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 Who to Contact 
 

Parish Priest: The Reverend Celia Carter 
Tel: 01453 832716     Fax: 01453 834885 

 

Lay Reader: Derrick Pierce  01453 835090 

AVENING:   

CHURCHWARDENS George Buchanan 01453  833016 

 Stephanie Hamilton 01453  834910 

SACRISTAN Gill Parsons 01453 832247 

PCC SECRETARY Margaret Barton 01453 835541 

PCC TREASURER Peter Lindesay 01453 834402 

ORGANIST Stuart Walkley 01453 757784 

FLOWER TEAM  Gill Parsons 01453 832247 

CHERINGTON:   

CHURCHWARDENS Roger Gegg 01453 834805 

 John Bate-Williams 01666 503544 

SACRISTAN Beryl Milsom 01285 841248 

PCC SECRETARY Elizabeth Workman 01285 841294 

PCC TREASURER Richard Lippiat 01666 502238 

ORGANIST Elizabeth Workman 01285 841294 

 Beryl Milsom 01285 841248 

FLOWER TEAM Elizabeth Workman 01285 841294 

VILLAGER MAGAZINE EDITOR   
Kathleen Lindesay Court Lodge, Avening GL8 8NX  

01453 834402  
e mail villager@lindesay.demon.co.uk 

DEADLINE FOR COPY 20th of each month 
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The Parish Letter 

W e are led to believe that 80% of the British public dream of life in the country, and yet, much of our thinking is still from an 
urban perspective.  It is not always appreciated how much we owe to 
our farming community for not only are they vital for Britainôs food 
production, but it is they who keep the country as it is.  They who 
maintain the grasslands, woodlands, heaths and moor lands.  They 
who plant the trees, lay the hedges and rebuild the stone walls.  For 
fifteen years the industry has been in steep decline and poorly 
represented by an unsympathetic government and media.  In spite of 
diversifying and continually adapting to new challenges many of them 
have faced depression, breakdown and even suicide. Our farmers 
are undervalued and under paid.  In general their income has 
decreased by 40 % over the last few years, while having to face the 
disasters of foot and mouth, BSE, blue tongue and bovine TB.  They 
work long hours; in conditions that many would think intolerable.  This 
summer, and last, they have had to struggle with ceaseless rain and 
devastating floods.  They are resilient, courageous and resourceful. 
The modern farmer needs not only to understand the working of the 
land and the care of his stock, but has also to be a business man, 
scientist, mechanic, and vet.  

We are likely to be more and more dependent on our farming industry 
in the near future.  We are an island race.  The cost of transport to 
bring in foreign food is increasing by the month and cheap food is 
getting hard to find.  The world is hungry and the third world countries 
in the future are going to be less willing to export their crops for cash, 
while their own people go short.   

As I write this, we prepare for the traditional Harvest Festivals in both 
Churches.  I hope that the Churches will be full to give our farmers 
the support they needéé.and may we,  in the weeks ahead, offer 
them our sympathy and prayers, as they struggle on waterlogged  

Parish Letter continued 
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 fields to bring in the rest of the harvest, and prepare the land for the 
Winter sowing for our food next year. 

Donôt forget the Farmersô Markets and the small shops! 

Rev Celia 

 

 

CANDLELIT SERVICE FOR THE DEPARTED 

Every year we give thanks for the lives of those 
who have died and for whom we still grieve,   by 
holding a service of prayer, music and the lighting 
of a candle in their memory.   

This service will be in  

HOLY CROSS CHURCH AT 7PM  

ON FRIDAY OCTOBER 31ST 

óMaudôs Cupboard Sundayô 

Maud Maxwell had many friends in this village and I am sure  
you would like to come on Sunday 2nd November to the 
dedication service of the magnificent set of cupboards built in 
her memory by George Buchanan.   

The service will be at 11.00am éfollowed by  a glass of wine. 

 Coffee Morning 
 

In aid of Holy Cross Church, Avening 

on Tuesday 25th November 

at Court Lodge, Avening 

10 am ï12 noon 
 

For more detail see next monthôs Villager 
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GLOUCESTER CATHEDRAL OPEN DAY 

 

Donôt miss your opportunity to find out more about how diocesan 
departments can support you and your parish.   

Come along to the Open Day being held in Gloucester Cathedral 
on Thursday 9 October between 2- 8pm. 

 

2pm  Bishop Michael opens the event with a talk 

3pm & 7pm Question time sessions with both     

Archdeacons and the Diocesan Secretary. 

5.30pm A special Evensong 

to 6.30pm  

Tours of College Green and staff offices are being held all day.  
Presentations by each department will also be held throughout 
the day. 

 

PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LAND 2009 
 

There are still some places available for 

 THE HOLY LAND  

Leaving here on MARCH 1ST and returning on MARCH 8TH 2009 

The trip is being organised by Derrick Pierce through 

 Pilgrim Travel Ltd (an ABTA registered travel agent)) 

And will be accompanied by the 

Revs Richard & Margaret Maslen 
 

Anyone interesred should contact Derrick on 01453 835090  

or e mail derrickpierce@tiscali.co.uk  for further details 

 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 2008 
 

A service of remembrance and laying  
of wreaths at the Millennium Cross will 
take place on Sunday November 9th  

at 10.50 am  

mailto:derrickpierce@tiscali.co.uk
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SERVICES IN AVENING & CHERINGTON 
  

 Day/Date  Church  Time  Service 

SUNDAY October 5th Avening 8 am Holy Communion BCP 

20th after Trinity Cherington 9.30 am Holy Communion BCW 

 Avening 11 am Holy Communion BCW 

& Sunday School. 

SUNDAY  October12th 

  
Avening 8 am Holy Communion BCP 

21st after Trinity Cherington 9.30 am Matins BCP 

 Avening 11 am Holy Communion BCW 

& Sunday School. 

SUNDAY  October 19th Avening 8 am Holy Communion BCP 

22nd after Trinity Cherington 9.30 am Holy Communion BCP 

  

  Avening 11 am Holy Communion BCW 

 & Sunday School 

SUNDAY  October 26th 

  
Avening 8 am Holy Communion BCP 

23rd after Trinity Cherington 9.30 am Holy Communion BCW 

  Avening 11 am Holy Communion BCW 

& Sunday School. 

FRIDAY October 31st 
All Souls Day 

Avening 7 pm Service for the  Departed 

SUNDAY November 2nd Avening 8 am Holy Communion BCP 

24th after Trinity Cherington 9.30 am Holy Communion BCW 

All Saintsô Day Avening 11 am Holy Communion BCW 
& Sunday School 
Dedication of Maudôs cupboard 

 
 
 
 

BAPTISM IN OCTOBER 
Benjamin Uzzell 
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Avening Church Floodlighting 
 

 
If you would like to have the church floodlit to commemorate a loved one 

or to celebrate a special event, please contact  
 

Paul Brown  01453  835983 
The cost is Ã5 for 2 hours 

 

Church Duties: 
 

AVENING 

Date Sidespersons  Chalice  
Assistant 

Sacristan 
 

Oct 5th S Hamilton/ H  Graham-Munro D Pierce M Cox 

Oct 12th G Buchanan/ P Hansen P Brown A Brick 

Oct 19th C Boddam-Whetham/ F Conway S Uzzell P Sanders 

Oct 26th K Lindesay/ S Hamilton P Lindesay G Parsons 

Nov 2nd J Pargetter/ M Barton D Pierce M Cox 
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Gloucestershire Historic Churches Trust  
Annual Sponsored Bike Ride 2008 

 

T hree intrepid OAPs set off on their bikes from Cherington last Saturday morning, having  checked in at our church for our first 
port of call.  It was the first perfect bicycling weather for almost a 
month.  Whizzing along past Star Farm and on the back road to 
Chavenage we could ride three abreast on the traffic free country 
lanes.  Chavenage was looking as good as it did in Larkrise to 
Candelford  and the Chapel there gave us our second tally.  On then, 
downhill nearly all the way to Tetbury, where we had a great time 
visiting all 5 churches.  In Christchurch we were most hospitably 
entertained with coffee and biscuits and a chance to sit down and 
recharge our flagging energies.  So much so that we felt empowered 
to tackle the great hill out of Tetbury up to Long Newnton.  There the 
two parishioners manning the church were delighted to see us as we 
were the first cyclists to appear and they had been thinking of going 
home.  Emboldened by this reception we struck out for Ashley, a 
deceptively easy  ride undisturbed by traffic until we reached the 
village.   We found the little church all decked out for Harvest Festival 
the next day and the churchyard being spruced up for a christening 
as well.  More time spent chatting with friends and admiring the 
beautiful decorations until at last another cycling family appeared ï 
the first we had come across.   Weary now we headed for the last 
trophy ï Culkerton Chapel.    
 

Almost home now but we had time to stop at the house of one of our 
sponsors and were refreshed with gin and tonics and a comfortable 
seat in their conservatory.  It took some effort to get back on our 
bikes again and we weaved our way somewhat wobblingly but very 
happily home. 
 

We had visited 10 churches and cycled about 14 miles, met all sorts 
of people and raised over Ã400 for our own church and the Historic 
Churches Trust.  The 10 churches we visited were all different and so 
very beautiful it brought home how lucky we are to have these lovely 
buildings on our doorstep and how important it is to make the effort 
to maintain them.  

Jennifer Grant-Rennick  



9 

 

Avening Roll of Honour No. 9 

Charles Smith 

Private: 4th Battalion Grenadier Guards 
 

C harles Smith was born in May 1895, the second of three sons born to Albert Smith of Avening, a stonemason, and wife 
Elizabeth Ann Eldridge, born Coates. 

Charles was an early volunteer for service, presenting himself in 
Gloucester as a recruit on the 23rd of November 1914. 

His Attestation Papers tell us that he was then 19 years and 189 days 
old, 5ft 11 inches (1.8m) tall, weighed 10 stone 10lbs (68 kgs) with 
brown hair and blue eyes. He was employed as a Brass Turner 
(possibly in Nailsworth at Johnson's Engineering) and stated his 
religion as Baptist. He may well have shown a preference for service 
with the Grenadier Guards as a number of villagers were already 
serving with that Regiment and he was called onto their strength at 
Caterham in Surrey on Tuesday the 24th of November. 

He was given about nine months training with the 4th Battalion prior to 
them leaving for France on the 14th of August 1915. There they joined 
with other Guards units to form the 3rd Guards Brigade, part of XI 
Corps, all part of the 1st Army. This was under the command of Sir 
Douglas Haig with Sir John French having overall command of British 
Forces. 

There was to be a "Big Push" at Loos, designed to take place whilst 
the German Army was concentrating on the Russian front. The aim 
was to advance 20 miles which, it was hoped, would force the 
Germans to withdraw further having lost the critical railway network in 
that region. 

XI Corps was held in general reserve at the outset of the battle which 
began on the 24th of September. To get to the front, it set out on the 
20th, marching twenty miles throughout successive nights. Sir John 
French gave orders that the Guards Division should back up the 
remainder of the Corps, moving to an area close to Loos. They were 
warned to carry extra rations as it may be some time before their 
cookers could catch up with them. They also carried greatcoats on the 
march to the battle area. 

At 3am on the 25th of September 1915 the 1st Army attacked and 
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over the next 36 hours, despite heavy losses, advances were made. At 
9.30 am Haig asked French for the reserves and part of XI Corps was 
released, but did not arrive until after noon, having been held up in the 
communications trenches that were full of wounded men, stretcher 
bearers and signals runners, at the same time being under fire. They 
came under Haig's command at 1.20pm. The Guards Division was 
moved closer to the front line only to find the area allocated to them 
already occupied. 

The front line situation was chaotic. There were insufficient men 
available to exploit the gains and strong German resistance from their 
second line, now being reinforced, brought further advance to a halt. 
Believing the infantry had broken through near Hulluch, orders were 
sent out at 11.20pm for a renewal of the attack at 11am on the 26th. 
More chaos and heavy losses to the 1st Army occurred and, at last, in 
the evening of the 26th the Guards Division was deployed into the 
original British trenches, where they relieved other units now exhausted 
and battle weary. 

Here it was decided that the remainder of XI Corps would attempt to 
recapture the dominant Hill 70, taken early on the morning of the 26th, 
only to be retaken by a German counterattack a few hours later. 

The day of the 27th dawned misty and it was cloudy and raining all day 
and the 3rd Guards Brigade moved off at 4pm, in column of fours along 
the Vermelles to Loos road in an attempt to take Hill 70. They were 
caught by a heavy artillery barrage and suffered many casualties, our 
Charles Smith being one of them. (An eventual assault on Hill 70 was 
made by the Welsh Guards but they were destroyed by machine gun 
fire). He was declared missing on Monday the 27th of September 1915, 
his Next of Kin being informed on the 30th of October. 

Charles has no known grave and is remembered on the Loos Memorial, 
tended by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission. He was 
posthumously awarded the Victory Medal, the General Service Medal 
and the 1915 Star. 

He was 20 years old and unmarried. I am indebted to Charles' niece, 
Christine Benton, for her assistance. 

Fred Vening 
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PIG FACE 
CELEBRATIONS 

 
HOLY CROSS FESTIVAL 

 
AVENING 2008 

 

Queen Matilda &  
William the Conqueror 

The procession  leaving the  
Church for the feast 



12 

 

The Prioress, Ce-

Jugglers, Fire Throwers & Jesters 
entertain the populace 

Medieval families attend the service before 
the feast 


