel helpless when the radio and television bring us news 
of the terrible things happening overseas but, for once, this is 
something we can do something about.  That ósomethingô which the 
people of this country have always been good at.  Remember the 
times you have listened to the older people in our villages and they 
have spoken of their childhood and of real deprivation in the war 
years.  They experienced shortages of food, scarcity of fuel and 
very low wages yet, they will say: ñIt was not all badé..we got 
through it é. we were all in it togetherò.  There was a strong feeling 
of community,  of helping one another, of sharing with others the 
little they had, of ólisteningô and óbeing alongsideô. 
 

When times are good, people can be thoughtless étoo busy with 
their own lives to be concerned with others, less aware of othersô  
loneliness or depression.  Now is the time to find again what we 
have been in danger of losingé a strong sense of belonging and an 
awareness of our need of one another. 
 

Now we can learn what it really means to ólove our neighbour 
as ourselvesô. 

Rev Celia 
 
 

On Sunday 1st February, at 3 pm, there is a special 
service for children -ôShine a Lightô - at Tewkesbury Abbey 
and at 6 pm Evening Worship at Christchurch, Nailsworth 
will be led by Rev Celia. 
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SERVICES IN AVENING & CHERINGTON 
  

 Day/Date  Church  Time  Service 

SUNDAY February 1st
 Avening 8 am Holy Communion BCP 

4th Sunday after  Epiphany Cherington 9.30am Holy Communion BCW 

 Avening 11 am Holy Communion BCW 
& Sunday School 

SUNDAY February 8th Avening 8 am Holy Communion BCP 

3rd  Sunday before Lent Cherington 9,30am Matins (BCP) 

  Avening 11 am Holy Communion BCW 

 & Sunday School 

SUNDAY February 15th
 Avening 8 am Holy Communion BCP 

2nd Sunday before Lent Cherington 9,30am Holy Communion BCP 

  Avening 11 am Holy Communion BCW 
& Sunday School 

SUNDAY February 22nd
 Avening 8 am Holy Communion BCP 

Sunday before Lent Cherington 9,30am Holy Communion BCW 

 Avening 11 am Holy Communion BCW 

 & Sunday School 

WEDNESDAY 25th Feb. 
Ash Wednesday 

Avening 7 pm Holy Communion  
(PCC members are asked to 
stay on after this service for a 
meeting) 

SUNDAY March1st
 Avening 8 am Holy Communion BCP 

1st Sunday in Lent Cherington 9,30am Holy Communion BCW 

 Avening 11 am Holy Communion BCW 

 & Sunday School 
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Avening Church Floodlighting   
 

December 11th In loving memory of Victoria Alice May Stone from 
all the family. 

December 28th In loving memory  of Frank Ind on his birthday, 
from Pat and family. 

January 30th In memory of Audrey Kirk who lived in the area 
and loved this church. 

February 7th In memory of Basil Fletcher, fondly remembered 
by us all. John, Valerie, Celia and Sylvia. 

February 7th To celebrate the Golden Wedding of Roy and 
Maureen Stone 

.If you would like to have the church floodlit to commemorate a loved one 
or to celebrate a special event, please contact  

Paul Brown  01453  835983 
The cost is Ã5 for 2 hours 

Church Duties: 
 

AVENING 

Date Sidespersons  Chalice  
Assistant 

Sacristan 
 

Feb 1st F Conway / C Boddam-Whettham D Pierce Gill 

Feb 8th D Martin / H Graham-Munro S Uzzell Marion 

Feb 15th K Lindesay/ M Barton P.LindesayAnn 

Feb 22nd
 G Buchanan / J Pargetter  P Brown Marion 

March P Hansen / S Hamilton D Pierce Gill 
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LENT MEETINGS will take place every Wednesday in March. 
 

Speakers will include among others ...a representative from the 
Police Force, the Red Cross and from the Christian Mission to the 
Jews  They will begin at 7.30 pm and there will be a light supper 
served each evening.   
 

Venues to be announced in next month's magazine.  
 

Make a note of the dates é... ...March 4th, 11th, 18th & 25th 
 

  
DURING LENTéé.Let us pray! 
  
In both Cherington and Avening, we intend to have someone 
praying every day in the Churches along with the other parishes in 
the Diocese. 
  
The churches are open all day as always, so  I do  hope that you 
will take the opportunity during the weeks of Lent, to put aside a 
few minutes once or twice a week to pray for this Country, and for 
people all over the World, who are suffering as a result of war, 
terrorism, or economic crisis.  
 

There will be a prayer list for those in the Parish by the door of 
each church. I invite everyone to feel free to add to it at any time 
for any anxiety, or for those who are ill, or simply to give thanks. 

Rev Celia 

 

SHROVE TUESDAY   
February 24th   10am-4pm 

 

A Quiet Day in Gloucester Cathedral led by 
the Roman Catholic Bishop of Clifton .   

 
ASH WEDNESDAY 
February 25th 7 pm 

 

Holy Communion at Avening Church 
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 Christmas in Avening 2008 

Matildaôs Tea party  in the 
church ~ 13th December  
 

An indulgent start  to the festive 
season was provided by Julia 
Walkley and her team of 
helpers who treated guests to a 
traditional and delicious tea of 
home-made goodies. Delightful 
entertainment was provided by 
a group of children from 
Avening School singing carols. 

Families enjoy afternoon tea 

Children provide musical 
entertainment 
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Sunday School Party ~ 14th December 

Father Christmas had a busy afternoon 
giving presents to all the children 
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Carols & Lunch at The Bell  ~ 21st December  

Carols and readings at the 
Bell were followed by lunch.  
This is becoming a regular 
feature in Aveningôs 
Christmas celebration and 
is a very happy occasion. 
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A bevy of shepherds & angels 

The Crib Service on Christmas Eve 

óMary with the Baby Jesusô 

A camel, two lambs and a goat star in the 
Crib Service  
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Photos by Derrick & Doreen  
Pierce,  Peter Lindesay and  
Margaret Barton 

Making a giant paper chain at the Crib Service 
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New Year Resolution 
 

I nto the New Year we take 
The power of prayer to order 
Our days ï indeed, our life - 
Into a pattern of progress. 
 
Into the New Year we take 
The joy of adventuring, to lift 
The routine into a challenge 
Of increasing achievement. 
 
Into the New Year we take 
The miracle of love to give 
As a silent, unseen gift 
To each person we meet. 
 
Into the New Year we take 
Peace at the very centre of being, 
That it might flow out from us, 
Unceasing, till it encompasses the world. 
 
Into the New Year we take 
God as the fundamental truth 
Of all we are, of all we do. 
We will live in his Kingdom forever. 
 

Contributed by Doreen Pierce 
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Avening Roll of Honour No.12 

George Newman 

Private: Royal Army Medical Corps 

Attached to 108th Heavy Battery Unit, RGA. 

T he National Archives Records show George named as Horace Jesse George Newman, indeed, he was baptised as such in Holy 
Cross Church on Sunday the 29th of November 1892. The Parish 
Register quotes his birth date as Thursday the 29th of September, 
some eight weeks earlier. However, he always referred to himself as 
George and the Army recognised him as such. 

He was the eldest son of eight children (he had five brothers and two 
sisters), born to George William Newman (1865 -1905) and Cecilia 
Ann nee Fletcher (1872 - 1924). George's Newman grandfather was 
born in Cherington in 1832 , his father being Richard Newman, born 
Southrop around 1793. George's mother Cecilia was of solid Avening 
stock. Her father John Fletcher (1835 - 1909) married Ann Ind on the 
27th of August 1857 at Holy Cross Church. Both maternal ancestors 
can be traced back a further four generations in Avening. All of 
George's male ancestors appear to have been agricultural labourers. 
In the 1901 census George, aged 8, is listed with his family living on 
Old Hill. 

Unfortunately, there are no records available on George's military 
service except that we must assume that he was in the Royal Army 
Medical Corps prior to the outbreak of war as the Medal Rolls tell us 
that he embarked for France on the 18th of August 1914, only 14 
days after war was declared. 

As a member of the RAMC he could have been serving in a hospital 
at home or overseas, as a stretcher-bearer anywhere on the front or, 
as is likely in his case, on attachment to a fighting unit to supply 
immediate medical assistance when needed. 

We know that in February 1916 he was attached to the 108th Heavy 
Battery Unit of the Royal Garrison Artillery, serving in the Ypres area. 
The role of the 108th was shelling enemy positions, particularly their 
artillery sites and heavy gun battles developed frequently. Although 
set back from our own front line, this did not make them immune 
from attack. 
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A date for your diary! 
 

Avening Church Fete will take place  
 

on Sunday June 7th 2009 
 

Watch the Villager for more information 

We do not know exactly what happened on the fateful day of Sunday 
the 20th of February 1916 but George was killed along with three 
others on the 108th Battery. All four men 
were buried side by side in Railway Chateau 
Cemetery a few kilometres from Ypres town 
centre. The Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission tend the cemetery and their web 
site has a photograph on which can be 
clearly seen the four graves. 

George received, posthumously, the Victory 
Medal, the British Medal and the 1914 Star. 
He was 23 years old when he died and was 
unmarried.  

I thank his niece, Peggy Chappell of 
Woodstock for her assistance and for the 
photograph of George in his army uniform. 

Fred Vening 
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VALENTINES FLING 
 

 

 

AVENING  VILLAGE  HALL 
SATURDAY 14TH FEBRUARY 2009  

8pm ð Midnight  
 

Live music, dancing, licenced bar and lots more! 
 

£20 per head ð to include food and a drink  
Dress Code:   anything goes 

 

Best night out in Avening ð not to be missed! 
 

For more information or to book tickets please contact:  
Katie Turner ð 832556 or Clare Steele ð 832712 

 

Event organised by FOAS (Friends of 
Avening School) 

Proceeds to Avening School 


